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THE Reverend ALEXANDER SHANKS was bom 
in the parish of S:obo, Peebles-shire, of parenis not pos- 
sessed of nnich -worldly aflluence; but eminent in the 
Church of Christ, on account of their christian gifts and 
graces. His father, David Shanks, was a day-labourer; 
and for some time a ruling elder of the Associate congre- 
gation in West Linton. Pious, benevolent, and prudent, 
he overawed the^ost profane; and, at the same time, irre- 
sistabty attracted their admiration and esteem* A person 
of this description gave him the following high and appro- 
priate character: "A man who never thought that he could 
"do enough either for God or man." Many things have 
been told concerning him, from all which it is apparent, 
that in simplicity, and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wis-, 
dom, but by the grace of Ood, he had his convereation in 
the world; and finished his course with the liveliest hope 
and joy, repeating the fifteenth verse of the forty -ninth 
psalm: 

Thfir beauty^ from their dwelling shall 

Consume within the ,qTave: 
But from helt*9 hand God %vill me free; 

For he vnll me receive, 

A Christian indeed, he considered well the importance of 
his trust as a parent, and seasoned the minds of his children 
with pious instructions. 
B 
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Althongli man is not the creature of education, and his 
mortal character is not .formed by the supposed omnipoten- 
cy of circumstances, yet the advantages of a well conduct- 
ed education are sufficiently obvious. Like every other 
blessing, it is subject to abuse. Information received from 
parents has occasionally superseded the activity of the 
mind, has been retained and retailed without a due exa- 
mination into its truth and importance; and hereby false- 
hood and folly have passed down for ages, under the amia- 
ble forms of truth and wisdom. 

The subject of the following memoir early discovered a 
mind determined to take nothing upon trust.^ It was not 
till after a deliberate investigation that he received most of 
the doctrines in which he was instiucted; and, having the 
fullest accej)tation of his mind, he continued to be their 
prudent and zealous defender. 

In the course of his preparatory studies^ his conduct 
exhibits a pattern worthy of the imitation of all who are 
looking forward to the holy ministry. At that time he 
gave himself to reading, meditation, and prayer — The 
works of Boston, Ridgley, Bates, Waterland, Seed, Gro- 
lius, Abernethy, he read and studied. From some of these 
authors he n>ade large extracts; and marked down argu- 
ments of his own for or against the hypothesises which they 
wished to establish. To maintain a proper activity of 
mind, he selected various passages of scripture, as sub- 
jects of daily meditation. These juvenile productions he 
has carefully preserved; but, as they were designed for his 
own improvement, it is thought inpproper to present them 
to the puUic eye, although they contain some beautiful 
ideas, and many useful reflections, 

fie was ordained, in October I760» to the pa«toral office 
and charge of the Associate congregation at Jedburgh. 
No sooner did he enter upon the sacred office, than he 
shew.ed himself determined, (as the JLievites were com- 
manded) to wtdi upon his business; and to make that his 
delight which the Lord had made bis duty. 

His coiifetitution was naturaHy robust; but so intense 
was his appilication to stpdy, both before and after hit 
ordination, that it occasioned a paralytic disorder, which 
^ontip,ued with him through life, and increased with his 
age. Taught by sad experience the propriety of making 
the preservation of health a part of |)is study, he daily tool^ 
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Some exercise in the open air; and relieved bis mind, when 
fatigued with long and close thinking, by short interviews 
"with a few families in th^ town or neighbourhood; the time 
of his stay in each place seldom amounting to ten min- 
utes, and never exceeding a quarter of an hour. 

Some time after his ordination, his mind lost all relish 
for works of human composition. Books which he had 
formerly read and admired, were now despised and ne- 
glected. The Bible mdihtained an exclusive ascendency 
over his miud; and during this period, which lasted some 
years, he devoted his days and nights to the study of scrip- 
ture. In searching after divine truths, and tracing them 
in their various connections and bearings, he found the 
most solid satisfaction. 

The character "Mighty in the Scripture,*' which be- 
longed to him in an eminent degree, and the judjcious use 
which he made of scripture metaphor and phraseoloi^y in 
all his discourses, may be traced in part to this extraordi- 
nary and sanctified turn of mind. Possessinrr the happy 
art of clothing his ideas in the words of the Holy Ghost, 
there was in them all an unction and beauty seldom found 
in human compositions. 

He excelled in the art of lecturing. Adhering strictly 
to the scope of the passage, he made a judicious division of 
its parts, and expounded them with so much perspicuity, 
that his hearers wxre often astonished that such ideas had 
never occurred to themselves. The passage under con- 
sideration comprised someiiines four, .six, and sometimes 
twelve verses. His illustrations were concise, his reflec- 
tions numerous, but natural, and practical; and distinctly 
named after the explanation of each verse. He seldom 
lectured above forty minutes; for it was his custom to 
preach a sliort semion. in the forenoon, the subject of 
which was, for the most part, a verse of the passage he 
had expounded. 

His sermons, however, were most generally admired.*— 
The perfections and covenant relations of God the Father, 
tlte deity and ofRces of the Son, the person and operations 
of the Holy Ghost, and all the grand distinguishing doc- 
trines of the christian religion, were his favourite topics of 
discourse, and were happily interwoven in all his subjects. 
In unfolding the exceeding great and precious promises, 
and in delineating christian experience, he shone with a 
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peculiar brightness. — His introductions were short, b«t 
striking. His first sentence usually attracted the attention 
of the audience, and prepared them for listening to the 
method. 

His methods were sin[>ple and natural; and, like the spe- 
cimen given in his printed discourses, usually drawn from 
the words of the text. If they are not such as to please the 
fastidious taste of the critic, they were such as always suit- 
ed the circumstances of his audience; and the circumstan- 
ces of an audierice must be known, in order to form a cor- 
rect idea of the propriety or impropriety of the method. — 
The greatest part of his hearer^, engaged in manual la- 
bours, and little accustomed to abstract speculations, need- 
ed truth to be presented before them, not only with the 
S:reatest plainness, but in.such a manner as might render 
it memorable. So much did he excel in this art, tiiat a 
person of ordinary discernment and attention, upon look- 
ing at the text, easily recollected the leading ideas in the 
discourse. 

In passages where any of the divine persons were men- 
tioned — the glorious person was always the first head of 
discourse; and when he announced, "We will speak of the 
glorious person,'* his hearers were all attention. His ideas,, 
arrangements, and pcfileclions, were still new to them; for, 
althongh he did not bring forward new ideas always, he 
clothed his former in bo many new dresses, or modes of 
illustration, that they never failed to aftect his audience 
with the force of truth when first discovered. 

In illustrathig the particulars, or leading truths of the 
discourse, he endeavoured to set them in the best light by' 
a ffew texts of scripture, and some thoughts of his own, 
and quitted the illustration when his hearers were most 
desirous that it should be continued. 

In his application to every sermon, he was close in his 
reasoning, and discovered a deep acquaintance with the 
human heart; and in th«"m he frequently gave some of the 
most pointed and sh.arp rebukes. Finding a servant one 
day beating his master*s horses, and taking the name of 
God in vain, he stood still and reproved him sharply. The 
servant mode no reply; but, prompted by curiosity, came: 
next Lord's day to hear his reprover preach. Swear not 
at all, (said the preacher, when concluding his discourse,) 
is a divine command that binds both maater and servant. 
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I knew a man, tint lono; ai;o, who surprised one of the 
s^,veanng tribe of servants in the very act of damning his 
master's horses. The son of Belial, though challenged, 
durst not open his mouth for his father's interest; but hup?^ 
down his head like a coward in the devil's service. He 
passed by, and had not the manners to thank his reprover, 
or grace to pron\isc amendment. Is he here?— Do I sec 
him? — Shall I name him? After some pause, he added, 
we will rather pray for him. The servant was sitting 
trembling before him: and it may be proper to add, that 
he came afterward to. Mr. Shanks, confessed his fault, 
gave signs of true penitence, was added to the church, 
and never after hcaid to blaspheme the worthy name.— 
WI>cn out of the pulpit, he could also give some very 
sharp reproofs without speaking; sometimes by a look full 
of expression, and sometimes by a silence no less expres- 
sive. 

He was indeed occasionally carried to some indecencies 
of expression by the force of passion, being naturally of a 
sanguine constitution; but, through divine grace, he ac- 
quired such a degree of self-government that he seldom 
said a word which any could h.avc wished to be unsaid. 

His mode of thinking and speaking was peculiar to 
liimseif. His ideas were elevated and sublime; and his 
diction accorded with the grandeur and subliuiity of hi^ 
subjects and sentiments. He had a copiousness, but not 
a ledundancy of expression. His style was simple, but 
not dry; sublime, without any mixture of bombast; and 
harmonious, but not poetic. His appearance in the pul- 
pit was an indication of great self-possession. He stood 
erect, and with little motiontjf his body, while he delivered 
hh discourses. His countenance sedate, and often inclin- 
ing to a smile. The gentle motion of his paralytic hand, 
lus fine eye rolling to the different parts of his audience, 
accompanied w4th a vofce of unequalled solemnity and 
pathos; in short, his whole appearance and language cor- 
responding with the grandeur of his subjects, and the 
noble ftights of his imagination, forcibly displayed the holy 
warmth of his heart, and often made an impression on his 
audience which cannot be described. 

He began all his discourses in a firm and slow articula- 
tion. 'At first he paid no attention either to composition 
©r dcliverv; but, b&ing sent up lo London, ubout two years 
B 2 
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Hfter his ordination> he heard the rev. I>r. Haweis deliver 
a sermon^ whose composition and manner so much accord- 
ed with his judgment and taste, that, from that period, he 
made both a part of his study. He read Longinus once 
every year after this periwl; and the sublime, as defined 
, by that author, belonged in no small degree to him; for liis 
-discourses were striking to persons of all ranks,— to the 
highest and to the lowest. 

He experienced for some years a very ill state of health, 
during which he received, at his own desire, a copious- 
supply of preachers fcomthe Synod}, his chief design was 
to bring the congregation to see the propriety of choosing, 
and the advantage of having a colleague; but, aS( they 
did not take the hint, his rules of prudence did not permit 
him to be more explicit. He relinquished the idea, and 
laboured, after this period for nearly nineteen years^ under, 
great infirmities. About the close of this time, the parar 
lysis, with which he was early struck, increased; which 
added tG4ne solemnity of his appearance, but increased 
hia difficulty of speaking and writingi- To the last he com» 
mitted hia discourses to writing, employing the one hand 
to hold the other firm,, and frequently lying at full length 
on the study floor. 

He experienced the dreadful force of nervous affections^ 
and the great tribulation which is inseperably connected 
with the exercises of the christian graces; He often stood 
in the pulpit under an horror of gre^i darkness; doubting, 
at one time, the rationality of his own nature; and fearing, 
at another, that he waa about to be struck down by the 
avenging arm of a holy God:, while some of his hearers 
were sitting carelessly, some asleep, and some wondering 
at the gracious words-that he spake. The God of hope, 
however, comforted him in all his tributetitjns, and enabled 
him to comfort others. by the^ consokitions - wherewith he 
himself was comforted. This will appeaf.from a few of 
-bis letters, which we will now insert. 

A LETTER of Condolence on the Deatb of a Pious 
and Feasant Female Companion* 

Dear Sik, 
THE run through the straits into a Pacific oceai^ 
though a rough, is not a perilous navigation. The Princ^ 
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^t lire, \cbo hoideth the^ wind in his fist, and treadeih oif 
the waves of the sea^ commands in these straits; and, after 
having sailed through himself in the fiercest hurricanes* 
that ever blew, hath left under his hand and seal a cor- 
rect chart of the sounds and currents, of the 6hallows> and 
iiocks, and breakers, and of the islands of Disappointment 
and Vexation, upon v^hich any of his followers might be 
cast. At the mouth of the straits appeal's Cape Tribula- 
tign, stretching itself along to the Fair Havens;. andmuci> 
skill in^ seamanship is requisite to double it with advantage. 
This promtintory, the terro^r of cowards and the shipwreck* 
of fools, wise and brave men get round without damage^ 
or rather with substantial advant-age. Under it a bold ad' 
venturer* foUnd a bay sheltered from every wind, and in 
which a whole fleet rode with safety^ and celebrated, not ^ 
carnival, but a jubilee: "Blessed be God,, even the Father 
*<pf our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and tho 
"God of all comfort; who coniforteth u» in all our tribula- 
"tion, that we may be able to comfort them which arc in 
"tpoublcy by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
"comforted of God^ For as the sufferings of Christ 
"abound in us,, so our consolation also abdundeth by 
"Christ." Among the papers written during his voyage,^ 
the following observations and instructions are of momen- 
tous importance under every disaster at sea: "If ye en- 
*'duTe chastening, God dcaleth with yoaas with sons* IE 
"ye be without chasA^ment, then are ye bastards, and not 
"sons. We have had fathers of our flesh who corrected 
<<us, and we gave them reverence: Shall we not much ra- 
"thcr be in subjection untatbe Father of spirits, and live? 
"For they verily for a few days chastened- us after their own 
"pleasure; but he for our proiitrthat we might be partak- 
"crs of his< holiness. Now nc^ chastening for the present 
"seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:- nevertheless, after* 
"ward it yieldeth x^e peaceably fruit of righteousness, un* 
"to them who are exercised thereby. WherefoVc lift up 
"the hands which hang down.**' 

After Byron, Carteret, and Cook v with tlie resolutions 
of seamen, have encountered thahorrors of high May:ella* 
nic latitudes, in search of 'd Terra Australia incognitas 
should we despondf or rather, should not we, with the 

•JPauL 
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bravery and intrepidity of believers, endure hardships in 
Seeking that country whose mountains are gold, whose ri- 
vers are pleasures, whose natives are king;s and priests un- 
to God and the Lamb, and whose capital by its map is 
knowu to have the glory of God? especially when its ex- 
istence is past doubt, and safe anchorage in its ports and 
harbours is promised by one who cannot lie. "These are 
"thty who came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
"their robesin the blood of the Lamb.*' 

In several circumstances tribulation is common; yet, by 
reading this scrawl, you will perceive that the writer thinks 
sometimes of the peculiarity in yours. Left alone just af- 
ter tasting the sweet of company. — ^^But helps-meet and 
dears are made for higher s^ervice than ministering to the 
necessity or pleasure of husbands. Whitlier is the pleasant 
soul, lately the manager of thie house and the chearel* of 
the heart, whither is she gone? down to the depth below^ 
or over to one of the islands of Vexation around? Is there 
hope that, under the cover of the blood of an everlasting 
covenant, and with every sail bent, she rowed into' the ha- 
ven which we desire to see? When afraid of going to 
pieces among the flats; and shallows, and l}reakers, this 
hope is not without vigour in the balancing of the heart. 
But a bettier hope, or a stron'ger anchor is necessary to 
ride out the storm in safety, and double the cape with 
advantage; even a hope which, like an anchor, takes hold 
of the Hope of Israel and the Saiviour thereof in the time of 
trouble. This, this hope is the sheet-anchor of extremity; 
and knowing it to have a sure and Stedfast hold within the 
vale by the promise of God without, every believer may 
(Sit in his cabin, even when the waves rise mountain high, 
and with the prince-royal of Israel say, "Deep calleth unto 
•*deep at the noise of thy water-spoutsr, all fhy waves and 
**thy billows are gone over me. Yet the Lord will com- 
"mand his loving kindness in the day time, and in the night 
"his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God 
"of my life." 

Wishing you stores aiKTprovj$ion3 every day from above, 
through the whole length of the run, and at last a pros- 
perous gale to carry you out of the straits into a Pacific 
ocean, lying perpendicularly under the sun of righteous- 
ness, I am. Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 

Alex. Shanks. 

Jedburgh, Sefit. 5, 1789. 
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The foregoing letter was written to the pious female'* 
jhu&baDcI, and tiie following to her father; 

Rrverend dear Father, 

BEHOLD, he taketh away. What hath he taken away? 
His loving-kindness? — No. "My loving-kindness vpill I 
**not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to 
"fail." Wife and friend, son and daughter, to take these, 
is the right ^f his throne; he gave all, and el?cepling one 
thing, is free to take all, without committing violence on 
our property. But since he hath not taken away his loving- 
kindness; since the bereaved liave it under his hand, that 
be will not take away his loving-kindness, they cannot be 
destitute, and should not allow themselves to cry "Marah," 
"without limitations and saving clauses^ Count the dear 
things one by one, which he hath taken away; and is tlierc 
not pleasure in observing, that his loving kindness is not 
amongst the number^ The freedom which t^ie Soverei,q;n 
lately used, in taking from you a dear creature, has doubt- 
less left an > impression; but an impression, I trust, not 
dishonorable to bh loving-kindnqss. While his throne is 
standing, and the rainbow appearing, the voice of the 
closet may be, "Look thou on n>c, and be merciful unto 
«rae, as thoa usest to da unto them that love thy name." 
*Usest to do' — Artless sublimity indeed, towards lovers of 
his name; the dealing, which is the use and wont of hia 
throne, is, "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, 
**unto ^nch as keep his covenant and his testimonies." — 
tJnder heaviness of spirit, there is pleasure in contem- 
plating the mechanism of the body of Christ: its several 
members are united with the head, and united with one 
another, so as to be all members of Christ, and by joints 
and bands, members of one another. In virtue of this 
mysterious organization, one of the many wonders in hea- 
ven, a commimity of feelings, afEictions, and consola'ions 
exist in the body, and every member is both a depeiident 
on the head, and, under the head, a contributor to the edi- 
fying of the body in love. The Miction and consolation of 
each member help forward, not only hjs own consolation 
and salvation, but the consolation and salvation of multi- 
tudes. "Whether we be afflicted," (says oJie, taught by 
the revelation of the Spirit,) "or wlietliflr we be comforted, 
«it is for yoi» consolation and salvation." The framer of 
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this body abounds in wisdom and prudence, and whefn we 
behold it, and observe the several parts contributing in hifs 
hand unto the beauty of the whole, we cannot forbear cry- 
ing again, "O! the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom 
«and knowledge of God.'* -When deductions from this 
principle present themselves, rivers and streams spring 
out of the sacred fountain in summer and winter: but when 
I observe my.lowness and poorness of spirit, and when' 
cliips and spiinters of the cross flying about tqwch me, I 
feel gloominess, peevishness, and fretfulness^ and the baro- 
meter of the mind falling aS^in a misty morning and a 
rainy day; I am suspicious of a radical defect in my expe- 
rience of the power of Christianity, and toss out and in the 
hard words, fool, and beast, and blockhead, and devil itself; 
O! the importance, of a stedfast faith in the divinity of the 
Saviour of the world, and the efficacy of the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, shed for many, and sufficient for all. 
Though beating along the coasts of the dead sea, where 
multitudes wreck themselyesj I hope you are in sight of a 
port divine, and after casting anchor within <he vail, arc 
waiting the signal to land, and to hear the voice from the 
throne, "Come up hither." Wishing to suffer, and to 
rejoice with them who call on the name of the Lord JesuSy 
au)d assuring myself of their good wishes, I am, 

Reverend dear Father, yours, &c. 

Alex. Shanks. 

J LETTEH^ to a Person seefningty trying. 

IN dying, the L6rd our righteousness is a very present 
help. "Fear not; for I am with thee, and will help thee; 
"yea I will help thee. Fear not, little flock, it is your 
"Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom! The 
"Kingdom! What a gift is the kingdom}" where righte* 
ousness, peace, and joy reign; and where every subject, re- 
deemed with blood and crowned with life, is made a king 
and priest to God. "Fear not; I am the first and the last. 
"I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive 
"for evermore, amen; an# have the keys of hell and of 
"death." Oh! for a power of faith to believe his words,, 

En^ra-ved as on eternal brass^ 

The mighty firomise shines; 
Jsfor can the fio^ers of, darkness raze # 

These everlasting lines. 
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The champion, unbelief, will rise against us; but we are 
taught to knock it down with the power and faithfulness of 
the speaker, and to deny whatever it says against his mer- 
cy, truth, and love. 

While ideating about the mouth of the harbour, in sight 
of the shore of eternity, dying believers are liable to fear; 
but they ought to consider, if their fearfulness be not more 
occasioned by weakness of body than want of faith; and 
that they have to deal with a father who knoweth the 
frames of his , children, and who remembereth that they 
are dust. ^*Behold, I lay in Zion a corner-stone, elect, 
"precious; and he that believeth on him shall not make 
"haste." Here is the foundation of faith, and hope, and 
joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Upon this 
foundation I wish to rest while I live, and when I must die; 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter- 
nal life. 

Challenges of conscience for sin committed, and duty 
neglected, and time mispent, often throw a gloom over the 
mind, and raise a storm in the heart. But, blessed be 
God for this cordial, "If any man sin we have an advocate 
with tl^e Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." Hoping 
that the Lord will not leave yoii destitute of his mercy and 
truth, and wishing to remember you while you need to 
be rememberedy I am, as usual, 

Alex. Shanks. 

Jepburgh, Afiril 21, 1797. 

The following is part of a letter wHch was written to 
* one, originally a member of his congregation, who, after 
travelling, along with her husband (who belonged to the 
army,) to vaiious parts of the British dominions, obtained 
with him, in the evening of life, a comfortable settlement 
In Great- Britain, 

Madam, 

AFTER the fatigues and inconvenicncies of travelling; 
after the noise of- carrips and garrisons, the pleasures of 
rest will have a strong relish. Ah altar of gratitude is, I 
hope standing in your dwxUing place, and sacrifices of 
praise offered daily to him who preserved you by sea and 
land, and who at last hath given you an house in Great-Bri- 
tain, within the' kingdom of his dear Son. A voice, how- 
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ever, is sayinj^, this is not your rest. Here the best houses 
are temporary huts, which the hand ot industry raises, and 
the vanity of wealth beautifies and fiils. But here conre- 
nicacics are calls to gratitude, and opportunities to help 
forward our preparations fot* an house not made with 
handS) and a rest remaining for the people of God- * * * * 

So much did he value social worship in the family, that, 
although those who occayonally lodged with him were 
under the necessity of going away by six, or even four in 
the morning, he was always up before them, and called 
tbem to worship before their departure. 

He was habitually serious, but not gloomy; modest, but 
not mean; always dignified, but never assuming. By rea- 
son of long habits of close study, he was rather disposed to 
silence in company; sometimes, however, he could indulge 
in innocent pleasantry, and interest himself deeply in cer- 
tain conversations. Cautious and prudent in his whole 
deportment, it is not saying too much, to affirm that he 
weighed almost every word before he spake it, and almost 
every action in his intercourse with mankind before he per- 
formed it. 

He was (what that society to which he belonged has al- 
ways professed and shewn itself to be) loyal to the king, 
and zealously attached to the good laws of the realm. 

His visits to the sick were frequent; but he studied to 
be very short both in his prayer and address. 

He put the greatest value upon time. At even, he 
arranged the plan of labour for the following day; and, in 
general, neither company, amusement, nor extraneous bu- 
siness, were suffered to derange it. He calculated upon 
contingencies, and kept his loins girt about and his lamp 
burning; so that he was seldom called to do any thing for 
which he was unprovided. He was always an early riser; 
but towards the close of his days he was little in bed, and 
was sometimes debarred from rest in sleep for fourteen 
idays and nights together. 

His infirmities increased, and he presented his demis- 
sion to the Associate Presbytery of K«1sq; his brethren 
received it with every demonstiation of sincere regard 
for his welfare, and of their deep regret for the loss of hi& 
company and counsel. 



V 
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After his demission, and the ordination of his successor, 
he pi cached occasionally; and it was truly affecting to see 
him then in the pulpit, and to hear him, in the character of 
a pdvate member of the church, praying, '*Lord, bless our 
Pastor; give him firmness of nerve, fertility of thought, 
readiness of recollection and expression; and may thy 
gospel come to us not in word but in power.'* 

A little before his death, he gave five pounds to the 
Missionary Society; and said to his successor, when he 
gave him :tlic money, this is the last effort I can make for 
the extension of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the world. <*There are some things in the society that I 
cannot approve; but were I to wait until all were of my 
way of thinking, nothing would ever be done." 

His Bible was now his constant companion; study was 
still his delight; and though he was under no necessity to 
• prepare for preaching, he studied for his own amusement. 
He loved all discourses and writings that were simple and 
scriptural. On this account, he esteemed Robinson's 
Scripture Characters veiy highly, and read it seven times 
over during the last year of his life. 

He was struck wUh a palsy on the 15th of August 1799. 
He recovered in part; but his recollection continued 
broken, which rendered him unfit for conversation. 

He wa6 conscious of his approaching dissolution, and 
gave evidence that he was supported by the faith of those 
doctrines which he had long preached to others. When 
he was asked what was now the ground of his hope, he an- 
swered, The hope set before me in the gospel. 

When supported by his successor in walking across the 
roorn, tlie <lay being uncommonly dark, and the rain de- 
scending in torrents, making the harvest an heap in the day 
of grief and desperate sorrow; having looked out at the win- 
dow, he turned to him, and with an enerjjy of voice and ex- 
pression of countenance he will never forget, said, "Oh 
"what a dayl It is enough to turn melancholy into deep 
"mourning. My mind would now be completely without 
"support, but for the peace of God that passeth all under- 
"standing." His patience and fortitude under severe af- 
fliction were great. When he was asked how he did, even 
vhen the spasinodic asthma was most violent, he only 
C 
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said, "A little uneasy." He had often condemned tlic 
conduct of some persons, who, when they fall into trouble, 
alarm the whole circle of their fiiends and neighbours; 
and work up their feelings by frequent recitals of their 
sufferings, when they ought to have their minds turned to 
nobler subjects and exercises. He now marked his dis- 
approbation of such conduct, by his own example under 
complicated sufferings; for these were never once made 
the subjects of his discourse, or complaint. 

He closed his life in short prayers, like the following: 
<'Lord, strengthen me wiih all might, according to thy 
"glorious power, unto all patience, with long suffering and 

"joy fulness, for Jesus' sake. Amen." "Lord let patience 

"have its perfect work, for Jesus' sake. Amen." ^"Into 

"thy hand I commit my spirit. Thou hast redeemed me, 
"O Lord God of truth." — —"O Lord, enable me to leave 
"all, and give up with all, and coni^e to thee, for Jesus' sake- 
"Amen." 

On the day before his death, he looked out at the win- 
dow to the garden, and to the sky, with apparent delight; 
and often asked, "When will Christ come in?" In the 
evening he grew worse; and it was indeed affecting to sec 
this precious son of Zion in his last struggles, when, to 
use his own expression, hands, and feet, and faith, were all 
at work. At a late hour, he said, "Lord, raise me above 

all my infirmities, for Jesus' sake. Anten." And a- 

bout four in the morning, of the fifth of October, 1799, his 
prayer was answered. He died in the 68th year of his 
age, and the 39th of his nrdnistry. His dust rests in Jed- 
burgh burial-field; and that he lived much respected and 
beloved, and died much and justly lamented, is inscribed 
on the stone that ^narks his grave. 

To live writer of this memoir he was an affectionate fa- 
ther in Christ; and no lime noi' change can efface the im- 
pression which his tender solicitude and unwearied kind- 
ness has made. Endeared to him by bis many offices of 
friendship, and labours of love; and writing this memoir in 
that study where the greatest part of his life was spent, and 
where those spiritual feasts were prepared which delight- 
ed and nourished the souls of many; be feels w^hat no words 
can describe. Such feelingSi are natural^ and he does not 
Jbiush to avow them. 
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We 6iKi Tully, of old, representing his friend Atlicus 
observing the pleasing and indescribable effects of scenes 
of this kind.* 

Kvcry feeling, however, recoils at the idea of raakincj 
the' man who was beloved and admired while he lived, and 
whose n^emory is blest, the subject of fulsome panegyric. 
Those, indeed, who did not kiww him, may suppose that 
too much has been said; but his famrliar friends will think 
very differently. I have only to add, that the illustration 
of the riches of divine grace, by which he was what he 
"was, and the benefit which others may derive from so 
shining an example of piety and diligence, is the chief de- 
sign of this delineation: Truth being most attracting when 
it appears in the lives of men. The fulness of grace, that 
was the ornament and strength of our fathers, dwells still 
in Jesus, and is able to make the lowest and vilest of sin- 
ners leave the ways of daath, and tread hi the steps of 
them who through faith and patience are now inheriting 
the promises— whose faith may we all follow^ considering 
the end of iheir conversation. 

R. Young. 

Jedburgh, 16th Juiuy 1805. 



"^ Movemur enim nescio quo fiacto locis i/isis in quibus 
(Torum quos diligimus, aut admiramus adsunt vestigia^ 
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SEttMON I. 

THE AGONY OF THE SON OF GOD« 



Luke xxii. 44. 

^nd, being in an a^oni/y he firayed more eai*ncstly: and 
his sweat tvas as it were great 4ropa of blood Jailing 
down to the ground, 

"IT is a fearful thing to Jail into the hands of the living 
**Ood." <'God is jealous, and the Lord rcvengeth: the 
*'Lord revengeth, and is furious." "Who can stand before 
**his indignation? who can abide in the fierceness of his 
"anger?" *'Thou, even thou art to be feared; and who 
*<niay stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?" To 
assertions of the power of his anger scripture adds descrip- 
tions; and heightens, and inflames these descriptions, with 
imagery terrible to the senses of men. The trennbling of 
the earth, the melting of the hills, the falling of rocks, and 
the flaming of devouring fire, are terrible images,, under 
■which the power of the wrath of God is frequently des- 
cribed. 

But no images in the description, nor any facts in the 
history of wrath, exhibit its power in such terror as the ob- 
ject that appears in our text. Behold the Son of God, fal- 
C 2 
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ling beneath the throne of his righteocis Father, uttering 
words which language is in pain to express, and enduring 
anguish which no speaker ean describe. Who is able to 
stand when he fell, or who can abide the heat of that de- 
vouring fire before which his strength dried up like a 
poisherd, and his heart melted likewax in the nr^idst of his 
bowels? 

At the institution of the ordinance wlach is to be obser- 
ved, amongst us thisday^ the Son of God said, "Do this in 
<*i»emembrance of me." Preservation of the memory of 
his person, offices, and actions, and of his sufferings, death, 
and love, is the object of this holy institution; and the ob- 
servance of it, in the manner and form appointed by him- 
self, is a means of fellowship with him in his benefits, and 
an expression of gratitude for the kindness of his love. In 
order to p^repare ourselves for doing honour to his memo- 
ry, in his own manner, we have taken out of his history a 
theme of discourse, in these words: "And, beipg in an a- 
"gony, he prayed more earnestly: and his, sweat was as it . 
"were great drops of blood falling down lo.the.ground.** 

We shall begin with observations concerning the suffer- 
.er; next proceed to his agony; then speak of his praying; 
and finally describe the effect of the agoay on his body. — 
May tl^e Spirit of glory and qf God rest upon us;.- and by 
the doctrine of his word and the aid of our senses, strength- 
en our faith and love; and fill us with joy and peac^, in 
speaking, hearing, and believing. . 

T; WE begin with observations concerning the sufferer, 
of whose history our text is a part. Scripture is the wit- 
ness or testimony of Godj wl/ich he hath testified of his 
Son. Til his ministry out\ Lord acknowledges this, and 
directs to the holy writings Jews who demanded proofs of 
his mission and claim: "Search the scriptures; for iathem 
"ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
"testify of riie.*' In these records all that is necessary to 
be known and believed concerning him is found, and par- 
ticularly the divinity of his person, the line of his ancestry, 
the niystory of his incarnation, the lustre of his actions, and 
the c:k>ry of his offices. 

Firsts In the witness which God hath testified of his 
Son, the divinity of his person shines forth in the clearest 
light. Before his appearance in our nature prophets di§- 
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played it, when he appeared he himself laid claim lo it, 

- and after his ascension into heaven aposiles preached it to 
the world, and in their writings left behind them many 
proofs of zeal for this part of the faith delivered to the 
saints.— By prophets, we have these acknowledgements 
of his person and godhead: "Thou art my Son; this day 
"have I begotten thee." "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
"ever." "Of old thou hast laid the foundation of the earth, 
"and the heavens are the work of ihy hatid." "His name 
"shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
"The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.*' "The 
"Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to h^s lem- 

- "pie." — By himself these declarations are made: "Before 
"Abraham was I am." "1 am xUe Son of God." "I and 
"my Father are one." "He that hath seen me, hath 
"seen the Father.**^ "I am in the Father, and the Father 
"is in me." "As the Father raiseth up the dead, and quick- 
"eneth," even so the Son quickeneth whom he will."-— 
"The Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son, 
"that all men should honour the Son even as they honour 
"the- Father." — By apostles these testimonies are given 
and recordedr "In the beginning w^s the Word, and 
"the Word was with God, and the Word was God." "Be- 
"ing in the form of God, he thought it not robbery to be 
"equal with God." "In him dwelleth all the fulness of 
*Hhe godhead bodily." "Ry him were all thi'igs created, 
"that are in heaven, and that are on earth, visible and in- 
"visible." "The brightness of the glory, and the express 
"image of the person of the Father, upholding all things 
"by the word of his power." — The testimony of God to 
the person and glory of his Son stands before the world in 
the valley of visicMi, like a shining monument, whose 
foundation is deeper thaa hell, and its height higher than 
heaven. The characters of his divinity, ertgraven upon 
it, are not the officious perversions of scribblers •incl;r iIkj 
reign of ignorance, but the genuine engravinj^s of that 
hand who inspired the wisdom and understanding of tlic 
engravers in the tribes of Judah and Dan. 

Secondly^ In the witness which God hath testified of bis 
Son, the line of his ancestry, according to the flesh, is laid 
before the world in full length. From Paradise, where he 
revealed his purpose of bruising the head of the strpent, 
to BctlilehejD, where, he appeared in the likeness of meH; 
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his line of ancestry stretches itself the lengjth of four thou- 
sand years; and proves him to be the seed of the woman, 
whom the serpent deceived; the son of Abraham, whom 
God called out of Ur of the Clialdees; the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, where the sceptre of the lawgiver was fixed; 
and the offspringof David, in whose house God raised for 
us an horn of salvation, From Abraham, Matthew runs 
his line downward, and exhibits the end of it in Joseph, ihe 
husband of the virgin of whom he was born: and from 
Heli, the father of the virgin, Luke runs his line upward, 
and discovers the begimnng of it in Adarn, the husband of 
the woman of whose seed he was rhade.- Amazing line, 
indeed! The ancestry of the Son of God, according to the 
flesh, is not one of the "foolish and endless genealogies- 
"which minister questions rather than eodly edifying.*'— 
The sovereignty, wisdom, and love of God, break forth at 
its beginning, and running along the whole lengtli, glorify 
themselves in meeting with his mercy and truth at its end; 
tvhile he who at the beginning appears in tJie mysterious 
glory of the seed of the woman, manifests himself about 
the middle as the son of Abraham, and farther down as the 
root ou.t of the stem of Jesse, till at the end he rises wp in 
mysterious glory as at the begimiin.i^^ "the Son of God, 
•<made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
**vvho were under the law, that we might receive the a- 
"doptionofsons."' 

Thirdly^ In the witness which God ha^h testified of his 
Son, the mystery of his incarnation is made known. Walk- 
round the monument standing before you, look up and 
f ead these engravings of his signet: "Behold a virgin shall 
"conceive, and bear a Soru and shall call his name Imma- 
•<nuel." "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
•<power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore 
•*also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
"called the Son of God.** "And she brought forth her 
**^first-born Son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
"and laid him in a manger.^* "The word 'was made flesh, 
"and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory 
**as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
"truth.** "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
•<of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took pnrt of 
"the same." "Verily he took not on him the nature of an- 
^gels^ bul he took on him the seed of AbrAham.'* "For 
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«it behoved him to be ipade like unto his brethren in all 
"things" necessary to hik end in taking their likeness.— 
" Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness, 
"God was manifest in the flesh." — Great, indeed! Incon- 
ceivably great! Come, and let us ascribe greatness unto 
it. The love which gave rise to it is ^reat. The wisdom 
which designed it is great. The power which. executed 
it is great. The end obtained by it is great. The bless- 
ings which flow from it are great. O the heighth and 
depth, and length and breadth, of the mystery of godliness; 
wluph in other ages was not made known to the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed, and by the scriptures of the 
holy apostles and prophets, according to the command- 
ment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations 
for the obedience of faith. Blessed are they who, in read- 
ing and hearing, understand, believe, and acknowledge, 
the revelation of this mystery! 

Fourthly y In the witness which God hath testified of !ns 
Son, the lustre of his actions is displayed The diai7 of 
creation, and the volumes of providence, transmit the 
feme of his wisdom, and power, and goodness, from gen- 
eration to generation; while the history of redemption 
records and celebrates the wonders of his love and the 
riches of his grace. But at present we shall only attend 
to some actions in the little book, which begins at his birtli 
and eiKlsat his death. — Though the form of a servant veiled 
the form of God, and hid the glory of deity from the eye of 
the world, great things and unsearchable stand recorded 
in this collection, "yea, and wonders without number.'* 
His birth was celebrated in the air^ in a coi^cert of angels; 
and his baptism signalized in Joi'dan, with a voice from 
the excellent glory. The deceiver of mankind found him 
invincible in the wilderness;-and, after the departure of 
that adversary, angels appeared and ministered to his in- 
digent nature. By his compassion and goodness, tablesr 
were covered in deserts, bread created, and the hungty 
fed by hundreds and by thousands. Wind and sea took- 
orders from him; and uproar, shutting its mouth at his^ 
presv-^nce, bowed and retired. Health and sickness heard 
his voice; and, at his command, death and the grave deli- 
vered their prey. The power of vegetation yielded to his 
word; the brokers in the temple fled at the shaking of his. 
scourge; and devils left their possessions at the terror olf 
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his rebuke. Principalities and powers felt the vengeance* 
of his cross; and hills, and rocks, and graves, celebrated* 
the triumph of his death. "Go and shew John the thin;^s 
"which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, 
"and the lame walk, and the lepers are cleansed, and the 
"deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the gos- 
"pel preached unto them." And to this collection of his 
Wonders, we add now, "Having spoiled principalities and 
"powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
"them in his cross.'* — What shall we say? "Many, 6 Lord 
"our God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done. 
"They cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee. If wc 
"would declare and speak of them, they are more than 
"can be numbered." "The heavens shall praise thy won- 
"ders, O Lord, thy faithfulness also in the congregation of 
the saints." 

Fifthly^ In the witness which God hath testified of his 
Son, the glory of his ofBces breaks forth in the highest 
splendour. The glory of the offices of the Son of God in 
our nature is unspeakably brighter than the glory of pro* 
phets, priests, and kings, who were figures of him in these 
offices. In every part where his likeness to them appears^ 
his pre-eminence above them also appears. The glory, 
which the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold in 
the face of Moses,,when he came down from the mount of 
God, is faint, compared with the glory of the transfigura- 
tion, when the face of the Son of God, in our nature, 
"shined as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light, 
"and a voice out of the cloud said. This is my beloved Son, 
"in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." — The pomp of 
the high-priest, in garments of glory and beauty, burning 
sacrifices, sprinkling blood, and making atonements, enter- 
ing through the vail into the holy of holies, and offeririgv 
incense before the mercy-seat, is not glory equal to that 
which intellectual and believing eyes behold in our great 
High-piiest, putting away sin by the sacrifice of himself, 
entering with his own blood into heaven itself, appearing 
in the presence of God, and in his own censer, and with his 
own incense, offering the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar before the throne. David, sitting in his 
throne, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, subduing the 
enemies of his kingdom, and triumphing over them in war, 
cannot be equalled with the King of kings, spoiling princi- 
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patiiies an<l powers, triumphing over them in his cross, 
sluing on ilie right hand of the majesty on liigh, and by 
liis word and spirit storming the strong-holds of ignorance^ 
idolatry, and pride, subduing sinners to himself) and reign- 
ing in their hearts by his love. 

II. These proofs and illustrations of the divinity of the 
Son of God in our nature, of the line of his ancestry accor- 
ding to the flesh, of the mystery of his incarnation, of the 
lustre of his actions, and of the glory of his ofiices, are 
means to strengthen our faith in his person, to raise our 
admiration of liis love, to inflame our gratitude for the re- 
demption through his blood, and to dispose us for our ap- 
pearance at his table, — to shew his death, in obedience to 
his commandment. In order to attain the same ends, an 
illustration of his agony is also necessary. No word in 
our language is able to express the vigour of this Gr^ek 
term. . L/nable to afford a translation, our translators give 
the original an English termination, and leave the mystery 
of the sense unto the understanding and astonishment of be- 
lievers. A conflict in body and mind between life and 
death, or what scripture caUs"sorrows of death'* and "pains 
< 'of hcil,** are the expressions which come nearest the mean- 
ing of this mysterious and terrible .word; and the illustra- 
tion that we are able to give of it is in the following parti- 
culars: 

I^irBit^ Wrath took hold of the suffering nature, which 
subsisted in the person of the Son of God, and bruised and 
criishcd it unto death. The effects of the power of wrath, 
which the prophets had described, he himself felt and ex- 
pressed in the hour of his agony. "My heart is melted 
"like wax in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dri- 
*'ed up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my 
•'jaws, and thou hast brought me into the dust of death." 
"He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
'Tor our iniquities — For the transgression of my people 
"was he stricken.*' « Vwake, O sword, against my shep- 
"herd, and against the man who is my fellow, saith the 
*'Lord of hosts; smite the shepherd.'*—The wounds, and 
bruises, and pangs, and sorrows, in these descriptive pro- 
phesies, were felt and expressed by himself in the hour 
of anguish. "He began to be sorrowful and very heavy." 
-"Aly soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." "lie 
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began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy." «0 
"my father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me."— 
. Turn the eye of the understanding toward the mysterious 
person who uttered these words: Behold the Son of God, 
in our nature and stead, kneeling down upon the ground, 
and crying — crying with strong cries and tears, unto his 
righteous Father, while his righteous Father spared him 
iTOt because of his crying; but for us, guilty and ungodly 
sinners, delivered him up to the power of his anger and 
the fierceness of his wrath. 

Secondly y While sorrows of death compassed the Son 
of God in our^aturc, the fallen angel, who had the power 
of death, came and insulted his anguish. After instituting 
and celebrating the commemoration of his death, and 
■when rising to go to the place of his agony, he said, "The 
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me." — 
The temptations of this furious and vindictive spirit we 
cannot know particularfy; but we know that in all points, 
excepting sin, the sufferer was tempted like as we are 
tempted; and from his words, before he left the house, 
we justly infer that his agony was an hour of temptation. 
On this extraordinary occasion, the chain of the tempter 
was lengthened, and leave given to exert to the utteniiost, 
against the Son of God, the power over sinners which the 
curse of the law had placed in his hand. Tohim who was 
perfectly holy,*his insolences and blasphemies were odious, 
and gave the deepest and most painful wounds to his suf- 
fering nature: but in the garden, as in the wilderness, he 
resisted that vile and formidable spirit; and on the cross, 
through pangs and sorrows of death, dissolved the power 
over death that was in his hand, as an executioner of the 
curs^. 

Thirdlxj^ Circumstances of time, place, and witnesses, 
sharpened the pangs, and mu"ltiplied the sorrows of the 
agony. The time was about the middle of the night, and 
the darkness of the season thickened the gloom that hung 
over the suffering nature of the Son of Gx)d. The place 
was solitaryv, and no object appeared in it to divert the sor- 
row and anguish of his soul. The witnesses, though 
charged to watch, fell asleep, and deprived him of the 
comfoitof h\iman svmpathy, "Behold, and see if there 
*M)o any sorrow equal to the sorrow wherewith the Lord 
"afflicted him in the day of his fierce anger."— The tem- 
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pest \tras violent, and its impressions and operations upon 
soul and body language is not able to express, nor thought 
to conceive. Behold the holiness of God, and the power 
of bis anger; the evil of sin, and the vengeance of the 
curse; the exceeding greatness of the love of Chiist, and 
the unsearchable riches of his graee. 

Fourthly^ The agony was greater than the* suffering 
nature of itself could sustain. It subsisted in the person 
of the Son of God, and by its subsistence was upholden 
and preserved from dissolution; but though subsisting in 
this infallible state, it needed and received succour from 
above. "There appeared ao angel unto him from heaven* 
'Strengthening him.'* What this ministring spirit said, 
though not expressed, is implied. He spake to the suf-* 
ferer of the glory of the Father in his sufferings, of the 
j^jy set before him, of the honour of finishing the work 
that he had undertaken, and of the salvation of millions, 
who would celebrate his triumph with their praises for- 
ever. ' Mysterious dispensation indeed! He who upholds 
all thinq^ by the word of hns power, needing support him- 
self, ana i*eceiving support from a spirit created and up- 
held by himsein The strength of the suffering nature 
w?»s exhausted, while the person suffering in it travelled 
in the greatness of his strength, ^ Offices performed to 
him by the servant of the throne, did not decide and ter- 
minate the conflict, nor mitigate its violence and fury.— 
These oflRces strengthened the feintipg nature of the al- 
Tfiighty stffferer, arid enabled it- to receive and to ocar 
additional measures and impressions of vengeance. Ac- 
cordingly, the agony continued and increased, *'and he 

*<prayed more Earnestly/* • 

> 

in. This reminds us of the third part of our method, 
Wtilch ' is to speak of the Son of God praying under his 
agony, aftei^- he wais strengthened by the offices of the 
angel. — "Being in .an agony," salt h the text, "he prayed 
**ftiore* earnestly." . Every word here is full of meaning 
and importance. The Son of God forayed — prayed ear* 
nestly — prayed more earnestly! By an illustration of 
each, may his spirit lead us farther into the mystery of the 
feilowship of his suffetings. 

Firat^ Under his agony, in our nature and stead, the 
Son of God prayed; and^n praying, officiated as our great 
D 
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high'pricst. Prayers for deliveraoce from tlie ourse^ fOid 
the bestowing of the blessbg, were offered up to Goa with 
the sacrifices under the law. On the day of atonemem, 
the high-priest confessed over the scape-g©at the iuiqui- 
ties of the children of Israel, deprecated the Ciri^e, and 
implored the acceptance of the sacrifice and the foi'give* 
ness of sin. To this solemn iiwtitution, the Son of Gpd 
conformed his exercise; and ^ while the sacrifice of him- 
self burned on the altar, prayed, as our great high-priest, 
for deliverance from the cui'se, and for the efficacy ancj 
acceptance of his atonement, to the glory of God and the 
expiation of our iniquities. 

Secondly y He prayed earnestly, £lnd with intensenes? 
and fervency of spirit. In a prophesy of his agony and suf« 
ferings, David describes his prayer under tliis re marka* 
ble circumlocution, "The words of my roaring;" -and a 
commentary upon it stands in the Epistte to the Hebrews^ 
"Who in the days of his fleshy when he bad- offered .up 
*<prayers and supplications, with strong crying ifnd tears,., 
"unto him that, was able to sate hdih fmn» dtatb', and Was. 
J'heard in that he feared." "Strong cryittgi": whicfi is the 
expression in the Epistle, corresponds to "wiou'ds of Toar-. 
Jng," which is the expression in the propliecy; and bybotb,. 
the intenseness of his spirit rather than the noise of his: 
voice is expressed. Under impressions of the ho'Mness of 
God, and the power of his anger, the pvil.in sin, and the 
vengeance in the curse, he poured out 'his heai?t liMe^w»ler» 
before the face of the Lordj .and, with intenseness^ of soul, f 
and fervency of utteraDce, and assuirance t)f bearings tiiit^e; 
supplication unto himn for support to Ms suffering nature,* 
and victory over principalities and powersj, fov.tbe iiQ.Qfpl-') 
ance of his sacrifice, and for deliverance from the power 
of death, by a resurrection on the third day. 

Thirdly^ ^^ prayed more earnestly. We should not' 
allow our^elves to think ^that there had. been a defect M the 
former praver, In his devbtions). earneltoeto^ had b^een 
always peiiect, 3ut there. are degrees in. perfection; andi 
while he comtinued in prayer, hi$ eamestheas rose fr^mTone^ 
degree of perfection to another. For the rise in his ear*- 
nestness, two causes are assignable*— 'the oi!ices- which the. 
angfel performedto his suffering nature, and the tontinw- 
atice and increase of hi^ agony. Encouraged by the ten- 
der and kind,ofiicesof the ' angel, and strengthened; with> 
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ift»wrances, by that sei'vant of his Father, of the glory 
•which would follow his suiRTerings, his dying nature re- 
vived, his hope rose to the highest elevation of earnest 
expectation, sand his intenseness in prayer increased in 
proportion. On the other hawl, his agony continued and 
increased. It was no^ in the power of the angel to bear a 
part of the grief; this the sufferer did not need. Neither 
was it among his instructions to promise that the Father 
would spare; this the sufferer knew could not be done, and 
did ttot desire to be; done* The work of the sfrvant was 
io revive his dying nature, and to strengthen it to bear the 
uengpance of tite law under which he stood. When this 
^ork was done, the servant withdrew and disappeared, apd 
.the conflict becon^ng immediately more violent, the Son 
of God, wIk) in our nature is high-priest, altar, and sacii- 
lice, prayed snore earnestly. 

V. .IV. The effect^ of the agony upon the body of the 
f^on of Go<l is to be described in the last place* ^^His 
^* sweat was as it ^vere great drops* of blood falling dowtl 
*Ho.ttie grouiid."— Sweat followed sin into the WorM. 
The first ipan^ who was on the earth, sinned; and<*the 
**Lord Ciod said unto him, In the sweat of thy face shalt 
"thou.eat bread till thou return to the gtound*"*— The se- 
coad man, who is the Lord from heaven, knew no sin; 
but was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and in his body 
bore ilie sins of many. Accordingly, sweat, which is a 
j>art of the likeness of our sinful iflesh, broke out, under 
iiis agony,, all over his holy body. This extraordinary 
sweat is an effect of the agony of his suffering nature, un- 
der the execution of the curse. The conflict must have 
been violent, and thfe oppression heavy beyond conception, 
"when his holy body threw out sweat of such a ^juality. In 
ordinary circumstances, the cold of the night and the 
dampness of tlie groimd, would have stopped the pores of 
perspirationi and pi-evented ss^eat frani breaking out. But 
in Get^lisemarie the circumstances were extraordinary. 
The weight of the power briiising the' Son of God, in our 
n^kture^rxd in our stead, would have gririded the creation 
to pow<ler; and the flve, Tjurning the sacrifice of himself, 
by which he put away sin, would have melted the earth, 
caused the ocean to boil, and turned the whole universe 
ibto a helL 
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After some observations, we shall . conclude witb all 
exhoriatjon to the believing part of our bearers; and an ad- 
dress unto the unbelieving part. 

Observe, !«/, In the agony of the Son of God,. the evil of 
sin appears in a stronger light than ever it had appeared 
before. Righteous juctgmentSj executed upon incorrigi- 
ble sinners, had demonstrated it to be the only evil, and the 
cause of every other evil; but when judgment without nwjr- 
cy was lexecuted upon the Son of God, the demonstration 
become seven-fold clearer and more awful. Oh, that men 
•would consider this dcmonstrationl It is one of the hard- 
.est tasks in the world to persuade many that sin is %s vile 
as the word of God has represented, and deserves all that 
vengeance which his law hath denounced and thi'catened. 
Multitudes are not so properly sorry for their sins against 
the law of God, as for the severity of the law of God against 
their sins, and deceive themselves with an imagination of 
their own heart, — that temporal offipnces cannot dfaw^ 
after them everlasting misery. Before a reasonable man 
will admit such an imagination, he must have in hia 
eye alt the ends and designs' which God can possibly have 
in punishing transgressions of his law; and see provecF, 
that these may be obtained as agreeably to lus perfections- 
by temporal, as by eternal misery. , . 

2dly, In the agony of his beloved Son^ the holiness of 
God breaks forth in a brightness of glory exceeding tbd 
lustre of every other manifestation of it to. the world; 
When the strength of Egypt was overthrown in the R^d 
Sea, Moses taught the children of Israel to sing* "Who is 
**like unto thee, O Lord, amongst the gods! who is like 
'Hhee, glorious in holin ssl" When fire bamc out; of his 
pavilion, and devoured Nadab and Abrhu, Mose^ saidw-n- 
to Aaron, "This is that which the Lord spake, saying, I 
"will be sanctified in them who come nif',h me, and before 
"all the people I will be glorified.'* — ^.When he smote the 
men of Beth-shemibh,for looking into his ark, the surviving; 
citizens said, "Who is able to stand before this holy Ixtvd 
<'God." — In these righteous judgmontSv holiness, and the 
glory of holiness appear. But an- appejirance unspeakably 
brighter and ipore awful breaks forth bt fore the world in 
Gethscmane,— rthe Son of God, in our nature, in our stead, 
and under our iniquities, offering himself upon the altar» 
and holiness kindUnjg;, as the fiame of devouring fire, and 
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burning the sacrifice. Heboid, and say again, *• Who is 
«^able to stand before this holy Lord God?"— Whose voice 
is ihia? ''Why art tlK»u so far from helping me, and from 
*Hhe words of my roaring? O my God, I cry unto thee in 
**the day-time, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, 
"and am not silent. But thou art iioly, O thou who inha- 
"bifest the praises of Israel!" — Observe, O hearer, these 
words, "But thou art holy." Observe the connection in 
which they stand, and the occasion to wliich they refer. 
Consider the sufferer, for whom they w^ere prepared, and 
the complacency with which he uttered them under his 
sufferings. 

or//y. In the agony of his dear Son, the appearance of 
the wrSith of God is like devouring fire. None of the 
elements is fiercer, or more terrible to our senses, than 
fire. The appearatice of it is dreadful, the force of it is 
irresistible, and the pain which is the effect of it is intoler- 
able. "Unquenchable fire" is among the metaphors of 
everlasting punishment, and a sensible represeniation of 
the meaning and force of the words, anger, wrath, fury,iii- 
<!ignation, vengeance. The whole terror implied in these 
words, and in the metaphor "devouring fire," took hold of 
the Son of God in his agony, melted his heart in the midst 
of his bowels, dried up the strength of his body, and pier- 
ced his soul with pangs of inconceivable anguish. What 
made him sore amazed, and exceeding sorrowful? It 
could not be pre-apprehensions of scourging, crucifixion, 
and mockery. Martyrs, for his sake, have endured these 
ivithout amazement. An invisible hand pressed his holy 
body, and an invisible sword passed through his holy soul. 
The sins of many being laid upon him by imputation, and 
bound on him by his own engagement to bear them, bis 
righteohs Father, for whom are all things, and by whona 
are all things, proceeded, according to the law under 
which he stood, wounding him for the transgressions which 
^ere violations of it, and bruising him under the iniquities 
which he had engaged to bear, 

Athly^ Under the agony of the Son of God, his love to 
the men whom the Father had given him appears un- 
speakably, and inconceivably great. Paul, who had con- 
sidered the heighth and depth, and length and breadth 
of this object, affirms, that it "passeth knowledge." Love 
greater, love equal^ love comparable to it, doth not €x;st 
D 2 
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among creatures. Friend laying down life for friend, and 
one good man dying for anotlier, is the height above which 
the love of man cannot rise. *^Greater love hath no man ♦ • 
"than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." 
But the love of the Son of God ascends unspeakably high- 
er. The just suffering for the unjust, Christ dying for 
sinners, God laying down his life for enemies, are demon- 
strations, to which there is none equal in the records of 
the reign of love among men. "The Son of God loved 
"me, and gave himself for me." "Christ loved us, and 
"gave himself for us." "Christ; loved the church, and 
"gave himself for it." "Hereby perceive we the love of 
"God, because he laid down his life for us."— With these 
texts before you, read the history of his agony, and come 
to his table, saying within yourselves, "Unto him who lov- 
"ed us, and washed us in his own ^ blood, be glory and do* 
"minion, for ever and ever. Amen." 

Sthlyy The agony of the Son of God is an effect of ia- 
Tisible and mysterious causes. In the garden, where he 
fell under ir, no visible causes existed. It was a place to 
which he had often resorted. Nothiiig ever troubled him 
in it before, and no enemy was tlvere when he entered.—* 
What could be the causes of, his amazement now; or 
whence came the sorrows with which he found himself 
surrounded and overwhelmed? An invisible weight press- 
ed him to the ground, an invisible fire melted his heart, an 
invisible sword entered ipto his soul, invisible powers pre- 
sented themselves before him, in battle array, and in their 
presence hisinvisible Father bruised him in hisanger,and in 
his wrath against sin, which lay upon him, and spared him 
not. Behold the mystery which unfolds itself in this ago- 
ny, unparalleled in the records of suffering. A mystery^ 
wrapped up, and hid from the wise and prudent, but laid 
out and revealed unto babes; The holy One and the 
just, in our nature, in our ajfead, and under the imputation 
of our iniquities, falling before his Father alone, while his 
Father alone, to whom vengeance belongelji, multiplies 
his sorrows and his wounds; and into his spirit pouts all 
the bitterness of the curse! Who is able to stand when 
he fell, and what agonies are reserved for despisers of the 
benefits of his agony! 

6/A/y, The agony of the Son of God is the essence of 
penal bitterness and anguish of spirit. Why did he cry. 
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«0, my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass froin 
"me?" why did he wrestle? why did he Uirow out "sweat 
"as it were great dropa of blood falling down to the 
"gi*ound?" Why did he sorrow even unto deatli? why was 
he thus oppressed and afHicted? and why did her need and 
receive the ofiices and consolations of a servant? The 
mystery of these expostulations unfolds and opens itself 
to the world in /iro/ihecy. "Surely he hath borne our 
'^griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem liim 
"stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
"wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised fur our 
"iniquities, yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; the 
"chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
"stripes we are healed.'* And by the ministry of recori' 
cUiation these illustrations are added: "God spared not 
"his own Son, but delivered him up for us all." "For he 
"made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
"might h4emade the righteousness of God in him." "The 
"just fuJei^ for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
<'God/* "lie his own self bare our sins in his own body 
"on the tree, that, we, being dead to sin, should live unto 
'^righteousness, by whose stripes we are healed." Lying 
under imputed sin, and humbling himself to bear it, the 
curse entered into his suffering nature, like water, and 
filled every member of his holy body, and every faculty 
of his holy soul, with the sorrows and bitterness of death. 
Lastly f observe, The agony of the Son of God, in our 
nature, is not the horror of a desponding and broken heart, 
l)ut theconHicI of a firm and vigorous mind. In his holy 
nature despair and melancholy found no place, nor, from 
Iho beginning to the end of his agony, was there a failure 
in trust or in hope. Instead of failures in any part, the 
law beheld every holy affection, and every gracious 
quality shining forth in perfection through the whole. 
Passive graces, humility, meekness, patience, resignation, 
long- suffering, mingling with active faith, love, hope, 
joy, cover his agony with glory, and raise admiration in 
every believer. The state of his mind under his agony 
ought to be taken from the elevation of his discourses and 
prayers before it began. "Father, glorify thy narne."— 
"Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in 
"him; and if God be glorified in him, God shall also glo- 
««rify him in himself? and shall straightway glorify him," 
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♦* Father, the hour is cotne, glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
♦•also may glorify thee. 1 have glorified thee on earth, I 
•'have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And 
«*now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with 
*Hhe glory wiiich I had with thee before the world was.** 
-—Did the only begotten of the Father lose sight of these 
sublime and luminous objects, give up these elevated sen- 
timents, and throw himself hwo despair? This would 
have gratified principalities and powers, and this was the 
aim of every temptation which these adversaries present- 
ed. ''But behold, I shew you a mystery." Under im- 
pressions of wrath, under operations of the cuiso, under 
pangs of crucifixion, and under the cloud of infnmy that 
hung over the cross, these great objects appeared to his 
eye, and operated on his mindr This we hifer from his 
perfection, and this we receive under the hand of an apos- 
tle: "For the joy that was set before him he endured the 
•*cross, despising the shame. " Acknowledge, O hearer! 
and carry to the holy table this revelation of ihe mystery 
of Gotl, and of the Father, and of Christ, his dear Son, 
wading the troubled ocean of his wrath; and, in the iveak- 
ness and feeling of our nature, crying, "Let not the water- 
**flood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up;** 
and in the strength and glory of his person, and with his 
eyes lifted up to heaven, saying, "Father, the hour is 
*<come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son ali»o may glorify 
«thecl'^ 

Exhortation to believers. — ^<^Holy biefhren*, partakers 
*<of the heavenly calling," read our text over apjr^jn; and 
after the illustrations v/hich we have given of its ineaninj^, 
hear it proclaim, in the ear of the world, the woids stand- 
ing at the beginning of this discourse: "It is a fearful thing 
"to fall into the hands of the living God!" Wherever his 
wrath begins to burn, hell exists, tiiffugh there be neither 
fire nor brimstone. From Bethlehem, where his dear 
Son was born in the likeness of sinful fi(^sh, unto Calvary, 
where he die d under sin on the cross, the record of liis 
life is the histoiv of soirow and grief; and never through 
the whole f ' uise of is exce^niiv^ once, do we ht.ur him 
rejoirinjj; in «p'n'. while to'vvard the vakI he utttJ'eil these 
amazing woids: •'Mysou! is ex^ <: .in >• bonov^ ful, «*ven ut»- 
•*to dsath!" Before the thorns wounded his head— before 
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the nails pierced his hands and his feet— before the spear 
entered into ius body, an invisible sword passed through 
his soul) an invisible fire melted bis hearty and an invisibU 
'weight crushed him to the ground. 

Behold the expense of atonement, and consider the ob- 
ligations which ye lie under to him by whom it wasmadey 
and by whom it is received. Hear these words? "The 
^love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge, 
^'that if one died for all, then were all dead; and that he 
-«^died for aU, that they who live should not henceforth live 
"unto themselves, but unto <^ him who died for them, and 
"rose again." — Sanctification is not living uoto ourselves: 
As the principle and end of obedience, self is a crucified, 
and, in you, an expirmg and abjured tyrant. Sanctifica* 
tion is living unto him who died for you, and rose again. 
His death and resurrection are principles of spiritual life, 
which operate with vigour and effect through the whole 
breadth and length of our conversations. Under their in- 
Iftuence, come to his table, Jeaningf upon the top of the 
staff, which the apostle puts into your hands, in these 
woixis: "If when we were enemies,. We were reconciled to 
"God by the <leath of his Son, much more, being rcconci* 
"led, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but 
"we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
*'whom we have now received the atonement." ;. 

When apprehensions of wrath raise, as they frequently 
-will raise, alarms in your conscience; and impressions of the 
curse awaken doubts and fears of your acceptance and 
safety, remember the conflict in the garden, and the bene- 
fits which are the issue of it. After wading the deep wa- 
ters of sorrow and wrath, and sliilihg, in your stead, the 
noise of their waves, the Son of God came upon the 
shore, in his resurrection, with your^ security against con- 
demnation, under the hand of the God of peace, who, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, brought 
him again from the depths of the sea, and the power of 
the grave, that your faith and hope might be in God.-— 
With respect to you that troubled ocean is at rest, and', 
though roaring still agai .st the worfd lying in wickedness, 
it cannot swallow up you, whom his love hath set upon a 
rock, raised above water-mark, and established by a per- 
petual decree:' "As I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
*<should no more go over the earth, so have I sworn that I 
<*\vould not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee,** 
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. I would have you also to obsei^vc, that the exercise of the 
Son of God under hisagoiiy Ja ejsemplary. He prayed-?- 
p rayed earnesUy-— prayed morle earnestly; anjd indoipgso 
**left you an example, thajt ye should IoUqw J^b steps."— ^ 
Ye should not amuse yourselves witk hopes of passing; 
through life without . sorrows ^nd ajjonies. Though 
your sorrows and agonies cannot be lik^ his* they may 
be great and perplexing. In such >6xtremities give 
yourselves lo prayer* Pray earnestly) and more earnest- 
Jy. He who .was the man of sorrows, is no^ wijhitt the 
vail, and on the right-haiKl of power. But assure yiour* 
selves of his knowledge and sympathy, of his readiness t© 
receive your supplications to the throne, and of his ability 
lo disentangle your perplexities, apd bring you into .his 
everlasting kingdom. <*For.in that he himself hath suf** 
'^fered, being tempted, he is able to succour them who ar^ 
«» tempted." . ../ 

Address to unbelievers.— From the sweat and agony of 
(he Son of God, under the sins of maiiy, every sini^r who 
refuses his artonement may infer the agony that he must 
endure under hia own iniquities. At t\m moment, in the 
construction of the scriptures of truth, you are making 
God a liar! At this moment yoiu lie Under wmth; and 
should you go oi*t of the world under it, you shall lie un- 
der this wfeightfor ever. Devoxiring fire, and everlasving 
burnings, are metaphors, which have a terrible sound; 
and» hell, where the terror in these metaphors is felt, must 
be dreadful above all our conceptions, especially when it 
is considered; that the wrath of the Lord, which like a 
stream of brimstone kindles it, is heated and inflamed a-* 
gainst unbelievers with the wrath of tlue Lambl- 

Be thoughtful and serious, O hearerl Eternal mascry ia 
not a false alarm, or a terror raised by superstition and 
gloominess. Between guilt and agony, the reasonablo 
and holy law of God fixes a connection, whith nothing 
with respect to you, excepting atonement, can dissolve ;-t-? 
AVe would not say this were we speaking to men who ne- 
ver sinned. Before sin eancred into the woiid, the doc- 
trine of virtue and vice was sufficient. The amiablcncss 
and advantages of virtue, and the misery and odiousness of 
%ice, were motives td love and retairt the former, and to 
hate and avoid the latter; but by tbrii- full iu Adam the 
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State of mankind is altered: "The whole world is become 
"guilty before God;" and we know that we are speaking 
to guilty men. In consequence of this alteration, tlie 
doctrine ot a Saviour and an atonement is now become 
necessary, reason itsel^f and the. fitness of things being 
judges; and, according to the commandment of the ever- 
l^dsiing God, we preach to the world Jesus Christ, by 
whom many have r^eceived the atonement, and to whom 
all ai^e warranted and commanded to come for the atone- 
ment. 

Atonement or agony are the alternatives which the 
ministry of reconciliation holds out to the world. If you 
refuse the atonement, you must endure the agony; and if 
you receive the atonement, you shall escape the agony. 
Is not this fair and righteous dealiog- or, if men woukl 
hear, is it not dealing mercifully a«d grrxiously with the 
guilty? "For God so loved the world," become guilty 
before him, <Mhat he gave his only begotten son, that 
<< whosoever among them believ^h in him> should not 
"perish-, but have everJasting life," "Let the wicked 
^Hherefore forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
".his , thoughts, and l^t .him returti unto the Lord, and 
"he will have mercy upon him, and to our God« for he. 
"will abundantly pardon/' "For Christ hath once sufier- 
".ed for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
"bring us to* God;" and by the ministry of reconciliation 
saiih to every one among you, "Come unto me, all ye who 
<*labouf ai^d are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."—- 
Hear his voice, and believe bi§ word^ and ye shall find 
rest mi to your souls. Amen* 



SERMON n. 

THE EXEBCISE OF THE SON OF GOD IN HIS AGOKT* 



Hebrews V. 7. 

TFht) in the days qfhisjlesh^ when he had offered ufi ftray' 
ers and aufifilications^ with strong crying and tears, uri' 
to him who was able to save him from deaths and was 
heard in that he/eared, • 

THE witness which God hath testified of his Spti, and 
recorded in the scriptures of truth, is a cabinet of myste- 
ries. Babes, to whose understandings the spirit of wisdom 
and revelatton opens it, love the cabinet for the mysteries, 
and acknowledge the mysteries for the cabinet. The wise 
and the prudent smile at the simplicity which acknowledges 
mysteries in religion, arid with arguments and pride endea- 
vor to force upon the world their beloved sophism: 
^Where mysteries begin, reason and common sense end.* 
Unto the former, the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven 
are revealed, and from the latter these mysteries are hid; 
'<Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.**^ 

Looking into this cabinet, we behold a pearl of great 
price, the Son of G^od in our nature, and roilnd about 
him all sorts of gems, jewels, and precious stones, dispo- 
sed in the order that seemed good to the Framer. But af- 
ter fixing our eye upon one comer, we are frequently 
obliged to turn it to another, anr! to compare what appears 
in both, in order to have a clear view of each. Nor is any 
recreation more pleasant and edifying to the minds of men 
of understanding, than looking through this collection of 
precious things, and coniparing gem with gem, or one 
part of the revelation of the tnystery of godliness with ano- 
ther, in order to understand the whole. 

Last day, from a text in the gospel by Luke, the Son 
of God, in our nature, was evidently set forth berore our 
eyes praying under his agony. In order to understand 



THE EXERCISE OF THE SON OF GOD IX HIS AGONY. 57 

more clearly and fully the revelation of this mystery, we 
turn our eyes this day to a text in the epistle to theile- 
brews. There the evangelist says, "He prayed more 
"earnestly;" here the apostle adds, "Who in the days of 
"his flesh, whert he had offered up prayers and supplica- 
"lions, with'Strong crying and teai-s, unto him who was able 
"to save him from death, and was heard in that he fcarCd."— 
In these words, The season of the agony of the Son of 
God is defined, "The days of his flesh;" The etercise un- 
der his agony is described* "He ofi*ered up prayers and 
"supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto him who 
•*vfas able to save him froip death;" and, The acceptance of 
hisexbicise is affirmed, "He was heard in that he feared." 
After an illustration of each of these parts of our text^ 
we shair subjoin some appUcaiions; and, while We speak 
and hear, may the Holy Ghost bear witness, imd glorify 
the word of his grace with a free course and a miglity effi- 
cacy, ihM the nan[ie of our Lord Jessus Christ may be glo- 
rified in us^^and we in him, according to the gracet)f our 
Godj and the I^rd Jesus Chiist. 

<■ 
In the FIRST place, we shall illustrate the definkion ot 
the season of the agony of the Son of God, in these Words, 
"The days of his flesh." In general, it may be observed, 
that the application of the term "flesh" to the mystery of 
his incarnation, is remarkable* By the choice-^and applica- 
tion orf this term, something more is expressed than the 
subsistence of our nature in' his person^ The body of the 
first man, who was of the earth earthy, was flesh in its ori- 
ginal glory. When woman was taken out of man, God 
"closed up the flesh;" and when the man saw the woman, 
he' called her "flesh of his flesh." The body of the se- 
cond man, who is the Lord from heaven, was after his re- 
surrectiph, flesh in its original glory; and flesh subsisting 
in the person of the Son of God. When the disciples, 
from circumstance of his appearance, imagmed him to be 
an apparition, he said, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
"as ye see me have." But the term "flesh j" when ap- 
plied to his incarnation, expresses also those infirmities 
which are consequences of the fall and mortality of our 
nature, and which, in his human nature, formed the like- 
ness or appearance of sinful flesli. Under this considera- 
tion, "days of flesh" are remarkable days in the life of the 
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Son of God; and concerning these days, the following par- 
ticuJars may be observed. 

Firsts The begininng of these days is at liis birth. In 
his birih, the Son of G^od entered into the infirmiticjs of our 
flesh, and for our sakes, exposed himself not only to perils 
and sufferings attending ordinary births, -but unto incon- 
"veniencies and hardships peculiar to the circumstances of 
his own extraordinary birth. The stable of an inn was the 
mean pavilion in which he who spread abroad the e&rth 
by himself chused to be born, and the mans:er of that sta- 
ble was the uneasy bed in which he humbled himself to lie. 
When the inquiries of the wise men of the cast spread tl)«i 
fame of his birth in Jerusalem, his precious liie was 
sought; and in the infancy of his human nature, the Son of 
God sustained the fatigues and inconveniencies of a flight 
into Egypt, that land of insolence and oppression. 

Secondly^ These days ended at his resurrection. The 
human nature subsisting in the person of the Son^f God, 
was the same nature after his resurrection that it had bc«n 
before his death. But the Jikeness, or appearance, was 
different. Before his death, it had "the likeness of sinful 
flesh;" after Jiis resurrection, it appeared in the original 
glory^f human nature, subsisting still in his person. Be- 
fore, it was oppressed with hifirmity, aiul obnoxious to 
death; after, it was aboye every infirmity, and out of the 
reachx)f the powm^ of death. Prints of the nails which had 
pierced his hands and feet were not likenesses of sinful 
flesh. These were sensible proofs that his human nature 
had once that likeness, and under it had suff*ered the detgth 
of the cross. 

'Thirdly J The number of these days is not exactly knbwn. 
Their number had been ascertained, according to the good 
pleasure of the will of God, from eternity, and Was exact- 
ly known to the Son of God luraself. This is justly inferred 
from the manner in which he spake of their end! 'On one 
occasion he saysi"Mine hour is not yet come;** and on an- 
other occasion, '^Father the hour is come." But the num- 
ber of the days in which he bore our sorrows, and carried 
our griefs, is not expressly certified by any text of scrip- 
ture. We are assured that these days existed in the ful- 
ness of time, and we are informed of their beginning and 
their end. Many of the meniorable actions done in them 
are also upon record, and may be read and heard by all 
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men to whom the scripture is given. These informations 
are swiTicicnt whh respect to the length of time, or the 
number of the days of his flesh. Nor should we reckon it 
a disadvantage to our faith, that scripture duth not enable 
us to count the days which he lived in the flesh as exactly 
as the days of Adam, and several othei* men. The author 
of revelation is the judge of what is proper to appear in the 
"Witness which he hath testified of his Son, and what is pro- 
per' to be concealed. 

Fourthly^ These were the days of his sufferings and 
temptations. At their beginning, the Son of God entered 
into his sufferings, and suffered every day until their end. 
His sufferings were daily temptations, and his temptations 
were daily suffeiings. From the manger unto the grave, 
he was the man of sorrows, and the acquaintance of grief. 
*'Surcly,** saith a prophet who testified bcfore-liand his 
sufferings, "he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor- 
"rows." Toward the end of the days, he himself sailh to 
his disciples, "Ye are they who have continued with me in 
"my temptations." And after these days were ended> the 
apostle observes, "He himself hath suffered, being tempt- 
"ed." The mystery of the observation doth not lie in be- 
ing tempted, but in suffering being tempted. By the evil 
of their doings men tempt Gt3d, but God doih not suffer 
being tempted. Suffering by temptation is peculiar to 
the high-priesl, in whose divine person the suffering nature 
subsists. Assuming our nature, he took hold of our feel- 
ings; and, "that he might be a merciful and faithftil high- 
"priest, was in all points, excepting sin, tempted like as 
"we arc'* tempted. Touched with the feeling of our infir- 
inities, he suffered the oppression, the sorrow, the grief, the 
bitterness and anguish of temptation, and by experience 
learned to succour and relieve them'^vho are tempted. 

Fifthly^ Toward the close of these days, he suffered an 
agony. This confiict is described in .the preceding dis- 
course, and is a monument of the temptations and suffer- 
ings of the Son of God in our nature, in our stead, and 
under our iniquities, to which we should every day 
turn our eyes. Day after day, all the days of his flesh, he 
"waded deeper and deeper in the ocean of sorrow and temp- 
tation; and toward the last, the waves and billows rose high, 
and broke over him in the fury and^vengeance of the curse. 
This mighty ocean, which the justice and holiness of God 
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troubled, could not rest until it had swallowed him up. 
liut, like "his figure, he came out of it on the morning of 
the third day in a calm, entered the paths of life, and at 
this moment sits "on the right hand of the throne of the 
"Majesty in the heavens, a minister of the sanctuary, and 
"of I e tVvie tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not 
**man." ^ 

5/jr//i/y, These were the days of his supplications, pray- 
ers, and tears. In the days of his fiesh, the Son of God 
CD»ployed himself frequently in prayer. On one occasion, 
**rising up a great while before day, he went out and de* 
••parted into a solitary place^ and there prayed." Upon 
another occasion, "He went out into a mountaio to pray, 
*<and continued aH night in prayer to God." On the 
mount, where he was transfigured, he was praying when> 
that extraordinary manifestation of his glory appeared; and, 
before he passed over the brook Cedron, in the way of 
Gethsemane, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and made 
that prayer which is recorded in the gospel by John. 

"But in regard our text refers unto the prayers and 
supplications which in the close of the days of his flesh he- 
offered up, under his agony, we proceed to the second 
Iiead of our general m^thcd* ajwl sh?n iilo^trat© th<^.»e-- 
words of the ^ext, *<When he had offered up prayers 
"and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto 
"him who was able to save him from death." Unto every 
attentive hearer, three interesting particulars will appear 
in these words: The action of the Son of Grod under his 
/ Sf^ony, "Offeiing up prayers and supplications;" the de- 

scription of the object to whom ho offered up these pray- 
CiS and supplications, "To him who was able to save him 
"from death;" and the fervency with which he offered them 
Up»"VViih strong crying and tears." — May the witness of 
the spiiit accompany the illustration of each particular,. 
and make ihe whole substantial food to our soulsJ 

FiriBty "Offering up prayers and supplications," is the 
action of the Son of God under his agony, in the close of 
tlie days of his flesh. In our nature, he is "the high-priest 
*'of our profession;" and his suffering and dying for our 
sins, are represented ia many texts of scripture as actions 
of a priest offering sacrifice, and making atonement and 
vcconciiiaticn for sins. Under the law, the sacrifices offer- 
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ed by the bigh-priest, who was a figure of him in his office, 
were accompanied with prayers and supplications ibr ac- 
cepting the sacrifice, averting the curse, and bestowing 
the blessing. And while the sacrifice of himself was ol- 
ferJHg and- burning on the altar, the Son of God, in whose 
person and office, priest, sacrifice, and altar, unite and 
form one mysterious whole, offered up prayers and sup- 
plications for the glorifying of the name and perfections ot_ 
his Father; for the acceptance of the sacrifice offering to 
him for the' averting of the curse from the people for 
■whom he was offering himself; and for bestowing upoii 
them the blessing of reconciliation. The richea of the 
glory of this mystery are unsearchable. To enemies of 
the cross of Christ it always hath been a stumbling block; 
and by disputers of this world, who set the throne of rea- 
son above that of revelation, it is accounted foolishness. — 
But the inspirer of reason is the author of revelation, and 
men of understanding, who receive ami acknowledge 
the witness which he hath testified of his Son, act rea- 
sonably. The Son of God, who thought it not robbery 
to be e(jual with God, humbling himself, offering up pray- 
ers and supplications beneath the throne of his righteous 
Father; and, under the iniquities of his people, enduring 
the execution of the curse, and making reconciliation fur 
their sins, while his righteous Father,' who will have all 
men to honour the Son even as th<iy honor the Father, 
"Wounds and bruises, and puts him to death by the hands 
of the wicked, are mysteries which draw the attention of 
angels, demand acknowledgments from men, and raise the 
glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, above 
the heavens! Equal and independent persons, assuming 
distinct stations, and, by mysterious operations io these, 
glorifying themselves in the highest, cannot be proved to 
be unworthy of perfect wisdom and goodness. Before a 
little proud and impudent creature pronounce these sta- 
tions and operations unworthy of infinite perfection, and 
contrary to the fitness of things, he ought to comprehend 
the incomprehensible One, "of whom, and through whom, 
"and to whom are all things;'* and before he presume to 
be his counsellor, or to tell him, in the face of revelation, 
that these stations and operations do not become the glory 
of his character, he ought to find out liis reasons and mo- 
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lives, and principles, and ends, which scripture acknowv 
ledges, and reason does not deny to be past finding out. 

Secondly^ ''To him who was able to save him from 
"death," is the description of the object unto whom the 
Son of Godt under his agony, in the days of hi^ flesh, of- 
fered up prayers and supplications. Though, no name 
appears, by this description we know the person unto 
whom the prayers were offered up. It agrees to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to no other per* 
son. In prayer, the address of the Son of God was, "Fa- 
"ther," "Abba Father," "Righteous Father," «Holy Fa- 
"iher," «0 my Father," and "My God, my God." The 
writer to the Hebrews, knowing his address, avoids men- 
tioning it, and describes the object of prayer under this re- 
markable circumlocution: "To him who was able to save 
"him from death." He doth not this without intention oc 
(ksign. His intention is to exhibit the Father under the 
consideration which operated upon the Son; and certain it 
is, that in offering up prayers and supplications under his 
^%ox\y^ this consideration of his God and Father operated 
strongly. In our nature, and in that station wherein the 
Son of God stood, he considered his righteous and holy 
Father as possessing sovereign power over him with res* 
pect to life and death, and executing the curae upon him 
according to the penalty of the law; he considered him as 
able, not to deliver him from dying, this is not the abject 
of his prayers and supplications, but to uphold his suffer- 
ing nature in conflicting with the pangs aad sorrows of 
death, and to save him from the mouthy of the )ion,andfrom. 
the horns of the unicorn, or from being overcont^e by the 
f>rince of this world, who bad the power of death; and he 
considered him as able to loose the cords and pains of death^ 
and, through^ the blood of the everlasting covenant, to 
to bring him again from the dead, by a glorious resurrec- 
tion on the third day. By thoughtless readers, some 
beauties in scripture are never perceived. Read over 
again this part of our text,, refer it to the station in which, 
the Son of God stood, and to the character, under which 
his righteous Father acted toward him in his agony; con- 
sider the illustration of it which we have now given, and 
you will perceive beauty and propriety in this descriptioa 
of the object, to whom he offered up prayers and suppli* 
cations "unto him who was able to save him from death.'* 
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Thirdly^ "Strong crying and tears,*' are expressions of 
the fervency with which the Son of God, under his agony, 
in the close of the days of his flesh, offered up prayers and 
supplications to his righteous Father, who was able to save 
him from death. In a prophecy of his suifcrings, his 
fervency in prayer is described under this strong expres- 
sion, "Words of my roaring." This expression however, 
applied to his agony, denotes intenseness of mind rather 
than loudness of voice, or the spirit rather than the noise 
of roaring; and whatever his voice might be, whether 
high or low, it appears, from the prophecy, that his pray- 
ers and supplications were offered up in the spirit of roar- 
ing, or under that vehemence and oppression of mind 
which cannot be repressed, and which naturally bursts 
out in strong and vehement crying. In an history of his 
sufferings, his fervency of prayer is set forth by this ex- 
pression, "Prayed more earaestly.** His agony increased, 
and his earnestness rose in proportion, till a servant of 
the throne appearing, and strengthening him, the conflict 
of his soul and the oppression of his body became loo 
violent for language to express; and his eaniestness in 
offering up prayers and supplications ascended the high- 
est degree of vehemence and fervency. In our text, the 
apoi^tle, referring both to the prophecy and the history of 
his agony, expresses his fervency in offering up prayers 
and supplications under it, by the words "strong crying 
"and tears." The prayer in the garden, "Father, if it be 
"possible, let thisxup |>assfrom me; nevertheless, not as 
"I will, but as thou wilt," was offered up in the spirit of 
fervency; and on the cross, the words, "My God, my God, 
"why hast thou forsaken me?" and "It is finished," were 
uttered with a strong and fervent voice. He wept over 
Jerusalem and at the grave of Lazarus; and though his 
tears are not expressed in the histories of his agony and 
prayers, they are implied in his sweat and sorrows; and 
by revelation the apostle knew that he shed tears when 
he offered up prayers and supplications unto him who was 
able to save him from deaths 

After illustrating these interesting particulars. The 
actiori of the Son of God under his agony; "offering up 
prayers and supplications;" — The description of the ob- 
ject unto whom he offered up prayers and &wpplica- 
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tions; *^to him who was able to save him from death" 
—and, The fervency with which he offered up these; 
"with strong crying and tears/* we proceed to illus- 
trate bis acceptance, which is affirmed by the apostle 
in the latter part of our text, "heard in that he fear- 
'^ed."— In order to apprehend and iuiprove the mean- 
ing of these words, we shall ascertain the nature of the 
fear which is ascribed in them to the Son of God, collect 
the principles which gave force to its operation, and illus- 
trate the sense in which he was heard under this fear. 

The nature of that fear, which is asciibed to the Son of 
God under his agony, is to be ascertained in the Jirst place. 
The term used by the apostle, and translated "fear," sig- 
nifies godly fear, accompanied with weaknesses and feel- 
ings in the present frame of our nature. Noah was movexl 
with godly fear, accompanied with a certain expectation 
of judgment and wrath coming upon the world of the 
ungodly, an holy anxiety at the prospect of perils to which 
he would be exposed in using the means of safety, and 
wvful impressions o" the justice and holiness of God ap- 
pearing in a dispensation of wrath so extensive and terri- 
ble. Under awful impressions of his greatness and ma- 
jesty, of his holiness and righteousness, and of his hatred 
and detestation of iniquity, believers, though delivered 
from servile fear, which hath torment and despairj serve 
the Lord their God, who is a consuming fire, with reve- 
rence and godly fear, accompanied with apprehensions in- 
separable from their present weaknesses. Of desponding 
and servile fear, the Son of God, even in the days of his flesli, 
was wholly free. This fear was inconsistent with the per- 
fection of his holiness, the assurance of his faith in God, 
and the subsistence of his human nature in his own pei'son. 
The fear which is ascribed to him under his agony, is 
reverential and godly fear. Reverential and godly fear 
comprehends in it the affecrtions and graces which enter 
into perfect obedience, and constitute religious adoration. 
In this comprehensive sense fear is often used in scripture, 
particularly in the passages referred to above; and in this 
sense our text ascribes it to the Son of God under his 
agony. Impressions of the holiness and righteousness of 
his Father, together with sensations of his displeasure and 
wrath, sunk deep into his soul, and affected every mem- 
ber of his body, exciting and calling forth into operation 
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that fear wliich is the sum of obedience and the essence 
of adoration, and wtiii h, in iiis mate, wlis accompanied 
with infirmities and feelinjjs ot flush and bk)ud. Obedi- 
ence and adoratiou were in his prayer; and his agony il- 
»eif, in one consideration, was sulfering afRiction, and, in 
another, subjection to the will and obedience to the com- 
mandment of his Father. Prayer and agony, iifiited with 
revereniiul and holy fear, while the Son of God was under 
the curse, is a mysterious union, which at present, though 
it transcend our comprehension, we desire to look inta 
as a spiritual and gracious affection. By him desponding 
fear, under the operation of the curse, was efifectually re- 
sisted; and godly fear, inclusive of obedience and adora- 
tion, was perfectly exemplified. 

In the second place, We shall collect Several principles 
■which gave force to the operation of fear in the Son of 
God under his agony, in the days of his flesh. — I. . His 
apprehensions of the glory and majesty of his Father were 
clear and sublime. In his soul there was no darkness at 
all. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
shining in his heart, he beheld his Father in all the glory 
and majesty of the godhead. But though perfectly holy, 
and subsisting in his person, his hum^n nature was in a> 
State of Weakness ar.d inoi:tality; and from the presence 
of hia Father, and the glory of his holiness, received im- 
pressions of reverence and godly fear, accompanied with 
the weaknesses and feelings of that state. — 2. His burden 
was lieavy, and pressed his suffering nature to the ground. 
Sin, under W-hich the whole creation groans and travail^ 
in. pain, lay upon him; and, with the weight of its sor- 
rows, and the strength of the curse due to it, oppressed 
every power of his holy soul, and every member of lu» 
holy body. Under the oppression of this burden, "he 
**began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy," and 
to feel it «a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
"living God*"— -3. His sensations of the wrath and 
I curse of God were deep and piercing. Without offering 

' apology, as if the terms were too harsh, the apostle saith 

• expressly, <*Christ was made sin," and "made a curse." 

To our nature, in whatever aiate it be, there is dreadful- 
i ness in the wrath of God, which is denounced by the curso 

of his holy law; and when the Son of God, in the weakness 
and likeness of sinful flesh was under the curse, the sor- 
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rows and terrors of wrath came in upon hirh like a full 
sea, and filled his suffering nature, tliougli subsisting in 
his person, with holy amazement. — 4. His temptations 
were violent and extraoidinai y. In the days of his flesh, 
and under his sufferings, the chains of the prince ot this 
world and his angels were lengthened, and leave given to 
ex«rt themselves to the uttermost against the purpose of 
the Son of God. The presence of these impucknl and a- 
bominable spirits, visible to his piercing eye, and their de- 
risive and blasphemous attempts, by themselves and by 
their speakers and agents, to break his strengtii, drew on 
a conflict wkh these adversaries, in which Lis soul was 
wounded, or his heel bruised. — 5. The sorrows of death 
drew up and stood before him in battle array. It was not 
dying simply, as the separation of suui and body, that stood 
before the Son of God in the days of his flesh, but dying un- 
der the curse, and upon the cross. But while his soul was 
offering for sin, and sorrowing even unto death, every d^ts^ 
ponding and gloomy apprehension which attacked his faith 
was resisted and broken, and full assurance of his hope of 
a resun^ection l>y the glory, of the Father held Tirm unto 
the end. Thy right hand, triumphant Sufferer, doth ever 
valiantly! - 

The sense in which the Son of God undet Ws agony, in 
the days of his flesh, was heard is to be ascertained and illus- 
trated in the third place. He was answered— -strengthen- 
ed — accepted — -raised, and glorified. — 1. The prayers and 
supplications, which in the days of his flesh the Son of 
Go^ offered up unto him who was able to save him from 
ueath, were answered. His voice in the garden reachtcd 
unto heaven, and his words entered into the ears of his ho- 
ly .Father. The desire of his heart, ''Father glorify thy 
«name," was granted; and the request of his lips "Father, 
'glorify thy Son, that thy Son may also glorify thee," 
was not refused. "Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
"pass from me,** was a cry of suffering nature, a proof of 
the pangs which it felt, and heard in the sense in which it 
was offered. His prayer was heard and answered ir all its 
extent, according to the desire of his h<^art; and, in the 
twenty-secpnd Psilm, the hearing of it is a subject of 
praise unto -the whole church: "Ye who fear the Lord, 
''praise him; all ye seed of Jacob, glorify hin^; and fear ^ 
<iiu«)j all ye seed of Israel: for he hath not despis* 
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'«ecl nor abhorred the aftlKUon of the afflicted; neither 
'•■haih he Jiicl his face from liim, but when he cried 
"unio liim, he heard.*' — Observe ihe connexion, and 
endeavor to understand the meaning of these words. The 
afflicted is the siiffeiin'^ person, who, in the beginning; of 
the Psalmi had ciied, '^My G<id, my God, wliy hast ihou 
"forsaken nrnV Hisafftictiun, described in thelormer part 
ofihe Psalm, is supposcti, in the latter pu't ot h, to be end- 
ed. Tliis uffliv lion, be^^inning in Ijis birth, and ending at 
his death, was not despised noi abhoned. Instead of des- 
pisin:^ and abhorring it, his God and Father beheld with 
complaceticy his beloved Son, and his iiirlicled and snff'cr- 
ing servant; iicard his ciy, acc.ept».d and raised liim from 
tlie dead, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
to the joy of all ihe Israel of God.—- 2. His fatigued and 
dying nature was strengthened. Tne Son of God in our 
nature, ia'"nui^hty to save," and 'Uravtllecl,"ail the days of 
his flesh, '-in the j^reutness of his strength. " But heavi- 
ness ^nd weariness, the likejiesses of sinful flesh, behoved to 
be fek; and when these were felt, a niinistring spirit fiom 
the throne appealed and strengthened nis sorrowful and 
oppressed nature, in enduring the heat and power of the 
anger of his righteou-s Father, which it was the desire of his 
heart to encluro. — 3. His sacrifice was accepted; and, in 
the odour of perfection, came np before bis Father with a 
sweetsmeiling savour. Before he appeared in ournature, 
to put away sin by the sac rifice of himself, Jehovah says, 
"Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine elect, in whom 
^'my soul delighteth." In the days of his flesh, the Fath»r 
proclaimed twice from tlie excellent glory, "This is my 
"beloved Son in whom I am well pleased *' After he sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesiy in the heavens, ih« 
apostle saith, "Christ hatli loved us, and hath given 
"hinjself for us, an offering ajKl a sacrificeao. God, for a 
"swxet swelling savour."— 4. His body was raised from 
the dead, and saw no corruption. David, speaking con- 
cerning him, saith, by. the spirit of prophecy, *<-My flesh 
*'shall rest in hope, because thou wilt not leave my soul in 
"hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor- 
"ruptiun." On the day of the Holy Ghost, Peter saith, in 
the temple of Jerusalem, "Whom God hath raised up, 
*'having loosed the pains of death; because it was.not possi- 
"ble that he should be holden ojf it." And afterward, in 
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the house of Cornelius, "^'Hira God raised up the^thiid daj', 
<'aiid shewed him openly; not to all the people, but uuto 
<* witnesses chosen before of God, even to us who did eat 
"and drink with him after he rose from the dead."-*5. He 
Was received up into heaven, crowned with gloiy and hon- 
or, and made captain of salvation, to bring unto. glory the 
multitude of sons. "We see Jesus, who wasmade a lit- 
«tle lower than angels, for the suffering of death, crowned 
"with glory and honor, that he by the grace of God sliould 
"taste death for every son. For it became him, for whom 
"are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
"many sons unto glory, to make theeaptain of their sal- 
' "vation perfect through sufferings." Upon the whole, 
Ai»swering his supplications, strengthening his dying na- 
ture, accepting his saciifice, raising him from the dead, 
and giving him glorvi aJ*e infallible proofs of his being 
heard in that he feared. 

After illustrating the several parts of our text, some ap- 
plications are proper for refSroof, correction, and instruc- 
tion, unto the peculiar people who are in the fellowship 
of God's dear Son,> in theirs/ place; and, in the seco?idy 
unto the children of disobedience, who will not enter ii>to 
this holy fellowship. 

"Hofy Brtrthren> Consider the Apostle and High Priest 
"of our profession/' "who in the days of his flesh offered 
"up prayers and supplications, with strong crying and 
"tears, unto him who WdS able to save him from death, and 
"who was heard in that he feared." Consider his infirmi- 
ties, consider his teraptatiotis? consider his conflict, consi- 
der his example, consider his acceptance, and consider his 
divinity. You have considered alreacfy, but it is necessary 
to consider again 

His infirmities. In the days of his flesh, the High Priest 
of our profession took upon him the infirmities of our na- 
ture, and troubled himself with the essence of all that is 
uneasy and grievous in hunger and thirst, and labour and 
sorit)w. Tlwugh sinless, his infirmities were painful and 
grievous. He felt, and was touched mi\^ tlie feeling of 
our infirmities. Now, what should the holy nation, in the 
days of their flesh, expect, but touches and feelings of in- 
firn)ity? One is hunp;ry, and another is thijsty; some are 
troubled for their relations, and ^me are troubled by 
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^tmi some are reproached, some are tempted, some 
are oppressed; some are in heaviness, spending their 
days in grief, ^nd their years in sorrow and sighing. 
And why should you expect to be otherwise? Is 
there not a need be for seasons of heaviness, and manifold 
temptations, and for touches and feelings of infirmity in 
these seasons? And do we well to be angry, and angry 
even unto death, for the withering of some temporary 
gourds, which defend us from sun and wind, or the per- 
ishing of these slender booths which we erect for our 
conveniency, and which we think should xover us always 
from lightnings and rain? 

His temptations. The days of his flesh were 

days of temptations. A general temptation extended itself 
from their beginning unto their end; and on several occa- 
sions, particular and special temptations arose, to attack and 
overthrow his faith and hope in God. .These teootptationsthe 
Son of God endured, and, in enduring them, sufterad.-— 
Wounded, grieved, oppressed and bruised, he fblt i^ him- 
self the anguish of sorrow, and the bitterness of death,^ 
froni attempts of devils and men, to breiik the purpose for 
which he was manifested in the flesh. And why should 
the chosen generation stumble at the temptations, with 
which they are exercised and tried iU' the days of their 
flesh? The devil roars on every side, and terrifies you 
with liomd suggestions; the wprid sets itself against you« 
and evil doers wound and vex your souls from day to day 
with (heir unlawful deeds. Is this strange? Had you 
ever any reason to think it would be otherwise? Have 
you not been warned to expect fiery trials ond fiery darts? 
From' the day of power, in which the Captain of Salvation 
took you under his care, unto the day of passing through 
the valley of the shadow of death,, there is a season of 
temptation; and of this trying season the duty is to.watch 
and to pray, to stand fast and to i^esist, and to consider him 
who himself suffered being tempted, that he might be able 
to succour them who are tempted. 

— ^ Hfa conflict. On every side extremes should 

iie avoided. To suppose, on the one hand, that compla- 
cency in the love of his Father, and assurance of the suc- 
cess axid glory of his own undertaking, raised him above 
the anguish of sorrow and the feelings of pain, would 
afifect the r^Hty o[ his human nature, and the reality 
F 
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of h» agony; to suppose, on the other hand, that his 
soiTow and anguish, his pains and his feelings, threw him 
into the dailtness and horror of despairj wonld affect the 
divinity of his person, and the assurance and perfection of 
his faith. On this great and interesting subject, our con- 
ceptions ought to be formed and ruled by the revelation 
of the mystery of bis person. The conflict in the agony 
of the Son iSf God was real and violent distress. Devils 
and men combined against him, and, to the last hour, ex- 
erted themselves to frustrate and break his designs. But 
he stood unmoved and undismayed, and while the sorrows 
of death pierced his souU and the tongues aod handsof 
men wounded every sense and every member, «held fast 
"the confidence and rejoicing of hope firm unto the end,'* 
What do yoa expect who enjoy the benefits of his^agony? 
To spend your days without wrestling? This would be a 
vain expectation. Exemption from wrestiing is none of 
the btnefilB of hjs agony. Contention with the powers of 
darkntfss, opposition from the world, and the sorrows and 
pangs of death, ye may expect; but ye may expect sup- 
port under these, and at the last hotir the cix)wn of life. 
"Blessed is the man who endui^eth temptation, for when he 
^*is tried he shall I'eceive the crown of life, which the Lord 
"hath proftiised to them who love him.'* 

' ■ ■ His exampTe. The life of the Son of God in the 
days of his fffeh is exemplary, and particularly in faith, in 
obedience, in patience and in prayer. He trusted in his 
Father to the last hour, and professed his trust in such an 
open manner, tliat his enemies insulted it upon the cross. 
Follow him in faith. Under the infirmities of the flesh, 
and the»eviJs and trials of life, you cannot bear up without 
believing in God, and beKeving in his dear son. Obedi- 
ence without blemish and without spot, appeared all the 
dap of his life, in the perfection of beauty. "Though" he 
''were a son, yet leam<id he obedleiKe by the things which 
^*he Suffered.*' And^ after his example, ye ought, as obe- 
dient children, to be blameless and harmless; and, in holi- 
ness and righteousness, all the days of your life, serve the 
Lord with reverence and godly fear, "He did not cry, nor 
"make his Voice to be heard in the Creels." Under infir- 
mities and miseries, he ■ made no noise, nqr uttered any 
complaint. He felt uneasinesses and pains, but endured 
^^ in wlence and patience. Be yc also patient in iribu- 
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latlon^ and endure grief without fretting against the Lord, 
and without reviling pien. To liim who judgeth wghte- 
ously^ he committed himself in prayers and in tiii^ hiitl> 
left ;]san example that we should follow his steps. 

His acceptance* An aflSrmation of this closes 

our tcxtr "He was h(iard in that he feared.*' The pi-ay- 
crs and supplications offered up under ^s agony^ wliile 
the sacrifice of himself burned on the altar, were heard, 
and ascended up before his Falhcr, us an odour of a swcct- 
smellHjg savourj ,and of tho acceptance gf all that he did 
und endured in our nature* in our stead* and under our 
iniquities, many incontesti We proofs appear in live witness 
of God, and particularly in that part of it which is rectrid- 
ed in the epistle to the Hebrews.- There he is. represent- 
ed '.'entering into heaven by his own blood;." andj as our 
intercessor and advocate, "appearing for us in (he pre8<?nce 
«'of God/* and "sitiinj^ on the right hand of the tirroiie e)f 
<Hhe majesty in the l*eavens.*' The acceptance of our 
great High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God^ who i» passed 
into the heavens, is liighly interesting unto the* people for 
\y hose sins he. made reconciliation by the sacrifice of him-- 
«elf. Ii> lus acceptance} they have the assurance and 
eorofort of acc^ptatice through his meditation^ and "ceme 
*<boldly to, tlio-tbronc of grace, to obtain mercy^ and feid 
•<grace to help in time of necdr" 

- — -r — Uis diviiiiiy. In reading and hearing tlie wit- 
ness which God hath testified, concerning the humiliation 
and sufferings of his only begotten Son in our nature, v/c 
should ncr/er forget, but always acknowledge, tliat he who 
appeared in the form of. a scrvaat, and in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, was, and is, and will be, in the form of God, 
and equal witl> God. liefore the days of his fleeh began, 
the law wid the prophets acknowledged hiS: divinity. In 
these day^ he acluiowledges it himself, saying, '^I-and my 
^'Father are One;*' and after theii? end, apostles, anointed 
with the spirit cf truth to preach his unsearchable riches 
to the world, testify, that the wo^-d, vvho was made flesh, 
is God; that "he thought it not robbery to be equal with 
*'God;*' and that "all the fulness of the godhead dwelleth 
**in hina bodily." "Wherefiare, brethren^ statnl fast in one 
♦'spirit, with one mind, strivng togeihet fop t^>e. feith** of 
our Lord Jesus .Christ, "in pothing terrifijed .by the adver* 
♦♦saries" of bis godhead, and the enemies of his cixjss;— ^ 
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While they see nothing in the revelation of the riches of 
tlie giory of the mystery of his person, death, and love, bvit 
the virtue of a meritorious hero, and the faith of atn exem- 
plary martyr, we would have your hearts '*knit together in 
<'love, unto all rjche'^ of the fuH assurance of understan- 
"ding, to the acknowledgement of ilie mystery of God and 
"of the Father»^nd of Christ, in wl*ich all the treasures of 
"^wisdom and knowledge are hid." 

ARer' these considerations, which have been addressed 
unto the peculiar people who ai^e in the fellowship of the 
mystery of godliness, we would have tl>c children of dis- 
obedience to Consider the existence and holiness of Guc^ 
the provocation which they have given him; the ncces^iy 
of reconciliation; the access to the benefit of the recQncili'* 
aiion, which the merciful and faithful High Priest of our 
profession made for the sins of the people; and the penal 
and certain consequences of refusbg the benefit of this 

reconciliation. 

The existence and holiness of God. Men who 

acknowledge that God exists, must acknowledge that he 
is holy. The holiness of the Lord our God, "in whom wq 
"live and movC) and have our being," we are bound to ad- 
knowledge. To him we are accountable, and before him 
we must stand. "But who is able to stand before this ho* 
"ly Lord God?" "He hateth.all workers of iniquity; and 
"fools,'* who deny his existence and blaspheme his holiness, 

"ahall not stand in his sight." The provocation 

which yoU have given him. In the head and representa- 
tive of mankind, you dnned against him as your creator 
and lawgiver, and came into the world sinful, and guilty, 
and miserable creatures, under his wrath and curse.— 
Since the day in which you&inned in your own persons, 
even unto this day, you have multiplied transgression, ad- 
ding iniquity to iniquity, and one evil deed unto another, 
to provoke the eyes of his glory. Of the benefits which 
his goodness has bestowed, you have been unmindful; the 
duty which his law requires you have neglected; the de- 
liverances which his providence hath wrought, you have 
not obsesved; the calls to repentance, you have refused; 
and the witness which he hath testified of his son^ and re- 
corded in his wotd, ye have not received and believed.— 
Are not these great provocations, and can the charge of 
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them be disproved? — The necessity of reconciiiatiotr. 

^'God is angry with the wicked every day, and hath pre- 
"pared for him the instruments of death. If I whet my 
^^glittering; sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment, 
"I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward 
"them who hate me." "The wicked shall be turned into 
"hell, and all the nations that forget God." "Depart from 
"me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
"and his angels." — Do not these words stand in the holy 
scripture; and have they not some meaning? If you ac- 
knowledge the justice and holiness of God, and do not de- 
ny the existence and reign of sin, you ought to consider 
the meaning of words which stand in the hand-writing of 
his Spirit, and which aifect your interest here and hereaf- 
ter. Who that acknowledges scripture to be given by 
inspiration of God, can reasonably persuade himself that 
anger, wrath, fury, vengeance, are metaphors concerning 
the justice and holiness of God, which signify nothing; and 
that the agony, prayers, cries, tears, sweat, and blood, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, are expences of love and duty to 
his righteous and holy Father, which wer6 not necessary 
to the glory of his perfections, in reconciling, by him, all 

things to himself, The access ut)to the benefit of 

the reconciliation, which our merciful and faithful High 
Priest made in the days of his fiesh for the sins of the peo- 
ple. For the sins of a peculiar and chosen people it wslS 
made; but before the world it is set, by the ministry of re- 
conciliation, according to the commandment of the ever- 
lasting God, and his testimony concerning its sufficiency, 
and freeness, and acceptance, every sinner, every enemy, 
every miserable creature, is warranted, called, beseeched, 
and commanded, to receive, believe, and improve. Behold 
your privilege and your mercy, your duty, your honour, your 
interest. Before the guilty, the ungodly, the unjust; before 
the wretched, the miserable, the perishingi and the lost, 
the Lord Jesus Christ is evidently set forth, with all the 
benefits of atonement and reconciliation, through his right- 
eousness, blood, and name; and "in his stead we beseech 
Myou to be reconciled to God, who made him to be sin for 
"us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
"him." When we beseech you to be reconciled unto 
God, it is God himself who beseeches you, by us; and he 
who despises, despiseth not men but God. How long> 
F2 " ~ ■ " 
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thoughtless creatures, shall a gracious God wait, that he 
may be gracious to you! How long will you despise the 
riches of his goodness, hate his Son, trample on his law, 
and \^ex and grieve his holy Spiriti Are ye resolved to die 
in your sins, and to abide thp day of his wrath? Think 
what ye do! You know not what it is to fall into the hands 
of tUe living God. The penal and certain conse- 
quences of refusing the benefit of reconciliation to God by 
the death of his son, and of continuing in enmity and un- 
belief. — "He that believeth in the Son of God shall be sa- 
lved;" and it is equally certain, and incontestibly just, that 
he who' believeth not shall perish. At this tnoment you 
enjoy an accepted time, and a day of salvation; and hear 
the voice of mercy sounding in every ear, and calling to 
every sinner, ^Escape, for the life of thy soul! Shut not 
'your ears against it, and harden your heart no longer! — 
*The time, O dying man,, may soon come, when thou shalt 
'he^ir it no more}* 
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THE SON OF GOD MOCKED AND WOUNDEJ&i 



Matthew xxvii. 28, 29, 30. 

jittd they sSrifified him^ and fiut on him a scarlet robe. 
And luhen they had filatted a crown of thorns, they Jiut 
it u/ion hie hcud, and a reed in his right hand: an^they 
bowed the knee before him^ and mocked himy raying', 
Mail King of the Jen9s. And they sfiit u/ion him^ and 
took th0 reedy and smote him on the head* 

SOLAR eclipses are not miraculous jiyarances. 
Meo acquainted with the situations and reV<il^Rns of ibe 
celestial orb9 foretel these appearances, and'afiirm, that 
the intervention of U^e rooon between our earth and the 
sym is the. cause of his eclipse* Certain it is, that an ob- 
scuration of light, or a comparative darkness, is perceived 
during the tinne that this iumimiry is eclipsed. 

The humiliation of the Sou of God is the eclipse of the 
Sun of Righteousness-.^ In a qualified meaning, this figure 
is admissible in bis humiliation. Infamy and reproach co- 
vered him in the d^^ys of his flesh; and> toward the end of 
these days, iatprcepted hi^ rays, hidiagj likjs a dark body^ 
the, brightness of bis glory from the eyes gf the woj-li 
Foreseeing this, a prophet says, "His visage was so marred 
^^rnore than any msu), and his form more th^ the sons of 
'^men. He hs^th no form oor con>elit)ess; and when wf 
^^ahall see him> t^are is no beauty that we should dj^^re 
**him;" and reJf^ting thisi, on apostle says, "Who being io 
**the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
<<God> But made himself of no reputation, and took «p* 
*<op him the form of a servant, and was made in the lik-e- 
<*ncss of men. And being ibmid in fashion as a man^ h^ 

<^humbled lum,9p)f, ^nd become obedif at unt0 deaths &y«2i 
^'thft dj«ith. o?the Qros?.': 
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The obscuraiion of the Sun of Righteousness, in his hu- 
miliation, was not however a total eclipse. Made flesh, 
and dwelling among men, the Lord Jesus Christ was then 
what he is now, the glory of Israel, and the light of the 
world. Through the body of his flesh, and the cloud of 
his sorrows, disciples "beheld his glory, the glory as oi 
"the Only Begotten of the Father;'* and, through the infa- 
my which covered his name, and hung all round the lat- 
ter part of^his humiliation, we now, by his word and spuit, 
behold a glory in his countenance, brighter than the sun, 
shining in his strength, and a beauty in the disfiguration of 
his face, which compels us to acknowledge him to be 
"God manifest m flesh/* A prophet fortels one day, that 
shall be "not day nor night," the light being not clear nor 
dark, but a mixture of both qualities. So is the light of 
the Sun of Righteousness, in his humiliation; and in looking 
down to him at this period, we behold an unparalleled 
mixture of light and shade, of glory and infamy, of honor 
and dishonor, and of beauty, meanness, and shame. 

It was A|t intended, that the humiliation which eclipsed 
the glory tffthe Sun of Righteousness should be concealed- 
He himself, on the contrary, appointed the whole of it, the 
darkest parts not excepted, to be recorded, preached, pro^ 
claimed, commemorated; and this day we are assembled 
to preach, proclaim, and commemorate it, according to 
his appointment in the record. In that part of the record 
which is our text, darkness presents itself to the eyes of 
natural men. But men, the eyes of whose understanding 
are enlightened by the spirit of wisdom and revelation, be- 
hold his glory beaming through the darkness, and believe 
that the sufferer, though deeply shaded, hath indisputable 
claims to his honorary titles, "Sun of Righteousness," and 
"Light of the World." We shall therefore speak, fkvnX 
of tlie sufferer; then concerning the indignities which he 
Buf^ed; and, lastly, by the light of other texts of scrip- 
ture, which testify of him, concerning the glory that 
breaks forth in his suffering these indignities. 

Concerning the sufferer, we speak inthe^r«^ place. 

When our Lord Jesus Chnst is the theme, speakers are 

'not straitened for want of matter. By the witness which 

Crod hath testified of him, and recorded in the scripture, 

they are thoroughly and richly furnished. No partilulars 
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in it are uniDteresting) and f et many must be omitted . 
Some are mentioned in one discourse, and othei^ equally 
important left to another. In this we observe, that the suf- 
ferer is Son of the Highest, Kinsman of the human race, 
Undertaker for the elect of God, Horn of their salvation, 
Author and finisher of their faith, and Sun of Righteousness, 
or Light of the vi^orld. These are splendid titles, ancl his 
claim to each appears in the following illustrations: 

Firsts The sufferer is the Son of the Highest. "The 
"Highest," is one of the lofty titles, which distinguishes and 
exalts the living and true God; and "the Son of the High- 
"est" is a glorious title, with which, according to the pre- 
diction 'of Gabriel, the Saviour of the world is honoced. 
"BehoW, thou shalt conceive, and bring forth a son, and 
"shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall 
**be called the Son c^ the Highest.*' In the course of his 
ministry, he laid claim to it, and frequently affirmed him- 
self to be the Son of God. When he claimed the title 
Son of God, or Son of the Highest, he thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal whh God, or one with the Father. The 
real import of it is given by the apostle, when he affirms 
him to be "the brightness of glory, and the express image 
"of the Father."— Eve ly perfection essential to the Father 
dwells bodily and essentially in the Son; and the singular 
titles, "Own Son," "Dear Son," "Beloved Son," "Only 
"Begotten Son," exait him above creatures, and equsd 
him to the Highest. 

Secondly^ The sufferer is the kinsman of the human 
race. To a part of our race, the Lord Jesus bears a spe- 
cial relation, but he' dwells in the nature common to the 
whole. Partaking of flesh and blood, of which allj as well 
Tts the children, are partakers, every m^n under heaven, up- 
on the revelatton of him,'is warranted to call him kinsman. 
Here *'we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even 
"the hidden wisdom which he ordained before the world, 
"unto our glory." By the constitution of the person of 
Christ, God-Man, the redemption of the elect is obtained 
in the human nature. While the relation of a kinsman, 
which their Redeemer bears by flesh and blood to the 
whele face, is pleadable before the throne of grace, every 
man, whom sin hath enslaved and the law^ condemned, is 
called to come to the throne, and for justification of life 
plead not the sufficiency oDly,but the suitablaieas also of liiA 
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righteousness, as a righteousness wrought out in our na- 
ture by the kinsman of our race. 

Thirdly^ The sufferer is the undertaker for the elect. 
The elect are a part of our r5\ce chosen to salvation, 
.through sanctification of ih© Spirit and belief of the truth; 
and for their salvation, the Lord Jesus- is undertaker and 
surety. All that the precept of the law of works 'requir- 
ed to be donb by them, he undertook to perform, aiid^ 
what iis penalty denounced, he engaged hiaiself to bear. 
Nor hath he failed m either: Woe would have been unto us» 
if he had f.^iled. He could not fail> *«He shall not fail oor 
**bc discouraged/* saitha pi'opliet sent to foretel bis^ticcess; 
The indignities related in our text, which were operations 
of the curse of ths^t law, would have disqouraijed any or^ 
dinary man. But our undertaker endured them ia the 
most satisfactory manner, without failinjj iiv any one point. 
With respect to all that he undertook to do and to suffer, 
he cried, before he gave up the ghost, Finished^-^the right- 
eousness, fulfillbg the precept, is wrought out;, and the 
satisfaction, magnifying the penalty, is completed. Indig- 
^liiiqs some of his chosen may be called and honoured to 
Buffer for his-sake: they may .be stripped and scourged, 
fipitted on, mockedy condbeixuiredv and cruci^ed. Butihcir 
sufferings for his name are not Jil^e his in their stead, ope- 
rations of the curse of the law of works. The satisfac- 
tion, which by sufferi4ig. and dying, he made, is the shield 
that protects them from its vengeance. Blessed are ye 
whom it covers! Through it no arrow can piercp. Hold 
it up believers, — and rejoice in it all the day I 

Fourthlif^ The sufferer is the Horn of salvation, which 
God raised up in the house of David, This title, which 
distinguishes and adorns our Lord Jesus Christ, is beau- 
tiful in expj'ession, and rich in sense and meaning. In the 
Psalms, you observe David frequently boasting and tri^ 
umphing in it; ami at the circumcision of the forerimner 
of Messiah, Zacliarias revives the use of it in his prophet- 
ical devotion: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 
^'hath visited and redeemed his people; aiwl hath raised 
*^up an born of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
<*'David." The horn of an animal is its weapon, both for 
defence and vengeance. With this it defends itself, and 

tith tfiis it pushes down the enemy. In some prophecies, 
»m. is an emblem of the power of a king, and the 
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Strength of his kingdom, and, ^ith the highest propriety, 
is transferred to the Lamb of ~God, in ^hose office the 
powers 6f salvation and destruction arc vested, and in 
whose administration these powers are exerted. The 
horns of the bulls of Bash'an were not able to break the 
horn of the Lamb. In the hall of the governor, these 
gaped and roared, and pushed at himj and on Calvary, 
"Where he was crucified, it was presun^ed that all his pur- 
poses were broken. But on the third day, the Horn of 
Satvalion budded, and, anointed with fresh oil, soon after 
his resurrection, became, like the right hand of the Lord, 
both glorious and terrible — glorious in the salvation of 
minions, and terrible in the destruction of multitudes. 

Fifthly^ The sufferer is the Author and Finisher of 
faith. This title, like all the titles of our blessed Sa- 
viour, is important and interesting, and, by the apostle to 
the Hebrews, is set immediately before a description of 
the state of his mind in suffering and dying for our sins: 
^'Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, 
<<who, for the joy that was set before him, endured the 
"cross, dcspbing the shame.** In this connection, it di- 
rects us to look unto Jesus, not only as the bestower and 
pcrfccter, but as the example and rnodel of faith. In his 
own exercise he is the prince and leader, who goes be- 
fore believers, and who, in trusting and hoping himself, 
leaves tHem a finished and perfect pattern of trust and 
hope. V 

Sixthly y The sufferer is the Sun of Righteousness, or. 
the Light of the World. Under this glorious title, the 
last of the prophets foretels the brightness of his rising; 
"Unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of Righte- 
"ousness arise, with healing in his wings." In his birth 
he was deeply ol>scured. The babe, wrapped in swad- 
ling clothes and lying in a mani2;er, was unlike the Sun of 
Righteousnessj and the man of sorrows was not acknow- 
ledged to be the glory of Israel, and the light of the world. 
From his agony and seizure in the garden, to his death 
and resurrection, thjs glorious sun was thought to be to- 
tally eclipsed. His visage was marred, his face disco- 
loured with spittle, his head crowned with thorns, his hack 
furrowed with cords, and his hands and feet pierced with . 
nails. But under this darkness, the title Sun of Righte- 
ousness existed, aijd through it light beams upon the • 
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WorH. Hast thou an eye, O hearer, strong and-^spiritual, 
tohehoidthe glory of the Sun of Rigfhteousness, wading 
ia^lpod, and shining in darkness? How thick is the 
darkness which covered him; and, at the same time, how 
Iumii)ous are the rays which break through it, as the 
morning spread upon the mountains! 

In the SECOND place, we speak concerning the indigni- 
ties which our Lord suSered. These are related in the 
text, without coloring and without reflections. ,The holy 
writer neiiher praises the fortitude and glory of the suffer- 
er, nor reprobates the baseness and inhumanity of the 
wicked, by whom he was abused. Facts are truly stated 
in the relation, and simplicity is rigidly observecf. The 
soldiers of the governor, seeing Jesus scourged, and hear- 
ing him condemned, took him into the common-hall—* 
stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe — platte^l a 
crown of thorns, and set it on his head — put into his right 
hand a reed— bowed the knee before him — mocked him, 
saying. Hail king of the Jews^spit upon him — took the 
reed out of his hand, and smote him with it on the head. 
These abuses and indignities, which are unparalleled in 
the annals of suffering, set the wickedness and brutality of 
the perpetrators in a shocking light. It is not, however, 
tny intention to describe them more particularly. The re- 
petition of the words which the Holy Ghost directed to be 
used, and in which there is no ambiguity, is sufiit:ient for 
our fahh. On a theme so' awfully high, and at the same 
time so profoundly mysterious^^it would be presumption 
and arrogance in the extreme to attempt a tragedy, and 
sink the pulpit into a stage. 

Under the direction of the Holy Spirit, and in imitation 
of the holy writera, we will endeavor to unite simplicity of 
expression with greatness of sentiment; and state before 
yon views of the indignities and abuses related in onr text, 
which are more seldom observed, and which, notwithstand- 
ing, are useful and edifying. Pamcularly, when, made 
wider the law, our Lord Jesus Christ subjected himself to 
the sufiPering of these indignities — in suffering them he was 
not ashamed and confounded— suffered them for and in- 
stead of the elect-— by suflfcring thbm, paid a part of the 
ransom for their redemption from the curse — and, left them 
an example that they should foUOw his steps. 
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i^8t^ When made under the law^ our Lord Jesus 
Christ subjected himself to the sufTeruig of these indig;ni« 
ties. In his state under the law of worWa, they should be 
considered not merely as excesses of the wickedness and 
brutality of men: they were indeed so. But this is not the 
only^ nor the principal consideration: He had subjected 
•himself to a law, and these indignities were operations of 
its curse. The perpetrators were desperately and outra- 
geously wicked in abusing him; but the curse, which is 
the sentence of the Lawgiver, is jnst^ and all its operations 
upon him, by their malignity, were indignities whidh he 
had bound himself to bear. Had their insolences been 
merely excesses of brutish cruelty, he could easily have 
C^onfounded, and, by the breath of his lips, and the rod of 
hh mouth, struck dead the whole band. This, however^ 
lie did not, and this he <could not do. Having subjected 
himself to the penalty of the law^ it became him to bear 
«very insult and every pain, which the Lawgiver permitted 
a band of ruffians, in their wanton barbarity, to inflict* 

Secondly y In suffering the insolences of the ungodly, our 
Lord Jesus was not ashamed and confounded. Before 
the soldiers of the governor took him into the con^mon 
hall, he knew every indignity which they would offer him 
therel Oftener th^n once he had foretold the operations 
of the wrath of man against his pei*son and office; and^ 
considering these himself as operations of the wrath of 
God, by their malignity instructed his disciples to arm 
themselves with the same mind. "The Son of Man shall 
"be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes, 
"and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver 
"him to the Gentiles. And they shall mock him, and 
"shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall 
"kill hiin, and the third day he shall rise again." The 
firmness of his mind, under the insolences of wicked and 
brutish men, is foretold and described by one of the pro- 
phets, and referred to its proper principle: "I gave my 
**back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them who pluck- 
"ed off the hair. I hid not my face from shame and spit- 
«ning. For the Lord God will help roe; therefore shall I 
*'not be confounded, therefore have I set my face like a 
"flint, and I know tlrat I shall not be asliamcd. bland 
still and bee this great sightl Behold the sufferer, not a des- 
ponding and cowardly, but a bold and mighty sufferer, 
G 
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ivhoseback, furrowed by the Jasb, and cohered with tfec 
SQarlet robe, upheld the universe— whose countenancci 
tnarred with shame and spitting, was harder than fiint 
and bolder than Lebanon — and whose faith, assailed and 
itflTronted by every indignity, stood firmer than the pillars 
of heaven and earth! Trusting in God, and twhoWing thft 
joy set before him, he despised the shame, endured the 
pain, and triumphed oyer the diversion and wantonness of 
wickedness and inhumanity. 

Thirdly^ The Lord Jesus suffered these indigniiicS fot 
and instead of the elect* On his own personal account no 
law could subject him to them. He had done violence to 
feone, and none of his accusers could convince him of sin, 
or prove him guilty of an error. But substituted for the 
guilty, or made sin for us, it became him to ^ndure the 
penal iniseiies which, we deserved to endure. The insult 
of the reed and scarlet robe, the pain of the scourge and the 
toguish of the crown of thorns, the shame of the spittle and 
the mockery of the knee^ were parts of the punishment of 
'the iniquities which the elect committed, and operations 
bf the discipline which is the chastisement of their peace. 
Indignation at the rudeness and brutality of the soldiers is 
not the only passion which the record of these abuses 
should kindle in our breasts: .Rather it should kindle in* 
dignation against ourselves, for whose iniquities he 6ub* 
snitted to abuse. *'Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
^^carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stric'keiif 
^^smitten of God and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
Mour transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the 
^^chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
^*atripes we are healed." 

Fourthly^ The suffering of these indignitiies was a part 
of the ransom which our Kinsman gave for the rederop* 
jtion of the elect. Redemption Is an expensive undertaking: 
none but himself was equal to it, and it cost him dear.— 
Though the price was not higher than the justice of the Law- 
giver stated, nor more than our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
ha&engaged to give, and could afford to give, it was a very 
great sum. Scorn and mockery, and shame, and spitting» 
^d stripes, and thorns, and nails, and death, under the wrath 
of his Father and the curse of the law, were heavy articles. 
Yet none of these tould be dispensed with: The curse de- 
pounced all that our Redeemer endured, and the LaW'^ 
gtver exacted no njiorp than w^ due. Some men, who 
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pfpt^sis to re^p^ct the person aod-glory of our Redeemer, 

account his vicarious suffering and his bearing the cursi 
dry and barren subtilties, and state every indignity that lie 
endured to the wickedness of the age in which he appear- 
ed, without any relation to his being made under the law^ 
inade sin, and made a €urse< But prophets and apostleiif 
and pur Redeemer himself^ exhibit these views of hia su£- 
fcrings and death as truths of high importance to the world, 
and principles which have a strong and efiectual inflQence 
on the obedience of faiths And all w ho truly receive them 
feel their tendency to animate devotion, to fix deeper th« 
impressions of the holiness of God, and the love of Chris^ 
and to constrain unto the practice of every good work. 

-Fifihlyj In suffering these indi$;nitieS| our Lord Jesua 
lefjt us an example, that we should foUow his steps. Iq 
one of his Epistles, Peter slates the sufferings of Christ io 
this view: '^Christ suffered for us, leaving us an exaropki 
"that >ve should follow his steps-. Who did no sin, neither 
f*Was guile found in his mouth; who, wh^ he was reviled, 
"reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not, but 
^committed himself to him that judgeth righteously/*-^ 
When he wro|e these word«, the apostle appears to have 
recollected the indignities which the evangelist relates in 
our text. We should not however suppose, that he af- 
firms example to be the end or intention of the sufferings 
of Christ. The spirit of truth, under whose inspiration he 
wrote, testifies, that atonement, or reconciliation for iniqui- 
ty, is the end <rf these. Accordingly^ before the sentence 
is finished, Peter brings this into view: "Who his own self 
^'bare our sins, in bis own body on the tree, that we, being 
"dead to sins, should live unto righteousness, by whose ^ 
"stripes we are healed." But in making atonement and 
reconciliation, Christ suffered indignities and abuses from 
men, in a manner which is an example of resignation, 
meekness, and patience, to us, when we are abused by the 
froward and outrageous. The context, accurately obser- 
ved and interpreted by sound criticism, compels us \o pro* 
fess the meaning of the holy apostle to be, that the man* 
per of suffering, and not the end or intention of the suffer- 
ings, is our example. 

According to, our general method, we speak, lastly 
concerning the glory of Christ in suffering the indignities 
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related in the text. The sacred writer relates bis sufD^iings 
ivithout revealing his glory. But by the light of other 
parts of scriptHre \ee behold it; and without a display of 
it) the Imowledge of the fellowship of his sufferings could 
not be attained. Upon that memorable night which pre- 
ceded the abu»ve treatment in the common hall, by th« 
military band, he made this solemn profession before the 
disciples: <^Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 
^'glorified in him. ' And if €rod be glorified in him, God 
<<8hall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway 
•^glorify him.*' — He knew that the Father would glorify 
him, not only after suffering, but in suffering, and that he 
would glorify the Father both in suffering and after suffer- 
m^. Under the indignities which he suffered in the hall, 
the intellectual and believing eye "beholds the glory and 
excellency of each person in the Godhead; particularly the 
glory and excellency of the wisdom and love, and of the 
holiness and righteousness, and of the majesty and sover- 
eignty of the Father, of whom are all things; tlie glory and 
excellency of the grace and mercy, and of the strength and 
boldness, and of the meekness and patience of Jesus Christ, 
the son,- through whom are all things; and the glory and 
excellency of the power and. love, iand of the truth and in* 
fiuence, and of the goodness and joy of the Lord the spirit^ 
by whom are ail things. 

Besides, through the indignities which obscured and 
disfigured the Lord Jesus in the hall, a peculiar glory 
breaks forth, that, for the sake of distinction, may be cal- 
led the glory of hi^ grace. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the praises of which are celebrated in the scrip- 
tures, signifies not only the grace that is received from 
him, but the grace which fitted him for suffering, and 
' which he himself exercised and exemplified in suffering j 
particularly his faith, his love, his zeal, his humility, his 
meekness, his patience and resignation to the will of his 
Father, break through the darkness which obscured the 
brightpess of his light, and fill the hearts of his people 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

Jf'irat, In suffering the indignities related in our text, 
the glory of his faith and trust appears bright arid resplen- 
dent. The shame and the pain, and the insolence and 
abuse, which our Lord Jesus Christ endured in the hall, 
.vere violent temptations to cast away his confidence) ^o 
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abandon his enter pnze, and t&clea^ir of succeedii^in }us 
underiuking; but these tempt<iiion» hU faith resisted and 
overcame. Unmoved, undismayedr una^hamedy he stood 
firm, and without f^iindng held fast the confidence and tbo 
rejoicing of tlie hope firm unto the end. In h» faith, on 
thai trying occasion, the words of Isaiah, recited above, 
were verified and exemplified. ^^The Lord God will help 
><me, therefore shall I nut be confounded." Abuses and 
iiKlignities, which would have confounded ordinary suf- 
ferers, had not that effect upon him. Trusting in his 
Father, he set his face like a film, heard all, endured all, 
felt all, triumphed over al]> without being ashamed and 
confou ded. 

Secondiyy In the comnion hall, where the I^rd Jesus 
suffered the indigniiies, the glory of his love appears in 
splendour and dignity. Observe the scarlet robe, tJie reed, 
and the crown of thorns; behold the yrlest ruffians bowinf^ 
the knee, striking^ revtUng, and spitting upon the blessed 
and only Potentate, and say, Behold bow he loved us? — 
Would you be able to comprehend, with all saints, the 
breadth and length, the depth and height; would you niea- 
sure that which is not measurable; would you know that 
which passeth knowledge — the love of Christ? Behold 
him standing in the assembly of the wicked, under the 
curse denounced against your iniq^uilies; and, in obedience 
to the will of his Father, bearing their reproaches and in* 
soiences for your redemption from the vengeance of the 
curse. Recollecting this, Paul speaks of his love in the 
warmest manner: ^^Christ loved the Church, and gavo 
**'himself for it— loved us, and gave himself for u« — loved 
"me, and ^ave himself for me." 

Thirdly y In suffering the reproaches and indignuies of 
the ungodly, glory appears in the zeal of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Zeal for the name and honour. of the Father was 
in hint' a vigorous principle, which exerted its strength 
and boldness through his obedience and.sufierings, cYen 
unto the death of the^cross. Some days before he suffer- 
ed himself to be apprehended, he was heard say, << Father, 
"glorify thy name;** to which this answer was immediately 
given by a vwcc from the throne, "I have both glorified* 
"it, and will glorify it again." Like a fire in the bone?, 
hid zeal burned all day long; and if one of his ancestors ac- 
cording to the flesh "^as allow^cl to say, "ily zeal hath 
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<<consutned me/' much more might he say it in the com-^ 
men halt) where zeal for the glory of hia Father, in our 
salvation, began lo flame out vehenrently, and ceased not 
to burn afterward tiil his life was consumed. 

Fourthly y In suffering the indignities and insolences of 
the wicked, the humility of the Lord Jesus is glorious.— 
Found in fashion as a man, they treated him not as a man^, 
but trampled on him as a worm., Astonishini; humilia- 
tiouL Jesus, who is worthy to receive honour,and gloiy,and 
blessing, made himself of no reputation, humbled himself 
to be a reproach of men, and to be despiserl by the peo- 
ple! Astottisliing, indeed, when we consider that he hum- 
bled himself so low. to declare t^ie righteousness of God, 
In ^'raising up the poor out of the dust, and lifting up the 
"beggar** and the criminal "from the dunghill,. to set them 
<'among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 
"glory.** In his humiliation, luimility appears amiable^ 
marvellous, and exemplary. Me himself ui ges it aa a 
reason of our submission to his ministry and instruction.—- 
"Lciirn of me, for I am lowly in heart." None who sub- 
mits to his instiuction' is properly dressed, unless he be- 
clothed with humility, and, by condescending to men of 
low degree, prove himself to be so. "Better it is to be of 
"a hunible spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil 
"with the proud.'* 

Fifthly y In suffering the Insolences of brutish men, the 
meekness of Jesus Christ is- glorious; Lowliness, and 
meekness ai^ the holy beauties of this insulted king; and 
their union draws upon him the admiration of every loyal- ' 
hearted subject. Speakbg of his owrt graces and excel- 
lencies, he says, "I am meek and lowly in heart." «Mo- 
•fses was very' meek, above all the men which were upon 
Vihe face of the earth.** The meekness of Moses is emi- 
nent. The meekness of Christ is peiiect. In Wm this 
grace shined forth ki the perfection of beauty. The tea-!- 
XxmoTiif of the false witnesses he heard m silence. The 
rudeness of the wicked, who apit in his face, and buffeted 
him, and smote him with the palms of their hands, he en- 
dured with composure. T1>e derision and pain in the 
common hall he suffered with boldnesa and mildness. — 
Nothing defbctive appeared in his temper, his. llinguage,. 
Dor in life behaviour. Our Lord Jesus is exemplary in all,, 
and in all perfect. Mc^r.c9S io bis heart is higher thdi^ 
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the meekness of gradous nie% ^titi is the meekness of 
God-man. 

SixMy^ In sufTc^HBg the insolences «nd abuses of tnen^ 
the patience of Jesus Christ is glorious. No hard or un- 
guarded woi'd esca ped him u nde r his angu ish . T he rudest 
treatment did not ruffle or diiicompose his mind. ^'H«> 
"auffefcdybut threatened notf" suffered not with, stoical apsi* 
thy, and sullen and pbilosophkaL pride, but with bold tran- 
quility, and reverential, and humble, and holy composui*e. 
lr\ all tlungs, excepRng sin, made like unto us,. he fdt tht3 
▼iolence done him by the liand of the wicked,, and heard 
the hard speeches. uttered by the tongue of the ungodly.. 
But though both were inconceivably odious and intolerably 
painful, neither tho vioLenco of the one, nor the biasphe- 
iziy of the other, could br«ak his mind, or fret his patience. 

Z,astly, In suffering, tlie resignation of the Lord Jesus 
IS glorious.. As th'e hour of suffering approached, a con- 
flict was felt, a conffict not between sin and grace, but be- 
tween the wieakness of his human nature and the strength- 
and glory of his gracey while aVthe same time resignation 
tiiumphedi "^ow is my soul troubled,, and what shall I 
"say?. Father, save me ft'om this hour; but for this cause 
^^canrie I unto this hour.'*' Another conflict was iu 
his agony, when resignation also triumphed. "Father,. 
*'if it be possible, let this cup pass from me^ never- 
"theless, not my will, but thine be done." The palm, tho 
scourge, the reed, the tliorn, the purple, Uie spittle, the 
cross, M^d the nails, were bitter and painful infusions; yet 
^esc, all these dnegs he submitted to wring out and drink.. 

After HTtistraling these particulars concerning the Suf- 
ferer, the indignities which he suffered in the commou. 
hall, and the glory that breaks forth in his suffering thern^, 
attention is requested a few minutes longer, to some rao- 
mentoos and interesting observations*. 

r^/, The harmony between the predictions of prophets,, 
and the relations of Evanvelists, concerning the sufferings 
of Christ, is obvious and striking. The prophets foretel 
that he would be reproached, despised, rejected, and that 
he would be afflicted, wounded, bruised, put to grief, and 
eut off out of the land of the living. The Evangelists re- 
late that he was betrayed, denied, accused, condemned; 
that he was scourged, njceke<l>tr^*iyr.cd T\Jth ihonis^ c^ 
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sp]tte4 ^^f ^J^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ diftownecV forss^ken^ led to Ca4* 
vary, nailed to a tree,, and crucified between two thieve*. 
This harmony, between the predictions of the fornier and 
the relations, of the latter, is a proof that both wrote by the 
inspiration of God, and that the Messiah of the prophets, 
and the Christ of the evangelists, is the same deliverer and 
saviour. But though there is .harmony and agreement in 
facts,^variation and diversity may be observed in Uie colour- 
ing of these facts, Pro|>hets raise their styJe, collect the 
boldest metaphors, and delight in uncommon turns of ex- 
pression. Evangelists relate the facts in plain and simple 
words,* neither colouring their diction with metaphor, nor 
swelling and heightening it with ornaments of any kind. Li 
the twenty-second Psalm, where the sufferings of our Sa- 
viour are prophetically described, the sacred writer height- 
ens the description with the indignant imagery of bulls and 
dogs, and lions and unicorns. In the gospels where has 
sufferings are related, the holy writers, with the bold and 
indignant descriptions in the prophecy before them, tell 
the naked fact, and give the world the offices and names 
of men, priests, elders, and scribes; Herod, Pilate and tha 
band of soldiers. 

2c//y, In his person and offi<;ie, the Lord Jesus is incon- 
ceivably glorious. "Brightness of Glory," is one of Ivis^ 
distinguishing titles. Men, the eyes of whose understand- 
ings had been opened by ihe spirit of wisdom and revela- 
tion in the kno\yledge of him, behold, with unspeakable 
satisfaction, its lustre and nwjesty through the v^l of flesh 
and the cloud of infamy which sat over him in his humilia- 
tion. Isaiah saw the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, before he was made flesh; after he was made flesh, the 
disciplesbeheld it; at the sealing up of vision and prophe- 
cy, it was manifested to John in Patmos;; and all "believers 
see now, as in a glass, Jesus crowned with glory and hon- 
or. Before the world was, he had glory with the Father; 
in tlie world he occasionally manifested his glory; and af- - 
ter he left the world, glory followed his sufferings and 
death, which transcends our power of description, and rises 
infinitely above the elevation of our conceptions. Part of 
his glory may, however, by the scripture be seen as in a ^ 
glass, and that we will improve, till we shall, according to 
his prayer, behold the whole face to face. In the glory of 
|ds person; God-9&an^ Chri^ is the face of Go<l to us^ and 
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Iheiflirror in which the light of the knowledge of the glo» 
ry of every attribote shines. In the glory of his person^ 
God-man, Christ is the foundation on which the purpose of 
the will of Crod laid the building of mercy and salvationy 
fastening the corner-stones of it in him by an everlasting 
covenant. In the glory of hi» person, God-man, Christ i6 
the object in which the several lint s of revelation are cen- 
tered, and thd treasury in which all spiritual blessings are 
laid up and kept in store. In the glory of his person^ 
GoQ-man, Christ is the rock on which the church is found- 
ed, and the head to which every member in particular \9 
united. In the glory of his person, God-man, Christ is the^ 
principle of the gracious qualities of believers, and the 
medium of the operations of these qualities in their fellow** 
ship with God. In the glory of his person, God^man^ 
Christ is the new and living way by whtch we draw neaii 
to God in worship, and come with boldness to^his throne :- 
Once more, In the glory of his person, God-man, Christ' 
is the glory of our strength, in performing the duties of 
obedience, (he high-priest who presents these to God^^ 
and the advocate who solicits and obtams their acceptance; 
Sdli/j The grand design of revelation is to manitest the 
glory of Christ in his person, God-man. This may be ob- 
served both in the Old Testament and in the New. In 
several Psalms, and in many prophecies, youwiU observe 
the holy men raising the style, and collecting the boldest 
x»etapiiors~, to impress on the mind of the w^rld just and 
lofty conceptions of the power and majesty of our Lord Je* 
sus Christ. You. will observe the same grand design pur- 
sued in the several Epistles written under the New Tes-' 
tament. The reproach and shame which covered him in 
his humiliation being removed, the apostles set forth his 
personal and official eXtCellcnciesm words which the Holy 
Ghost suggested, and filled the earth with the lighfof the 
knowledge of his glory. In their writings, as in a glass, 
we now behold beauty instead of ashes,, glory in the place 
of shame, and majesty where meanness had seated itself. 
The head that was crowned with thorns is. crowned with 
glory and honor, and beautified with a raijibow; the right 
hand, that held a reed, holds, the sceptre of righteousness- 
and a rod of iron; the face, that was defiled with spittle, is-' 
clearer than the light of heaven, and brighter than the sunj- 
the body, that was covered with scarlet, i;s clothed with at 
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vesture dipt in blood; audi ooee more» the oitn of ac^^ 
rows, who was wounded with the palni) scourged with the 
lash, nailed to a tre^d^ and crucified under the t^le King of 
the Jews, sits on the right hand of power, and, clainang 
the title King of kings and Lord of lords, »iBites tbe.eartli 
with the rod of his mouth, slays the wicjted with the breath 
of his li pa, and wounds the head over many countries. 

4My^ The various representatioiis which have been 
made of the person, sufferings, and glory of Christ, are 
suitable means of working in believers a lively frame of 
heart for shewing his death at his table^ Faith aiKl lovCf 
and hope, and joy, together with the deepest sorrow, hu* 
miiiiy, and reverence, are required m this holy action^ 
which is a special and distinguishing part of our neve obe* 
dience; and the several truths concerning him which have 
been represented and addressed to the understanding, tend 
to strengthen these and all other gracious qualities, and to 
kindle in our souls that fervent gratitude which should 
Same out in remembering his sufferings, death, and love. 
After eKhibitihg such captivating views of his humiliation 
and glory, every believer ought to come to his table under 
the deepest and most lively impressions, not only of tlie 
greatness and transpendency of liis love, but of the evil and 
malignity of sin, and of the justice and holiness of Godw- 
in, condemning and punishing it io the sufferings and death 
of his beloved and only begotten Son. 

At the same time yoi* sliould observe, that neither these, 
Bor any other means, will produce such effects in youc 
hearts, without, the working of the Holy Spirit. Lift up 
tfey prayer, O believer! for the working of his glorious 
power. By his power workini^ mightily in thine inner man 
with the word^,. thy graces will revive, and thy soul, Uke a 
green olive, will bud and flourish in the house, and ajt the 
table of the Lord. ScripJ^ure furnishes examples of sup* 
plicating the throne for the shedcling forth of the Holy 
Ghost, arid dictates words fit to be used on, such solemn 
occastions, "O send out thy light and thy truths let them 
"lead me, let them bring me unto thy holy hill,, and lo thy 
"tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of God, 
"unto God my exceeding joy. Yea, upon the harp will I 
"pi:;Mse thee, p God, my God. Why art thou cast down, 
. "O my soul, and why art thou dijiquieted within me? hope 
•Hhou in Gad, for I shall yet praise him who is the beal^J*^ 
f of my countenance^ and toy God,'* 
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Lastly y 'the various reprewntation^ exhibited of the 
person, sufferings, and glory, of our lord Jesus Christ, 
' lead to tiie satisfactory inswer of a question of the high* 
est importance to the unbeHeving, the ungodly, and the 
unholy. ♦^What must we do to be saved?** Are ye se- , 
rious when this question is brought upon the field? It 
supposes you to be in the state of perishing creatures, 
and that something must be done for your $alvation. Do 
you deny yourselves to be in the perishing state? Were 
you not made sinners by the disobedience of one man,«** 
«nd by his offence, came not judgment upon you unto 
condemnation? Have not you yourselves smned against 
the Lord continually, exceedingly, presumptuously— and 
doth not every sin that you have committed deserve his 
wrath and ciirse, both in this life and the life to come? 
Undoubtedly you are in the perishing state. May the 
Holy Spirit reprove and convince every unbelieving, un- 
goodly, unholy creature in this assembly, of sin, and of 
righteousness, and oi judgement; Sfnd, by the revelation 
«nd operation of the few in his conscience, compel him to 
acknowledge and profess hhnself guilty and polluted in 
the sight of the Lord! 

To deliver and save yoti from perishhig, something^ 
must be done; but Where shall the doer be found? Canst 
thou, O guilty and polluted creature, do for thyself? Van- 
ity and error will put various expedients into thine head, 
and flatter thee that thou art able to do a part, if not the 
whole business. The book, however, that lies before thee, 
with every proof of Its being given by inspiraiioh of God, 
•ays, "Thou art without strengh,** "dead in trespasses and 
<<sins,*' and, through tlie ignorance and blindness of thine 
heart, <^lienated from the life of God.'* Confess inability, 
O foolish and unwise, to do for yourselves! In truth, it 
Is a palpable fact, and felt by every one who is not past 
feeling. Besides, salvation is net a business that may be 
done by some weak essays, or a few well meant endea- 
vours, or general overtures of accommodation, or compo- 
sition with the law of works. The righteousness which 
this law requires must be fulfilled, without offending in 
one point; and the vengeance which it denounces upon 
transgressors must be suffered, to the satisfaction and 
glory of the Lawgiver. 
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Behold, O perishing and helpless creatures! behold th(^ 
Doer and the Suffererl Ldok to Bethlehem, where the 
virgin brought him forth in the beauty of hoHness, wrap- 
ped him in swaddHng clothes, and laid him in a manger! 
Poliow him through the cities and vUlages of Israel, and 
x)bserve him fulfilling the righteousness t>f the law in every 
pointi Turn into Gethsemane and Gabbatha, the com* 
mon-hall and the place of skulls, and behold him suffering 
the vengeance which the law denounces, to the satisfaction 
«nd glory of the Lawgiver! Whosoever hath an ^ar to 
liear, let him hear from the cross, "Finishedr' which aD- 
ticipationillustratedin these triumphant and comprehen- 
sive words: "I have glorified thee on earth, 1 have firdshed 
*'the work which thou gavest me to do." 

To the Doer and Sufferer thou must be.urtited, betroth- 
ed, and joined, and married. The book before you s|iith 
so. His doings and sufferings, his obedience and blood, 
imputed and placed to account, apprehended and receiv- 
ed, shield from the vengeance of the curse, make righte- 
ous before God, and entitle to life, and glory, and heaven. 
The Lord Jesus, in the midst of us, is mighty to save, rea- 
dy to forgive, resting in his love, able to apprehend; and, 
by the v<Hce of his word, in the ministry of reconciliation, 
calls to the froward, the disobedient, thestiff-necked^the 
stout-heaited, and the rebellious, to come forward, and, 
with a true heart, in full assutance of faith, submit them- 
selves to his nghteousness. Obey his voice, and receive 
his grace— believe in his name, and rejoice in his salva- 
tion. **God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
**gottcn Son, that whosoever believe th in him. should not 
"perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his 
<'Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
"world through him might be saved. He that believeth 
^'on him is not condemned; but he that belieVeth not is 
"condemned already, because he hath not believed on the 
"name of the only begotten Son of God.*' 
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TH£ SON OF GOD NJULED TO THE CBOSS, 



Mauk XV. 25. 
And they crucr/ied him, 

SIMPLICITY '» the beauty of the writings which 
set forth to the world, the birth, and Jife, and death, and 
resurrection, of the Son of God. Avoiding the pomp 
of words, ^Bd suppressing the reflections and feelings 
of men, the writers, whom the iioly Ghost inspired 
and ^niplof ed, relate facts, and without colouring or 
ornanient, leave these to the kispirer, who could. persuade 
acid enable the world to believe them whenever he pleas- 
ed^ Works surpassing human power, aod exemplifying 
boundless goodness, are recorded without admiration; and 
indigniues, unparalleled in the history of inisei% are de- 
scribed without expressions either of indignation at the 
wickedness of the actors, or of astonishment at the patience 
and love of the Sufferer. 

With monuments efpowcp, and wisdom, StntI goodness^ 
before him, a w liter in the Psalms, by two dashes of his 
^en, describes the whole glory of creatioi>, ami leaves eve- 
ry readier at a loss which to admire, tlie elevation of 
thought^ or the simplicity of expression: "^<? a/iake^ and 
it fvaa done,** In simplicity of expression and elevation 
of conception equally dignified, the crucifixion of the Son 
^f God, a deed without example in the adminblration of 
Heaven, is completed, by another holy writer, in a single 
word, «<And they crucified him." Astonishing! Was 
this man ignorant of the wVckedneasof the attoi-s, the dig- 
nity of the Sufferer, and the <nomentoiis importance of 
the' Cross? No: By the revelation ^f the same spirit who 
inspired the prophet Isaiah, and taught the aposlle Pao!, 
ihe knew these; and ytX he hath not an epithet to bestovfl 
II 
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Upon the crucifixion of a good tnan^ Xenophon or Livy 
%vculd have lavished all the stores of descriptive language, 
loaded the memory of the raurderei's with every indig- 
nant epithet, and lionored the virtue and heroism of the 
sufferer with the highest applause. Mark dispatches his 
history of the crucifixion of the Son of God in one word^ 
saying, with apparent coolness and bold simplicity, ".^nrf 
they crucified him,'* Taught to record the deed, and sup- 
press the reflection, he hath, however, given the v/orld all 
that faith desires for a foundation, a fi^t under the hand 
and seal of the Spirit of truth. 

The crucifixion of the Son of God never was intended to 
be concealed. So far from intending a concealment, the 
night before it was perpetrated, he instituted and com- 
manded a com*raemoratioa of it in the face of the world. 
This commemoration is the object of our assembling our- 
selves together. He whom they crucifiied is alive again; 
he whom they crucified is sitting on the right baud of pow- 
er; he whom they crucified is under promise to be with 
l>is folio wersy alway even unto the end of the world. Hop- 
ing that it will be according to this word, we will intro- 
duce the commemoration with speeches^ Firsts Concern-, 
ing the citicifiersj Secondly^ Concerning the man whom 
they crucified^ 7'hirdiy^ Concerning the crucifixion; 
Fourthly^ Conceriiin^ the wonders in his crucifixion, and 
cur interest in its Effects and Issues. 

Concerning the crucifiers we speak, in the first 
PLACE. This, though seemingly a poor and dry part of 
our theme, is not useless and uninteresting. No useless nor 
superfluous particulars stand in the testinnony which the 
.Holy Ghost bears to the Cross* In the Acts of the Apos- 
tles a concise account is inserted of the actors who cruci- 
fied the Lord of glory. After Peter and John had report- 
ed to tlieir own company the hard words which the priests 
and elders said to them^ they lifted up their voice with one* 
accDrd, sayings "Lord, tho» art God, who hast made hea- 
^<ven and earth, and the sea, ami all that m them is; who 
*'by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did 
^^the heathen rage; and the people ima^ne vain things? 
<<The kings of th^ earth stood op, and the rulers were 
^<gathered together against the Lord, and against his 
^Christ* Forofa truth against tbyiraly child Je^us, whom 
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^^thou hast {anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, xrhh 
**the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered to- 
<^gether, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel de- 
"lermioed before lo be done." In this solemn address to 
the throQO of God, it appears that not only the lower and 
baser part of men, but that itien of quality and eminence 
in the offices of church and state, were active in the cru- 
cifixion. Israelites and Gentiles, the two great divisions 
of men at that time, took part in it; and, by several other 
passages of scripture, we perceive, that the agency of 
both was criminal, though not equally criminal. 

"He tlKil delivered me to thee," said our Lord to the 
Roman governor, "hath the greater sin." Th# agen- 
cy of Judas and Caiaphas was more criminal than the 
agency of Herod and Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles 
were less blam cable than the people of Israel.. By the 
hands of wicked men Christ was crucified and slain, but 
.their wicked hands did that which the righteous counsel 
of God determined before to be done. The determination 
of his counsel was just and holy, the deed of the ungodly 
assembly who executed it ^vas wicked and unjust. \Vith^ 
cut reproaching his owa I;otlltiea9) itre Holy G..C cf I:il?.?l 
executes determinations of his secret will by the agency 
cf ths imgodiy; arid, to the praiss of tht glory of his jus- 
tice, punishes them for transgressing commandments of 
liis revealed will, by those ungodly deeds which execute 
and fulfil determinations of his secret will. Though the 
Almighty is unsearchable, and his ways, like patliS in the 
sea, cannot be found out unto perfection, these operations 
we believe, and, with reverence and godly fear, ackno\'7- 
ledge and profess, because we observe them exemplified 
in the record of his administration.— "O, Assyrian! the rod 
"of mine anger, and the staff of mine indignation. I will 
"send him against the hypocritical nation;, and against ttic 
"people of my wrath will I give him a charge.— Where- 
"Ibreit shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath per- 
"formcd his whole work upon mount Zion, and on Jerusa- 
"lem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the kinfi: 
"of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks." — In cruci- 
fying the Lord of glory, the people of Israel fulfilled the 
determination of the council atid will of the Most High; 
and for the perpetration of this wicked and execrable deed, 
t?hsit hypocritical and ungodly nation is dissolved, and blot- 
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ted oiU of the book of nations. <VGre&t and marvellous arc 
"thy«works;,Lord God Almighlyl jiist and Uwt are thy 
"ways, thou, King of Saiuls! \¥ho shall not fear thee, U 
''Lord, and glorify thy name; for thou only art haly, for all 
"nations shall come and worship before thee, for thy judg- 
'*ments are made manifest! ■'* 
• The crucifiers knew not what they did. This circum«' 
stance we believe to be of more impertance, because i^ 
occurs. oftener t^iai> once. Ignorance, though neither the 
justification nor the excuse of wickedness, is an alleviation 
pleadable in applications to the throne for pardon. White 
they were nailing him to the cr€)ss, our Saviour mentions 
it i». an address to the throne: "Father, forgive them, for 
"t-hey know not what they do." The v.ickedness of some 
ungodly deeds is-a plea which despair brings forward ift 
bar of applications 4br mercyt But soon after the cruci- 
fixion, and wliilo convkuon was killing the crucifiers by 
thousands, Peter lay* hold on their ignorance,.in confound- 
ing despair, and opening the way* to the throne. "Now-, 
"brethren, I wot tliat through ignorance ye did it, as did 
"also your^ rulers.**' In obviating the prejudice of the 
educated an4self-ct:f?:£:ent mirtd against the wisdom which 
the. preaching of the cross brings to light, Paul avails 
himself of the ignoraiice of tlie crucifiers: "The Hddeni. 
"wisdom w^hich God ordained before the world, unto o»ip 
"gloiy, none of the princes of this wonld knew^j for had 
<Hhey known they would not have crucified the Lord of 
«<2;lor3tl" 

In the SECOND' plac«, wc s|>eak of the Man Christ 
Jesus, who was crucified. No theme within- the limits of 
oratory is plcasanter than his- personal and official glory-. 
Prophets and Apostles, who spake before us, uttered con- 
cferning'him, and, as they were moved l^' the Holy Ghostj 
committed to writing the sweetest and most substantiar 
truths. In their discourses, which are our scripturesj 
and which instruct ^t the same time that th«y delight and 
ravish, simplicity and grandeur unlte;^ and, by their uniouj 
p;ive pleasure to 'the heart that believes, sweeter and more 
exquisite than that which is derived from other writings. 
Much of the pleasure, which we hope youwilhfed in 
hea ring, wotdd be lost, were we to go on in the modern way^ 
and speak of Christ under the oold and general tei^ros-^Ji^ 
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thor of our religion, founder of ihe Christian insiitutiortt 
benefactor of mankind, restorer of vivlue, and pattern of 
moral excellence. We do not deny, and are not ashamed to 
profess, that he is what thesp affected and cant words sig- 
nify; but we have better words to describe his personal 
and official excellence, words used and consecrated by 
speakers who had his mind, and spake and wrote of Wni 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The Man Christ Jesus is Son, and Servant, and Elect 
of God. By the mouth of 0avid, the Father acknow- 
ledges him to b« his Son: ''Thou art my Son, this day 
**have I begotten thee;" and by the ministry of Isaiah, 
holds him out to the world as his Servant and his Elect; 
'^Behold my Servant, whoin I uphold; mine Elect, in 
**whom my soul delightelh." These divine and holy ti- 
tles, the rays both of personal and official glory, when they 
strike the eye of the understanding, fill the temple of the 
heart with the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in his face; Son, the brightness of glory, the express 
image, and, in every perfection, the equal of the Father, 
by whom he is begotten; Servant, righteous Servant, who 
doing the work "svhich pleased the Father, glorified him 
on earth, finishing it by bowing his head and giving up 
the ghost; Elect of God, and precious clmsen of him 
from eternity, and foreordained to obedience and suffering 
before the corner-stones of creation were fastened. An 
assemblage of titles eq-Jial to these exists in no other per- 
son, buman or divine. The sense in which he claims and 
inherits them b peculiar, and the sight of their glory in 
the glass on earth, is a foretaste of the pleasure of behold- 
ing this glory face to face in heaven. 

The Man Chiist Jesus- is the Seed of the womnn, and 
the Seed of Abraham, the Root and Offspring of David, 
and the Son of Mary. Seed of the woman, is the title by 
which he is firet distinguished in the scripture. Upon 
this title, which stands foremost in the revelation of his in- 
carnation, sinners builded their faith and hope of salvation, 
until God was pleased to add unto it the more determin- 
ate one, Seed of Abraham; Root and Offspring of David 
is the title which he takes to himself at the sealing up of 
prophecy and ixjvelation in Patmos. The im{fortance of 
Ills connection, according to the flesh, with the family of 
D^Yidy to the faith both of Ibraelites and G^ntilesj may b'? 
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collected, first frorn.the prophecy of Gabriel to the virgin^, 
and then from ibe speech which Peter made to his cruci- 
fiers, on the day of the shedding down of the Holy Ci host. 
''The Lord God," said the angel, ''shall give unto him 
"the throne of his father David;'^ and, says the apostle, 
"David being a prophet, atid knowing that God had sworn 
"with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins^ accor- 
«ding to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
"throne." Son of Mary, is another of the titles which ap- 
pears in his gienealogy according to the flesh, "Fear not,. 
"Mary," said the servant who was honoured with a mes- 
sage to her concerning the conception, "for thou hast 
"found favour with God. And behold thou shalt con- 
'<ceive in thy womb, and brhig forth a son, and slialt call 
"his name Jesus." These titles, which break forth along, 
the line of his ancestry according to the flesli, arc proois^ 
that he is the Saviour promised to the world, and imata- 
lions to believe and praise the love of God^ who in "the 
"fulness of time sent forth bis Son, made of a woman, 
"made under the law, to redeem them who were undcc 
"the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons," 

The Man Christ Jesus is the Mediator, the Surety, and 
Xhp Messenger of the covenant. By the entrance of sin . 
into the world, peace with God being broken, a medi^itor 
between God and man is necessary to its restoration; and 
the setting up of the only begotten of the Father for its 
restoration, is the praise of the glory of his sovereignty, 
%visdom, and love. From this high oflice, he is. honour- 
ed with a new title, and set forth as "the mediator of the 
"better cpvenant, established on better promises," In 
the covenant, of which Christ Jesus is mediator, there is 
«n old and a new testament. The efficacy of his media- 
tion, running along the old testament, breaks forth with 
greater lustre and vigor under the new; and "by means 
*'of his death for the redemption of the transgressions un- 
"der the first testament, they who are called" under both, 
whether Israelites or Gentiles, "receive the promise of 
"eternal inheritance*" The mediator of the covenant is 
the surety of it. A surety, is an undertaker, who binds 
himself to do or pay for another that which he- is disabled 
to do or to pay for himself. The elect of mankind owed 
obedience to the commandments, and satisfaction to the 
penalty of that law which the49r«ator established wilh the 
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representative of the whole race; but, having disabled 
themselves to yield the one and pay the other, the man 
Christ Jesus approached the Lawgiver, and, from zeal for 
his glory and love to their redemption, eng:\ged himself to 
enter into their place^under the law, to take their obliga* 
tion upon him; and, by his obedience unto death, even the 
death of the cross, pay all that they owed: The vigour of 
his suretiship, together with its precious effects, extends- 
itself to both testaments of ^he covenant; but under the 
new its beauty is more conspicuous, and its effects more 
extensive. <^By so much was Jesus made a surety of a 
"better testament." The mediator and surety is the 
messenger of the covenant. The glad tidings of a new 
and everlasting covenant he published to the wwld in pa- 
radise^ proclaimed by his holy prophets, sealed and rati- 
fied with his own blood upon the cross; and by the mouth 
of his apostles, with the Holy Ghost sent down from hea- 
ven, made them known to all nations, for the obedience of 
faith*. Given for a covenant of the people, every commu- 
nication from the throne is through his mediation; and by 
the same channel, every application, or address to the 
throne, ascends up before God with acceptance. 

The Man Christ Jesus is the Priest, the Prophet, and 
the King, whom God hath raised up and anointed. Moses 
wrote concerning hiin as a prophet, and, by the spirit, 
David spake of him as a Priest and a King. The neces- 
sity of these offices in our salvation is indispensable, 
and the wisdom of vesting them in our Saviour is con- 
spicuous. Salvation, efiected by his death as a priest, and 
revealed in hb word as a prophet, is completed under his 
administration as a king. While on earth, be executed 
the offices in his humiliation; and, after rising and ascend- 
ing into heaven, he executes them in his exaltation.—- 
Their glory is not an occasional and transient blaze, but 
a sunslune, which -shall continue fbrever, and fill the hea- 
ven of heavens with brightness of glory through eternity. 

Recollect these particulars, O hearer! Leave none of 
them behind. Take them along with you to the table, 
and carry them in the heart to your dwelling-place, and 
there digest them in meditation and prayer. He w not an 
ordinary,, nor a mere man, whom they crucified. They 
crucified the wonderful and singular man, who is the Son, 
the Fellow^ the Servaat, tl^ Elect of the Father; the man 
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who is the Seed of the woman and the Seed of Abraham^ 
the Root and Offspring; of David, and the son-of Maryj 
the man who is the Mediator, the Surety, and the Mes- 
senger of the covenant; and the man who is the prophet 
like unto Moses, the priest after the order of Melchise- 
dec, and the king raised up tosk in the throne of his fath-^ 
er David. The crucifying of this man is a d^cd unparal- 
leled. Whether we eonsider the actors by whom, or the 
ends for which, he was crucified, no such deed was doncj 
or seen, from the day that light began to shine, and days 
to be numbered.— But this reminds us of passing 

To the THIRD' head of our method, which is the cruci'- 
fying of the Man Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus is the Man 
by himself. Among the isons of the mighty none is equal 
to him, «one is like him, and there is none besides him.— 
The crucifying is a deed of which, in all its circumstan- 
ces, there is no example in the history of punishment* — 
'Crucifixion was a death to which the inhumanity of the 
Roman law adjudged the vilest and basest of evil doers; 
snd to this painful and ignominious death the Son of the 
Highest subnntied himself, not for offences he had coni- 
Tiiitted against the institutions of Moses, or the laws of 
Rome, but because tlie Holy One of Israel had "mad© 
"him, who knew iio sin, sin for us, that in him we might 
"be made the righteousness of God."' In remembering 
and slievving it forth, our faith both admits the fact, and 
believes with the heart, and professes with the mouth, thl5 
mystery and glory of the fact. Scripture sets forth the 
riches of the glory of the mystery of this momentous 
fact, by exhibiting it to the world as the execution of the 
counsel of God; the fulfilling of the prophecies of scrip- 
ture; the infliction of a penalty; the operation of a curse; 
and the expedient of reconciliation for initjuity. After 
illustrations of these paniculars, we shall behold a part 
only of the glory of the momentous fact, several others of 
eqtial importance being observable in its exhibition. 

FtTBty The crucifying of the Man Christ Jesus is cxhi^ 
bited to the world as a deed' which executed the counsel of 
God: "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel 
"and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wick- 
"ed hands have crucified and slain.*' Where is the nn*- 
derstandbg that is able to comprehend the wisdom of con'- 
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^tnvancc, and the depth of design in Ihfe part of the mysr- 
lery of godliness? When, counsels were formed, when 
plans wei'e- laid, when. mcans-ofpedeemihg loVe wei« devr- 
sed,. before the existence- of creatures, or Vhe captivity of 
sfaves, then it was determined that th^ir Redeemer should 
die the death of the cross. Coilect,0 he*rei^l collect your 
thoughts or>thi& astonishing exhibition. A^ dispens^ion of 
ledempiion rises. before us among the persons of the God- 
head, who commit to one of themselves the execution of it 
in our nature, and deter.«iuie that he shall be crucified and 
slain by wicked* hands,, while the agency which fulfilled 
their determination k deeply ciifninal,. and punishable at 
the bar af law and justice. 

Secondly, The crucifying of the Man Christ Jesus i» cx« 
liibited to the world as a deed that fulfilled many prophe- 
cies of scriptures From the first effusion/af" the spirit of 
pmphecy,- almost all^ the prophets spake aitd wrote co»«> 
cerning it, — some ii^-obscurer, and some in clearer termer. 
hn recording the first prophetical account of-it, Moses re«> 
presents the crucifixion of Christ undiE^r ^i^.^metaphorv 
"-Bruising^ his heel.?' David vwites m^re cleai^, sayings , 
"They pierced my hands and my feet." Isaiah is hot less 
express. According to his prediction, Messiah is despised 
^iu r^jA^cted, wound^ and bruised, and. cut off QUt<7f The^ 
land of the livfng; atid> to menUon ns ntore instances, Ga^ 
briel says to Daniel, <* Messiah tiie prince shall be cut of^ 
<^but not for hims«lf." From Paradise where bruising the 
seed of the woman was foretold, to Calvary, where they 
crucified him> a chain of prophecy stretches itself; and all 
the particular prophecies of the maimer and circumstan- 
ces of hi& death, which break-forth o»thc several links of the 
cliain, were fulfilled before he bowed bis head and gave 
up the ghost. "Jesus, knowing that all thin,q;s were now 
•'accomplished, that the scwptui'e might be folfiUed, siiiih^ 
<*L thirst.— And they filled: a spunge with vinegar, and put 
^it upon hyasop, and' put it to his mouth* VVhcri J^^sua 
'^therefore had received the vinegar, hesaid, U is finished; 
'<and he bowed- his headi and gave up the ghost." 

Thirdly, The crucifying of the Man Christ Jesus is ex- 
hibited to the world ad the infliction of a penalty. The 
crucifiers beheld it as the punishment which their laws in* 
flicted upon blasphemersof- God and -the king; hut Mho 
<*had lone violence tan one v neither ^vaa any dcceitin. hi» 



Sti araE soir of gov xailed to the ciros3. 

Meanders in -the cioicifixion of, the Man Chwst Jesu^, 
SH'e to be observed in the fourth place. Look back to 
citation; and, in the work of six days^ behold wondei* 
rising upon ivonder. Look 4>ack to <the <lesert of 
Horeb, ainl "behold a wonder, Avhich, irpon its own 
principles, naturai.. philosophy is 4iot able to explain — 
a bush biwmng;, and not consmned. Follow the Israel- 
ites from ^Gushen to Canaan, and all you x:an say unto 
God is, riow; terrible and how gracious art thou in thy 
works! But tuin 4>he eye upon the place of sk-uUs, where 
tliey crucified his holy child Jesus, andhehold wonders un- 
equalled in the. annals of his right-hand and holy arm.— 
Here God and man, sin and holiness, love and hatred, 
weakness arKl Mrength, honout* and dishonour, death and 
\iictory, the blessing and the curse, meet together, and ex- 
Oit themselves wondrously, forming coalitions of conflicting 
causes, and producing ^ects apparently discopdanti yet 
perfectly harmonious, 

•Fir*.ty In- the cmcifiinon, God and man met togfetherin 
^ne person. God manifested in the flesh is a marvellous 
work, and a wonder. Though revelation declares it, ii>fi- 
dels will in no wise hclieve it. Lord, open their eyes, 
that 4hey may seel Look \o Golgotha, O believers! and 
behold God and m^ in one person, and. this person nail- 
ed to a crosa, and hanged on a tree! Who hath seen such 
a sight, who: bath heard such a report? <^0 the depth of 
<^the riches, botli^fihe wisdom sukI knowledge of Godl 
"how unsearchable are hxs judgments, and his ways past 
*ifinding out!" ThCr cmion of God awl man, is^ his pei*son 
who was cruciiied, we believe and profess on earth; and 
In heaven» the^idcuration of it will be our blessedness aiid 
glory for evec* 

Secondly ^ Strength and Avealuicss mtt together in the 
cruciiixion; Thi'ough weakness the. man- Christ Jesus 
was cruGifietl,.and yet he was then as he is now, and \vad 
before, <*tl>e Mighty Ood," At that moment, he .who is, 
and was, and williie nnighty to save, travelled in the great- 
ness of his strength. In the language of xksciiptive pro- 
phecy, his ^(strength was diied up Hke a potsherd;" and. 
to appearance, he was weak as other men, dying before 
the thieves on ^hher side of the cross. But though the 
weakness^ of maa appeared to. the bodily eye^ the omni-- 
jpotence of God wasviuble to the intellectual and spiritual 
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eye. Is not the coalition of these contrary qualities, 
strength and weakness, wonderful? Under the shade of 
the one the perfection of the other appears, and exerts it- 
self gloriously. The new creation are highly entertained 
with these wonders. In the mystery of Jjodliness, they 
find food Which strengthens at the same time that it ravish- 
es the soul. As it was with him, so it is with them. Pow- 
er reigned and exerted itself mightily in him when he was 
*M;rucified through weakness;" and as to them, when they 
are weak, then are they strong, • 

Thhdly^ In the crucifixion, sin and IwKncss mettoge- 
theV. No principles are more distant in their nature and 
operation than these, and yet you'observc them both in his 
1>ody on the tree. He knew no shv, and yet he was made 
sin. The Holy and Just One was^adcn wkh iniquity. 
"Upon hira the Lord laid the iniquity of us aH.'* With 
this load he was not however defiled. He bare it in his own 
body on the tree, without polluting himself. "Such an 
**high-priest became us, who is holy, hani^less, undefiled, 
*<and separated from sinners." Can you behold sin and 
holiness in his body, on the triec, without wondering at 
their meeting together? Each retained its own nature. 
Sin was not Sanctified by holiness, nor holiness defiled by 
sin. But the conflict of the«e contending principles in the 
body of the holy child Jesus, when bearing our iniquity, is 
inconceivable. Loathing and abhorring themselves on ac- 
count of sin, are painful and gracious afHeclions, of which 
holy believers are conscious, in proportion to their eminen- 
cy iti sanctificationi But in the Holy One of God, where 
holiness shined forth in the perfection of beauty, the pre- . 
sence of our iniquities occasioned, doubtless, anguish ck- 
ceeding our consciousness of these affections. 

Fourthly^ In the crucifixion, love and hatred met toge- 
ther. The love of the man Christ Jesus^ whom they cruci- 
fied, passeth kno^ledgeand comprehension; and the hatred 
of the crucifiers, is cruelty venomed with the essence and^ 
bitterness of rnalignity. They hated him without cause: 
they hated him for bis love. Contrast with his love the 
hatred of his betrayers and murderers, and abhor its cursed 
malignity. Contrast with their hatred his lov^, and mag- 
nify its excellent greatness. The height of it cannot be 
taken; the depth of it cannot be sounded; the length of it 
cannot be measured^ the breadth of it cannot be described- 
K 
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6 the depth! O the height! O the length! O the breadth 
"of the love of Christ which passeth knowledge!** 

Fifthly^ In the crucifixion, honour and dishononr met 
together. By his Father, the fountain of honoiir, the 
Man Christ Jesus was honored. The night before they 
crucified him, these sublime expressions proceeded out 
of his mouth: "Now is the son of man glorified, and God 
'^is glorified in him." Dying on the cross was ignominious. 
On that tree every affront was offered to his person and 
office, while he whom they nailed to it counted it ati honor 
to be dishonored for the manifestation of the glory of the 
Father in the salvation of men. "Let this mind be in you," 
saith Paul to tl>e Philippians, ^'which was also in Christ 
*' Jesus.*' The apostles entered into his mind. His sen- 
timents in suffering* in their stead, aiul their sentiments 
in suffering for his sake, were the same. For the glo- 
ry of the Father, in their salvation, h© esteemed it 
honorable to' be dishonored. And this high sentiment 
was soon exemplified in them: They departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were honored 
to be fliahonored for his name. 

" Sixthly^ Death and victory met together in the cruci- 
fixion. In ordinary conflicts, it is death or victory; but in 
th« crucifixion of tire Man Christ Jesus, it is death and 
victory. ITie death of the cross is not a defeat, but a vic- 
tory and a triumph. Nor is it merely the occasion, or the 
meanof victory and triuniph. Scripture sets it forth as 
the victory itself, and the triumph itself: "Having spoiled 
^'principalities and powers, he made a shew of them open- 
<*Jy, triumphing over thetn in it-*' In actions of contending 
armies, the victory is frequently doubtful. Both sides 
claim it, nor is it easy, all circoinstances considered;* to say 
which side has (lie best claim. But when we consider the 
action on the cross in ail its circiimstances the victory 
of the man Christ Jesus, in his death, appears decisive, and 
his claim to the lionor of a triumph indisputable The 
forces of the adversary were broken and scattered, the 
head of their chief was bruised, his power dissolved, and 
lus works destroyed. 

FinaUy^Yn the crucifixioti, the bleaung and the curse 
met together. We cannot look on the Man Christ Jesus 
nailed to the tree, without beholding the operation of the ' 
curse. He who is over all God blessed for ever, was 
made a cursei and cursed by the uBgodly on every aide* 
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Those i^viled the Holy Sufferer; and wagging the head, 
and shooting out ihe lip, cried, in profane derision, '<If thou 
*<be the Son of Crod, save thyself, and come down from the 
<<cross.'' . But here the blessii^ is beheld at the same times 
"The biesaii>g from the Lord, even righteousness from 
"the God of our salvation," comes, and is received through 
the cross. He whom they hanged on the tree is blessed 
in his person, and made a blessing in his ofBce. In him 
millions of accursed transgressors are made righteous^ ami 
by his God and Father blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in lieivveniy places. 

Now, HEARERS, after addressing to the understanding 
these lively principles conceiMiing the man Christ Jesus, 
whom they cruciBed, it is proper, before proceeding to the 
action which celebrates his death and love, to recollect the 
several particulars of the general method; and, by addt^ess- 
ing to the heart some inferences, observations, and con- 
' cludons, lielp your faith and joy in the Lord. Remem- 
bering his death at a fable, covered and served according 
to his appointment, is more than an effort of memory, 
bringing before us a&ct which stands recorded in his his- 
tory. It is also an operation of a lively and strengthening 
principle, which exerts itself thcough *Jy? ^\f^ f:o'*»«e g& 
our obedience. 

. The Firsi Panicular in the method of discourse, you 
will recollect, related to the crucifiers. Concerning tl)em, 
observe the tinae when, the place where, and the instru* 
mentality by which they crucified the I-ord of glory. 
T/ie time is frequently defined by himself, Mb Hour. Neap 
the l)eginning of his minif^try, he said, '^Mine hour is 
"not yet come;" and, at the end of it, "Father the hour is 
**confte.*' This hour is the most momentous period in the 
division of time. Since time began to run,. or days to be 
numbered, there is not -an hour of such momentous im- 
portance as that in which the Son of the Highest was nail- 
ed to a tree undpr our iniquity^ and under the wrath and 
curse of God! Dost thou think of this astoiushmg period 
mthout abhorring thine iniquity, and praising his love 
whabare it in his own body on the tree? The place where 
they crucified him is defined with equal precision: "With- 
♦*oHt the Camp," "Without the Gate," **Golgotha," <*Cal. 
**vary," '*Placc of r Skulls," are terms by which it seemed 
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good to the Holy Ghost to draw the thoughtsof the world 
upon the place. If reconciaatjon tor iniquity be made ef- 
fectually $ the vnhere may appear to us as a circumstance of 
little moment. But God, in every part of whose adminis- 
tration wisdom and prudence are conspicuous) appointed it 
to be made at Jerusalem rather than at Rome, without ra- 
ther than within the gate of Jerusalem, and in the Place 
of Skulls rather than in any other suburb of that city. The 
JnsirumentalUy by which they crucifiexi him, is character- 
ised with the most marked j>articularity, and constantly re- 
presented to have been wicked and unjust. Whois lifce 
God? In holiness, God is glorious; in praises, he is fearful; 
and in all his ways past findiiig out. By the vilest of the 
ungodly he often works,- without defiling his work with 
iniquity. The wrath of the cnacifiers praised the Lord, 
and by it he executed the determiaalion of his secr«t 
counsel. - . 

The Second Partici^lar, you will recollect, lelated to 
the man Christ Jesus, the singular person whom they cru- 
cified. In his person and office, titles infinitely bi^h and 
inconceivably low meet together, and prove him to be 
both God and man. <*Son of God," <K)iily Begotten of 
**the Father," "God oyer all blessed for ever," are titles 

_illfc;l^ty^TiiglTf ftwl prove him by whom tlmy are claimed> 
and to whom they are ascribed, to be God, "Seed of the 
i-'womaxi," "Seed of Abraham^" "Seed of David," "Son 
"of Mary," are lilies inconcdvably low in a person of his 
dignity, and prove him by whom they are claimed, and to 
Vi'hom they are ascribed, to be Messiah. Titles so high 
iind so Ipw meeting together in his person and oflBce, are 
sources of pleasure to his people^ and objects of their ad- 
oration and wonder. By these singular titles it appears, 
that in every consideration he is equal to- the arduous work 
which he undertook to perform, and the only person by 
whom it cwild be done. ^^All the fulness of the Godhead 
"dwells" in his pereon; and in his office, "it pleased the 
"Father that all fulness should dwell." In all his titles, 
v/hether personal or official, fitness and sufficiency for his 
undertaking appear; and in his fulness, every blessing 
■which we need is to be found. "Of God Christ Jesus is 
"made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 

-- "Jon, and redemption*" Believers, ye have fek the vi^. 
gour aiod liveliness of the mbtives in these considerations 
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of hirn, to rejoice in his name, to remember bis love, to 
shew his death, and to keep all his commandments: And 
O that you may this day feel again their vigour and liveli- 
ness at his tahle! 

The 77tird Particular, you remember, respected the 
crueifying of the Man Ohrisl Jesus. This unparalleled 
deed is set in various lights by tbo prophets and apostles, 
And by the Lord Jesus Chvi&t himself; and all these are 

^'means of enlightening our understandings, strengthening 
orur faith, purifying oiir hearts, and increasing our esteem 
of the richness and extent of the benefits flowhig from it to 
our sotils. After a descriptive prophecy of the suitable- 
ness, sufiidency, and excellency of our Redeemer, and of 

' the benefits flowing from his death and love, under the 
dispensation of the New Testament, Isaiah says, ^n^hey 
*^shall feed in the ways, aud their pastures shall be in all 
"high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst, neither 
"shall the heat nor sun srhite them; for he that hath mer- 
**cy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
^^shall he guide them.*' In summer and in winter, these. 
•ways and mountains of God are green, and covered with 
the richest and sweetest herbage for the sheep of his hand. 
"Under the dispbnsation of the law, a wall of partition, or 

-a covenant of pecufi^rity, kept Gentiles from ascending 
8Dd feeding on them. But under the dispensation of the 
gospel the Wall is broken down, the peculiarity in the co- 
venant tlissolved, and the gates of these sacred inclosurcs 
opened to the ends of the earth. For the sheep, the good 
shepherd sh^d his blood, and laid down his life; for their 
«ins he tnade reconciliation, and for their redemption gave 
his liffe a ransom. But of a special ransom and reconcilia- 
tion, the gospel, according to the testimony of the pro- 
]5hets, the declaration of the apostles, and the witness of 
Jcsusi Christ himself, makes an universal exhibition, 
tvhkh calls ttie guilty, the perishing, and the lost, to come 
from north, south, east, and west, into these green pas- 
fcrres, and feed themselves on all that is in God. 

The Last Particular of the G^cneral Method related to 
fhe wonders which break forth in the crucifixion. The 
crtrcifying of the Man Christ J^susis a deed unparalleled 
In the records of time, and the association of discordant 
principles which appear in it, is a gloi^iouS display of the 
K2 
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manifold and hiddeo wisdom of God# Distinct apprehen* 
sions of this association are helps to refined and elevated 
adoration. Angels desire to look into the cross, and in 
this part of the mystery of godliness behold the glory of 
God, Father, Sonand Holy Ghost. Eedeemedmen, more 
nearly interested f magnify it with- praise. Recollect this 
when you come to the table, praise it sitting at it, and do 
not forget it when you rise and depart. Spiritual and dis- 
tinct apprehensions of the wonderful association of con- 
flicting principles exerting themselves in the cross of 
Christ, have a real fitness and tendency, through his spi- 
rit, to deiBpen impressions of the transcendency of the wis- 
dom and love of God, ta raise deyotiba to higher degrees in 
remembering the death and' glory of Christ at bis table, to 
invigorate our zeal and our Strength in running the way of 
lus commandments, ^nd to confirm our hope, that by dis- 
4>ehsations apparently crossing and counteracting one ano^ 
ther, the only wieie God will eventually and certainly ob- 
tain Kis great and highest end, "the praise of the glory of 
«^his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in thebe- 
"ioved." 

Another Particular which, though the text doth not ex^ 
press, belongs to the views and ^ apprehensions of faiih, 
ought not to be overlooked— -the connexion of believers 
with the Man Christ Jesus whom they crucified, or their 
interest in his crucifixion. In one of his Epistles, Paul 
says, "I am crucified with Christ;" in another, '*Our old 
"man is crucified with him;" and in a third, "Being made 
"conformable to his death."^ These singular expressions 
are peculiar to this holy writer; and though natural men 
imagine them to be absurdities, believers reckon their ex- 
perience concerned very nearly in their meaning and proi- 
priety. The considerations following make this evident:— 
laiy In his crucifixion Christ represented all that were cho- 
sen to salvation. No Taw coufd have subjected him to 
crucifixion and death, unless he had represented and stood 
in the place of men whb had deserved to suffer these pains 
and sorrows. By representation and substitution, Christ 
and the Elect are one person in law; ami in the meaning 
and construction of the law of works, under which they 
were held, and under which i)e was made, they were cru- 
cified with him when he \ra^ crtieified for them and la 
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Xhevc stead.' ^fyy When Christ was crucified) something: 
which is ro his peop}& was crucified. Paul calls it, <^Oup 
<^old nian>" by which is meant sin that dwelleth in.us. Gru • 
cifylng was the kind of death to which Christ subjected 
himself;> and, by crucifying, the death of sin in them- is 
expressed. <^Our old man is crucified with him, that the 
<^body of sin naight be destroyed, that hencefosth we 
^'should not serve sin." 3(i/y, Likeness to the crucifying of 
Christ exists in the fellowship of his sufiTerings, and the 
participation of the virtue and effect of his death. To 
express this, the apostle in one place uses the phrase,- 
*«Made conformable to bis death;-' and in another, '<Plant- 
"ed together in the likeness of his death/* The action 
before us will not permit, at this time, a delineation of the 
Ukeness. But scripture affirms its existence, and be- 
Mevers have -more or less knowledge of it in their expe- 
rience. 4/A/z/, Interest in the crucifixion of Christ faith 
'^preh^nds and acknowledges on the testimony of God; 
and from- the crucifixion, stated in the testimony, and ap^ 
prehended and acknowledged by faith, issues virtue, to 
**crucify the fiesh, with its affections and lusts.**' 

After the instructions and exhortations, which in the 
body of the discourse have been given believers, with re- 
spect to the duty and exercise of this day, before we pro- 
ceed,- we intreat unbelievers to consider and receive the 
truths which have been illustrated in their hearing, and to 
apprehend and acknowledge the l^ord Jesus for wisdom, 
. lighteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Behold the 
expense at which reconciliation was made for iniquity, 
and infer from it what must follow if this reconciliation is 
finally rejected. Without union with Christ, and interest 
in his obedience and death, you must fall into the hands 
of the living God, which scripture affirms, and reason wiI^ 
not deny, to be a fearful thing. Though the Lord Jesus 
died for a select number of mankind, chosen lo salvation, 
t^be testimony of God exhibits his death to the world, and, 
without exception, calls the guilty, to whom it is exhibited, 
to build on it the hope of eternal life, which God, who 
cannot lie, promised before the world began; and on no 
other foundation can the title to eternal life, and the roeel- 
nesa for inheriting it, rest, « Wherefi>re thou art inexcu* 
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«sable, O man, whosoever tbou art," for^ rejecting the 
expedient of reGonciliation, devised by the wisdoni and 
love of God, and effected by the death of Christ; and not 
inexcusable only, but criminal also, in not receiving the 
record of God concerning it, confirmed by the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven. Draw hot on thyself, O 
unbeliever, double destruction! Think what thou art 
treasuring up to thyself! "Believe in 'the Lord Jesu* 
**Chrisr^ and thou shalt be saved." Amen, 



SERMON V. 

THE SO^ OF GOD FORSAKEK^ 



Matthew xxvii, 46. 
My^ God, my Gody vfhy hast thou forsaken me? 

UPON the night in which the Lord our Righteoas- 
ncss was born, the fields of Bethlehem were highly illii- 
xninatcd. In these fields the angel of the Lord canoe up- 
on the shepherds, and the glory of the Lord »hone around 
them. . That illumination was an illustrious testimony to 
the infancy of the Son of God in our nature^ and prefig- 
ured the illumination of the whole earth with the light erf* 
t^e knowledge of the glory of God in his face. 

Upon the day in which the Lord our Righteousness was 
Gcucified, the city of J^erasalem and the lund of Paiestia^ 
were deeply overshadowed. At raid-day there was dark- 
ness over all the land.. That darkness, which came on at 
the sixth) and lasted until the ninth hoirr of the day, was 
an effect of divine power, an intimation of the departure 
of the glory from the earthly Jerusalem, and an extraor- 
dinary call to consider the mystery of the glory of the 
person who was suffering and dying. 

Under every conaderation the Lord our Righteousness 
is mysterious. In his person, in his wprks, in his suffer- 
logs, in bis words, in his birth, life, death, resurrect ion*, 
and glory, there are mysteries which we are not able to 
comprehend. The words- which are our text, and which, 
be spake on the cross, are deeply mysterious. To hear 
Zion say, '*The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath 
^forgotten me," is rot mysterious. From a society^ 
compassed with . infirmity, and disturbed with corruption, 
we expect to hear desponding and peevish expressions; 
'but to, hear the Son of God, in the vigour of bis strength 
and under the eye of his Father,, crying, «My God, my 
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"God, why hast thou {brsaken me?" is a mystery which 
is an object of inquiry and astonishment to confipmed an- 
gels, and, to redeemed men, will be aD object of contem^ 
platioi) and wonder forever. 

These extraordinary words arc recorded for our in- 
struction, and though we are not able to comprehend their 
mystery, we may modestly and humbly inquire into their 
meaning and use. We shall speak of the title under which 
the Sufferer addressed the object anto whom he raised 
his voice — ^the situation in which he found hhnBelf-^-and 
the expostulation concerning his ntuation. Before we 
proceed, it should be observed, that tlie Son q( God^ 
bearing our sHns in his own body on the tree, is the object 
of faith, and not of imagination^ The man of ^n paints 
l^is imap^e, and bows to a crucifix. Thi» is an invention 
of imagination. "Who hath required these things at your 
«hand?^' is a demand onto which paintera of imag^^and 
bearers of crucifixes can make no reply. In ieannng 
the knowledge of Chrtsi, no assistance is received from 
Imagination. Christ, m the mystery of his sufferings^ 
- death, and love, h the c^^ct of faith and spiritual under- 
standing; and, with the witness which God hath testified 
Qf him before us, we will walk round bis cross, and con- 
<^dcf th* word* whTETh te^ littered when jRaibd to this in- 
strument of death. 

TJie title under which the Lord our Righteousness ad* 
dressed tlie object unto whom he raised his voice on the 
cros^, IS to be considtsved in tlie first, place. This title 
js, "My God;** and, to express the intenseness and vehe- 
mence of his mindv he doubles it, "My God." fieing the 
Only Begotten of the Fatlier,. he could use the saci'ed 
title. My Father, in a sense peculiar to himself, as a per- 
son of the Godhead. As persons of th^ Godhead, Father 
and Son are One, and equal in power and in glory. Thou 
art my Son, and Thou art my Father, is language ia 
which these glorious and equal person»expres5tous their 
union in essence and operation. United in the Godhead, 
and united in operation and interest, the Father is in the 
Son, and with the Son, and for the Son; and tiie Son is m 
the Father, and with the Father, and Cor the Father, in a 
manner which we are not able to comprehend at prei^nt. 
But though we are not able to comprehend the mamier, 
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we acknowledge, upon the tesUmony of the Son, the ex- 
iblence aiid glory of their union. ^^I and my Father are 
"one;" "1 am in the Father, Vnd the Father in me;" "Thou, 
"Father, art in me, and I in thet;" "We arc one,*' One 
in Godhead, One in love, One in testimony, One. in inter- 
est, One in operation and design, and yet two diatinct 
persons. 

But upon the cross, the Lord our Righteousness used 
the sacred title "My God/' and used it in the sense which 
is conunon to him with his brethren. Having assumed 
their nature, and made himself like them in all thingSi- 
he used their address, and, in tlieir dialect, cried, "My 
God, my God." In this sublime and holy address, which 
the spirit of prophecy had prepared f(jr his cross, he 
claims interest, and professes ti^yst in the object to whom 
it is offered. 

Firsts The glorious speaker claims interest in the ob- 
ject unto whom he addresses himself. The Father and 
, the Son were not in opposite nor interfering interests.-^, 
Glorifying each other ii; the operations which bad been 
concerted and planned before the world began, was the 
object of both. "Father, the hour is come, glorify thy 
"Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." Interested in 
each other, the gl(*»y of the one did not interfere with 
the glory of the other. " While the Son was suflTeruig the 
pain and ignominy of the cross, he knew and believed 
that the Father was glorifying him, and that be was glo- 
rifying the Father. On the night before he died, he utter- 
ed, in the assurance and ^y of faith, these sublime and 
sacred words: <*NoW is the Son of man glorified, and God 
"is glorified in him; and if jurod be glorified in him, God 
^iball also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway 
"glorify him." This union of interest had been the joy 
of his heart all the days of his flesh; nor could impres- 
sions of it be effaced by tjie sorrows which he suffered in 
his agony, nor hy thfe pangs which he endured on the 
cross. Our conceptions of the glory in it are but low and 
indistinct, and our expt^ssions concerning it labor under 
'weakneaa. When we hear of the Father giving to the 
Son the cop of sorrow and wrath, and of the Son drinking 
that cup, we are apt to think of variance, or of something 
that is not becoming God, This is our weakness in the 
state of cliiidbood. These gloQoq» persona^ united in the 
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godhead, and united in operation, intereBt, and loVe, give 
us assurance of their acting becomingly, and of iheir com- 
placency in each other. The Father was always well plea- 
sed in the Son, and the Son did always those tilings which 
pleased the Father. Knowing that the Father was with 
himrand in him, and that he was^ with and in the Father, 
he claimed interest, and, in the days of his sorrow and an- 
guish, cried, *'My God, my God." 

Sfcondii/y The gloiioufc Speaker professes trust in the 
Objectunio whom he raised his voice on the cross. Inorder 
to prove that *Mie who saTiclificih and they who are sanc- 
"tifeed, are all of Oiie," tlie a^joslle to tlye Hchicws quotes 
these words: '*! will put niy trust in him." For assibtivi.ce, 
acceptance, and reward^tlie Son of God always trusted in 
his God and Father; but, upon the tree, wher* bearing cur 
sins in his own body, it btcame him noi merely to trust, 
but, with a loud and mighty voice, to profess his trust Oa 
every side men despised his person, and ricjicuied his trust, 
saying, "He trusted ii; God; let him delivtr him now if 
"he will have him; for he said, I am he Sen of. God;" 
While he suffered all to puss, continued unmoved in faith, 
and hope, and patience; and, with a mighty voice, express- 
ed his trust in the language of prophecy, In faith and 
hope, the Lord cur Righteousness did not, and c(,uld not 
fail. Unbelief and despondence had nothing in him; but the 
cnptradiction of sinners against himself, which he endured 
upon the cross, drew on a conflict with temptations to un- 
belief and desponc^ence; and under the revilings of ungodly 
inen, and the suggestions of evil spirits, his faith and hope 
in God were tried to the uttermost. In this extrerrity, 
"he hath left i;s an example, that we should follow his 
«<steps." Holding up the shield of faith, he exernplififed 
the method of defence in the christian warfare; trusting, 
he resisted temptation, and, suffering and dying in the 
faith, conquered and tiiumphed. 

In the SECOND place, we shall represent the sittia- 
tion in which the Lord our Righteousness found himself 
when he raised his voice upon the cross, and addressed 
his holy Father under this sacred title, My God, My God. 
He found himself "forsaken." By whom? By country- 
men — by relations— by disciples. True, fiy all these 
h^ found himself forsaken. But something inconceivably 
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mote grievous is expressed: He found himself forsaken 
bf his God| in whom he, notwithstanding, claimed inte- 
rest, and professed trust. From his mouth this is a itiys- 
tcrious expression. His relation to tlie Father could not 
be dissolved, nor his interest in God forfeited. On the 
night before his crucifixion, he said to his disciples, "Ye 
'^shall leave me alone, and^ ye\ I am not alone, because 
<Hhe Father is with me;" and the same' night, in his pray- 
er, "Thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee." Upon the 
cross, the rather was near him, and with him, and in him; 
and yei upon the cross he says, "Thou hast forsaken me,'* 
He was not mistaken. He could not be mistaken. In 
the sense which the expression bears in scripture, he was 
forsaken; aad though, in its application to him, it be a 
mysterious expression, part of the meaning may be un- 
derstood by the following particulars. 

First, God delivered hinl into the hand of the wicked. 
The term 'forl^aken,' is early and i^peatedly used to ex- 
press the affliciiori of the people of God when he delivered 
them to the will and power of their enemies. In the days 
of the Judges, Gideon says, "Now the Lord hath forsaken 
«us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.'* 
Under the reign of RehoUoam, Sheraaiah says, "Thus 
*<saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have 
**I also left you in the hand of Shishak." And in ^he pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah, that holy man saith, by the word of the 
Lord, "I have forsaken mine bouse; I have left mine her- 
*^itage; I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into 
*<the hands of her enemies." Upon the cross, the Lord 
our Righteousness did not invent new terms to express the 
sorrow and anguish of his soul. Delivered, by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God, into the hand 
of the ungodly, he used the temi which prophecy had 
prepared, and which custom had rendered familiar; and 
the bold metaphors in the prophecy, compared with the 
facts in the history, are expositions of the term. "Bulls 
<<have compassed me, strong Bulls of Bashan have beset 
**me round. . Dogs have compassed me; the assembly, of 
*«the wicked have inclosed me." Round the cross we 
behold gestures, and hear speeches which correspond to 
these metaphors. Bulls roared and pushed with their 
horns; dogs barked, and raised horrid noises on every 
side; passengers, wagging their heads and shooting olit 
1^ 
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their lips, reviled him; and chief priests, and scribes, and 
elders, mocking dnd laughing him to scorn, cried, "U« 
**sai'ed others, himself he cannot save-** 

Secondly i God exposed him to the temptations of fal« 
len spirits. Fiery darts, thrown from every side, entered 
into his holy soul, and pierced it with vexation and an- 
guish. In bruising the head of the serpent, his own heel 
was bruised, and every sense and every faculty of his hu- 
man nature felt the shock of horrid suggestions and temp- 
tations;. The chief of these abominable spirits had tempt- 
ed him forty days in the wilderness, but the grand attack 
was upon the ci'oss, where the enemy drew together a 
numerous body of auxiliaries. '<If thou be the Soil of 
'^God, command that these stones be made bread. If 
^Hhou be the Son of God, cast tl)y self down. If thou 
^<wilt fall down and worship me, the kingdoms and glory 
^^of the woHd shall be thme," is the derisive and blas- 
phemous language which that unclean spirit spewed out in 
the desert; and, ^Uf thou be the Son of God, come down 
^ifrom the cross,*' is the abusive and scornful language 
which he put into the mouth of his speakers on Calvary. 
In this manner was the Scmi of God reviled by these abomr 
suable spirits, and by their speakers and agents, while 
there appeareid no deliverer nor comforter. Fut, though 
wounded by the speeches of men, "If thou be the Son of 
^Kjiod, If thou be the King Israel,*** which, like the words, 
*' Where is thy God?" were a sword in his bones; he en- 
dured all, resisted all, defeated all, triumphed over all. 

Thirdly^ God withheld sensible testimonies of com- 
placency in his sufferings. Upon the banks of Jordan, 
where the Lord our Righteousness had been baptised, the 
Father honoured him with a sensible testimony of com- 
placency in his undeKaking, proclaiming, with his glori- 
ous voice, these Words: "This Ja my beloved Son, in 
"whom I am well pleased.** On the top of the mountain 
where he had been transfigured, the same glorious testis 
mony is repeated: *<This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
><am ?ireU ^leasecl; hear ye him.** After entering Jeru- 
salem in the humble grandeur of the king of Zion, and 
when his soul began to be troubled, his prayer, "Father, 
"glorify thy name,** had been answered with a voice from 
the tj>n>ne, which, in the sound of thunder, pronounced 
filpSf^ worifc: «I have both glorified it, and will gU^tify it 
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<*again/* In the garden^ where he had been in an agonf 9 
a servant of the throne appeared and strengthened hino^ 
But upon the tree, every sendble tesiimony was with- 
held. Heaven was silent, and earth was darkened. His 
titles, Son of God and King of Israel, were derided by 
devils, and reviled by men-— and Heaven kept silence.^-- 
«0 njy God, 1 cry unto thee in the day-time, and thou 
^^Jiearest not; and in the night-season, and am not silent.^' 
The time of the cruciUxion was both day-time and night- 
time, being a day of darkness and gloominess, of clouds 
and thic^ darkness. The 'Sun of Righteousness wading 
through blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke, his fig.ure 
and representative, the natural sun, laid aside the likeness 
and ornaments of a bridegroom, and, at mid-day, put him- 
self into the deepest mourning. 

Fourthjyi^ God bruised his soul under the weightof his 
wrath. By the immediate hand of his Father, the Lord 
our Righteousness was wounded and piitto grief. Arrow 
after arroAv was shot, until the quiver was exhausted, tho 
curse executed, and the law of works said, ^It is enough 
stay now thine hand.' The delicacy which professes xi« 
self to be shocked at the wrath of the Father kindling on 
Ms b«U>v«d Son, i» none of ther viitimiTS feelings of Chna» 
tianity. Wrath is the punishment of sin detiounced by 
t^e Lawgiver; and the person whom he made fo be sin, 
and upon \yhom he laid our iniquities, behoved to suffer 
that wrath, which is the punishment of these ini<]^uities^ 
Observing in scripture the words "Being made a curse 
■<'for us," and not daring to pronounce them, under an ap- 
prehension of their being shocking to delicacy, men have 
supposed that the words "Enduring the cross," give their 
full meaning.. But **tnade a curse/* and "endui-ing the 
**cross,** are not convertible propositions. Curse and cross 
are different terms, and the one cannot be the substitute 
of the other. For the sake of Christ, scvorat martyrs 
have finished their testimony uix>n crosses; but the text 
caiinot be produced which says, nor which warrants us to 
say, that in their crucifixion these were made a cursifc To 
be raade a curse, is to be devoted to death, not merely as 
the separation of soul and body by the power of our Cre- 
ator, but as the punishment of 'sin by his wrath andyen- 
g^eance as our Lawgiver. Under this consideration, the 
Son of God }»• eur nature, in our stead, and under otrf 
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iniquities, became obedient unto death, even the death 
* of the cross, enduring the wrath that our sins deserved, 
and suffering the vengeance which the law we were un- 
der denounced. 

Having represented the situation in which the Lord our 
Righteousness found himself upon the cross, we proceed,, 
id the THIRD place, to his expostulation concerning his 
situation, "Why hast thou forsaken me?** Prom his 
mouth, the word <^Why'Vis equally mysterious with the 
term "forsaken." Did not the Holy Sufferer know why? 
Had not the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God told him why? Had not his own suretiship told hiai 
"whj? Could not the scripture^s of the prophets, and 
particularly the Psalm out of which he took his words,., 
tell him why? Could not his zeal, and his strength, and his 
prayer, "Father glorify thy name,** tell him why? Could 
not the sounding of his bowels, and of his mercies, toward 
the men whom the Father had given him out of the world 
'tell him why? Had not he himself a few days before told 
his disciples why? Saying, "For this cause came I unto 
"this hour;'* and "I have a baptisni to be baptised with, 
•*and how am I straitened till it be accoinplishcd?" "Did- 
<'he not say in the garden, when apprehended, "The cup 
««which my Father hath given me shall I not drink it?" 
How then should he say upon the tree, "Why hast thou 
"forsaken me?" In order to understand this mysterious- 
expostulation, the following particulars may be consider- 
ed: 

Firsty, In the nature of man he felt as men feel. The 
swbsistentse of our nature in the person of the Son of God 
did not raise it above sensations of anguish and pain. Un-- 
less he had felt, and expressed the feelings of human na- 
ture, we could not have believed him to be man; nor 
could we, with propriety, have said that he suffered, sine© 
all swffering is grievous; and neither could we have ac- 
knowledged him to be a merciful and faithful high priest^, 
able to succour the tempted, and shew compassion on. 
them *w ho are ignorant and out of the way. But in the 
suffering and dying nature of our merciful and faithfviL 
high priest, touches and feelings of our infirraities appear- 
ed. Upon the tree he felt the anguish of pain, the wounds 
of temptation, the grief and sorrow of desertion, and the 
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heaviness atid oppresirion of the wrath and indignation of 
,. ** his righteous and holy Father against our iniquities, un- 
der which he suffered and died. "Wherefore in all 
*< things it behovetli him to be made like unto his brethren, 
^^that he mi$:ht be a mercifol attd feithfol high priest in 
^Uhings pertaining to God, tx> make reconciliation for the 
'^sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffei*ed, 
«being tempted, he is able to succour them who are tempt- 
*«ed. For we have not an high priest who cannot be touch- 
<<ed with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
^tempted like as we are, yet without sin. For such an 
*^high priest became us^ who is lioly, harmless, undefiled, 
<'separatocl fromf sinners, and now made higher than thfe 
*«hcavcns."' 

Secondly^ In our nature ut>on the tree, the Lord our 
Righteousness spake in the language which nacn speak. 
His speech from the cross, though m^steriows, is suit€}tf 
to the state which he had assumed. Instead of creat- 
ing new terms, tlie great Sufferfer used those which 
prophecy had prepared, and inspiration recorded. He 
was under no difficulty for utterance and expression, 
and could have found other woixls to represent his Situ- 
ation. But he choosed to represent it in words coil- 
secraied beforehand to his cross, in order that his like- 
ness to his brethren might be more expressive, and his 
claim to the honor of Messiah might be «iore appa- 
rent. The concourse of people who covered Calvary, 
and beheld his crucifixion, thoitgb Ihey expected' the 
Messiah, and believed thstt t^he Law of Moses, the 
Psalms, and the Prophets, testified of him, obstinately re- 
fused to acknowledge his claim, and raged against him 
on the cross as an impostor and blasphemer. After 'the 
evidence which he had laid before trhem, in his life and 
ministry, was rejected and trodden under foot, he looked 
down qpon them f I'om tbe tree with grief and sorrow, and 
uttered in their hearing words which had been prepared 
for Messiah. The repetition Of these words from a 
Psahn, wlrich testified beforehatKl his Sufferings and glo- 
ry, was a dying testimony to his claim? and an extraordin- 
ary call, suited to that extraordinary occasion, to acknow- 
ledge tliat in him the Psalm which testified of Mesaah, 
«nd whence he took his words, was fulfilled and magnified. 
L2 
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Thirdly i In our nature, and open, tlie qross, the Lord 
our Righteousness iru&ted in- Gcid ,afl beljeyers trust. The 
chief pncst3,;lhe scribes^. and the elders, with a vast con- 
course of people^ whkh his cirucifixloa drew together, 
derided his faith and hope, saying, ^^He trusted in God, 
^Uet him deliver him now if he will have him; for he 
*<said, I am the Son of God." lie felt the bitlei*ness and 
anguish of their profane speeche% but remained undis- 
mayed and unmoved* When blasphemy wounded his ear, 
and temptation vexed his soul^ when heaven was silent at 
tJie words of his roaring, and sorrow and wrath bfoke in 
upon him like an high sea,, he stood iirm as a rockj^and, by 
ti:ustiog, exemplified and defended tru^ing. Turn your 
eye, believers, upon tl^e Son of God in our naturevnailed 
to- an instrument of torture and death, and behold the fight 
and the victory of faith. In susiainipg temptations to doubt 
and to despond, he fought the, good fight of faith; and, in 
resisting and brealung- these temptations, obtained the viG-* 
tory of faith— dying ^ beUever and a. conqvicror. 

After these Illustrations of the Titlcyunder which the 
Son of God in our nature upon the tre€^ addressed hia 
righteous Father;, of the situation in which he found 
_ himself and of his expostulation concerning his situa- 
tion^ Reproof) Correction, Instruction, and Consols^ 
lion may be administered, in many^ particulars. Holy 
brethren, the testimony, of God concerning the sufferings 
and glory of his beloved Son is not a sandy desert, nor a 
blighted and withered heath. This gloFious testimony is- 
a large and rich paslurage,^ covered with the finest her- 
bage, and witli all sortS'Of nourishing. and medicinal plants, 
st^itableto the tastes, necessities, tempers,,and ailments of 
Ihs flock. Out of that part of it through which we have 
walked, several observations- spring up, interesting to you 
who are pasturing in this field whjch the Lord hath blessed. 

Fir^y Spiritual desertion is real, snd not imaginary af- 
fliction. U pon the tree^ and in the close of the days of his 
flesh, the Lord our Righteousn,esa was really deserted and 
forsaken by his God and Fathep;,>and his brethren may be 
^so really deserted and Ibrsaken in the days of their in- 
firmity and temptation. In his desei*tion there were sin- 
gular and extraordinary particulars. It was. not roere]|r 
i£yva% and giietous. It was penal) and part of the ex«^ 
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I MAion und ji^radohof the curse. But wttb s^spect^ to his 

brethren,^ nothing penalin desmtion exiats. Though de- 
serted,- you ar« not condemned^ Christy being made ^ 
eufse for youj hath redeemed you from the curse of Use 
law; and to you* who are In.himy'aB^ crucified wiih him, 
[ there is no condemnation. Desertiony notwithstanding, 

f BQay be your trial and affliclionf andy on some occasions, 

[ your correction and chastisement. When the children ot' 

,God do not walk humbly before hin^; in* new obedience; 
when they become fonder of the fruiis of hiS' love than of 
himself; wlien their hearts are. lifted upmth vanity, and- 
transfer to their diligjBnce and activity in virtue the praise 
of the glory of his ga^ce; and when they are more anxious 
to enjoy the pleasures of sense than to taste the joys of 
fdith, he withdraws the light and comfort of his pre^seuce, 
casts over their state^ their exercise, and their duty a 
gloom, and frequently an henrar of darkness, ^nd by that 
darkne^humbks and proves them, discovers to them the 
vanity and naughtiness^ of their hearts^* shews them the 
evil of tiielr unbelief^ and makes them feel their insuP 
ficiency, independent of his Spirit and grace, to manage 
fcr themselves. 

Secomilyy In desertion temptation doubles its force. 
When the Son of God found himself forsaken,, his adver- 
sary grew violent and outrageous.- *tlf thou be the Son 
"of Gotl, cast thyself down^'* was ^ shock 4)f temptation iii 
the wilderness; but,'upon Calvary,. <^If thou be the Son of 
.**(5od, come dewii- from^ the qross^r was an outi'agc of 
temptation. As it waa-wilh the Loi^ our Righteousness 
m desertion, so it is commonly with his brethren. Ui^or 
a gloom, or when they are walking in darkness, tliclr ad« 
versary becomes more outrageous, and doubles the num* 
. ber and the force of his temptauons. By deep and unpee* 
ceived ways of working upon their infirmities,, and feai^, 
and corruptions, he tlu'ows into their minds one evil sug- 
gestion after another, attacks their faith of the existence 
and providence of God,, casts a cloud upon the.truth of the 
. scriptures,, and the love and glory of Christ, and raises 
" doubts and suspicions of delusion concerning the opera** 
tions of the Spirit in their souls. Under these outrages of 
temptation, some of thepi have been in great pe£|^exity, 
and almost reduced to despair. <^I sink in deep mir(?> 
-5^ where there is no standings I aHii come int^. deep ^vaterJl^ 
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"where the fieods overflow me. For the enemy Ifath peW 
<*secuted my so\i),aml smhten my life down to thegroundj; 
"he hath mcKle me to.dweli indatk.ness,asthose who have 
"been long^ dead. Therefore my spipit is overwhelmed- 
**wkhiR me, my heart within is d«solatc.^* 

Thirdlf^ D^seritoirandlove are not inconsistent. When 
every external testimony of complacency in bis person and 
work was withheld^ the Son of Ood continued to be the 
object of his Father's love; and his brethren are not separ- 
ated from the love of (Sod, when the outward evidences of 
their interest in it are withdrawn. <'For a small momlent 
"have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I ga- 
<*lher thee. In » fit^4e wmth 1 hid my face from thee for 
^a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have mer- 
«*cy tjpon thee, saith the Lord thy redeemer. For this is- 
«as- the waters of Noah troio me; for as I have sworn that 
"the walei's of Noah should no nfwre go oyer the earth, so 
"have I sworn-that I would not be wroth with thee, nor re- 
"bufce thee. For the mountains shall- depart^ and the 
"hil4sbe remrovedy but my kindness shall not depart from 
««thee, neither shalHhe eov-enant of my peace be removed^ 
"saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." Notwithstand- 
ing, these ratified as&urantes, weaknes^y and frequently 
foolishness, breaks out among his bi^etlwen under deser- 
tion. Wlien exteftial evils are inflicted, and sensible com-^ 
forts are removed, an outcry is raised as if the rainbow 
'wet-e iwit to be seen round about the tfefrone, and as if an- 
other deluge were to l^e apprehended. The holy man af- 
fixes a Nota of infirmity to his- rovings, and records them 
for our warning:" Willthe Lord cast off for ever, and will he 
"be favorable no more? -Ii* his mercy cltan gone for ever, 
**and doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath Ood for- 
"gotten^to be gra^ous? bath he in anger shut ^p his tea- 
"iier mercies? And I said. This is mine infirmity.*' 

Founkiy^ Relattons of the covenant arc not dissolved in 
deserticAi. The relation of the Lord our Righteousness ta 
the Father, as his Only Begotten Son, is the glory of his 
person, and* peculiar unto himself. This relation nc-, 
cessarity subsisted on the cross, and could not be affected 
by desertion. But his relation to him as his cliosen and 
righteous Servant, also subsisted in full vigour; and, know- 
ing it to be subsisting, the Object by whom he found him- 
tKJlf forsaken is claiined, "My ©od, my God.** Under the 
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gloom of desertion^ and when wftlkkig in darkness, believ- 
ers should consider their relatiod to God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. <<I am the Lord thy God/' and «<I 
^^wilt never leave thee nor forsake thee,*^ are faitl^ul as*' 
suranc'es) and warrant them to^ay, under heaviness and 
darkness, **This God is our God, for cvtfr and ewer, and 
"will be our guide eten unto death." The liigh and su- 
pernatural relation founded on the promises of the cove- 
nant, and acknowledged by the Promiaer, stands firm in the 
extremities breaking out in his administration; nor is he 
acting inconsistent with it when hetfies, and humbles, and 
chastens you with desertion. 

Fifthly, Relations fouiided in the promises of the cove- 
nant, and. acknowledged by the Promiser, may be claim- 
ed in desertion. When the anguish of deseition was felt, 
and the language of it uttered, the Lord Jesus claimed 
.interest and expressed confidence in bis Father: <* My God, 
«my God," is the profession of his feJth, and the claim of 
his interest. "Why hast thou foraa^cen me?" Is the lan- 
guage of desertion, and the description of his anguish. 
When we feel the anguish, and utter the language of de* 
sertion, we should beware of speaking it conruptlv. This 
.j>artofoi*r dialect the Son of Gdtf tiseiV hi purSy, and" 
without any base and corrupt mixture; but in our mouth 
it is for the most part faulty, and mixed with peevishness^ 
impatience, diffidence, and unbelief, aiid= deserves correc- 
tion. " Why say est thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel^ 
"My way is hid from the Lurd, and my judgment is pass- 
**ed over from my God^" In desertion, expostulation is al- 
lowed to infirmity. "Wherefore hidest thou thy face, ami 
"forgettest our affliction aiwl oppression? 1 will say* unto 
"God, my rock, Why haist thou forgotten me? why go I 
"mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?" Gar 
Saviour expostulated in' the day of his hifirmity without 
committing any fault; liut when his brethren expostulate, 
"Why hast thou forsaken me?" they should, like him, 
claim interest, and express trust in the Object in whom 
they have believed. 

kixMy^ The vdice of expostulation, under the gloont J 

and anguish of desertion, may be heard by Heaven with si- i 

lence, and yet with good-will toward them who are de- 
serted. Id the day of his infirmity and anguish/ the Lord 
our Righteousness cried urith a mighty voice, and expos- 
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tnlated with gfeat vehemence; but Heaven kept silenc*e> 
and withheld every extonial ttslimony of complacency. 
cvca when well -pleased in the S u fife rer. W;»s the B elovcd 
and only Begotten of the Father tried with silence in de- 
8ertion-*-why should his brethren think thenaselves ill 
treated when the same bitter ingredient is infused into 
their cup? If God, even our Father, who hath loved us, up- 
beki us witl» the right hand of his nghteousness, should we 
yield to impatience, and charge him foolishly, because he 
spreads clouds and darkness over the face of his throne, 
and hears the voice of our expostulations in silence? Oi) 
such trying and h-umbling occasions, we should observe 
and imitate the eiampfe of David: "I waited patiently for 
^Hb& Lord, and he inclined unto me and heard my cry. He 
"^ '^brought me up also out of a horrible pii,ancl out of tlm 
•'^mii-y ctay, andset my feet upon a rock, and established 
•*my ^okvgs. And he hath put a new song in mouth, even 
upraise onto our Gnd/*^ 

Seven fhfyy Faith walks in the light of the glory ofGotT, 
when sense sits under an horror of darkness. When tlie 
Lord of glopy was crucified, a thkk gloom hung over 
Calvary. The beams of the sun were arrested, and dark- 
ness covered the earth at mid-day. Every pleasant oD* 
ject disappeared, and every sensible comfort i*etired.— 
But through thn heavy and tnysteiious gloom, he beheld 
God glorifying himself in his obedience, sorrow, and an- 
» guish, and believed that God would also straightway glo** 
rify him in himself. Gloominess may hang over your ex- 
ercise, believet*s. h\ your own eyes, you may be forsa^ 
ken by God, and disowned by men, and ready to expos- 
tulate, "Wherefore i» light given to him who is in misery, 
"and life to the bitter in soul?" Under this oppression 
and heavijoess of spirit, remember that word, "We walk 
"by faiths and not by sight." Call to mind another word, 
«*Siiid I not unto thee, that if thou wouldst believe thou 
"shouldst see the glory of God." Turn over the Bible, 
and observe the complaints and expostulations of deser- 
tion, recorded in that holy book. Seldom, if ever, will, 
you observe believers casting away their confidence in 
God, and denying thetr interest in hts faithfulness and 
roercy; oi^ if, in the moment of despondence, any of tlvenT 
slipped a foot,, he instantly recovered himself, claimed and 
held fast the gceat and glorbus Object in whom he |?c- 
Ueved and hoped. 
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Eighthly^ Belkyers.Hho die under a gloom, die^ noN 
^ithslandiDg, in the faith. Clouds and darkness were- 
round about tlie Lord our Righteousness when he died on 
Calvary. But he died, notwithstanding, hi the assurance 
of faith and hope, and, over every temptation to distrust and 
despair, obtained in his death a glorious victory. Some 
ibelievers enjoy little comfort in their Jife, and, to appear- 
ance, none at all at their death. Convictions of the guilt 
abd evil of sin, and of the deceitfuiness at^ roving of their * 
iiearts, impressions of the holiness of £rDd, and'Of their un- 
meetness to appear in his presence, together with the 
working of Satan, and the anguish x>f disease, sit down 
upon them like a thick cloud, hide the testimony of God 
concenung the person, and of&ces, and glory of Christy 
and dash their hope of salvation through liis name. But, 
notwithstanding these joyless and painful feeling^ they ' 
die in the faith, adhering to the testimony of Ood, and 
<< looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeaus Christ, unto 
^eternal life." 

Finally^ The Captain of Salvation, made perfect 
through suffering, is qualified to deal faithfully and mer- 
cifully, with sons, tried and humbled by desertion in the 
way to glory. \Vith all that is grievous in desertion, ex- 
cepting sin, he is experimentally acquainted, and, from 
his bowels and mercies, is inclined to shew tenderness and 
compassion to his deserted brethren* At the mouth of the 
haven df light and glory, the gloom was thickest and hea- 
viest over himself; but, though the day was dark^ and the ' 
tempest violent, he entered triumphantly in the face of 
the enemy, without stnking upon the rocks along the 
shores of the dead sea. Acquainted with th^ navigation 
of Xhese dark waters, the Captain of Salvation beholds his 
people beating ahou^ the mouth of the channel, finder ap- 
prehensions and terrors of shipwreck, and, by lights 
•spi'jnging up ;n his word, and signals made from above, ^ 
guides them safely into the haven which they desired to 
see. ^^Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
*«flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
<*same, that through death he might destroy htm who had 
"the power of death, that is, the devil. And deliver them 
^who, tlu'ough fear of death, were all their life-time sub- 
<*ject to bondage. For in that he himself hath suffered be- 
ting tempted^ he isable tosuccour them whoare tempted.** 
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Unta these reproofs, corrections^ instructions,, ant} con- 
solations, which we have -addressed to believers in the Son ' 
of God, an exfaoriatlon shall be added to the disobedient 
and unbeiieving. The testimony of God concerning his 
person and righteousness, his sud'ejlngs,. death, and love, 
ye do rtQt deny; but every thing recorded of him in it, ye 
read and hear with indifference. After hearing his ex- 
postulation on the cross explained, ye are about to rise 
and go away^in' the^ sanoe thoughtless and careless temper 
of mind in whichye came here and sat down. Under the ^ 
guilt and deprai^ity of sin you feel no uneasiness. Of bo- 
dily pain you are sensible, and look pale at the appearance 
of death, the sight of a corpse, and the opening of a grave; 
but of the sores and diseases of the soul, of that hereditary 
lepnosy which infects every faculty, and of the wrath re- 
vealed hem heaireh against all ungodliness and unrighte- 
ousness of men, y^u liave no feelings and impressions at all. 
How long.will'yoo contini4e in an insensible and thoughtless 
state, dead toward God, and, through blindness of mind and 
hardness of heart, alienated from the Saviour of the world? . 

<'God sent not his son into the world to condemn the 
"wcirld, but that the world through him might be saved.— 
"And we have seen, and do testify, that the Father sent the 
"Son to be the Saviour of the world." This is the testimo- 
ny of God, which the ministry of reconciliation preaches 
to the world, and which is worthy of all acceptation. 
Whosoever believes it, judges him faithful, and shall 
receive salvation with eternal glory. Whosoever re- , 
jects it, makes him a liar, and shall perish, and be de- 
stroyed with everlasting destruction. The deceitful- 
ness in sin- proves fatal and ruinous to multitudes.-— 
At one time, when the ministry of reconciliation calls 
sinnera to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they may 
be saved, believing appears a work too hard and difficult 
in be seriously attempted. At another time it seems so 
easy, that it may be done well enough on their death-bed, 
or when they please and find it convenient. By tossing 
the minds of men to and fro about the hardness and easi- 
ness of believing, and overcharging their hearts witK the 
cares of this world, the tempter blinds and hardens them 
in unbelief, until the season of believing be past, and the 
means of believing be removed. 
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But, "Now is the accepted tiine> Now is the day of sal- 
<<vaiion. While it is said, To-day, if ye will hear the voice 
**of the Son of God, -hai'den not your hearts as in the pro- 
•*vocauon. And our desire and prayer to God for you is, 
"Thatyc may kndw the exceeding greatness of his power 
<%) thetn ward who believe, according to the working of 
«hia mighty power which he wrought in Christ when he 
<*raised him from the dead." Amen. 
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SERMON VI. 

THE PE£S£KC£ OF THE FATHER WITH THE.SOltf* 



John xvi. 33. 
lam not alone ^ because the Fnther is 'with me. 

THE union of Father and Son is one of those deep 
things of God, which cannot be known but by the revela- 
tion of the Spiiit. It appears, however, from the minis* 
try of the Son in his hunnilialion, tliat this union was the 
joy of his heart under our «ns, our sorrows, and our 
griefs. When m^n contradicted his doctrine, and cavilled 
at his bearing record of himself, he said, <'He who sent me 
*'is with roe; the Father hath not left me alone." When 
they demanded proofs of his mission, and of his claim to 
be the Son of God, he replied, "I and my Father are 
**One.*' When a disciple asked him to shew them the 
Father, he answered, "I am in the Father, and the Father 
^*in me;" and, "He who hath seen me, hath seen the Fa- 
rther." And when he foretold that Ivis disciples would 
be scattered, eve^ry man to his own, and leave him alone, 
he added the words of our Text, "And yet I am not alone, 
"because the Father is with me.** 

The union of per^ns in the Godhead is revealed to our 
failh, but at present our capacity is not able to compre- 
^ bend the nature and glory of it. Father, Son, and Holy 
Cihcst, are united, and united in a sense so high and sub- 
lime as to be One. This is revealed, and this, upon the 
testimony of revelation, we believe and acknowledge.-— 
But how these three are one, and how each is in each, 
revelation doth not define, and we are not able lo compre- 
hend. In believing and acknowledging incotnprehensi- 
bles in revelation, we do not act unreasonably. On the 
contrary, we act unreasonably in deifying our reason, set- 
^i^g it in the seat of God, and compelling revelation to 
^>ow at its fbot^ool. .. 
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* 

In Reve]ation» the equal persons of the Godhead, Fa- 
ther and Son. appear in unequal stations, and in distinct 
operations. In these stations and operations, their essen- 
tial union is not dissolved. Thoug^h one person is higher, 
and another lower, union appears in each station, and the 
operation which is performed by one glorifies hoth.— • 
This may be particularly observed in the dispensation of 
our redennption. "The Father is greater than I;'* "I and 
**my Father are onej" "Verily, verily, I aay unto yon, the 
"Son can do nothing of himself, but \that he seeth the 
"Father do; for what things soever He doth, these also 
"doth the Son likewise;" "i have not ^okcn of myself;" 
"The Father who sent me, he gave me^commatidment 
*'what I should say, and what f should speak;'* w.\Vhatso* 
"ever I speak, therefore, even as the FaiHer said unto me, 
"so I speak." — You know these to be declarations by tJic 
Son in his ministry; and observe him affirming, that while 
lie and his Father art one, there is bet%veen ihem, in th* 
dispensation of redemption, subordination in station, and 
union and concurrence in operation; and hence, when en- 
tering into his tmubles and sorrows, toward the close of 
his ministry, he says, "I am nol alone, b€M:ausc the Fathet 
"k with me.** 

In order to explain tlie meaning and importance of. 
these sublime and hbly words, we shall speak concerning 
the presence, union and concurrence of the Father with 
the Son, in his humiliation-*-concerning the' knowledge 
which the Son professes of the presence, union, and con- 
currence of the Father — concerning his design of declar- 
ing his knowledge of the presence, union, and concur- 
Fence of the Father, when entering into the troubles and 
sorrows at the close of his ministry; and then some in- 
structions and exhortations shall be added* 

We arc entering upon a theme of discourse which sur- 
passes the investigation of created understanding. The 
presc«ce, union, and concurrence of the Father with the 
Son, in the dispensation of redemption, cannot be searched 
out unto perfection by angels, and much less by men.— 
Our knowledge of it is but partial and indistinct, and our 
language concerning it will be Hkc that of children in 
understanding. We profess to be able to do no more 
than to endeavour, by comparing speech with speech, and 
fuie text with another, te illustrate what the Son hath spo- 
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• 

ken > and his Spirit hath recorded. Nor should we be un- 
easy because this high subject is not wholly revealed. — 
The Author of Revelation hath made such discoveries of 
it as we are capable of receiving and improving at pre- 
sent, and reserved the higher and clearer discoveries foF 
the age and glory of our manhood and i>ei:fection. We 
will therefore be humbJe and thankful; and, as we pro- 
ceed, look \>p to him' for the anoiiiting and sealing of his 
Spirit, in prder to understand, receive^ and improve, what 
is revealed and testified. 

* 

According to the method wliicb we have chosen, we; 
shall speak, in Ihe fka^t place, concerning the presence, 
union, and concurrence of the Father with the Son, in the- 
ministry, and sorrows, and temptations of his humiliation. 
Upon this part of our subject, it m.iy be observed, that 
the Father was tviih the Son, and j» the Son, and /or the 
Son. Twa pf these observations are expressed in the. 
words, and the other in the sense of scripture. .An illuS'^ 
tration of each will, through the bles^ng of^ God, be use* 
ful and edifying to the saints, and profitable for the con- 
viction and instruction of sinners. 

First J The Father was with the Son in the temptations,^ 
and ministry, and sorrows of his humiliation. This is his 
own expression: "He who sent me is with me; the Father 
•^hath not left roe alone." "I am aot alone, because the 
"Fi.ther \%>with^ me.** In every expression wljich be ut- 
tered Id Sns ministry, truth and j.ustness of sentiment shine- 
forth. When he spake of himself, and when he spake 
of the Father, he used the fittest and best expressions forf 
making known to men their union and conciMTence ia 
operation. The Father was with, him to ivphokl,. to en- 
courage, to sfrengthen, and to work. With him to up- 
hold: "Behold my Servant, whomj uphold.'* With him 
to encourage; "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am? 
"well pleased.'* With him to strengthen: "With whom 
"my hand shall be established, -mine arm also shall 
"strengthen him." With him to work: "My Father. 
"worketh hitherto, and I work;" "What things soever 
"the Father doth, these also doth the Son likewise."-^ 
These expressions of presence, union, and concurrence, 
which we have laid before you, ought to be recollected 
«nd acknowledged in our meditat^ns on the sorrows and 
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temptations endured by the Son of God in our natui^^ 
under oiir iniquities. In his hunnitiation, each person 
of the Godhead appeared and glorified himself; and, in 
bearing witness to this, ihere is an union of testimony, 
which is the foundation of our faith. The Father pro- 
mised, the Son testified, and the Holy Ghost recorded that 
which was promised by the former, and testified by the 
latter, concerning their presence, union, and concurrence^, 
in our redemption. 

Secondly^ The Father was m the Son. In his answer to 
Philip, who asked him to shew them the Father, this is ex« 
pressly affirmed. '^Believest thou not that I am in the Fa- 
**ther, and the Father in me. Believe me that f am in the 
"Father, and the Father in me." Holy surprise, after the 
nianner of men, is discovered in this answer at the weak- 
ness of the disciple, in asking a revelation of the Fathery 
when his express character was before their eyes; and a 
serious admonition is giveh, to believe and acknowledge 
the union and concurrence of these glorious persons. In 
prayer, the same evening, he says, "Thou, Father, art in 
"me, and I in thee;'* and "All mine are thine, and thine 
"are mine." Concerning the ministry of reconciliation^ 
the Apostle to the Corinthians has these interesting words, 
upon the same subject: "God was m Christ. reconciling 
"the world to himself." As persons of the Godhead, Fa- 
ther and Son are in each other,.and in each other in a sense 
so sublime as to be One. • Under thb consideration our Sa- 
viour saith, "I and* my Father are one^" We are one in 
Godhead, and equal in power and in glory. These glori- 
ous ahd equal persons, who are One, and in each other in 
Godhead, and in creation and providence united in opera- 
tion, are also One and in each other in the dispensation of 
redemption, where the Father is greater than the Son, and 
the Son is lower than the Father. In this marvellous dis- 
pensation, Father and Son were in eacti other,, and One, 
with respect to their operations.. The Father wrought in 
the Son, and the Son wrought in the Father^-In each other, 
and One, with respect to their testimony. The Father 
testified in and of the Son, and the Son testified in and of 
the Father — In each other, and One, with respect to their 
design. The Father glorified the Son, and the Son glori- 
fied the Father; the Father glorified himself in the Son, 
and the Son glorified himself in the Father— In each. 
M2 
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dlher, and One, with respect to their affection and esteem. 
The Fathec loved the Son, and shewed .him all things 
which he himself did; and the Son loved the Father, and 
did always those thing* which i^leased the Father. What 
can we more say^ — "O the depth of the nche&bothpf the 
•'wisdom and knowledge of God!" 

Thirdly^ The Father was ybr the ^on. In his humiliar 
'tion the Son was the servant of the Father, His work was 
given him by the Father, and the doing it was the service 
of the Father, and defined by himself the glorifying of the 
Father. Id this arduous, though honorable service, the 
Father was not against his servant, but for him, concurring 
with him, and working in him, according to the riches of 
the glory of the mystery of their union. These glorioa» 
and equal persons were united in the same work; and, 
though they were in unequal stations, and the Father was^ 
l^reater than the Son, there could be no variance or strife 
fietwixt them in doing it. When the suffering and dying 
nature of the one was bruised, and bruised by the pleasure 
of the other, they were not contending against each other,^ 
nor engaged in opposite and interf^ing interests. The 
persons were with each other, in each other, for eaclv, 
other, and to each other; had the same love as before the 
foundation of the world. 

in the SECOND place, we shall speak concerning the 
knowledge, which the Son professes in the Text, of the 
presence, union, and concurrence of the FjgitheF. .He had 
just told the disciples that they would leave him alone, and 
the event, that very evening, proved the truth of his pre- 
diction, notwithstanding, adds he, "I am not alone, be- 
"cause the Father is with me;" and this he knew from the 
purpose and engagement, from the promise and declara- 
tion, and from the love and complacency of the Father. 

Firat^ The Son knew that the Father was with him, 
from his purpose and engagement. Their operation and 
~ concurrence in our redemption had been planned before 
the world began, and fixed by reciprocal and unalterable 
engagements. A comprehensive and' arduous woi^y 
which the Son engaged to do in our nature, was commit- 
ted to him, and the Father assured him, by his purpose 
and engagement, of his presence and concurrence in de*- 
ing it. These purposes and engagements were establish- 
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ed by ^n immutabie decree; and hence, when wadipg into 
the troubled ocean of sorrow and wrath, the Son proTesses 
his knowledge of the pi'esence and concurrence o5F the Fa- 
ther, according to their engagements and purposes, esta- 
blished in the council of peace before the world began. 
We would not, brethren, that you should expect new dis- 
coveries concerning the purposes and engagements qf 
tliese glorious persons. AH that we are able to afford is 
only a little help, and a- little encouragement, to search 
the scriptures, in which their purposes and engagements 
are either expressed or implied: Particularly, "Sacrifice and 
<*off6ring didst thou not desire, mine ears hast thou open-- 
**ed; biirnt-ofFeringand sin-offering hast thou not required. 
"Then said I, Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is- 
"written oFme. I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea,. 
"thy law i»- within my heart:" Particularly, "I came down 
"from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
"that sent me:*' Particularly, "Now is the Son of man glo- 
"rified, and God is glorified in him. Ff God be glorified 
"in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall 
^straightway glorify him:" And Particularly, "Father, the 
"hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glo- 
"rify thee. 1 have glorified thee on earth; 1 have finished 
"the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Fa- 
"ttier^glorify me with thine own self, with the gloi;y which 
"I had wath thee before the world was." 

Secondly i The Son knew that the Father was with him, 
from his promises and declarations* When the purpose 
©f his presence and concurrence wa& established, and the 
engagement formed, the Son was by him, and with him, 
and needed no other assurance, or remembrancer. But for 
hisjpy, as a believer, in all things made like unto his bre- 
thren, and for the joy of these brethren. themselves, the 
Father was pleased lo express bis purposes and engage- 
ments in promises, and (o put these promises in writing. 
With these holy writings the Son of God was perfectly ac- 
quainted. He knew all that was written of him in the vo- 
lume of the Book; and, when he said, "The Father is with 
<'me,*' had in his eye these, and such declarations as the8e^ 
**With whom my hand shall be established, mine arm also 
«shall strengthen him. I wiW be with him in trouble, and 
**wi)l deliver him and honor him. Thus saith the Lord, 
<^1q an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of 
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"salvation have I helped ihee; and I will preserve thee, 
**and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish 
•Hhe earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages. That 
"thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to ttiem who 
"are in darkness^ Shew yourselves* The Lord God will 
"help me; therefore shall I not be confounded. Behold 
"the Lord God will help me, who is he that shall condemn 
"me?" As a person in the Godhead, he was above the need 
of such promises and declarations; but, as a suffering and 
obedient servant, and as an humble and exemplary believ- 
er in a slate of trial and infirmity, the consolation and aid 
of these gracious and faithful assurances was necessai^y for 
his support in his indigent and dying state, and for the 
strengthening and confirmation of his weak and tempted 
brethren. 

Thirdly^ The Son knew that the Father was with him> 
from his love and complacency. In the days of bis flesh j 
and particularly when entering into the troubles at the end 
of these days, the love of the Father is a tTieme of discoursei 
upon which he appears to have dwelt vviih pleasure. "The 
"Father loveth the Son, andliath given all things into his 
"hand. Therefore doth m^ Father love me, because I lay 
"down my life, that I may take it again. As the Father 
"hath loved me, so have I loved you. I have kept my 
"Father's commandments, and abide in his love. Thou 
"hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. For thou lovedst 
"rae before the foundation of the world." The Son of God, 
as the Only Begotten and as the Righteous Servant of the 
Father, is the object of his corpplacency. Under both 
these considerations, the Father testified of him at his bap- 
tism and trslnsfigu ration. "This is my Beloved Son, in 
"whom I am well pleased." His complacency in him as 
his son, an^ as his servant, is an operative principle, which 
infused its vigour into all that he did, said, and endured; 
and, from the operation and glory of this principle, he in» 
ferred, by necessary and obvious consequence, the pre- 
sence and concurrence of the Father in hid work, saying) 
when entering into his troubles, "I am not alone^ becauss 
"the Father is with me." 

In the THIRD place, we shall illustrate the intention of 
design of the Son of God in professing his knowledge of 
the presence, union, and concurreDce of the Father, when 
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entering into the troubles and sorrows which he endured 
at the close of bis ministry. His discourses are always 
adapted to the circtimsiancesaud occasions on which they 
were delivered. When he spake, he not only spake truth, 
but spake it with a view to the general end of his minis- 
try, which comprehends these particulars;— the glory of 
his Father^ his own honor,, the comfort of his disciples, and 
the instruction of the^ hurch.^ 

First y In expressing hisknowledge and assurance of the 
presence, union, and concurrence of the Father, when en- 
tering into his troubles and sorrows,^ the Son designed Xxy 
gloriiy the Father. He always did the things- which plea^ 
sed his Father, and spake as he gave, him commandtlnent 
lo speak. In all his words, and aciionsy and sufferings, be 
prolessed the glory of the Father to be his great end* 
When recapitulating these before entering into his troU" 
bles, their scope or design is summed up'irvthis form: "I: 
"have glorified thee on earth, I have finished the wort 
<<which thou gavest me to do.'* It will not^be difficult tc 
you who have heard and learned of the Father, to form 
spiritual apprehensions of his glpry, in his presence, union^ 
and concurrence with the Son, making reconciliaiion for> 
kiiquity. In openi^ig^ ao intevcoui^e of rcconciliationy 
through his obedience, death, and resurrection^ the w»* 
dom, and power ^nd love of the Father, and, we may 9ay,c 
all his perfections, go along^ work together, and gjlorify 
themselves in tl\e highest. This sublime sentiment, which- 
adds lustre to the glory of redemption, appears to have el- 
evated the mind of the Son upon the. very shores^ of that 
troubled ocean into which he was about to cast himself:- 
«Nx)w is^my soul troubled, and what shall I say—- Father,, 
"glorify thy nc^me. Then came there a voiceJix)m .hea- 
'^ven, saying,^ I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
"again." «Ii> what thou hast done and suffered! have glo- 
rifi^ed mj name already, and in the things which thou bast- 
yet to do and to suffer, I wi41 glorify my name again." 
What shall we say? Look to our Saviour, and b^^Jiold the^ 
chief end of man ascertained and illustrated! Naturally 
men are lovers of their own selves, and fond of making 
their welfare the end both of their actions and of the dis- 
pensations of God. But let us adhere to the doctrine of 
Qur Saviour, and, after his example,.acknowledge the glo-- 
»y of our heavenly Fatlxer to be ovu5 chief and. highest fjnd^ 
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With tliis our temporal afnd* eternal welfare is connectedi 
aadj in seeking this, we ai'e pursuing, and shall obtain 
glory, honour, and imraortalitf, through Jesus Chmt our 
Lord and Saviour. 

Secondly^ In pi'ofessing his. knowledge of the presence, 
WiJcn, and concurrence of the Father^ the Son designed 
his own honour and glory. His own glory and the glory 
of the Father are united into one great and comprehen- 
»ve object by himself in flayer: "I hav* glorified thee 
"on earth; I have finished the work which thou gavestTue 
^'to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine- 
^'own sclfi. with the glory which I had witli thee befora 
^the world was." The work of the Son of God in our 
^xtature was laborious and painful; but it was honourable and 
j^rious, though HI doing it shame and reproach were en-i 
dured. Under this consideration it appeared to himself; 
and hence the first word in his prayer is, "Father, tha 
"hour is come; glorify thy Son that thy Son also may glo- 
^ctfy thee." • This juSt and sublime consideration enlarged, 
and eteVated his heirt in doing bis work, and encouraged 
tdm to 6ndiH*e the eross aisd despise the shante^. Of alt 
ODnsidtrations,:it was the most* encouraging and elevating^ 
United in interest and hDnouf, Father and Son glorified 
each other in their stations, and each gibnffed himself.-*- 
In doing thtf work committed to hinof, the Son glorified 
bimself, in glorifying the Father; and the Father gloriii/- 
ed himself, in gjotifying the Son with his presence and 
ebncurrence. 

T/iirdlyf In proftsang^ hi^ knowledge and assurance of 
tiie presence, union, and concurrence of the Father, the 
Son designed the comfort of hi& disciples. Some parts of 
his discourse) at the celebration of the Passover and the 
institution of the Supper, troubled them, and filled their 
hearts with son^ow. His' words before pur text were 
particularly afFbciingr "Behold the hour cometh, yea i» 
^now come, that ye shall be scattered every man to his- 
"own, and shall leave me alone/* But to the^ piercing 
>yoids, which cut deep and wounded their weakness verf 
sensibly, he added, in his next, the essence of medicinal 
and healing balm: <*And yet I am not alone, because the 
••Father is with Hie.**' «Be not afraid lest I fail after ye ard 
scattered every man to his own. I am not destitute*— The 
I'«iher,,who is greatev ths^all, is with m^, to help> to up^ 
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liold, to deliver, to honour, a|id to glorify me in his work.* 
When these healing and strengthening words were spo* 
ken, the disciples 'were weak in knowledge and faith.— 
Th^ words were seasonable, s^nd the consolation in thenn 
was sweet and strong; but the men to whom they were 
spoken were children in understanding, and did not re« 
member them until they were, suggested anew by the 
Remembrancer from above. ' 

Fourthly ^'h\ professing his knowledge and assurance 
of the presence, union, and concurrence of the Father, the 
Son designed the instruction a);id edification ef the church 
at large. Though we could not hear him speak on earth 
these interesting words, "I am not alone, because the Fa- 
"llier is with roe," we have access to read them in the 
hand-writing of his Holy Spirit. Consequently, having 
equal need of instruction with them who heard hinm, we 
have equal advantages for receiving it. For the instruc- 
tion and comfort of the disciples they were spoken; and for 
our instruction and comfort they were afterward commit- 
ted to. writing. In the prayer at the close of his discourse, 
you will observe expressions oi' concern not for them 
aloncf but for ail who should beUevc on him through their 
Wiord. The presence, unions ^nd concurrence of the Fa- 
ther, are rcvivi^ng and strengthening to mour«iers in Zion 
at this present day; and, under xhck te«iptation8 and sor- 
rows,, open a fountain of living water, which is always fresh 
^rA s\veet. Promises and assui a{>ce$ of his presence are 
not peculiar to his righteous Servanl. These promises 
"and assurances are tlie heritage of all who fear the Lord 
And his goodness in the latter day. Art thou in heaviness, 
and, tl>rough fear of death and imanifold temptations, sub- 
ject to boridage? Observe what he says be will not do, «£ 
^'will never leave thee nor forsake tliee;" and observe also 
what be says he wilLdo, "I will be with thee, I will help 
-^Uhee, I will strengthen ihqe, I will uphold thee with the 
** right hand of my righteousness;" and observe, lastly, 
what you should say and do, <*God hath spoken in his ho- 
*«Jines9> I M^ill rejoice:" ^*For this God is our God for ever 
<^and ever, he will be our guide even uute death. ' 






After illus^trating the words in which the Son express 
scs the presence, union, and concurrence of the Father in 
Ills humiliation^ after discoveung the aourfiesof \A% knojy- 
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ledge and assurance of tlie presence; union, and concur- 
teuce, of the Father; and after explaining his intention, or 
design in professing his knowledge and assurance, when 
entering into the temptations, troubJes, and sorrows which 
he endured toward the end of his humiliation, we shall 
make some geneial observations for encouraging and 
strengthening you who arc taught of God to coniuiue dig- 
ging in these precious mines of knowledge, which thb 
ministry of the Son of God hath opened to all: 

First y In the dispensation of redemption, there appears 
between the Father and Son an union of design, of interest^ 
of affection, of operation, and of ho;ior and glory. These 
equal persons, when working in unequal stations, were not 
engaged in separate and interfering interests. They per- 
fectly oomprehei^ded each other's principles, motives, 
operations, and intentions; nor between them cou^ld there 
be the lowest degree of misunderstanding. In each other 
they dwelt, in each other'they wrought, and in each other 
they delighted. The eye which saw the hand of the one 
beheld the power of the other, and the ear which heard 
the words of the one perceived the voice of the other,— 
Observe the reply to Philip, recorded in th^ chapter after 
- our Texl^" He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. Be- 
^'^lievest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father 5n 
<'me; the words which J speak unto you, I spieak not of my- 
«se[^ hut the Father, who dwelleth in me, be doth the 
"works *• In this reply, the Son affirms that . the Father 
dwelt in hirn, spake in biro, and wrought in him; and, in^ 
the verse below, admonishes Philip to believe and ac- 
knowledge their union and concurrence iii operation.-— 
*«Believe me, that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
"me; or else believe me for the very works sake." Be- 
lieve my words which affirtn our union, and concurrence 
in operation. The Father could not suffer in the Son, 
but he dw^lt in the Son when suffering; delighted in the 
Son, encouraged, strengthened, and glorified the Son. 

Secondly^ The union of Father and Son in the dispensa** 
^ion of redemption is indissoluble. * Formed in the coun- 
sel of peace, before the foundation of the world was laid, 
it subsisted until the fulness of time, when G6d sept forth 
hts' Son made of a woman, made under tbe law, to re- 
deem them who were under the law. Nor did it dis- 
^ve at thii interesting period. FrtHii his birth to his 
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resarrection it afforded complacency to both. The Fa» 
ther was well -pleased in the Son, and the Son rejoiced 
in the Father. It was not affected by the agony in the 
garden, nor the sufferings on the cross. ^ These were parts 
of the great pLais, which had been laid in the wisdom and 
Iove_of the blessed Godhead. The cry "My God, my 
"God, why hast thou forsaken me?" is no evidence of a 
dissolution. It is the voice of bis suffering and dying na- 
ture', and proves that his union and interest in his Fathc^ 
was then in vigour and glory. In our non-age and weak- 
ness, we are puzzled to reconcile the sorrows and wrath 
which the Son endured, with the love and cofnplacercy 
which the Father professed; and can scarcely keep out of 
our minds surmisings unbecoming the Godhead. But to 
the persons themselves these operations appear consistent 
and glorious. In all ..that the Father inflicted, the Son 
knew that he actpd justly, and honorably, and becomingly; 
and in all that the Son endured in his obedience unto death, 
even the death of the cross, the Father knew that he suf- 
fered dutifully, faithfully, and affectionately. United iji 
the contrivance and execution of the plan of redemption, 
Father and Son unite in the application, and receive, and 
from the redeemed will for ever receive, tlie praises due 
to each. 

Thirdly^ The union of Father and Son magnifies the 
dispensation of redemption, and raises it to the highest de- 
gree of importance. An enterprize, projected and plan- 
.ned by the wisdom and love of these glorious persons, and 
begun and finished by their concurrence, must be great in 
itself, and interesting in its consequences to mankind. If 
it had not been becoming each, neither could Kave engaged; 
6nd when both enter into it, and glorify themselves, we 
conclude that the plan is becoming both, and glorious to 
both- This high dispensation of wisdom a«d love is 
despised and rejected by multitudes, unto whom it is re- 
vealed and preached. Their minds are blinded, and they 
do not perceive its beauty. Their hearts are hardened, 
and they do not feel th'eir need of it. But ,there have al- 
ways be^n some, who have acknowledged and felt it to be 
♦*the^ wisdom of God, and .the power of God, through faith 
"unto salvaHon." While hid in the secret record of the 
foreknowledge of God, it was an object of compUcency to 
the glorious pjwsous who engaged. in iL "The Lord pb»- 
N 
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^^sessed me in the begintiing of his way, before liis workt 
*'of old: I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
"or ever the earth was — Then I was by him, as one 
•'^brought up with him; and I was daily his delight, rc- 
"jbicing always before him, rejoicing antfee habitable part 
**pf his earth, and my delights were with the sons of men/* 
Afterward, when it entered by revelation into the open re- 
cords of time, all the dispensations of God bow to this, 
honoring it with many honors, and preparing the earth for 
the finishing of it, and the glory which was to follow. And 
M'hen the Son of God was sent foiih, in the fulness of time, 
it \ppeared clearly then, what had been obscurely reveal- 
■ed before, that this hi-gh dispensation of mercy united the 
operation of the three Persons pf the Godhead, and was 
liegun, carried on, and finished by the concurrence of the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost 

Fourthl^^ The utiionof Father and S<^n in this dispensa- 
tion, unites and draws upon each the worship and adora- 
tion of tbo church. Unto the Son the Father hath com- 
mitted the administration of all power and judgment, "thai 
^*all men should honor the Son even as they honor the Fa- 
<HherJ* To these glorious Persons, united and distin- 
guished in the Godhead, acknowledgments are made both 
on earth and in heaven. On some occasions, the names 
or the descwpticns of each Person in the Godhead appear: 
'**Grace unto you, and peace from him who is, and who 
^«wa5, and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
'* which are before his throne; and from Jesus Christ, who 
<«is the Faithful Witness.** "Elect according to the fore- 
^«knovvledge of God the Father, through sanctification of 
<«the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
*« Jesus Christ, grace unto you arid peace be multiplied." 
On other occasions, the Father and the Son are mention- 
ed in this form: "Grace unto you and peace from God our 
<«Father, and from our Lord Jesus ChVist;" and, to remind 
ns of the concurrence of the one in the humiliation of the 
other, and of the glory due to each, they appear on the 
same throne, receiving the honor of salvation. "Sal- 
vationl" cry a great multitude, standing before the throne, 
and before the Lamb— -"Salvation to our God, who sitteth 
*«upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." 

Fifthly y In the dispensation and glory of redemption, 
^e union of Father and Son is too high for our compre- 
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liension. With organs and powers^ fitted rather to serv^. 
the necessities of our bodies than to minister lo our un-* 
fkrstandings, we are able, even with the help of revelation, 
to labour but a little way up the steep ascent into the 
secrets of divine operations. When revealing the One- 
ness of Father and Son in Godhead, and their union and 
concurrence in redemption, our Saviour represents these 
hig.l> truths as objects of faith and adoration, and requires 
them t&be received and acknowledged upon his testimo- 
ny. This is all that we, are capable of at present. But 
hereafter tiye wjiy of the Father in the Son, and the way 
of the Soivin the Father, will be objects of intuitioa, and 
will recreate our faculties foi1;ver and ever: For at tha* 
cloudless and perfect day, "we shall know that the Father 
"is in the Son, and the Son in the Father." 

Pbiloiophy and Revelation differ widely in many things; 
and particularly in their descriptions of that fulness of joy 
which is ia the presence of God^ and those pleasures 
wliich are at his ri^ht-handv 

Shooting away,- with the swiftness of imagination', 
through boundless dimensions of space; keeping pace 
with heavenly bodies; tracing out the hidden springs of 
the operations of nature; comprehending the order, and 
measuring the distances and magnitudes of the celestial 
' orbs; telling the number of the stai^, looking into the 
tabernacle of the stin; visiting the several apartments of 
the creation, and congratulating their inhabitants; observ- 
ing the dependences of system upon system, and grasping 
the harmony of the universe — This is the heaven of philo- 
sophy, and these are the pleasures which suit the taste pf 
the philosophers who suppose themselves to need Deitber 
Redeemer nor Sanctifier; and who, swallowed up in their 
own amusements, make their acknowledgements unto the 
Parent of the universe, not considering, that "he who 
"honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father, who 
**sent the Son;" and that, '< whosoever denieth the Son, the 
**same hath not the Father." 

Beholding the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
face to face, as they are; adoring their Oneness and dis- 
tinction in the glory of the Godhead; sounding the depthr 
of the riches of their wisdom and knowledge, taking the- 
height and dimensions of their good-will toward men; en- 
tering into the hidden springs of their counsels and pur- 
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poses; tracing out the secret paths of their stations and 
operations in redetaplion; observing how it became the 
Father to depress the Son, the Son to exalt the Father;, 
and the Holy Ghost to glorify both; measuring their ad- 
ministrations and concurrence in^ providence and grace, 
admiring liow all wrought together for good, and how the 
glory of all shines in the face of rhe Son, who, in our na- 
ture, hath brought unto glory multitudes of sons, redeem- 
ed by his blood, made righteous by his obedience, made 
holy by his Spirit, and made heirs according to tl>e hop* 
of eternal life — This is the joy which Revelation sets be- 
fore us, and these are pleasures reserved for men chosen 
by the love of the Father, r'econciled by the death of the 
Son, and sanctified by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Lastly^ From the union and concurrence of the Father 
and the Son, we infer the malignity of unbelief, and the 
justness of that wrath which is coming upon unbelievers, 
by whom this dispensation is neglected and despised. We 
do not suppose that any of you blasjjheme it with the 
tongucj or litter against it hard and ungodly speeches^ 
But multitucfes, though they refrain themselves from 
speaking^-eVil of it, appear to be quite careless andihought- 
less about it, and draw upon themselves the guilt and pun- 
ishment of unbelief. Unbelief passes for a light matter 
among men; but in the sight of God this iniquity i& highljf 
cfTcnsjive. A dispensation of good-wlfl toward men, set 
on foot among the Persons of the Godhead from eternity, 
executed in the fulness of time by the concurrence of 
each in his station, and by their authority recommended 
to the world in the Scriptures of truth and the ministry of 
recoiKiliaiion, as the only way of salvation to their glory — 
to refuse the benefit of such a dispensation, is a contempt 
of wisdom and love, of goodness and . authority, which 
stands foremost in the records of guilt, and subjects des» 
piscrs to everlasting penalties. We have often told you 
tliis, and shall dismiss you at present with these wotds: 
*' Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
♦'things which wc have heard, lest at any time we should 
"let ibem slip. For if the word spoken by angels was 
"stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience rc- 
"ceived a just recompense of reward, how shall we escape 
*'if we neglect so great salvation, which at the first began 
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<^to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
^Hhern who heard him; God also bearing them wit- 
^<ness,both with signs and wonders, and with divers mira- 
<<ck-i and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
"will." Amen* 
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SERMON VIL 

THE DEATH OF THE SOK bF GOD^ 



Matthew xxvii. 50i 

Jesus J when he had cried again with aivud voiccy 

yielded ufi the ghost • 

«THE voice of the Lord is full of majesty."^ When 
he published the law, and caused his glorious voice to be 
heard out of the midst of the fire, the earth melted) the 
mountains quaked, the rocks rent, and every hearer trem- 
bled, Moses himself net excepted. 

If the voice of the Lord on Sinai, when he published^ 
the law, wa^ terribly glorious, much more glorious and 
terrible is his voice on Calvary, when he fulfilled, mag- 
nified, and made the law honourable. There the God of 
glory thundered, and shook the adjacent hills. Here the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah roared;, and, in the greatness of 
his strength, dissolved the gates of hell. His voice on the 
cross is not the groan of a wounded and despairing suf- 
ferer, but the shout of a victorious and triumphant con* 
queror, whose dying voice rent the vail of the* temple, 
shook the walls of Jerusalem, crushed the powel-s of dark- 
ness, and caused every ear to tingle, excepting the ears of 
his murderers, — the priests, elders and Jews. ^^Jesus, 
"when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up 
"the ghost.'* 

By the commandnDent of the Lord Jesus, his death is tor 
be remembered in the church to the end of the world; and, 
in obedience to his commandment,, we are ^assembled to* 
gether this day. To inform our understandings, to 
strengthen our faith, to elevate our afFectiona, and to pre- 
pare us for this action of obedience, we purpose to set be- 
fore you some considerations^-concerning him who died 
—concerning his death-— concerning the glorious testiroo- 
|}ies which iminediately celebrated hisdeathi^aod tben^bf 
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some inferences, and exhortations,, we shall apply t&ese 
considerations^, for disposing us to glorify him in the so* 
lemn action which is to follow. May the Holy Spirit, who 
directed his death, and the testimonies which celebrated 
it, to be recorded, by speaking and hearing, prepare us all 
for the communion of the body, and the commifhioa of th& 
blood of Christ. 

The object whom: we are called to consider is not an 
ordinary person. In him the ancient patriarchs believed, 
to him the holy prophets gave witness, and of him the 
great apostles have spoken and written excellent things. — 
From the testimony of patriarchs, propbets,.and apostles, 
he appears to be the 3on of God and the son of man^ made 
in the likeness of sinful fiesh.. These considerations are 
. Materesting, and, in commemorating, his deaths necessary 
to enliven our faith, our hope, and our joy. ' 

The peiiBon who yielded up the ghost on the cross is tbe 
Son (pif God. How he is the Son of God, we are not able 
to ej^pkin; but^ that, he isthe Son of God, is a truth which 
scripiture reveals, and which, upon the testimony of scrip- 
ture ^e acknowledge. and receive.. To this divine title, 
claimed by himself, are characters prefixed, which both 
assert the truth and display the glory of his Sonship. <<The 
«*only begotten of the Father,!* "his^ beloved Son," "his 
"dear Son," "his own« Scm," are singular expressions, 
which appear in several passages. of scripture, and whicli 
raise his>Son8hip infinitely above the sonship of angels and 
men^ "For untov which of the angels said he at any time, 
**Thou art my Son, this^day have I begotten thee? And a- 
<<gain, I will be to him a Father and he shall be to me a 
"Son: And again^ when he bringeth in the first-begotten 
^into the world, he saith, Aixl let. all the angels of God 
"worship him."* In these texts, which reveal the truth 
and display the glory of his Sonship, behold, as in a mir- 
ror, the everlasting and unspeakable love of God in send- 
ing him into the world; "God so loved the world, that he 
^gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
^him- should not perish, but have everlasting life."t "Ih 
'Hhis was manifested the tove of God towards us, because 
.f^th^t Gk>d sent his. only liregotten Son into the worlds tl^ 

•ifc^^, i. '5>A iJohn iii, 16, 
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**wc might live through him* Herein is^love, not that we 
((Joved God, but that he loved us^ aod sent his Son to be 
"the propitiaiion foe our sitts."* 

' In another consideration^ the person* wIud, upon the 
cross, yielded up the ghost, is the son of man. Between^ 
the title Son of God and son of man the distance is unmea- 
sureable; but in his glorious person, and in no other per-^ 
son, divine or human, do these titles meet together,. and 
forma mystery of godliness which is our adimiration in 
time, and will be our joy and glory thpough eternity. The 
Son of God is the Son of man, and the Son of man is the 
Son of God. Upon this great mystery let every thought 
be collected, and every eye fixed.. To reason it is in- 
eomprehensible, and> by the pride and corruption of rea*. 
son, it is denied, ridiculed, and e^plodexh Unto faith it 
is revealed; and, upon the truth and authority of the Re* 
vealer, by faith believed, and accompanied with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.. Believers, beholda Treft; thing 
which the Lord hath created in the earth, a thing to 
which nothing amongst his works is equal, nor even 
comparable! "God sent forth hia Son^ made of a woman.'*" 
Who hath seen, who hath heard such a thing? "The word 
"was made flesh." He who fills immensity, was conceived 
in the womb. He, by whom all things were created, was 
born in a stable; Ho^ who bound the ocean with a swad* 
dling-band, was^wrapped in swaddling-clothes. He whom 
9A\ the angels were commanded to worship, lay in a 
manger* He whose goings forth were of old, from ever- 
lasting, became an infant, and a child of time. He who 
Was in the form of God,, and thouglit it hot robbery to be 
equal with God, made himself of no reputation, took up* 
on him the form of a servant, and w<as made in the like- 
ness of men; and,, beiivg found in fashion as a tnan, he 
humbled himself, and becanoe obedient unto^death, even 
the death of the cross. 

But w« must not overlook another eKtraordlnary cir* 
cumstancc in this great mystery of godliness: "God 
"sending hia own Son in the likeness of sinful flcah."' 
Tlie human nature of the Sbn of Grbd was a holy. 
thing. By the power of the Spirit of holiness ho was 
conceived in the womb. It) the beauty of holiness Kcl; 

♦I JoAti iv. 9, 10; 
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\vas born in the stable. In the perfection of holiness he 
lived; and in the perfection of holiiiiess suflered and died* 
But in bis spotless and holy human nature, there was the 
likeness, or the appearance, of sinful flesh; Of a sin« 
ful woman he was made. Among a race of sinners 
he was brought up and educated. From his youth he 
was acquainted with sorrow and grief, and through his 
life exposed to labours,, necessities, reproaches, temp* 
tations, and persecutions. With sinners he conversed, 
and by sinners he tvas accused, condemned, and cru* 
cified. These circumstances of infirmity and misery 
are consequences of sin; and, in the humiliation of the* 
Son of God, formed a likeness, or appearance-, of sinful 
fiiesh. How rich is his gi*ace> how great is his love, how 
marvellous is his condescension and humilityl He who 
knew no sin was made sin;, and, substituting himself for 
sin, the Lord laid upon him the sins of many, and for these 
wounded, and bruised, and put him to death by the hands; 
of &i;;ners. 

AfEer these considerations of the Person, we proceetrto 
some considerations concerning his death, which is ex- 
pressed in the text by the words yielded i*/i the- Ghost. 
I>eath is the consequence and punishment of 8«n, and in 
dyin^ sinners are passive sufferers. In virtue of an ap- 
pointment> accordmg to the curse of the layir, their life is 
taken from them; and in the day of death, having no pow- 
er to retain the spirit, they must give it up. But the 
death of the Son of God is both passive sufTei-ing and ac- 
tive obedience. Before the foundation of the world, it 
was the object of purpose and covenant among the glori- 
ous Persons of tfie Godhead; and from the entrance of 
sin to the day on which he died, there were sensible pre^ 
figurations of it, as there have been from that day, and 
Y/ill be to the last day, sensible commemorations of it in 
the face of the world. It appears to have been one great 
object of the administration of grace in every age, to direct 
the eyes of the worKI to Calvary, where the Son of God 
was ^crucified in the likeness of sinful flesh; and to fJx the 
faith and hope of the churclvupon his death. The death 
of this glorious and singular Person is not a common 
event in the history of the world, like the fall of a prince, 
a hero, or a legislator. Unto us it comes, under the con*^ 
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siderations of giving a ransom; offeriog a sacHfice; mak^ 
ing a satisfaciion; obtaiwiiig a victory; celebrating a iri- 
unjph; and accomplishing a destruction. These coi>side- 
Talionsare highly interesting, and an illustration of each ia 
suitable to the design of our coming together this day* 

J^irst^ In dying, the Son of God is to be considered as 
giving a ransom. Under this consideration his death is 
represented by himself; **The.Son of map came not to be 
'^ministered unto, but to mh)ister, and to give his life a 
"ransom for many/** Of Christians, who are baptised 
into his death, one apostle says, '^Ye ai'e bought with a 
**price;" and another declares the price' to be "the pre- 
"cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb' without blemish and 
"without spot."* tJnder consideration of a ransom, the 
effect of the death of Christ is redemption from the cuise 
of the law, from the servitude of sin, from tlie tyranny of 
Satan, from the bondage- of the w-eiid, from the sting oF 
death, and from- the damnation o^ hell. "CUribt hath r^- 
**deemed us from the curse of the law." "In Chrit*t we 
"have re<lcmption, through his blood, even the forgiveness 
*of sins." "Christ gave himself for us, that he might re- 
"dcem u^ from aH iniquity.** The price is paid and ac- 
cepted; liberty is proclaimed and offered. Through the 
blood of tbe everlasting covenant the Son of man is 
brought again from the dead, and armed with power ta 
6pen prisons and knock off fetters, and to take out of the. 
band of the prince of this world all for whom he gave bi» 
Kfe a ransom-. ' , 

SeconcNgy In dying, the Son of God is to be considered- 
as offering a sacrifice. Under this consideration his dea^i 
is set forth in many texts* "Thou shalt.make his soul ^n 
"offering for sin.*'t "Christ our passover is* sacrificed for 
"us.'*| "Christ hath loved us, and hath, given himself for 
"us, an offering and a sacrifice to God, foi' a sweet smel- 
"ling savour.**§ "Once, in the end pf the world,, hath he 
"appeared -to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. "|J' 
Under consideration of a sacrifice, tbe effect of the death 
of Christ is atonement and reconciliation. "If when we 
"were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 

*Matt, XX. 28. \l8aJiiL 10. \Cor. t. 7. 
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'«br bis Son; mtich more, beings reconciled, we shall be 
"saved by his life. And not only soj but we also joy in 
«'God, through our Lord Je^us Christ, by whom we hava 
"now received the Utonement/** From the entrance and 
reign of sin, God commanded sinners to appear before him- 
with sacrifices,' and appointed the sacrifices which it was 
his pleasure to accept. These sacrifices were instituted 
pre figurations of the sacrifice of Christ, and from his de- 
rived their value, their beauty, and their effect. In them- 
selves they could not make offerers perfect, as pertaining 
to the conscience; nor glorify the justice of God in par- 
doning iniquity, transgression, and sin. But, till the end 
of the World, in which Christ appeared, and put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself, these sacrifices were com-' 
manded to be offered daily, as prefiguraiions of his offer- 
ing, and means of deriving from it that virtue which pur- 
ged the conscience, and reconciled the offerers to God% 
in a speech delivered to the church by David, and illus- 
,t rated by the writer to the Hebrews, the Holy Ghost re- 
veals the glory of the mystery of sacrificing. "Sacrifice 
*«at»d offering thou didst not desire, mine ears hast thou 
^opened, burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not re- 
"quired. Then said I, Lo, I come, in the volume of the 
-^'book it is written of me. I •delight to do thy will, O my 
^'God, yea, thy law is within my heart."! "Wherefore, 
"when he cometh hito the world, he sailh, Sacrifice and 
"offeiing thou wouldcst not; but a body hast thou prepa- 
"red me. In bumt-off^rings and sacrifices for sin thou 
"hast had no pleasure: Then said I, Lo, I come (in the 
"volume of the book it ie written of me) to do thy will, O 
"God. Above, when he said. Sacrifice, and pffenng, and 
«hurot-offerings, and offering for sin thou wouldest not, 
"neither hadst pleasure therein (which are offered by the 
'*'laW;) then said he, Lo, I ^come, to do thy will, O God. 
*'He taketh away the first, that he may establish the se- 
"cond. By the which will we are sanctified, through the 
•'^offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."t 

. Thirdly^ In dying, the Son of God is to be considered 
as making satisfaction. The term satisfaction is not lite« 
rally applied by the holy writers to his death; but they 
frequently express its meaning: "He was wounded for 

♦jRoOT. V. IO4 11 . XF9al, xl. 6, r, 6. \Heb. x. 5, 10. 
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<<our tt'ansgressions, he was bruised ft>r our imquUies, the 
^'chastisement df our peace was upon him, and with his 
<< stripes we are healed — He was oppressed and he was af« 
"flicted — For the transgression of my people was he 
"stricken."* "Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
"just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being 
"put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spiril."t 
Sin is the transgresdon of the law, and an o^ence against 
the authority of the Lawgiver. By the offence of one, 
who represented all, judgment unto condemnation came 
upon all. This judgment could not be reversed, Bor the 
offence, and the crimes which followed, expiated witlvout 
satisfaction. None of the offenders could satisfy for him- 
self, nor could one, nor a number of them, satisfy for the 
rest. But, sending his own Son, in the likeness of sinful 
Hesh, God condemned sin in his flesh, and received in his 
death that satisfaction which magnified the penalty of the 
law, and gloiified his perfections in the highest. Under 
consideration of satisfaction, the effect of the death of 
Christ is pardon and justification: "Being justified freely by 
"his grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, 
"whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
"faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the re- 
"mission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
<'God — To declare at this time his righteousness, that he 
"might be just, and the justifier of him who believeth in 
"Jesus."t 

Fourthly^ In dying, the Son of God is to be considered 
as obtaining a victory. No engagement equal to that up- 
on the cross is recorded in the histoiy of war. Upon th« 
mountains of Gilboa, in the vale of Siddim, and on the 
banks of Euphrates, potsherd strove with potsherd, and 
worm fought with worm; but upon Calvary, tlie Prince of 
Peace and the prince of the power of the air engaged. The 
salvation of millions depended upon the issue of the day, 
nor was the issue doubtful. The Prirtce of Peace over- 
come by his blood, and conquered through his death. By 
his right-hand and his holy arm the forces of the adver- 
sary were broken, and victory obtained, which will bo 
celebrated through eternity. Under consideration of vic- 
tory, the effect of the death of the Lord our Righteous* 

V«. mu 5 , 7, 8. 1 1 P^t, Hi. 1 8. } Rom. Hi. 24, 25, 26. 
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ness is joy unspeakable and full of glory. "All the people 
« who came together to that si ght,behbkUng the things which 
"were done, smote their breasts and returned."* They 
saw him die without observing the mystery of his dying, 
and without praising the victory in his death. But the glo- 
ry of these objects shining around ns, we enter into the 
views of the holy writer, who says^, "O sing unto the Lord 
«a new song, for he hath done marvellous things; his right- 
-hand and his hcly arm hath gotten him the victory ;"t and 
feel ourselves constrained to join that celestial band in their 
new songj "Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
"the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
"us to God by thy blood— Worthy is the Lamb that was 
"slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
"strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing."^ 

Fifthly^ In dying, the Son of God is to be considered as 
celebrating a triumph. Look to the tree, and upon the 
Sufferer dying on it in the likeness of sinful flesh. Every 
thing the reverse of triumph, every appearance of defeat 
and disgrace, presents itself to the bodily eye. But in the 
light of revelatipn, intellectual and spiritual eyes behold, 
in this disgrace, the splendour of a mysterious triumph 
over invisible powers. "Having spoiled principalities and 
"powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
"rhem in his cross."§ In these words, the Apostle alludes 
to triumphal processions among the Romans, which threw 
npon the head of the conquered a load of infamy, insup- 
portably humiliating and mortifying, while they exhibited 
pompous and dazzling shews of the fame and glory of the 
conquerors. The hour of the death of Christ was the hour 
of the power of darkness. At the^ beginning of it the chief 
of the rulers of the darkness of this world was in-motion, 
with all his forces. They tempted the Son of God in the 
garden; and, by their speakers, insulted him upon the cross. 
But these principalities and powers gained no advantages 
over the object of their malice. Instead of gaining advan- 
tages, they were broken and disarmed, and before the ho- 
ly angels, who were spectators of the action, were, in a 
manner we do not explain at present, exposed to open 

*Luke xxiii, 48. fPsal. xcviiu 1 . 
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fihame. Under consideration of a triumphj th€ effect of 
the death of thfe Lord 6ur Righteousness is glory and honor. 
The perfections of God, meeting together in his face,atjd 
shining forth before confirmed angels and redeemed spi- 
rits of just men, glorified themselves in the highest; while 
his holy soul, delivered from the mouth of the Hon, the 
horn of the unicorn, and the snares iind soriows of death, 
ascended to paradise, covered with the fame and g^ory of 
a triumph over the gates and powers of hell. 

Sixthly^ In dying, the Sop of God is to be considered as 
accomplishing a destruction. This consideration of his 
death presents itself to our faith in several texts. "For this 
"purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might 
^'destroy the works of the devil."* "He took part of flesh 
"and blood, that through deiath, he might destroy him that 
"had the power of death, that is the dcvil."t "Our old 
"man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
"destroyed. "I "O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, 
"I will be thy destruction !*'§ Under this consideration, the 
effect of his death is salvation; and, alluding to the rapture 
which Jol^n heard in heaven, we may say, "Now is come 
"salvation and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
"the power of his Christ; for the accuser of our brethren 
'^s cast down;'* and the power of death, in the destroyer of 
our race, is dissolved. 

Endeavor to recollect these considerations of the death 
of the Son of God; and, by meditation and prayer, to fix 
them in your heart. Among believers, who have interest 
in him, meditation on these sublime subjects is attended 
with pleasure and advantage on all occasions; and especial- 
ly when they have calls and opportunities to remember 
him at his Table. Nor are any subjects more necessary 
and interesting to you who are sjruiers, enemies and unbe- 
lievers. Such considerations- as we have set forth are 
means, by which the Holy Spirit 'enters sinners into the 
fellowship of his sufferings, and the mystery of his death; 
and by which he enlightens their minds, subdues their 
wills, punfies their aiTections, and sheds abroad io their 
hearts the love of God. 

*1 John Hi, 8 ^ Hcb.it 14. 

XRom. i)i. 6. %Hoa, xiiu 14. 



THE D!LATH OF THE SON OP GOD. 135 

We now proceed to the illustralion of some extraordin- 
ary ai>d miraculous tcstimoujes of acceptance and compla- 
cency, wiih which it pleased God to honor and magnify the 
death of his Son. W^inle alive upon the tree, every sensi- 
ble testimony of favor and complacency was withheld, lie 
cried, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
ViX\d God answered him not. On every side men despised 
his person, and insulted his sufferings; and Heaven contin- 
ued silent and inactive. But no sooner was Jus work finish- 
ed, and his life laid down, than the following extraordinary 
testimonies of complacency in his person anfl undertaking 
were given. 

i'Var, The vail, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine-twined Unen, mad^ and hung, by divine appointment^ 
between the holy and ihe holy of holies, in the temple, 
rent quke through ftom top to bottom. The tearing- of 
this piece of sacred furniture was the mysterious action of 
^n invisible luind, and in respect of time wonderfully cir« 
cumstanced. lathe worship of the temple, the day wasn 
^olemn day, and the hour of the day the hour of the even- 
ing sacrifice. While Caiaphas, who that morning had pro-^ 
nounced the Son of God a blasphemer, and the rest of the 
priests were officiating in their robes, and offering the even- 
ing sacrifice, the vail suddenly vent before their eyes, and 
iaid open the hidden and awful glory of the sanctuary. 
This action is both miraculous and mysterious. The mir- 
icle was an effect of invisible power; and the object of 
sense. ^The mystery is an effect cf glorious grace, and 
the object of faith and adoration. When the "ne\v and 
'*ii>ing way into the holiest was consecrated- thronj^h the 
<Hhe vail, that is to say the flesh of the Son of God," the 
vail typical of his flesh rent in twain, and refused to hide 
;^ny longer from the world, the awful glories in the sanctua- 
ry of tlic Holy One of Israeh This sacred chamber of the 
God of Israel being broks open, Gentiles, by the new and 
living way, draw near, and, with a true heart and full as- 
surance of faith, enter into his presence, and look/upon all 
that is awful and glorious in his face, with greater boldne^«j 
than the high priest, when he went into the holiest of all; 
than the Levitcs wb.en they officiated in the holy place; or 
than the people, when thfey appeared and worshipped in 
the outward court of his tabernacle and temple. 
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Secondly f The earth quaked, and the roc^ r^nt. These 
parts of creation heard the mighty voice which the Suffer- 
er uttered, spread the news of his victory through Jerusa- 
lem, and ail over Palestine, in terrifid language; and began 
to celebrate his triumph, which is not yet ended, and which 
never will be ended. When he descended, and published 
the law, Sinai trembled at his presence, and everlasting 
bills bowed themselves under the weight of his glory; and 
when his death, under tlie curse and upon the tree,magniE- 
ed and made the law honorable, the earth quaked, and the 
rocks rent, at the sound of his voice and the bowing of his 
head. These commotions were Immediate and instanta- 
neous impressions of almighty power, glorious testimonies 
of the complacency of Pleaven in the death of the Suffer- 
er, and extraordinary calls to acknowledge the divinity of 
liis person, and the triumph of his Crossi. The autlior of 
nature dying on a tree the death of a slave, is an unparal- 
leled evept in the history of nature; and hearing his dignity 
insulted and his love despised, nature awoke, in anguish 
threw itself into convulsions, and groaned tp be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. O the insensibility and hardness of 
men— Scornful men ruling in Jerusalem, and nialignant 
priests ofliciating in the temple, stood unmoved in this glo- 
rious uproar of nature! 

Thirdly^ Graves opened, and the dust of saints quicken- 
ed and awakened into life. "The graves were opened, 
''and many bodies of saints, which slept, arose; and come 
"out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the 
"holy city, and appeared unto many."* The names of 
the saints, who were quickened and awakened, are con- 
cealed; but from their appearing in Jerusalem unto many^, 
it may be inferred, tl)at they had died lately, that they rose 
in the self-same bodies, and that they made themselves 
known to saints who had conversed with them when they 
were formerly alive. Their graves opened at the. cruci- 
fixion, when the Lord oQr Righteousness laid down his 
life; and when he took it again, he brought with him, out 
of the grave, into the paths of life, these tmphies of his vic- 
tory over the power of death. His death is mysterious in 
evei7 consideration. In ordinary cases, death puts an end 

^Matt. xxviu 52, 55. 
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to' the strength and activity of men. A dying person is a 
suffering patient, and in his death is incapable of action. 
But the Lord our Righteousness, tliough crucified through 
weakness, died iirthe vigour of his strength, through death 
dissolved the power which the devil had of death; and, 
forcing open graves, and entering in the glory of a con- 
queror tne strong-holds wher^ the enemy reigned, he 
brought away, in the power of his resurrection, a number 
of prisoners, redeemed unto God by his blood. "I will 
"ransom them from the power of the gnive; I will redeem 
**lhem from deaths O death, I will be tliy plagues; O grave, 
"I will be thy destruction; repentance shall be hid fronv 
"min« eyes/'* — "Blessed and holy is he who haih part in 
"the first resurrection; on such the second death hath no 
"power." 

Fourthly^ A confession of his divinity and sonship was 
extorted from the Roman guaH. "When the centurion, 
"and they who were with him watching Jesus, saw the 
"earthquake, and those things which were done, they fear- 
<'ed greatly, saying. Truly this was the Son of God.'^f 
Son of God is the glorious title which his betra5''ers and 
murderers denied and abhorred. When he claimed it 
before the council, they pronounced him guilty of blasphe- 
my, and worthy of death. After he was nailed to the 
cross, the priests, the scribes, the elders, the rabble on 
every side, turned his claim into derision: "If thou be the 
"Son of God, Come down from the cross." And when 
they saw him yield up the ghost, they supposed ths^t both 
be aftd his claim were effectually, and for ever, crushed. 
But vain are the imaginations of adversaries against the 
titles and claims of the Lord our Righteousness. At the 
very moment in which it was imaghied these were cruci- 
cd with him, the i^ound of their resurrection arose. In di- 
rect opposition to the blasphemous words, which, for three 
hours, were spoken around the cross, the centurion and 
his mcft said, "Truly this was the Son of God." The 
triumph which deniers and crucifiera of his deity enjcy, ia 
short and imaginary. After heresy has tried every so- 
phism which riotous imaginations are able to invent, and 

•^0*. xiu, 14. \Matt, xxviu 54. 
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blasphemy has foanaed out all that it hath to say, the faone 
of his godhead revives, and flourishes over the- graves of 
nien, who, while they lived, "crucified to themselves the 
^'SoD of God afresh, and put him to an openfihame.*' 

After a display of the person and glory of the Son of 
G5d in our nature; of the mystery and effect of his death; 
and of the testimonies of acceptance and complacency 
with which it was honoured, some observations present 
themselves to our mindsi and illustrations of these are 
among the means of elevating our afff ctions, and prepar* 
ing us for glorifying and enjoying him in the aoiemnities 
of this day. 

Jf'irsty The dyipg of the Lord o\xt Righteotisness^ is an 
action of passive obedience. "Though he were a Son> 
"yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffer- 
"ed."* In suffering he was passive. "When reviled 4ie 
"•'reviled not againj when' he suffered, he threatened noty 
"but committed himself to him who judgeth righteous- 
«ly."t In obedience he was active, and active to the last 
moment. "He became obedient unto death, even the 
"death of the cTOss.":f Activity in dying distinguishes 
him from, and rakes him above, martyrs and dying men. 
"No man hath power over his spirit, neither hath^tny man 
"power in the day of death." This is universally true 
with respect to men;^ but is not applicable to God-man. 
He had power in the day of des^th, power to give up his 
life; and, after giving it up, power to take it again* "No 
"man^" neither Judas, nor Caiaphas, nor Pontius P^tlate^ 
"takcth my life from me, but 1 lay it down of myseif^-^ 
"I have power to lay it down, and I have^power to take 
•'it again.'*§ 

Secondly^ The dying of the Son of God^ in the nature 
of man, and in the stead of the elect, is an action which, ' 
among principalities and powers in heavenly places, was 
universally admired and applauded. When the first and 
only begotten of the Father^ whom they had received a 
commandment to worship, was nailed to the cross, and 
lifted up between two thieves, these holy principalities 
left their thrones, descended into the air, and, fixing their 

*Hdb, V. 9. t 1 Pet. a. 23. 
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t^yes Upon the sufferkig God, beheld the action with the 
rebel-part of their own order. Our information here is 
not particular, but general hint^ are given of the truth of 
the faict' After mentioning the aufferings of Christ, and 
the glory which followed, one apostle ss^ys, "Which things 
"the angels desire to look into,''* and another observes, 
"That by the church the manifold wisdom of God is 
"made known unto the principalities and powers in hea« 
venly place8."t From these texts it is Justly inferred, 
that holy angels were allowed the satisfaction of looking 
down upon the cross, where Christ appears to be the wis-^ 
dom of God and the power of God. And, O with what 
elevation and pleasure would they behold the divine per- 
aens manifested; the divine attributes glorified, the divine 
works magnified; the law fulfilled; the curae executed; 
the gates of hell dissolved; millions of slaves redeemed; 
and heaven opened for their admission among themselvest 
"And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
"about the throne, and the beasts, and the elders, and the 
"number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
"and thousands of thousands. Saying, with a loud voice, 
"Worthy is the Lamb, that was slain, to receive power^ 
"and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
"glory, and blesMDgl"^ 

' Thirdly^ Through the death .of the Son of God, the 
devices of th« powers of darkness, in their issues, became 
xn«ans and occasions of spoiling and destroying them- 
selves* By -the curse of the law they had obtained domin- 
ion, and possessed themselves of thrones in this world.—. 
For many ages they reigned over the earth, with the con- 
sent of the greater number of its inhabitants. These they 
fottnd submissive, loving the bondage of corruption, and 
ibnd of tyranny and slavery. But in Paradise they had 
heard of an enterprize of redemption, and of a descent 
iipon their dominions by the Son of God, who, under the 
character of the Seed of the worilBn, would diissolve their 
po%ver, overturn their thrones, cast them out of the world, 
and make hiillions of their slaves to revolt. They sus- 
pected his^ birth in Bethlehem, and attempted to kill him 
with the sword of Herod; tried his strength in the wilder*- 
neBs, and found themselves disconceited at the advantagei^ 

♦ 1 JPfl. u 12. t ^^ «• W. %Rcv. V, n, 12. 
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gamed over tliein in his doctrine and miracles. But their 
power in the world being at stake, and ambition and Tage 
making them mad, preparation was made for a decisive 
action upon Calvary. Every vassal was armed. Treach- 
ery, temptation, falsehood, reproach, violence, policy, in- 
justice, and every engine of destruction was enfjployed. 
Their adversary appeared an a form that was not terrible. 
One disciple had betrayed, and another denied him; his 
own nation had accused, and the Roman governor liad 
condemned him to be crucified. Thus far malice suc- 
ceeded. But the Lion of the tribe of Judah was too strong 
for the king of the bottomless pit; and the wisdom of the 
only wise God, our Saviour, was an overmtitch for the 
ambitious policy of the old serpent. ''Through death, he 
"destroyed him who had the power of death, that is the 
"devil." Was it not a marvellous sight, and a wonder, to 
behold the Son of God in our nature, and in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, facing th^ese malicious powers in battle 
array, turning the arms of the god of this world upon him- 
self, wresting from him the keys of hell atxl death; and, 
when nailed to a tree, entangling him in his own snares^ 
and ruining his designs with his own wilesf "Sing, O ye 
"heavens, for the Lord hath done it! Shout, ye low^r 
"parts of the earth; break forth into singing, ye raoun- 
"tains, O forest and every tree* therein; for the Lord hath 
"redeemed Jacob, antl glorified bimselfinlwaeH"* ^ 

Fourthly, It was the intention of Heaven, to lead the 
understandings of men into the mystery of the death of 
■the Son of God, in our nature, by the aid of their senses. 
Why was the fine vail which hung between the holy and 
the holy of holies rent in twain, from top to boltom? Why 
did the earth groan, and the rocks burst? Why did graves 
©pen, and deliver up their prey? and why did soldiers of 
Rome nuLke professions, which rulers in Jerusalem deni- 
ed and ridiculed? Tliese were extraordinary teHimonies', 
magnifying the work w>kich the Son of God had finished; 
and extraoi^dinary cathy rou^g the senses of the akinv- 
i)€ring wtjrld to contemplate the glory of the' mystery of 
godliness, of which nature all around was passively sensi- 
ble. O the ioBensi(>ility and hardneasof rocnlThecongre- 
i;auoRy whidi with a miglity hand and. a glorious ann tbe 
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Lord broughtout of Egypt, and through the Red Sea, for- 
gat his works, and remembered not his mercies! The ope- 
rations of his power and mercy were not blotted out of 
their records and memories: but these opeiatibns were not 
remembered, and celebrated, as manifestations of his glo- 
ry, calls to gratitude and praise, grounds of trust and con- 
fidence, motives to obedience, encouragements to hope, 
and pleas to be used in applications to his throne through- 
out all generations.. Congregations, in that great com- 
munity brought out of Rome, and through seas of blood, 
are chargeable with similar actions of ingratitude and infi- 
delity. The works of the Lord our Righteousness are not 
magnified, and the mystery of his death is not acknow- 
ledged. ^ His works and his death appear in the records of 
inspiration: But the wonders in his works are denied, and 
the mystery in his death is impugned. His works are re- 
hearsed as the doings of a glorious creature, and his death 
celebrated as the testimony of an holy man and an exem- 
plary martyr. Who hath heard such a thing! Shall moun- 
tains tremble at the death of a man, and rocks divide at the 
crucifixion of a martyr? "Be astonished, Q ye heavens, at 
"this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the 
<'Lord."* ''Pass over the isles of Chittim and sec, send 
"unto Kedar and consider diligently, and see if there be 
"such a tlung. Hath a nation changed its gods, which 
"are yet no gods;" bjpt,_ among Protestants, men "have 
"changed their glory for that which doth not profit;" and 
put down the great God our Saviour among creatures and 
martyrs. "O my. soul, come not thou into their secret, 
"unto their assembly mine honor be not thou united!" 

Fifthly y The Lord our Righteousness died in the vigour 
of his strength. In dying men the voice is weak, and 
when the agonies of death are felt it cannot be heard. But 
the Son of God pronounced the word "finished," with an 
emphasis that raised songs in ihe heights of heaven, and 
howiings in the depths of hell; and, in the vigour of faith, 
and a tone of perfect composure, commended his spirit into 
Ihp hand of his Father. His strength was not exhaust- 
ed. His cry from the cross is not the groan of a disabled 
and wounded man; but the shout ofthe tnighty and trium- 
phant God. While all the bones of the suffering nature 

*JerAL 12. ^ 



542 THE DEATH OF THE SOT? OF OOD. 

wer6 out of joint, and his heart melting, like wax, In the 
Inidst of his bowels; while his strength was dried up like a 
potsherd, and his tongue cleaving to his jaws, the Sufferer 
scaitevcd With his dying voice the powere of darkness; 
and, in the greatness df his strength, dissolved the gates of 
hell and death. Could these be actions of a dying man, 
and doings of a patient martyr? Before this can be believ- 
ed, reason, which ascribes operations to their principle, 
and effects to their cause, must be seized and muzzfed; and 
the hand writing of inspiration, which reveals truth, and 
commands faith and obedience^ blotted out and nailed to 
the tree. 

Sixthly<i The Son of God, in cyur nature, died for our 
siiis, according to the scripture; and, accoviling. tq the 
sanie scripture, died unto our sins. Dying for sin^ ancl 
flying unto sin, are not convertible propositions. The 
terms are different, and their meaning is not the same.-— 
In the death of the Lord our Righteousness, these con- 
siderations are inseparable; but in scripture they are dis* 
tinguishedy and in our apprehensions should pot be con* 
founded. In dying for wn, he endured the punishment 
which the law denounced, and made atonement fop the 
guilty, in whose stead he had substitued himself. In dy- 
ing unto sin, he delivered himself from the charge of it by 
the law under which he suffered, and procured the disso* 
lution of its dominion over his people; — the destruction of 
the body of sin in them, and the restoration, or resurrec- 
tion, of the principles of holiness in their souls, in all man- 
lier of conversation. '^Knowing this, that our old man is 
<*crucified with him, tliat the body of sin might he de- 
*<stroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin: For he' 
*Hhdit is dead is freed from sin. Now, if we be dead with 
"Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.— For in 
*Hhat he died, he died unto sin once; but in that he livelh, he 
*'iiveth unto God.'* iiis death unto sin, anrljiis life unto 
God, are sources and principles of sane tifi cation. And 
the apostle, having discovered these to the church, be- 
f!;ins an exhortation, unto which we do well to take heed: 
^'Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
*-anio sin, but alivfe unto God through Jesus Christ our 
**Lord.*'* Till ye begin, believers, to reckon yourselves ia 

*RQm.vL 6, 7, 8, 10, 11. 
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this manner to be freed from, the guilt, delivered U 
reign, alienated from the love, and dead to the sen 
pleasure of sin, ye will not mortify it with success; , 
ye begin to reckon yourselves, in this mannety in fnTCRscs* 
sion of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, and 
out of the reach of the reign of sin, the condemnation of 
the law, and the dominion of death, ye will not live unto 
righteousness, and walk in new obedience with pleasure, 
and joy, and largeness of heart. 

Now ye have heard that the Son of God, . who was 
made in the likeness of s'nful flesh, died for our sins ac- 
cording to the scriptures; that his death is a ransom, and 
its effect is redemption; that it is a sacrifice, and its ef- 
fect reconciliation; that it is a satisfaction, and its effect 
justification; that it is a victory, and its effect unspeakable 
joy; that it is a triumph, and its effect everlasting honour; 
that it is a destruction, and its effect complete salvation*— 
Ye have heard that his death was honoured and magnified 
with the rending of the vail; the quaking of the earth; the 
"tearing of rocks; the opening of graves; and with the con- 
victions and acknowledgments of soldiers. And ye jiave 
heard that his death was an action of passive obedience; 
that it was universally admired and applauded among the 
principalities and powers of heaven; that it disconcerted 
and broke the policy of the gates of hell; that the extraor- 
dinary circumstances which attended it ix)used the world 
to inquire into the mystery; that he was in the vigour of 
his strength when he yielded up the ghost upon the cross; 
and that, in dying for sin, he died unto it, and delivered 
himself from it. 

Endeavour to recollect, and to fix these considerations' 
k% your memories; and pray for the influence of his spirit, 
to make them effectual unto the edifying of your souls.-— 
They are means of increasing the knowledge of the Lord 
our Righteousness; mirrors in which his people behtjld 
the love and glory of God in his face; .and motives to re- 
member and to praise his death at his table. At tl.is mo- 
ment it is remembered and praised before the throne. — 
Among confirmed angels and redeemed spirits, soi)i}:s are 
begun which will never end. These praises may be, and 
ought to be, sung beneath the throne; "KvcM-y creature 
"which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
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<<ancl sucli as are in ihe sea, and all that are in them, beard 
'*I saying, blessing and honor, and glory, and power, unto 
^^bim who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 
"ever and mer."* 

Look to the death of the Son of God, evidently set be- 
fore you, and behold, — Behold the tempter bruised; be- 
hold the curse executed; behold the world conquered; be- 
hold your old man crucified; behold the power of death 
dissolved, and the sting of death destroyed; behold heaven 
opened, and the throne of grace displayed; behold the per- 
fections of God glorified, and the Lamb of God, that was 
slain, alive again, and reigning in the midst of the throne. 
With the glory of this object in your eye, fear not to draw 
near unto God| fear not to sit at the table of the Lord; and 
fear not to lie down in the dust of the earth. With the 
glory of this object in your eye, raise the song of Moses 
into tiie song of the Lamb; and, as you come to his table, 
say, "Sing unto the Lord; for he hath triumphed glori- 
"ously," the devil and his angels he hath thrown into the 
bottom of hell. "The Lord is my strength and song, and 
"he is become ray salvation. He is my God, and I will 
"prepare him an habitation; my fathers' God, and I will 
*<exalt him. The Lord is a man of war. The Lord is his 
"name. The Lord shall reign for ever and ever, even thy 
"God, O Zion, throughout all generations." 

But among hearers of the gospel, there are some who 
believe not, though preachers of it are not able to single 
out the persons. They do not deny that the Son of God, in 
our nature, died, revived, rose, aJid ascended; nor that 
they arc guilty before God, liable to his wrath, and una- 
ble to save themselves. But, though these truths be de- 
nied in words by few who hear the gospel, by many thcjr 
are not believed with the heart. Multitudes, taking sal- 
vation for a matter of common form among christians, 
never doubt of it, nor shew concern, until some bodily dis- 
ease overtake them; and even then, while hope of recove- 
ry is not given up, salvation is not more attended to iit 
their sickness than in their health. This negligence is 
highly offensive, and extremely dangerous. Salvation 
could be obtained at no lower expense than the obedience^ 
sufferings, and death of the only begotten of the Fatber, 

*Eev,vA3, 
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and to neglect it is a contempt which will have fatal con- 
sequences. God is angry with unbelievers every day. 
Against them bis wratli is revealed, and upon them his 
wrath is coming. Unbelievers make him a liar. Unbe- 
lievers are condemned already, and for unbelievers instru- 
xnents of death are prepared. 

Are tlrese wor(1s alarming you? We wish unbelievers 
and despisers to be alarmed; and at the same time shew 
how ye rfi^y escape, and to whom ye should flee. The 
Lord our Righteousness is an hiding-place from the tem- 
pest, and a covert from the storm, free and open to the 
woild; and "whosoever believeih in him shall not perish, 
*'but hath everlasting life." The serpent of brass was a 
remedy, free to the eye of every Israelite; and the Son of 
God is a remedy, free to the faith of every sinner: "For as 
**Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
*'must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believ- 
"ethin him should not perish, but have eternal life." The 
Son of man was lifted up upon the cross. At this moment 
he is lifted up on the right hand of the majesty on high; 
and at this moment he is lifted up in the word of the truth 
of the gospel, within sight of every guilty eye. Are any 
looking, and commg? "Him that cometh, he wdll iii no wise 
"cast out;" and him that looketh he is able to save. Some, 
it may be, are reasoning in their thoughts, that they dare 
not look, and come tov/ard the Saviour, because they 
know not whether he intended to save them in dying. And 
neither did any of these who are praising him before the 
throne know this before they believed. His intention in 
dying is not the object of inquiry at present. Your busi- 
ness, and interest, is with the testlmovy concerning his 
death, in the ministry of reconciliation: "He suffered for 
"sins, the jusi for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
"God." "When we were yet without strength, he died 
"for the ungodly." "While we were yet sinners, he died 
"for us;" and, "when we were enemies, we were reconcil- 
"ed to Godj by the death of his Son." "He is the propi- 
<'tration for our sins, and not for ours only; but also for the 
"whole world." "My flesh I will give for the life of the 
"world." "For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
*'only begotten Son, that whosoever believeih in him 
^'should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 
"sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world* 
P 
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<*but that the world, through him, might be saved.'* These 
are faithful sayings, and the testimony given in them to the 
death, and sufficiency, and freeness of the Saviour of the 
world is worthy of all acceptation. Every sinner is war- 
ranted, counselled, encouraged, and commanded to 
receive it; and every sinner, unto whom it is made 
known, shall receive it or perish. ««Unto him who loved 
^<us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, be 
^<glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen/' 



SERMON VIII. 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE SON OF GOD IN HIS DEATHS 



COLOSSIANS ii. 15. 

And having' sfioiled ftrincifiatities and /lowerSy he made a 
aheiv of them ofienlyy trtumfihing over them in it, 

UNDER all dispensations, the death of the Lord our 
Righteousness hath been a principal theme in the minis- 
try of reconciliation. Patriarchs waited for it, Priests pre- 
fiii^ured it, Prophets foretold it, Evangelists related it, 
. Apostles preached it to the world, and into the mystery 
of it Angels themselves desire to look. But neither men 
nor angels are able to comprehend, nor tongues, and pens, 
and languages sufficient to express the glory of this mys- 
tery of godliness. Here the perfections of God appear^ 
and exalt themselves in the highest; here the powers of 
darkness unite, and pull upon their head swift destruction; 
and hei^ heaven opens and pours upon earth blessings 
more numerous than grains of sand along the sliores of the 
se:», and more excellent than chief things of ancient moun- 
tains, and precious things of everlasting hillsr 

Our Text is one of the monuments of the fame and glo- 
ry of the Son of God, and upon it are inscribed the effects 
of his death on the powers of darkness. Behold it;^ walk 
round and round, reading, believing, and singing, <*Having 
"spoiled principalities and powei*s, he made a shew of them 
"openly, triumphing over them in it." — In order to illus- 
trate these words, we shall abridge the history of the ad- 
Tcrsaries;. and describe the glory of his person by whose 
power they were crushed; explain the operations of his 
power In the Text, and the mystery of the glory of these 
operations. 

The liistory of these adversaries comes before us in the 
yinsT place. Ollr Text calls them"principalities and pow- 
*«ers.*' Elect and confirmed angels, who are ministers of 
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the powei\ aijcl doers of the will of God, bear these cha- 
rac.tei% iu some other texts of scripture, but in this the 
Apostle gives them to those angei* who have sinned and 
fell into condemiration; and the following particuliiis are 
ou dines of their histoi'): 

Fir&t^ They are Spirits, whom God created for his glo- 
ry in holiness and happiness. When the foundation of the 
earth was laid, and the corner-stone of the universe fasten- 
ed, they raised their voices among the rest of their order, 
and praised his power, and v/isdom, and goodness. — 2(//j/, 
Immediately alter this they sinned. We cannot defia^«e 
their first sin* nor give their offence any particular name. 
All that is certainly known is, that they sinned, and sinned in 
heaven soon after their creation;-and in great numbers.-—- 
of//j^They were iuunediately cast into a place prepared for 
tlwim, called hell. "God spared not the angels who simrcd,, 
"but cast them down to hell, and delivered them, into 
"chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.'** 
Athty^ A chief among these spirits v/ho were cast down in- 
to hell, iscalied Satan, devil, serpent, prince of the power of 
the air, prince of the world, god of this world, and the spirit 
who workcth in the children of disobediejQ.ce.-T-5M/y, This 
evil spirit begviiled Eve in paradise, and by her drew 
Adam, the representative of mankind, into sin and mise-. 
ry. — 6M/i/, The Lawgiver permiited this terrible spirit to 
arm himself with a power, of death over mankind, accor- 
ding to the curse of the law. 3iy his power, as an execu- 
tioner of the curse, he holds sinners in slavery,' blinds, , 
tempts, torments, and kills them, in many different forms. — 
7//i/z/, At the grand asaize in paradise, he was condemned - 
to additional degrees of punish me nt, and informed of the. 
dissolution of his power by the Seed of the woman, . "The 
"Lord God said unto the* Serpent, Because thou hast done 
"this," deceived und ruined mankind in their represeuta-. 
tive, "thou art cursed. And 1 will put enmity between 
"thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed. 
"He shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." — f 
Bthly^ This ambitious and revengeful spirit did all he could 
to break the purpose cf the Son of God. He set up for 
himself a kingdom in the world, in opposition to his king- 
dom, and reigned, by sin unto death, aver thegreatest part 
of mankind before he appeared in our nature. And aftcv. 

*3 Pet, if, 4. t Gni. Hi. 1 4, 1 5, 



ti 



SOX OF GOD IN HIS DEATH. 14.) 

I.ltj appearance, he attempted to destroy him in Bethlehem, 
assaiied him in the wilderness, and, by his speakers, insult- 
ed and blasphemed him upon the cross. — 9thty^ To the 
attack upon the Son of God on the cross, this outrageous 
chief brought along with him the principalities and pow- 
ei*& who were in his interest. But, 

We proceed to describe the glory of his person who 
appeared in our nature, and crushed these terrible adver- 
saries. The glory of his person was a great object in the 
eyes of men whom the Holy Ghost anointed, and sent 
forth to preach and to assemble the world to his standard. 
They insisted every where upon his works, and upon his 
benefits, and upon his laws and ordinances. But they did 
more. In their writings, these holy men set before the 
churches descriptions of the glory of his person, and up- 
on these descriptions grafted the morality of Christianity, 
the only stock where this supernatural plant thrives and 
brings forth fruit unto God. Accordingly, in the Epistle 
to the Colossians, the writer has inserted a glorious de- 
scription of his person, operations, and grace, in these 
words: "Who is the image of the invisible God, the Srst- 
*'bom of every creature. For by ^i«fl were all things 
**created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
**and invisible, whether thrones or dominions, or princi- 
'''palities or powers, all things were created by him and 
*^R)r him. And he is before all things, and by him all 
**lhings consist. Ajid he is the head of the body, the 
^'church, who is the beginning, the first-born from the 
"dead, that in all things he might have the pije-eminence. 
*'For it pleased the Father, that in him shoulcl all fullness 
"dwell. And having made peace through the blood of his 
"cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
"him, I say, whether they be things in earth or things in 
"heaven." A similar description of his person and office 
is record' d by the same writer, in the Epistle to the 
Philippians, "Who being in the form of God, thought 
"it not robbery to be equal with God. But made him- 
. "self of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
"servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And be- 
"ing found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
"btcamc obedimt unto death, even the death of iho 
"cross. Wherefore God also hath -hijjhly exalted hifn, 
P 2 
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"and given hkn a name whkh is above every. nam^: .Thtit 
**in the name of Jesas every knee should bow, of things in 
"heaven and things on earth, and. things imder the earth, 
"and that every tongue should confess-thatJe^us Christ is 
"Lord,,to.the glory, of God the Father." In the. beginning 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews another description of bis 
pei-son and glory appears, in terms equally sublime: "In 
"these last days-God hath spoken tousbyliisSon, whom 
"he hath appointed heir o£ all things, by whom also he 
"made the worlds. Who> being the brightness ofthe gloi* 
"ry, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
"things by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
"puj*gc;d our sins, sat down on .the right hand of the ma^ 
"}esty on high.- Beiogmadeso much better than the an- 
"gels, as he bath,, by inheritance, obtained a more exccl- 
"lentname than they.*' Knowledge ofthe person and glory 
of the Lord our Righteousness, is indispensably 'necessary,., 
and universally interesting. Read these and other descrip< 
tions of him in the holy scriptures over and over; commit 
them to memory, meditate on them freq4iently, and pray 
daily and fervently, that by them the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation may raise you unto full assurance of undcr^ 
standing in the mystery of -his person and glory* Under 
appearances of a weak man, he was the mighty God, and 
able to »ibdue all Ihings. unto himself. . Actions .of hi& 
sufiTering nature were actions of his person, and filled hear 
ven and earth with the glory of his ipwer> 

These glorious actions. which ar.e recorded in our Text, 
it is now proposed to explain. In the record they stand in 
this order: He spoiled the adversaries; made a shew oT 
them openly; and over themhe triumphed. 

Firsty The Lord our Righteousness, in the day of hig 
power, spoiled his adversaries* This was iiot an action oT 
violence and robbery, but of justice and strength. These 
principalities and powers were ambitious and revengeful 
enemies. Their plot was to make earth a province of hell, 
and bind its inhabitants to their interest, with chains of 
darkness. In the seduction of the representative of nnanr 
kind, they tmmphed; and being permitted, in virtue of 
the curse which the Lawgiver had denounced, to lay hold 
upon the power of death,, they became fornudable, held 
the world in bondage, and spread destruction and terror 
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througli the creation. But of this power, the Seed of tha 
woman spoil od these destroyers. The curse of the law, 
which had placed it in thcii* hands, being: executed in liis 
death, and the righteousness of the Lawgiver magnified and 
glorified,, he wrested from them, the keys, of hell and 
death, bound their chains faster, laid them under heavier 
contributions to jusuce, and,.hy dying the death of a slave, > 
obtained for all who were crucified with him deliverance 
from- their oppression aod;tyranny« ^^Forasmuch then a^ ^ 
^Hhe children are partakers of fiesh and blood, he als(» 
<< himself likewise took part of the same, that through ^ 
"death he. might destroy him that had the power of death, . 
"that is the deyil;-. and deliver them (the children) who 
"through fear- of death were all their life-time subject to 
"bondage,'**- Read over- again these precious words, and 
observe the nature and efiect of that mysterious action up* 
on the cross,. in. which principalities and powers were 
spoiled. To their chief it w.as destruction, and to millions 
of their slaves deliverance.. Tiie prince of the powers of 
darkness iS' not^Icpiived of existence,- and, as a Sfviritual 
being, destroyed out of the. creation: His mouth is not 
shut, nor his licence to tempt and to roar withdrawn; but, 
as executioner of the. curse,. his power oF death over the 
children i« dissolved, and mad& void*:. Tbe Captain of 
Salvation stripped and spoiled him of his power, hung the 
keys, the emblem of it^ at his own girdle, and nailed to his 
cross the obligation, in laivf to the p^nal terror and power of 
death, in virtue of. which the tyrant held the children in 
bondage. "O death, where is thyslingj- O grave where 
"is thy victory? The sting of death is sm, and the strength 
"of sin is the la\?; but thanks-be to God, who giveth us . 
"the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ/'f , 

SecoTKlly^^ In the day of his -powers ojponthecross, the 
Lord our Righteousness made a shew of his adversaries 
boldly and openly. In triumphal procession?, iliiistrious 
captives of defeated armies andxnslaved nationa were led 
in chains before or behind the chariots of conquerors, and, 
in these humiliating circumstances, exposed to the vanity 
and pride of the public eye. By such exhibitions Rome 
displayed the haughtiness of its policyt and gratified the 
ambition of its heroes. From the pomp of imperial van- 

•Heb, U. U, 15. tl Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57* 
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ity ^e turn away to behold the show that was exhibited 
without the gates of Jerusalem. But where are the facts 
which justify, and authorise the allusion? The Sufferer 
appears not in a chariot, but on a cross surrounded with 
the ijuaids of Ronle, and scorned by the citizens of Zion 
and the priests of the temple. Thousands who came to 
rtiat sight, smote their breasts, and returned as from a de- 
feat. 

Here we dismiss imagination, the creator of mental 
imagery, and, shutting the bodily eye, open toward the 
show that which is intellectual and spiritual. To this eye 
a shew appears real in its nature, and j»;l9nous in its ef- 
fects. The sufferer is the mighty God in the nature of 
man, and likeness of sinful flesh, and to his |>iercing eye 
every province of the invisible world, with all its inhabi- 
tant^, is naked and open. Principalities and powers of 
hell, and principalities and powers of heaven, are spiritual 
objects, invisible to our eyes, but visible to his. In the 
action on the cross, the former were assailants, and the 
latter were spectators. The ridicule which the assailants 
threw upon his Sonship, by their speakers, the objects of 
temptation which they presented to Ids holy imagination, 
and the wounds and bruises which they gave to his suffer- 
ing nature. He feh and abhorred. But the trium pliant 
Sufferer stood firm, and boUlly, vigorously, and successful- 
ly resisted these abominable spirits, ^ized, disarmed, spoil- 
ed, chained, and openly made f shew of the whole host, to 
holy spectators of their own order, who over his cross i*ais- 
ed the sortg of his incarnation, "Glory to God in the high- 
"csN and on earth peace, good -will towards mcti!*'* 

T/tirdlt^, In the day of his power, upon the cross, the 
Lord our Righteousness triumphed over his adversaries. 
Triumphs were exhibitions of military pomp, which cele- 
brated the victories arid conquests of commandei's and he- 
roes. • When we turn toward the cross, nothing corres- 
pondent to these exhibitions of antiquity strikes the sensi- 
ble eye. A suffering individual appears forsaken by God, 
and scorned by men, crowned wiih thorns, and covered 
with shame, Hngefing in torment; and dying apparently 
defeated. But turn to this mysterious object the intellec- 
tual and believing eye, and in his crucifixion bebolJ a 

*LukciL 14, 
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niumpli in terrific pomp, similar to that in which a pro- 
phet exhibits a triumph in his administration: "Who is this 
" ihat cometli from Edom, with died garments from Bozrah; 
"this that is glorious in his apparei, travelling in the greatr 
"ness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, migh- 
"ly lo save* Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and 
"thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine-fat? I 
"have trodden the wine-press alone, and of the people 
"there was none with me; for I will tread them in mine 
"anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood 
"shall be sprinkled upon ray garments, and I will stain all 
"my raimei^t. For the day of vengence is in mine heart, 
'♦and the year, of my redeemed is come."* 

When Jesus pronounced the vtovd^niahed, yielded up 
the ghost, and left his dead body nailed to the tree, men 
fled as from the cry of a defeat, and the ruin of an enter- 
pri2fe. But heaven, earth, and hell, felt differently. Hea- 
ven opened and smiled, the throneof grace appeared, 
and displayed the beauties of holiness; every morning star 
sang, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. Earth trem- 
bled, recks icin, giaVCS of dead men opened, and tnc »;$-. 
cret chamber of the God of Israel twe its own vail, and 
shewed to the priests his awful glory in the holy of holies. 
The- whole host of principalities and powers was confound- 
ed, the chains of darkness were rivetted, the lake of iire 
was heated seven times, and the whole face of hell inflam- 
ed with the wrath of the fui^ of the Lamb. 

The triumph in th« crucifixion is not the exhibition of a 
single day, nor a blaze breaking out, and disappearing at 
tJie conquest and dissolution of the gates of hell. In pro- 
mises, sacrifices, prophecies, figures, and types, there was 
a display of his power and glory, before the uiumph of his 
death; and after it, till the mystery af God be finished, there 
will be a display of his power and glory in tlie fact of the 
world, by the ministry of reconciliation. "Now thanks be 
<<unto God, who Icadcth ws alwt^ys about triumphantly in 
^^Clirist; and maketb manifestthesaviour of his knowledge 
"by us in every place."! Seized on the high way, wiih 
enmity in his heart and arms in his hand, and reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, Paul was among some il- 
lustrious trnphies of the victory of the cross, which God led 

*Xs'<7, Ijciii. 1, 2, 3, 4. t^ Cor, ii, 14, 
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in triumph through the world, and one of the illustrious 
proofs of its efficacy, in prevailing over the powers of dark- 
ness; by which he confounded the wisdom of the wise, and 
brought to nothing the understanding of the prudent. The 
triumph of the ministry of reconciliation over the kingdom 
of Satan in the world, is a continuation of the triumph in 
the crucifixion, and derives vigor from it every day, and 
everywhere, to deliver men fi*om the power of darkness, 
and translate them into the kingdom of God*s d«ar Sfon. 
This 4riumph of the power of the Son of God over the am- 
bition and insolencies of his adversaries, began in paradise, 
where Ins crucifixion was proclaimed in the ear of the de- 
stroy er^ and where bis conquests began, and exhibitions of 
it will continue, in the midst of his enemies, till his con"- 
quests be completed, his enemies made his footstool, ancf 
all things in earth and heaven reconciled unto God by the 
blood and power of his cross. Nor should we suppose' that 
this reconciliation will be the end of his triumph. The' 
exhibition which filled the earth with glory will ascend in- 
to heaven, draw upon him the eyes of redeemed men and* 
eonfirmed angels*, and extQfid tli« praise of his glory tho^ 
whole length of eternity,. 

A mysteriousness, which m^y fje observertin these ope- 
rations, is the last head of our method. The Lord our Right- 
eousness spoiled his adversaries, made a shew of them, 
and triumphed in what-— m it, saith our text. Whether 
♦cross,* the tree on which he performed these operations, 
or * himself,' tlie person by whose power they were per- 
formed, be the term for which this li is substituted, the 
meaning js not ambiguous. Under each consideration, 
the operations are mysterious, antl some particulars con- 
cerning their mystery and glory may be considered. 

Firsts The field of acticni is a territory which scrip- 
ture hath marked with mysterious precision. Some great 
actions derive part of their fame from places where they 
were done. . The victory of Israel over Egypt, is sit>;nal- 
ized by the Red-sea; the power of the ark over Dai^on, by 
the temple of Ashdod; the fall of Gog and Magojj, by the 
mountains of God; and the triumphs of the Lord our 
Righteousness, by the place of skulls. The holy writers- 
appear anxious to draw the attention of the world to this 
place, and express its name in dilTcrent languages, callin;^. 
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l{ Golgotha, Calvary, and the place of skulls. The place 
cf skulls was a particular territory of iht kingdom of 
darkness, where the devil had exerted his power, and 
where sin had reigned unto death. Skulls were sensible 
proofs of the power of death, which the curse had placed 
in his hand, and sensible trophies of, victories obtained by 
exertions of this power. In tl^s place, the adversary pre- 
pared for the Seed of the woman instruments of death; in 
this place, he surrounded him with guards, nailed him to 
a tree, inclosed and hemmed him in with blasphemers of 
his Godhead; and, in this place, thought to have trium- 
phed. But the gloominess of the territory, which dark- 
ened the horror of tl>e defeat, signalized the lustre uf 
the conquest. While trophies of the victories of death 
lay all around, \h€ Seed of the woman wrested the keys 
from the tyrant who had the power of death, spoiled the 
whole host of principalities, made an open shew of these 
abominable and revengeful adversaries, and entered the 
strong-hold of their dominion, armed with the power of a 
conqueror, and covered with the gloi'y of a triutnpfa. 

Secondly^ These mighty actions in the place of skulls 
were done upon the cross. The weakness of the rod of 
Moses magnified the power of which it was the instrument, 
the blowing of .rams horns signalized the downfall of the 
wall* of Jericho, lamps and pitchers celebrated the dis- 
comfiture in the valley of Moreh, and the shame of the 
cross raised the fame and glory of the actions of the Lord 
our Righteousness on Calvary. This circumstance is ex- 
pressed with mysterious emphasis. <*He became obedi- 
"ent unto death." Is the sentence emled? Was it need- 
ful or possible to make it longer? Paul however draws 
it out, and, with an emphasis and tone impressed by the 
Holy Ghost, adds, "even the death of the cross." To 
have broke and dissolved the gates of hell, in a situation 
advantageous and honourable, would have been a cele- 
l>rated action; but to tlo this upon the cross, the mstru- 
meni of death prepared by themselves, raises the glory of 
the action to a mystery above our comprehension and our 
praise. Blind people, who had eyes, saw not the glory of 
the mystery; and tongues, in the interest of his adversaries^ 
cried, "Conic down from the cross." But knowing the 
strength in his weakness, and tlve glory in his shame upon 
the cross, he crushed the adversanes^ and yielded up the 
^host triumphantly. 
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Thirdly -i These great actions on the cross, in the place 
of skulls, were done in the'nature which the adversaries 
had spoiled of its glory in paradise, and over its fall, and 
its misery, ever after triumphed. Before appearing in the 
field of action, the Son of God humbled hinaself, and drew 
a vail over the glory of his person. He went forth not in the 
nature and strength of an angel, but inthe nature and weak- 
ness of a man. Nor was he in the original glory of human na- 
ture, but in the likeness of sinful flesh. Nothing in his ap- 
pearance looked great or formidable, or rather every thing 
seemed little and contemptible^ He rose not like a lofty 
cedar overshadowing courts and thrones, and promising 
protection to every wing, "but grew up like a root out of 
**dry ground,'* and an obscure family, which had no con- 
nections with men in power. On the cross, "many were 
"astonished at his appearance: his visage was so marred 
"more than any man, and his form more than the sons of 
"men." His acquaintances and friends on earth stood at 
a distance, and durst not own him, nor come near him, 
and testimonies of friendship and connection with heaven 
were withdrawn. But rushing forth against principalities 
and powers, in the strength of weakness and the glory of 
shame, he broke their measures, and destroyed their ' 

works, spoiled, crushed, triumphed in the nature which 
they had ruined, and in the most disadvantageous sit jStion 
of that nature. The weakness of the nature in which he 
triumphed, raised the lustre of the conqueror, and aug- 
mented the honx>r df the vanquished. Abimelech ac- 
counted it ignominious to die by a weak hand, in his at- 
tempt upon Thebez. In the rout of Gilboa, Saul could 
not bear the thoughts of falling by the sword of the un- 
circumcised. And in falling under human nature, in Cal- 
vary, principalities and powers felt vexation and anguish 
which we are not able to describe. 

Fourthly y These splendid actions were done in our na- 
ture, on the cross, in the place of skulls, by the Son of 
God alone. He had undertaken to do all alone. At the 
date of his undertaking, creatureis were not existing, and 
when he appeared on the field of action, no creatures, ex- 
cept adversaries, came near him. Words mysterioirsly 
emphatical are used to expi^ess this part of his praise. "I 
"have trodden the wine-press alone, and of the people 
"there was none with fne. I looked, and there was none 
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<<to help, and I wondered that there was none to uphold; 
<Hherefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me, ^nd 
<«my fury it upheld me."* Thousands of angels hovered 
over the cros8> Mid looked down with astonishment; but 
none of them appeared on the field, or took part in the ac- 
tion. Disciples came not near him, and friends, who hiid 
ministered to him by the way from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
stood at a distance, and looked from afar. The forces of 
the enemy covered the whole field, but he was alone. He 
knew that his Father was with him, and that his Father 
stood engaged to help, accept, and deliver. He knew his 
own strength, and thut assistance from creatures, could 
they have given^ny, was not wanted. In creation he had 
stretched forth the heavens alone, and spread abroad the 
earth by himself; and in the great action on the cross, he 
spoiled principalities and powers alone, and dissolved the 
gates of hell by himself. 

Fifthl^^ These great actions were all done by the Son 
of God in our nature, thtx)ugh his crucifixion and death. 
Under this consideration, the glory of the mystery of these 
actions rises before us to the highest degree of elevation. 
Nothing equal to this, nothing similar, nothing compara- 
ble, appears in the records of the reign of death. After 
the fall of a prince in the field of battle, his arms may tri-' 
vmp)», but name the hero who triumphed through his 
death! Samson died with the Philistines, and the sacred 
historian of that time says, <^The dead which he slew at 
«*his death were more than they which he slew in his life." 
But in recording the operation of the death of the Cap- 
tain of Salvation, the apostle to the Hebrews uses a differ- 
ent phraseology. «'Through death he destroyed him that 
<'had the power of death." Tlie operation of his death 
upon him who had t^ie power of death is a mystery which, 
upon the testimony of Scripture, we receive and acknow- 
ledge. By the curse of the law, a power of death over 
the transgressors of the law was placed in the hand of the 
devil, «nd till the curse was executed, the power could 
not be dissolved and made void. But the curse being ex- 
ecuted, and the Lawgiver well pleased in the death of hia 
only begotten Son, this terrible power is dissolved^ and 

*/*«» Ixiiu 3, 5. 
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cannot operate upon those transgressors for >vhom he 
died. 

After setting forth particulars of the history of our 
adversaries and destroyers, and descriptions of the person 
who broke their power on his cross; after explaining his 
operations against them, and the mystery of the glory of 
his operations; some observations shall be made, some in- 
structions given, some consolation adminisiered to saints, 
and some exhortation addressed to sinners. 

OfiSEHVATioNS. In the history of time the crucifixion 
is a memorable day — a day of power, a day of vengeance, 
a day of glory and honour, of redemption and liberty. — 
1«/, A day of power. In the diary of creation, every day 
is a day of the power of the Son. of God. "By the word 
<^of his power all things were created, visible and invisiblci 
^whether thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow- 
wers." In the memoirs of providence, every day is a ^ay 
of his power. "By the word of his power, he upholds all 
^Hhings,'' and executes judgment and righteousness in the 
earth. In the record of redemption, every day is also a 
day of power. His power is every day exerted, but his 
exertions are not every day equally glorious* Of all the 
days of his power in this recorxl, the day of his crucifixion 
is the most glorious. On this day his power exerted and 
magnified itself, in breaking the measures and destroying 
the works of principalities and powers, while the weakness 
of his suffering nature hid from the natural eye the gloiy 
of the mystery of his power. — 2cf/y, A day of vengeance^ 
Upon this memorable day, which before the beginning of 
day^ h34 been in the heart of the Son of God, the mea- 
sures of principalities and powers were not only broken, 
but their crimes were punished. These adversaries were 
criminals as well as powers, and as their crimes multipli- 
ed, their punishment rose in proportion. For one oifcnco 
they had been driven out of heaven, and thrown into helh 
But their conspiracy against the glory of God, and tha 
happiness o.f man, formed in hell and executed in paradise, 
their triujiiph over the sin and misery of human nature, 
their attempts to break the purpose of the Son of God 
before he appeared to raise up the glory of pur fallen na- 
t|^rc^ and their outrageous opposition tp lum after he ap- 
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pcared, were crimes which cried for imrnediate vengeance. 
Accordingly, when these abominable criminals drew up 
against him in battle array, he put on the garments of ven* 
geahce over the weakness of his suffering nature, trode 
them in his anger, and trampled them in his fury, and laid 
them under wrath against the great day of wrath, and re- 
velation of the righteous judgment of God.— 3flf/y, A day 
of gloiT and honour. When this day drew nearj the Lord 
our Righteousness made the glory of it a subject of pray- 
er, and a theme of discourse. "Father, glorify thy name. 
"Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have 
"both glorified it, and will glorify it again.?* "Now is 
"the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.— 
"If God be glorified in him, God sliall also glorify him in 
"himself, and shall straightway glorify him.*'t "Father, 
"the hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
"glorify thee-*— I have glorified thee on earth, I have fin- 
wished the work which thou gavcst me to do. And now, 
«0 Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the 
"glory which I had with thee before the world was."^"-" 
Read, O hearer, these precious words over and over, com- 
init them to memory, carry them in meditation round the 
cross, pray for the revelation of the Spirit in the mystery 
of their glory, and call to mind the memorable day pf the 
crucifixion, in which they were fulfilled, the day in which 
the Father glorified the Son, and the Son glorified the 
Father, and in which the Father glorified himself in the 
Son, and the Son glorified himself in the Father. — 4M/r^, 
A day of reconciliation, redemption and liberty. On this 
glorious day, the Son of God gave his life a ransom for 
many slaves, redeeming them from the curse of the law 
from the power of darkness, and from the bondage of cor- 
ruption. On this glorious day, he reconciled to God ma- 
r.y enemies, made atonement, by the sacrifice of himself, 
for the hostilities which they had committed, and removed 
eveiy thing that stood in the way of their restoration to 
friendship and honor. And on this glorious day, he ob- 
t(^ined freedom for many prisoners and bond -men, and, by 
dying the death of a slave, set their liberty upon the foun- 
dation of law and justice. 

* John xii. 28. f J^^^ ^^i^' 31, 32. ^ John xvii. 1, 4, 5. 
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Ikstructions. By reading, meditation, and pi'ayer, 
endeavour to understand, to believe, to acknowledge, and 
to use every way, in your conversations, the testimony 
which God hath given to the operations of the power and 
love of his Son, in our nature, upon the cross. — !«?, Endea- 
vour to understand this testimony. The operations of tho 
power and love of the Lord our RiglUeousness, on the cross, 
which the testimony exhibits, are mysterious and incom- 
prehensible; but \h6 testimony to them is plain. Though 
you already understand part of it, you do not understand the 
whole, nor any part clearly and fully. Use every mean to un- 
derstand it better. — With respect to means, we are not unfur- 
nished. Prophecies, prefigu rations, and histories of bis cru- 
cifixicn,andilIustralionsof the glory of the mystery of it, all 
confirmed with signs and wonders,andall in the hand-wriling 
and style of his spirit, are before us, and inviting, and com- 
manding, and furnishing us to search for the knowledge of 
Christ as for silver, and to dig for it as for hid treasures.-— 
^diy, Endeavour to believe this testimony. You believed 
it in the day of power, when it pleased God to reveal his 
Son in you; but among those tn whom the Son is revealed, 
believing ought to be the exercise of every day. In tfte 
dialect of christians, the life of faith is a common and fa- 
miliar expression. How is this life maintained? by what 
food is it nourished, strengthened, refreshed? Does it live 
by its endeavours uJ-Uveer derive subsistence from its own 
operations? In these there is no nourishment. By eating 
such unwholesome fruit, Christians fall into consumptions 
and disorders which bring them to the gates of death.— 
The object of faith, in the testimony of God,, is the bread 
of life; and in believing this testimony, the believer lives 
upon the Son of God, the object whom the testimony re- 
veals. Believe firmly, humbly, daily, and every hour of 
the day, this testimony which God hath given to his Son.-^ 
All that prophecy testifies, and sacrifice prefigures; all 
that history records, and the ministry of reconciliation 
preaches, concerning the divinity of his p«^son, the right- 
eousness of his life, the fellowship of his sufferings, the 
operations of his death, the power of his resurrection, and 
the glory of his life and reign — all is worthy of accepta- 
tion, good for food, and much to be desired to make one 
cheerful, healthy, and wise. Srf/y, Endeavour to ac- 
knowledge this testimony to the divinity of the person^ 
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znd the riches of the glory of the mystery of the crucifix- 
ion, of the Son of God. Before our text, the Apostle dis- 
covers to the Colossians an holy anxiety to establish them 
and others in the faith, and help them up to this high at- 
tainment in the profession of it. "I would that ye knew 
"A'hat great conflict I have for you and for them — That 
<Hheir heiirls might be comforted, being knit together in 
*'loverand unto all riches of the full assurance of under- 
<< standing, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of 
** God, and of the Father, and of Christ, in whom all the 
^'treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid." The glo- 
ry of his person, and the ignominy of his cross, form the 
mystery of godliness, which it pleased the Father to hide 
from the wise and prudent, and reveal unlo babes; and his 
testimony concerning it, confirmed with signs and won- 
ders of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will, is true 
and worthy of all acceptation. This testimony churches 
and Christians should believe with their hearts, and ac- 
knowledge humbly, boldly^ and openly, in their profession 
before the world. Be not ashamed to acknowledge what 
the Father hath testified with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven, and what he hath ordained the ministry of 
recouciiiation to preach concerning the riches of the glory 
of the godhead of his Son, and the mystery of the glory of 
his cross. Instead of being ashamed, we wish every hear- 
er to be able to say for himself, ''Dod forbid that i should 
**glory, save in the cross \)f our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
"whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto tho 
"w«rld."— 4M/z/, Endeavour to use this testimony every 
way hi your conversations. We would that ye knew our 
labour, our strivings our anxiety for you, with respect to 
this instruction. In extracting from the testimony, and 
laying before you the particulars of the history of princi- 
palities and powers, the descriptions of the person of the 
Son of God, who broke these adversaries, the operations 
of his power against them on the cross, and the mystery 
of the glory of tjpse operations, our design is not to blow 
up the vanity of the mind with objects of speculation, but 
to fill the treasury of the heart with principles of action. 
In the Epistle to the Colossians, Paul hath left us an ex- 
ample. After describing the pei*son of the Son of God, 
and the riches of the gloi y of his cross, he warns them a- 
gainst a vain and false philosophy, calls4her*i to action^ 
Q2 
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and summons every believer to appear in his place? and 
to work righteousness with both hands earnestly — to seek, 
to sftt, to mortify, to put gff, and to put on, as the elect of 
God; to teach and admonish one another, in psalms, and 
hymns, and spiritual songs; to continue instant in prayer, 
and fervent in the duties of every relation, doing all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him. Wherefore, my brethren, after the ex- 
ample of this holy man, and according to the command- 
ment of the everlasting God, we call every believer to 
appear in his place, and in the vigour of his principles, 
to put hand to works of faith and labours of love. Grat- 
itude; hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! gratitude 
tc> the Son of God, who in our nature, on the cross, spoil-' 
ed principalities and powers, and triumphed over these 
adversaries; gratitude to the Son of God, who gave him^ 
self for us, that he might redeem us from the turse of the 
law, and from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works; gratitude to Him is 
uttering her voice, and, under his love and authority, cry- 
ing in the ear of the church, Renounce the idols of the 
heart, mortify the members of the body, deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, put off the old' man with his deeds, for- 
sake the way of the wicked, the foolishness of fools, and 
the fellowship and company of evil-doers, and do justly, 
and love mer.<;y, and walk humbly with thy God. Grant 
unto us, O Lord, "that Ve, being delivered out of the 
'^hand of our enemies, may serve thee without fear, in ho- 
<^liness and righteousness before thee all the days of our 
•*life.V 

Consolation. Walk round these monuments of the 
power and vengeance of the Son of God, which rise before 
you in scripture, and read, consider, and believe, the in- 
scriptions which preserve the memory of his operations in 
our nature. Observe that particular inscription which 
faces the world in our Text, and encourage yourselves 
and one another, under the opposition of the world, the re- 
mains of sin, the suggestions of temptation, the fears of 
death, and the powers which stand in the way of the glory 
ofhis kingdom, in the latter day.- 1«^, Encourage yourselves 
and one another under the opposition of the worlds 
Through the death of the Son of God the world is over- 
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come and crucified. Before his crucifixion, he said to his 
disciples, <^In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be 
"of good cheer, I have overcome the world."* Notwith-' 
standing his victory and triumph over this enemy, the visi- 
ble opposition to his^interest, which rose in paradise, is not 
dissolved. In rude and barbarous ages, his people were 
attacked, for his sake, by tribulations, distresses, persecu- 
tions, rejjroaches, finest imprisonments, and all that is ter- 
rible to flesh and blood in dy^ng. But these, and the less 
violent metliods by which this opposition is maintaining it- 
self at present, are only the struggles of a deadly -wounded 
monster; and, as the mouth of the church, and with the 
victory of the cross in his eye, Paul gives a defiance to 
this formidable enemy. "Who— who shall separate us from 
"the love of Christ? Tribulation, or distress, or persccu- 
"tion, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?" — shall 
these^ separate us?— "Nay, in all these we are more than 
"conquerors, through Him that loved us." «To him that 
"overcomcth will I grant to eat of the tree of life, which 
"is in the midst of the paradise of God." But who is he 
that overcomeih the world? He who belieteth that Jesus is 
the Son of God. And what is the victory that overcometh 
the world? Our faith in the death of Jesus, who is the Son 
of God, and who overcame and broke tlie power of this 
enemy. — Sof/i/, Under the remains of sin. In our nature', 
and in our stead, the Son of God his own acJf bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, ttiat we, being dead to sin> 
free from its guilt and dominion, should live unto righte- 
ousness. "With him our old\inan is crucified, that the 
"body of sin mijjht be destroyed, tha^ henceforth we should 
"not serve sin." His triumph over principalities and pow- 
ers is a triumph ovea* all the works also of these adversa- 
ries, and particularly over siuj by which their chief spoiled 
the glory of our nature. Our old man therefore is a cru- 
cified power; and, though there is still life in its body, yet 
as surely as virtue and efficacy exist in the cross of Christy 
this evil-doer shall die, and all its principles, lusts, members^ 
and works, shi^l be rooted up, and cast out of the new cre- 
ation. Stand fast in your liberty. Believers, and, as men in 
arms against this expiring tyranny, go on conquering and 
to conquer. ♦'O wretched man that I am^ who shall dcli- 

♦ John xvU 33. 
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*<ver me from the body of this death? I ihiink God, through 
"Jesus Christ our Lord," he, even he shall deliver me.— 
3af/y, Under the suggestions of temptation. Wiih respect 
to you, the reigning and tormenting tyranny of our advert 
sary, the devil, is crushed for ever as a minisier of the 
curse. But for a season the power of teraptii)g is left in 
liim^ and as a roaring Hon he vvalketh daily abaut, seeking 
ivhom he may devour. But can thiy roaring and abomin- 
able spirit devour within the boundary of the covenant? 
Behold marks of vengeance in his vitals. The bruises in 
his head are incurable, nor can his whole kingdom afford 
a roller to bind them up. As surely as vengeance and fu- 

• ry exist in the vindictive and triumphant cross, this adver- 
3ary shall be bruised shortly under your feet. "Say to them 

.*<that are of a fearful heart, Be slrong4 fear not; behold 
<*your God will come with vengeance, even God with a re- 
"compense, he will come and save you."* Against his 
•wiles, doublings, and deceits, his false hoods, fury, darts, and 
blasphemies, hold up the shield of faith, and depend up- 
on being succoured by him who endurel temptation, and 
bruised the tempter. "For in that he himself hath suflTer- 
"cd being tempted, he is able to succour them who 
"are tempted."t To his ability add the consideraMon of 
his fahhfulness. "God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
"to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the 
"temptation also nrake a way to escape, that ye' may be 
"able to bear."|— 4//i/i/, Under the fears of death. Fears 
or this enemy are bodily weaknesses, and penal torments. 
Death breaks down our constitution, and divides the one 
half of our nature from the other. Fear of it is unavoida- 
ble, and, like weariness, sickness, or puin, annexed to our 
present state of mortality. According to the quality of those 
humours which prevail in the body, the uneasiness of this 
infiimiiy is more or less troublesome. Death turned into 
gain, through the death of Christ, encourages believers to 
bear up under it; nor should any of these allow themselves 
to be depressed and overcome by the strength of this 
weakness. But as a torment, fear of death is an impres- 
sion and operation of the curse upon guilty consciences, 
and, with respect to them who are redeemed from the 
curse and delivered from guilt, a false alarm rung by their 

♦ lea. XXXV. 4. t ^^3. iL 18. | 1 Ct. x, 13. 
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adversary. Under the terror of this atorm, turn your eyc3 
towards Jerusalem, and your thoughts upon the operations 
of the Captain of Salvation in the place of skulls. There, 
"through death he destroyed him who had the power 
<'of death, that is the devii, and delivered the children^ 
<<who through fear of death were all their life-time subject 
"to bondage." Then hear the sounding of his bowels in , 
Patmos, where he restored to vigour a believer who lay 
half-dead at liis feet. "Fear not, I am the r)$st and the Last; 
"I am the Living One who was dead, and behold I am' 
<*alivefbr evermore, Amen; and. have the keys of hell and 
«of death.**-^5M/y, Under the policy which appears to 
stand in the way of the kingdom of heaven in the latter day. 
This kingdom, which the God of heavcn,hath set up in the 
earth, and over which he hath appointed the Lord our 
Righteousness to reign, w^ e&pect wHl be more populous, 
more extensive, more gloTious, and more spiritual and 
heavenly, than we behold it at present. Pi'omises of its 
increase and prosperity have been the hope and joy of bis 
subjects- in the days of their tribulation; and the prayers 
and intercessions^ of many generations, together with youi^ 
own, for the performance of these promises, are in tha 
censer within the vail, and still unanswered by the throne. 
But the policy of this world stands in opposition to the in- 
crease and glory of the kingdom,and appears-discouraging 
and formidable. Though principalities and powers werer 
spoiled by the Son of God upon the cross, these adversa- 
ries have still a great interest in the earth. "Woe to the 
"inhabiters of the earth and of the sea, for the devil is 
"come down unto you, having great wrath!"* Through 
the ambition and lusts of men, he has raised thrones of 
idolatry, delusion, and blasphemy, and in th^se fixed ami- 
christs, who are the blackness of the power of darkness,- 
and the express images of himself; a^d, by working on the 
hopes and fears of the children of disobedience, holds the 
world in servile subjection to his representatives. But, as 
we have already observed, the triumph of the Son of God 
over principalities and powers upon his cross is a triumph 
also over all the works of the devil, and further an assu- 
rance to our faith of the destruction of the works, which* 
thi& adversary has erected against the increase and glory 

* JRev.xii. 12. 
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of his kingdom in Ihe latter day. As surely as th^re is powv 
er in his hand, and truth in his wordj and vengeance in his 
heart, the throne of the Man of sin shall be overturned, 
the kingdom of the Arabian Impostor dissolved, and the 
empire of Paganism broken in pieces} and when the hour 
of these vindictive operations shall come, this glorious uni- 
versal conqueror will find arms and armies to do his work. 
<«And I saw heaven opened^ and behold a white horse, 
"and he that sat upon him was Cralled Faithful and True, 
*^and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. Flis 
"eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head wei# many 
"crownsj and he had a name written that no man knew but 
*' himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
"blood, and his name is called, The Word of God. And 
"the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 
"white horses, clothed ijo fine Jinen, white and clean.-* 
"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it 
"he should sniite the nadons; and he shall rule them witfi 
"a rod of iron, and he treadeth the wine-press of the fierce- 
"ness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his 
"vesture and on his thigh a name written. King of kings 
< AND Lord of loi^ds. — And I saw the b^ast» and the kings 
^<of the earth and th«ir armies gathered togefher, to make 
"war against him who sat on the horse, and against his 
"army. And the be^st was taken, and with him the false 
"prophet that wrought miracles before h»m, with which 
*.'he deceived them who had received the mark of the beast, 
"and them who worshipped his image: these both were cast 
"alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And 
"the remnant were slain with the sword of him who sat 
"upon the horse, which sword proceedeth out of his 
"mouth, and all the fowls were filled with their flesh."* 
"Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered, let them also 
"who hate him flee before him. As smoke is driven awaj% 
"drive them away; as wax melteth before the fire, let the 
"wicked perish at the presence of God," "Alleluia! for 
<*lhe Lord God omnipotent rcigneth!"^ 

Exhortations. Unbelieving hearers have no spiritual 
apprehensions of the person, offices, operations, and glory 
of the Son of God in our nature; and upon them the tes* 

* Hev. xix, II, 16, 19, 20, 21. 
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timony of God concerning him^ recorded in Scripture^ 
and declared in the minisiry of reconciliation, makes no 
spiritual impressions. But we are commanded, notwith- 
standing, to declare unto you this testimony^ to exhort you 
to read, and to hear, and to believe it, and, in believing, to 
assure you of salvation through Christ Jesus, with eternal 
glory. Knowing the certain and feai^ful consequences of 
continuini^ and xl^'ing in unbelief, we would persuade you 
to believe from considerations of your sin; your misery; 
your privilege; your duty; and your interest now and for- 
ever.— 1.«^, Your sin. You do not deny yourselves to be 
sinners, nor that the wlvole world are become guilty be- 
fore Ood. "All have sinned, and come short of the glo- 
"ry of God." Oh that men would consider these words! 
What can we say of the principalities and powers in ever- 
lasting chains, under darkness? Scripture says, They sin- 
ned; and Scripture says, You have sinned, sinned in your 
rjspresentalive, and sinneil in your own persons. — 2flf/y, 
Jour misery. The origin of our misei7 is in the fall of 
our nature, and the weight of it is felt by the whole crea- 
tion. Alienated from the life of God, and enemies in your 
minds by wicked works, you are under his wrath and 
curse, liable to every misery in this life, and in that which 
is to come, and unable to deliver yourselves from any.— 
^diy^ Your privilege. Angels who sinned are in chains^ 
without hope of atonement, redemption, and reconcilia- 
tion. Men who sinned are under a dispensadon of good- 
ness, forbearance, and long-suffering, of hope, and of 
means of recoveiy and salvation. The Son of God step- 
ped over angelical, and descended into human nature. — 
the ransom which he gave for a part of our nature is sufS- 
cicnt for the whole, and the testimony of God concerning 
this ransom, which is received by many, is declared unto 
all...— 4t/z/t/, Your duty. *<This is the work of God, that 
*'ye believe on him whom he hath sent;" and "this is his 
^'commandment, that we should believe on the name of 
*«his Son Jesus Christ." The testimony declared in the 
ministry of reconciliation concerning the person and 
o£&ces of his Son, and concerning his operations and 
glory in our nature, is /the power of God, through 
faith unto salvation; and, in the day of believing it» 
which Is a day of his pq,wer, he exerts and glorifies his 
power in believers, by fulfilling all the good pleasure of 
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his goodness, and the work of faith with power. — Bthlyj 
Your interest now and for ever. Receiving the witness of 
God, which he hath testified of his Son, we enter imme-' 
diateiy into a state of reconciliation, liberty, and honour, 
while the glory of eternal life that hope laid up for us in 
heaven, is sure in reversion. '*Now the God of our Lord 
"Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, grant unto you the 
"Spirit of Wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. 
"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that 
«ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
^'riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints* And 
^«what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 
*<who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
^«power, which he wrought in Christ when he raised hijn 
^'from the deai" Amen, 
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irhen Jesua therefore had receixfed the vinegar^ he aaidy 

Jt isjinished, 

//^' MEN who have not contracted hardness of heart feci 
t^ernselves aFected very sensibly by the last woi^is of their 
frlendf). Under the ang^uish of disease, and amidst the sor- 
rows t>f death, words which are pronounced, and but half 
pronounced, interest the feelings, and mell the heart of 
every hearer. A friend who will soon speak no more b 
heard with emotion and tenderness, and the last word fixes 
itself in the memory, so firmly, that it is seldom ever after* 
wards displaced or forgotten. 

The last words of saints interest the feelings of (he pious, v 
and strengthen the faith of the believing heart. Of these 
Scripture furnishes some tender memorials, and, by 
words spoken in the face of death, shews us that ^le fear 
of our last enemy is not invincible. << Israel said unto Jo- 
<<fieph, Behold I die, but God shall be with you, and bring 
<<you again unto the land of your fathers." << Joseph said 
<(unto his brethren, I die, and God will surely visit you, and 
"bring you out of this land, unto the land whieh he sware to 
"Abrahani, to Isaac, and to Jacob/' ' <'Now these be the 
"last words of David: — Although my house be not so with 
"God, yet he hatH~made with me an everlasting covenant) 
<k)rdered in all things and sure; for this is all my salvation, 
"and all my desire, although be make it not to grow/* 
"And they stoned Stephen, calling; upon God, and saying, 
*<Lord Jesus, receive Ifty spirit. And he kneeled down, 
<<and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
"charge." 
R 
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But a word, move interesting both to our affeciions and 
to our faith, unspeakably more intcrcsdng than any pro- 
nounced before or since in the face of the last enemy, of- 
fers itself to consideration in our Text. <* finished," is the 
last word, or one of the last words, noi of a mere man, a 
common friend, or an eminent saint, but of the Saviour, 
who is God and man, and whoge pereonal tii.ici> «re Alpha 
and Omega, the B e ginning,, aiv} the Enduing, the First and 
the Lust. "When Jesus therefore had received the vinc- 
"gar, he said, It is finished." We purpose^ To ckscribc; 

4he person of the Sufferer; explain theipiieaning of lii^ last 
-word; and illustrate his manner of uttering it. The suita- 
bleness of these considerations to tlie solemnities of the oc- 
casion is obvious. Commemoration of the dying of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the manner and form appointed and 
commanded by himself, is the object of this day's cwTcourse; 

' and the last word which he spake in dying suggests scyeral 
considerations, which t)y the operation of his Spirit, accorr^^ 
ding tb the riches of his glory, will strengthen both our* 
faith and affections, and excite to a lively Commemoration 
of his death and love. 

It is proposed, in the first place. To describe the Per- 
son of the glorious Sufferer. Jesus, which is the name 
given him in our text, is God and man in two distinct na^- 
Uires, and one person, fov ever, and tlie substitute and re- 
presentative of men whom God haih given him. This 
sublime description should not be undervalued, because 
the terras are plain, and were learned when we were chil- 
dren. Tiiough these terms have fixed themselves in our 
memory, our knowledp:e of their meaniiig and dignity 
needs to be extended, and our faith in them to be estab- 
lished, strengthened, and settled. In order to these im- 
portant ends, the following particulars should be improved 
as means: 

Firsts Jesus, who in the facey and under the pangs of 
death, pronounced the word Firji^hed, is God. In the days 
of his flesh, men challenged M^ claim to be God; and sup- 
posing hkn to be guilty of blasphemy when he asserted it, 
took up stones to stone Him. *^For a good work we stone 
"thee not, but for blasphemy; because that thou, being a 
^man, makest thyself God." But the only Begotten of the 
jFa^rJheld his claim to be good;^nd from his claim, rea- 
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BoHv if it be not prepossessed, Infers his rig;ht. Under the 
influence of ambiuon, bonoi's will be claimed to which 
men have no right. But the demon ofambition could not 
set its throne in the heart of the Son of God, nor could the 
fcar of stones prevail on him to desist from bringing for- 
ward his claim into the view of the world. In liim all the 
fulness oflhe Godhead dwelt bodily; and he could be guil- 
ty neither of blasphemy nor of I'obbery, in claiming to be 
equal with God, and one with the Father. Holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, be neither ashamed nor 
afraid to profess th#*crcity of the great God our Savidqr 
to be your faith. The riches of the glory of his Godhead 
is one of the high springs of the river of the water of life, 
which issuing out of ihc throne of God and of the Lamb, 
conducts itself, not like the river of Egypt, into the plains 
of a single kingdom, but of the whole earth, turning dry 
lancfs into poola ui vVctLi:;-,-£^i^;;g-\i'l;:Ii-j:ngsss^ to bud jincl 
blossotiFj, aiKl the whole creation, as well as the pity of God', 
to shoTit and sing. Were the source of this Celestial 
Nile to dry up, ol- its; water to cease to overflow, every 
^veli of salvation wotild be emptied, the whole Church 
\v6uld be bumit up, and Christianity itself, lik^ grass upon 
houBC-tops, Svould wither and die. Go into Poland, as the 
men of Judah were ordered to Shilob,^pass over the islands . 
of Greece, sentl unto Keckr and the country of the East. 
Consider diligently the desolations which God hath made -^ 
in these parts of the earth, for denying the Godheiid, and 
•dishonoring the person and office of his only begotten Son, 
oirr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. From his Godhead 
redemption derives dignity;* and the means of it, his obedi- 
ence, sttfFerings, and death, consideration and efficacy. 
This rai&es their value above the actions and sufferings of 
a mai>,-ahd constitutes a price of redemption given for ma- 
ny, and sufficient for all. This imparts to his sacrifice a 
swcet-smelling savour, exceeding the flavourof mountains 
of myrrh and hills of franki nee rise; and this infuses virtue 
into his deatli, and advances it to an atonement and recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people. What shall we say to 
these things? Let us hold last our profession, and rather 
th^n deny the Lord that bought us, end make shipwfecl^ 
of faith and a good conscience, let us encounter any diffi- 
eulty, face any danger, renounce any advantage, undergo 
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every trial, and suffer every degree of loss, ridii;;ci}e^ aad 
contempt) not excepting the loss of life itself. 

Secondlyy Jesus, who in the face and in the ai^guish of 
death, uttered the word Finished, is Man. J n scripture, 
AS in a glass, we be.b<jld the truthy the fiartsy the j^/ory j^f 
his human nature. The trui/i of his human nature appears 
clearly in this glass* Seedof the woman.,, Seed of Abra- 
ham, Lion of the tribe of Judah, Rod out of the Stem; of 
Jesse, Branch out of his roots, Son of David, Secdof pa- 
vidx Offspring of Da^vid, Fruit of his loins,.are proofs of nhe 
truth of his human nature, as well as designations of the 
line of his ancestiy according to the flesh. Wilh reiatioiv 
to the same truth, Jesus is. said. to have been madi^ flesh, 
made of woman, made like unto his brethren in all things 
excepting sin, to have taken part of fiesh and blood, and, 
asoiM* Sanctifier,to be of one with them who are sanctified. 
In the same glass the ftaru.oi his huanan allure arQ cleaiw 
IfWi distinctly seen. Tire soul of our great High Priest 
was made an offering far sin; and while the offering burn- 
ed on the altar,, his soul was troubled^ and ex(;eeding sor- 
rowful even unto death. A body was. prepared fqr him, 
«nd be his own self bare our. 8in& in his. own body pn the 
tree. To bodily infirmities he subjected himself, and ap- 
peared in the likeness of sinful fleshy eating, drinking, 
hungering, thirsting,; weeping, sweating, -sleepii^, like 
his bretl^en. Like them he was afiUcted, wounded, 
scom^ged^ crucified, killed, buried, Quickened, revived,, 
and raised again the third day, according tothe scritpturets. 
lYiQ glory of his human nature is also beheld in this glass. 
In the likeness of sinful flesh, the state of our Lord Jesus 
Christ was lower than the origiujil state of our human na- 
ture. B«t though the second tnan. descended lower thaa 
the first roan, tliere is>a glory in bis. unparalleled hv^milia.- 
tion which surpasses the glory in the primitive exaltation 
of his figure* Tlie Second man, who is tlie Lord from 
heaven, rises above the first roan, who is of the earth, 
earthy^ and the Man of sorrows is greater and f^rei' than 
the man who was the image and likeness of his Creator. 
As a man he hath not only pre-eminence, but his titles shew 
him to be more than a man. In an address to ihc Father, 
the church of Israel calls him ^Hhc Man of his ri^ht-hand;f* 
and by one of the prophets, the Father ackuo^Y ledges him 
to be "the Man who is his Fellow.'* 
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nirdly, Jesus, who in the face and in the buterncss of 
death uttered the word Finished, is one person in two dis- 
tinct natiircs. This is a new, a singular, a mysterious union. 
Nothing eqmllln^ it exists among the works of God, in any 
pdrt'of his dominions. Before the Son of God assumed 
cur nature, and appeared in the likeness of men, his per- 
son was complete. When he took his part of the flesh 
and blood o^ which the children are partakers, he did not 
become another nor a more complete person. But he 
took to hlms'elf, or assumed into his person,.a new and an- 
other nature, which had not subsisted in it before. In vir- 
VJi6 of this mysterious assumption, his person comes un- 
der new considerations; The fulness of the Godhead had 
always dwelt in him, but now all this fulness dwelt in him 
bodily, distinguishing him from the persons of the Father, 
and the f loly Ghost, arid advancing him above every crea- 
ted person. Under this new consideration, the person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is trahscehdently glorious and deeply 
injj^sterious. The natures are* distinct, and each is incapa- 
ble of the properties of the other. The human nature is 
incapable of immensity and omnipresence, and the divine, 
of locality and weakness. But in virtue of their union ar)d 
aubsistencc, the qualiiies of the former and the perfections 
of the latter are ascribablc to his person. Though one nature 
be agent or sufferer, the Person God Man performed alj, 
and suffered all; and the actions or sufferings of one of his 
natures' are frequently ascribed to the other nature in his 
person. The Son of God suffered, died, and rose; the 
Lord of glory was crucified; the Prince of life was killed; 
God shed his blood; anli God laid down his life,— are forms 
of expression concerning the riches of the glory of the 
mystery of his person, invented and consecrated, and used 
under the authority of Insf>iralion itself; and though they 
seem harsh and dissonant to natural men, their truth anci 
sublimity, their accuracy, precision, and meaning, are dis- 
cerned by men of understanding, who are taught of God, 
and anointed and led by the Spirit of truth. 

Fourthly^ Jesus, who in the face, and under tlic sor- 
rows of dealhj uttered the word Finished, is the represen- 
tative and substitute of men whom the Father had given 
him. In redemption, substitution and representation ar^ 
•interesting considerations, which Revelation exhibits to 
our fidth, and without acknowledging these it is impos-. 
R2 
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slble eitlier to account for tbe situlrtion of our Redeem^r^ 
or to understand the meaning of his word. When pro- 
nounchig it, he found himself naili&d to a croAs, surroun- 
ded and abhorred by wicked men^ and wounded stnd ibr« 
saken by the righteous God. But he was .engaged in ^n 
enterprize for men, which it Was necessai^ to perform in 
their nature and stead, and which interested the glory o£ 
the perfections of God in their salvation. Bc^orq the 
foundation of the world was esiabUshed^ the plan of thb 
enterprize had been laid, and the exeeutton committed to 
him, and undertaken by him. From his birth lo the- mo- 
ment in which he uttered the mighty, and triumphant 
word Finished, be had been incessantly emploj'ed;. and th6 
last part of his work, laying down his life, only r^mamed 
now to be done. Before bowlfigthe head to perform this 
unparalleled action, that was tqi complete the whole, ouc 
representative and surety, in whose mysterious person th« 
agent and the sufferer meet together,, and action and pas« 
sion condense into one righteousness, raised Ih& voice and 
cried, Finishedl That is,<all is now over. Nothing which 
the Father hath given roe to do remains to be donc^ but, 
according to his commandment^ to bow my head and luy 
down my life.* 

It is proposed, in the* sbookb place, to explain th^ 
meaning of the Word which Jesus pronounced^ in the 
bitterness of death, and in the ears of his adversaries.-^ 
^'Finished" is the Word, and by its meaning we do not in- 
tend its signification merely as a part of speech^ but its 
sense and import with relation to the enterprize concer.* 
ning which it is used. Under this, consideration,, it is a 
great and comprehendve word> and will be found to pos^ 
aess largeness of meaning far beyond vuigar and natural 
^prehensions. The following particulars^ which we un- 
derstand to be comprehended init^ shall be itiustrated: 
' firety All things written in the law of Moses, the re* 
• gelations of tbe Prophets, and the psalma of David, con? 
cerning our X>ord Jesus Christ, before his death were ac- 
complished and finbb^. Th^ the fnlfiiling of the scrifX'* 
ture concerning him is in the meaning of the expression 
is clear from the words ki connexion with it: <«Jeaus, 
^'knowing that all things were now accomplished, that th^ 
^scripture might be fuJfilkd, saith, I thirst.— And thef 
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<^fttted a spunge. with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and 
^'put it to his mouth. AVhen Jesus therefore had re* 
"ceived the vinegar, he said, It is finished." Our Lord - 
JesusChrist, who isthe pihicipal theme of the scripture 
of the Old Testament, put honour upon it at his death.— 
Having power over his life, and having received a com- 
snandment of the Farther to lay It down,'h!s veneration for 
scripture was so transcendetYtly high, that, notwithstanding' 
the pangs and sorrows which he suffered, he held his life 
till scripture was accomplished. Knowing that the ofiev 
of a draught of vinegar was the last ckxumstance before 
his death predicted in the Psalms, he looked dbwn upon 
his crucifiers and adversaries, raised his voice, andbeibre. 
he yielded up the ghost, called forth this last witness ia 
proof of his being, what he had always claimed to be^ 
Messiah, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did 
wilte^ 

Secondlify Frefigurations ©f his priesthood, having fin*- 
ished their testimony^ bowed toward Calvary, and retired 
From the revelation and promise of mercy in Paradise^ 
till tlie hour of his death, when mercy met together with 
truth in his crbss, prefigu rations of our Lord Jesus Christ 
were, by the appointment of God, consecrated lind exhib«> 
ited uvthe sight of the world. Of these exiiibitions, the 
adtninistratlon of Uie Levicical or cereinonial law, and ex- 
traordmary providences attending it,, were the most exv 
pressive. The wh<^le administration was so conducted^ 
as to be the shadow and the ftgifre of him who was to 
coine. If the rock was smitten by Moses- ta furnish 
drink; if the serpent was lifted up to heal stings; if altars 
were raisedy sacrifices slain, blood sprinkled, and incense 
pffbred, all were types of Christ, and prefigurations of his 
death. But when the cross was set up on Calvary, and 
the great High Priest of our profession was nailed to itj 
these, and all the types^^ and shadows of a pompous ad mii> 
ifttration^ having fulfilled their ministi^y, and finished their 
testimony, withdrew, leaving the excellency of the glory 
of the whole service unto him who is the end of the law 
for righteousness. The Urim and Thummini, having 
finished their course and obtained their end, disparted from 
the office of the Levitical higli-priest to dwell in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in whose person are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom itnd knowledge. The nuitrc; the e]E>hodr the 
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breastplatC) ami robes, were folded up to be worn no rifioTe. 
The fire which had burnt upon the altar for ag-es Was ex- 
tinguished, and an end put to the killing of sacrifices and 
the sprinkling of blood. The clouds of incense and the 
pillars of smoke were dispersed and blotted, out, the cen- 
ser disappeared, the vail of the temple rent itself in twain 
Irom top to bottom, and the holy of holies' opened its bo- 
"lom, and showed its deeply-hid beauty to the world.-^ 
These innovations and changes in the admrnistrfftion ot* 
the priesthood and the law, arc particular illcistralions of 
this general proposition, That "grace and trutli came by^ 
"Jesus Christ/^ For the whole admhyistration,*with the 
pompous train of ceremonies,- types, figures, emblems," 
patterns of things in the heavens, wKieh Ifelcrnged to it, ha- 
ving; followed him to the cross' and heard the word Firiish- 
ed, bowed i^elf and retired. 

Thirdly^ The action with the prince of this world, and 
tbc principalities aind powers in his interest, Was finished 
ki the victory obtained by the Seed of the woman over 
these adversaries. For many ages superstition had cor- 
rupted the earth, defiling the minds and consciences of its 
inhabitants. Every where, excepting" Vhe land of Judah, 
the glory of the incorruptible God was eh^nged into ims(- 
ges made like to corruptible man, and his truth into a lie. 
The world was become the temple of dead idols, and the 
worship celebrated init the discipline and pomp brimpu- 
Hty. In the midst of this con-uption, the god of* this 
world founded the' kingdom of darkness, and raised the 
throne of iniquity, receiving the homage of the most po- 
lished nations, as weli as of the most savage and uncuki- 
vated tribes; and when the Son of God, \h the nature and 
under the character of th6 Seed of \he woman, made' a 
descent upon his dominions, he appeared in the wilderness; 
and, if he would fall down and wbrshiji him, ofiered to 
transfer the gloiy of the whole empire. But the grand 
attack was reserved for the cross^ '^nd there the arm af 
the adversaiy was broken, his power dissolved, and his 
head bruised, nie death of the cross decided the con- 
test, and gave to him who died on it the victory, and 
the keys of hell and of death. Finished! That mighty 
and tritimpihant word scattered the whole host of princi- 
palities and powers. At the sotmd of it they fled, and left 
' the oekbratioft of the tfiamph to the grea*^ Speaker, wh<^ 
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obtained the victory, and of whom it is written, "Through 
«*death he destroyed him that liad the power of death;" 
and, "having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a 
"shew of them openly, triumphing over them hi it/*'^ 

Fourthly^ The righteausness which fulfilled the pre- 
cept, ^jlorified the penalty, and magnified and made hon- 
orable the establishment of the law, vras wrought out and 
finished. All the days of his ilesh the Lord Jesus Chri^ 
^vas under the law. The men whom his Father had given 
him were under it — unJer its holy precept, which de- 
manded perfect obediencie; and under its righteous penalty, 
which'denounced infinite punishment. Their, redemption 
from this establishment was the object of his coming into 
the world, and appearing in their nature. In order to ob- 
tain this object, according to the riches of the glory of the 
tvisdom and holiness of God, it became him to enter into 
tlicir state in law, and, as their repres^nf^itive ^nd surety, 
to fulfil the righteousness of the law. In their stale, ana 
as their substitote and representative, he did fulfil and 
bring in this righteousness. From his birth in BeThlchem 
to his crnc^xion on Calv^ry^ he Was'ui>der the same pre- 
cept and penalty with them, and for them incessantly em* 
ployed himself in ful filing the righteousness, of the law, 
until hie finished it hy dying on the erps^. The sound of 
tl^e mighty word Finished, reached unto the heaven of 
heavens, and entered into the eair of Jehovah in his holy 
habitation. By shaking the earth, breaking the rocks, 
rending the vairof the temple, and opening the, graves of 
many saints, the glorious Lawgiver proclaimed himself 
well-pleased in the righleousness of our Surety and repre- 
senta{ive> bc<;ause ii magnified tlie law and made it honor- 
able. 

Ju/lhly^, The payment pi ll^ price of redemption wasi 
i;ompleted aod finished. This payment was not nvade with 
pieces of silver and shekels of gold: These corruptible 
things, though glist^'ing in the eyes and weighjty in the 
scales of the world, were below the standard and without 
the stamp of Heaven. The law demranded action and suf- 
fering, or obedience unto death, evei\ the death of the 
cross. Nothing different from these. could it receive con- 
sistently with its own honor, and nothing below the perfec- 
tion of these; could the Lawgiver accept as the price of 
et^efnal redempiion. With these^inthe hi^he&t degree .9{ 
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perfeclion, our Lord Jesus Christ made payraent,* and 
completed and finished it bcfom he bowed lus head and 
yielded up the ghost. Tlirough the course of bis IH'e and 
minktry, from the womb to the grave, he paid into the 
treasury of the law seyei'ai distinct sums* .Many good 
works he performed, and many temptationsand suffenngs 
he endured. These the law acknowledged and stated to 
^account. But till. the death of the cross, blood and life 
Vere wanting, and without the shedding of blood, and the 
laying down of life, it would not, and could not, set at lib- 
erty its captives and prisoners. Ail that the law justly de- 
manded for the redemption of the elect, their Redeemer 
fully paid. Blood was shed y and life was laid down. No 
paj't of the price was kepi back. Jn the action of shc^lding 
his blood and laying down his life, our Surety cried, in the 
face of the law and in th^ '^"^ '^^ the LawHver, '*it is fin- 

ifj tbe Wot^d Finished, which tbe preeeding pariiculai\ 
have, not «xpressed, it is briefly comprehended in- that 
which follo^vfe: ' . 

5z\fM/y, The work which" the Father gave him to. do 
in the day* ^f his fleshy was convplet<#y and honourably 
finished. No part of it was neglected or overlooked, no 
p^rt ©fit was mi^nianaged. Every duty was done which 
the precept of the law commanded, and every misery 
which its curse denounced Hvas endured. In thi3 greaj: 
and Comprehensive work our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Highteotis Servant of his Father, employed himself all the- 
days of his humiliation. Every day found him busy: "[ 
♦'must work,'* yeall know who speaks, 'nhe works of him 
"who sent me while it is day^ the night comethvv hen no 
"man can work." "Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
"us? behdld thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 
"And he said unto them. How is it that ye sought me, 
"wist ye not that I «»ust be about my Father's business?" 
Looking back upon the labours, ancl sorrows, and tempta- 
tions, and sufferings of his life, our great Undertaker says 
to his Father, the night before he kid down his life, "I 
"have glorified thee on earth, I have finishetl the work 
"Whieh thou gavest me to doi" The whole was wrought 
according to law, and finished in the highest degree of 
perfection. Ndthei* in his obedience nor in his sufferings 
eould a single flaw be found. The law approved all? afid 
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llic Lawgiver sustained the perfcciion 6f all, accej^ted all,- 
and glorified himself, in ail. Th^ finahed tv'ork is the rest 
of the labou^ring, a^^ the refreshing of the weary soul. 
While we commemorate, and .skew it forth according to 
his commandment, let us build npotrit the confidence and 
the rejoicing of our liope, and boast in it- aS the strenp^th 
of our life, and the rock of our salvation; singing, after he - 
hath finished, the hywn which celestial bands sang before 
lie began: "GLIory to God in the highest, and on "earth ' 
"peace, and gjood will, towards men.'* 

In the THIRD place, we shall illustrate^ the lAanner in 
Avhich the great SulTercr uttered his- la€t word, when b^ 
yielded up the ghost. Matthew htkI Mark say, that "he 
''cried with a loud voice." The same <:ircumstance is re- 
corded by Luke, who observes, that he pronounced these 
words, ''Father, into thihe < hawds I commend my spirit,'* 
In^ur text, John menlions a word which he uttered, not 
recorded by any other holy writer: "When Jesus there- 
^'fore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finishedl" 
The manner of ultei ing this mighty and triinnphaht word 
doth not consist in the spwnd of the voice, nor in the force 
and dignity of the proijencialioB, but inihe mfi^jesty of the 
sentiment, or in the vigorous expries^on of an action whith 
glorifies the perfections of Ood,enlivejis .the records of 
time, and fills eternity wiUi adoiiraticni and praise. Ultis- 
trations of it in the following particulars^ by the blessing of 
God, will strengthen our faith, raise us above our infirmi' 
ties, and Iciid us to liis table with the voice of thanfksgiving 
and praise. 

J'^trst, In the mouth of the Sufferer, the word Finished 
is il>e confession of a truth. '* Faithful ami True" are at- 
tributes of his person, an«^qualitie8 in his ofRce and admin- 
istration. Grace was poured into the lips of otw^Lord J-e- 
sus Christ, and truth dwelt.iahis heart'aod flowed from his 
tongue. By him dissiimiftition and guilie wcr£ never usted, 
nor was a falsehood ever uttered. His last word presents 
itself to the understanding and faith ot the worldy in all the 
evidence of fact, and in all the precision of truth. To doubt 
we have no ground, or rather, we have every ground- to 
believe and profess, that, in all its: largeness of meaning, it 
is most firm truth. The prophocies of his humiiishion were 
accon^plished^.thxs prcfigui^ons and fehadov^sf«f his deat*^^ 



V 



1 $0 THE PURCHASE OF REDEMPTION FINISHED 

\»€re substantiated; th« action with the powers of darkness 
was over; the righteousness of the law was fulfilled; the 
payment of the price of redemption was completed; and 
the work which the Father gave him to do was finished in 
the highest tlegree of perfection. Accursed be the prin- 
ciple, which,, directly or by interpretation, suggests that 
the Righteous Servant of Jehovah did his work partially 
or deceitfully, and went into the presence of bi^ Father 
with a falsehood in his mouth, and a lie ia.his right-hand. 
Before he bowed his head and gave up the ghost, all was 
done that he had undertaken to do, and all was done well. 
The comnxendation«>vhich a part of his work extorted from 
people in the coasts of DecapoUs, i^ just praise when ex- 
tended to the whole. Informed that he had made the deaf 
to hear, and the dumb to speak, they said, ^^He hath done 
<<all things well;" and when we read the histories of his 
life, from his birth .to.his death, we have reason to say, with 
respect to the whole complexly, and every part singly, bf 
bath done all things w^ll. 

SecondlVi In the moutb of the Sufferer, the word Fin- 
ished is me language of succei^s. The undertaking of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is an entcrprize of great dignity 
and ^importance. Glorifying the perfections of God in 
the redemption of men sold under sin, and through fear 
of death subject to bondage^ was his object. Laid in ba- 
lance with this, the enterprises of heroes, singly and com- 
plexly, are vanities and trifles; and to succeed and^put to 
this the finishing hand, was an exertion of unparalleled im- 
portance and consequence. Glory to God in the highest, 
our Undertaker hath succeeded. The administrations of 
this day are effects and demonstrations > of his success.-^* 
Unless he had succeeded, we should never have been en- 
joined to commemorate his attempt. . A prophet, fore- 
seeing the violent exertions of devils and men to break his 
purpose, and defeat his measures, says, <^He shall not 
^'fail nor be discouraged;" which is more than an insinua- 
tion, that opposition, which would discourage an ordinary 
undertaker, should not have that effect upon his strength 
and courage. It is very pleasant to read the langtiage 
concerning his assurance of success which prophecy puts 
into his mouth: "For the Lord God will help me, there- 
tofore shall I not be confounded, therefore have I set my 
^^e like a flioti and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 
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"^'He is near that jusiifieth me, who will contend with me, 
"let us stand together; who is mine adversary, let him 
^come near to me. Behold the Lord God will help me, 
*'who is he that shall condemn me; lo, they all shall wax old 
<^as a garment, the moth shall eat them up.** These bold 
and sublime professions and assurances of success operated 
on his courage, constantly and vigorously, through the tri- 
als and temptations of his life* When apprehended, con- 
xlemned, and crucified, they had their full effect; and un- 
^er their influence, before yielding up ihe ghost, he cried 
4viih a strong triumphant voice, "It is Finished." 

Thirdly^ In the mouth of the Sufferer, the word Finish- 
ed is the signal of defeat, and the sound of victory. In his v 
humiliation, our Lord Jesus Christ had a warfare t^acr 
complish, as well as a race to run, and work to finish. 
Never was lliere such a conflict as that upon the cross. 
The prince of this world, with an invisible host of princi- 
palities and powers in battle array, on the one side; and on 
*he other, the Prince of life single and alone, and to appear- 
ance, a weak, and friendless, and foi^aken individual. The 
salvation of millions depended upon the event, and this did 
not hang a moment in suspense. Victory declaimed itself 
for the solitary Sufferer. The heel of the Prince of life 
Avas bruised,— he fell and he died. B^t, in falling, he de- 
feated the enemy; and, through dying, destroyed him who 
had the power of death! What shall we say to these things? 
The commemoration of the defeat of the enemy, and tho 
victory of the conqueror, is the object for which we have 
assembled ourselves together; and every worshipper is 
addressed, by exhortations to the ancient Church, "O sing 
<^unto the Lord a new song, for he hath done marvellous 
"things, his right hand and his holy arm hath gotten him 
<<the victoiy. Sing imto the I^ord, for he hath done ex- 
«cellent things, this is known in all th^ earth. Cry out 
<<and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy 
^*One of Israel in the midst of thee!" 

Fourthly y In the month of the Sufferer, the word Fin- 
ished is the «hout of a triumph. Finished, in our text, is ^ 
not the voice of a defeated, desponding, dying man, but 
of the mighty, the conquering, the triumphant God-man. 
An expositor, wlio could not mistake its force and mean- 
ing, adorns his description of the action, of which it is the 
expression, V7'x\ the .s'^'cv/ of a c"";':r.://.! c»r.:l '.r-r-^rTi-Trt 
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tiiumph: "Having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
''*uTdde a shew of them cpcnly, triumphing over them in 
**iL" Oil earth do show, or t ppeaiiuice of tiiuniph, was 
exhibited; but a celebration began in heaven which is not 
yet ended, and which never will beended. Tiie word Fin- 
it'hid readied the invisible throne, and diffused fuhicss of 
joy through every coVjier of licaven. Angels, lookir»g down 
upon ti)e cross, heard it pronoui:-rcd, and en vvhigs, svviiler 
than the wings of the morning, flow with it inio the midst 
of the general assembiy of the spirits oi just men made 
peifcct. What hosannahs rose in tliat assembly, what 
psalteries, and harps, and voices, they used in the high 
praise of God we cannot knowl But when the soul of our 
ivc^eemer ascended from the cross, aiid, with exceeding 
joyv entered into the presence of his Father, it is not against 
tiic sense of Scripture, to suppose that the praises of con- 
firmed angels and redeemed spirits of men rose to new 
and higher degrees of accentuation. Nor is this all: TliC 
mighty word Finished shock the gates of hell, and forced 
how lings from the lowest, cells (;f thai bottomless dungeon. 
The wrath of the Lamb added to the heat of everlasting 
Luijiings, and a stream of brimstone from his cross pouring 
itself into the lake of fire, the whole face of hcU became 
suddenly inflamed; and, for the new ciimcs which the ad- 
versaries of the Son of God committed, in efleciing his 
crucifixion, justice iiifilcted new and higher degrees of 
puni^jl.mcnt^ • 

After describing the person of the SuiTerer; explaining 
the meaning of his last word; and illustrating the majosiy 
of the action of which it is the expression; wc shall open 
the way to the celebration of the action, in addrciises and 
exhortations to believers and unbelievers. 

Believers, This is not the day of girding sackcloth on 
your loins, and sitting in ashes, but of putting on the gar- 
ment of praise, and appearing in clc&n linen-, vvliich is the 
rigiueousness of saints. If the Fellow of Jchr?vah, even 
the Man of his right-hand, had not been able to pe; form 
his entei prize, or to finish the work whirh he h-ui be,a:un, 
we might have cut off our hair, and called for moiirring 
women to lake up a wailing, in Zlon. But behold his work 
is finished, accepted, rewarded, and shall ue not rejoice in 
the Lord, and joy in tl:e Holy One of Israeli Every be* 
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Ii<'vcr, weak and strone", is now Acldrcss'^d ia the laiigm^e 
of anriciU prophery. *'A\vjikc, awakel pvu on thy strenf^tii, 
^^f) Zinn! nut on tl}y brauv^ful garmtinib, O Jerusalem!" 
And- in the rmnner c>f David every believer should stir up 
himsftif, ^' Awake up, my j^lory! awake up, psahrry and 
*M-.:irp! I myscif v/'M awake enriy; I will praise thee, O 
*'Lord, amon<^ the pcopU*; I wi!I sinp; uiito thee amonf^ the 
**i>ations, fbr tby ir.eicy is <^i'eat unto the heavens, and thy 
*^truth uino the clcudsl'* ^*Sing, O ye heavens, for the 
♦*l.ord hath done it! Shout, ye lower parts of the eartlu*' 
in- the purchase of redemption is finished! "Break forth 
*^!nto si?.i£rinr, vc mountains! O forest, and everv tree! far 
•^Uie Lr)rd h.ith redeemed Jacob, and triorificd himse^l m 

BciieverSv Turn toward tlic cress of the p;roat Suff^-ier 
t'^e eye of, the unders;tandinf^, and, with the hearing of 
faith, li'jnour the last vovd wh.ich he r.tt'M'ed on f.'^is i^J••r!'l" 
x^H'nt of d.Mth. Iv-u)^Mia>je is net sufTirient lo d:spL\y iUo 
f'ches of lih glory, nor to express the majesty of his voice. 
C'onnbinations of dissonant ideas, thoui'h mysterious and 
effensiv^e to the ear of natural delicacy, are efforts of the 
weakness of languai^ to expr^^ss that which transcends 
expression. No combination of words seems harsher and 
more dissonant than glory and shame, triumph and weak- 
ness.; but in the crucifixion of the Lord of R:lory, glorious 
shame and triumphant weakness met tnj^ether, and upon 
the cloud which bung over him, stamped an union of qua- 
liiies "more beautiful and splendid than the colours of the 
rainbow, and *at itje same time more vivkl and awful than 
t!ie corruscations of lightning from his pavilion in the skies. 
Honour and dishonour, ^lory and shame, appear in his 
iT)anner of finishing his entcrprize by the death of the 
c"0S3, and exiiibit to the world objects it never beheld be- 
fore, — a glorious sbaine, a joyful sorrow and a pleasant 
pain. *'For the joy which was set before him, Jesus en- 
'^durcd the cross, despisinq; the shame." Me was crucified 
in weakness; but in weakness performed that which the 
strength of the v/hole creation could not effect, spoilini^: 
principalities and powers, which were the enslavers and 
destroyers of mankind, and obtaining; eternal redemption 
for millions of their sbves. If these mii^hty works were 
done in weakness, what is not his strength able to* per* 
form! 
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I 

Believers^ From the day m which Jesus, on his cross,. 
pro!)ounced the purchase of redemption finished, look, for- 
ward to the day in which lie will pronounce, on his throne,, 
the application of it finished. When the last of the seven 
miniatcis of vengeance poured out his vial into the air, 
^a great voice came out of the temple of heaven from the 
"throne> saying, It is done;" and in viaon, when the new 
heaven and the new eartli appeared, he who sat on the 
throne said unto John, "It is done: I am Alpha and 6me- 
"ga^ the Bep:inning and the End." Expect this glorious 
day. "Be ye also ready," "G^rd up the loins, of your 
''fnind, be sober, and Iwpe to the end for the grace that is 
"to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." 
Hope of this grace encouraged Paul under suffering 
and temptation, and emboldened him to finish his course 
with }oy. "I am now ready to be offered,. and the time of 
"my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight; I 
"have finished my course; I have kept the faith. Hence- 
"forth there is. laid up for me a crowji of righteousness^ 
"which the Lord, the righteous judge,' shall give me at 
"that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also who 
"love his appearing." 

Believers, Lay up-in your heart, and consider diligently 
in your exercise, the comprehensive and triumphant word 
which our Lord Jesus Christ uttered on his cross. Par- 
ticularly remember and consider it on the mountain of 
communion; and in the paths of obedience; on the waters 
of afiUjction; in the deeps of temptation; and when entering 
into the valley bf the shadow of death.— *On the mountain 
of communion, where you sit at liis Table, remember and 
consider his efficacious and finishing word. Celebrations 
of the finishing of the purchase of redemption are means 
of representing, sealing,, and applying to us the benefits of 
it; and though our communion is not restricted to these 
celebrations, his Table is an ordinance and mean of our 
fellowship, in his sufferings death, and love. After hear- 
ing from his own mouth the word Finished, you may sit 
down at his Table in full assurance of faith, and eat and 
drink without fearing disappointment with respect to the 
enjoyment of the benefits of redemption under his admin- 
istration. — In the paths of obedience atvd self-denial, re-' 
member his efficacious and finishing word. In every ef-. 
fort to mortify the members of the body of sin, and, to pet- 
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Ibriii the duties of holiness, faith derives virtue from his / 
finishing the purchase of our redemption by his death on / 
the cross, and from his rising from the dead by the glory ( 
of the Father^ "Therefore we are buried with him by \ 
^^baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised up from ^ 
<Hhe dead by the glory of the. Father, even so we also \ 
"should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
"planted together in the likeness of his death,, we shall bo 
"also in the likeness- of his resurrection; knowing this, 
"that our old man is crucified with hirrt, that the body of 
"sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
"serve sin." — Ch.i the waters of afiliction^ remember and 
eonstder bis efficacious and finishing word. In the dark*^^^ 
est liight, and in the most violent storm that ever blew in 
the face of a man, the Undertaker and Finisher of re- 
demption passed over these dark waters, and opened a / 
path along which his ransomed pass safely under his eye. / 
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
"theei and through- the rivers-, they shall not overflow 
"tliee.*'— In ihe depth of temptation,>emember and con- 
sider his efficacious and finishing word.- Through this gulf 
the Author and Finisher of our faith waded himself, and 
brake in pieces^ the heads of the leviathan, who plays in these 
mighty waters.- Wading after him, his followers, though 
they he alarmed, and tempted^ and accused, cannot be 
swallowed up and devoured by their enemy* The Cap* 
tain of salvation hath the- charge of them^and hath enga- 
ged to bring them safe to land. "For in that he himself 
"hath suffered being tempted^ he is able |o succour them 
"who ar^ teinptcd."-^In entering into the valley of the 
shadow of death, remember and consider his efficacious 
and finishing word. The gates of the shadow of death 
heard it pronounced, and the doors of the grave opened 
to receive the body of the Conqueror^ But through his 
death our Lord Jesus Christ dissolved the power of death, 
which the curse of the law had placed in the hand of the 
devil, and fmm this power delivered the children who 
through fear of it were subject to bondage. Celebrations 
iu the manner and pomp of heaven accompamed.this gran^l 
revolution of power, and within three days the God of 
peace forced the bars and passes of the grave, and, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, brought him a*gain \/ 
f*om the dead, delivering into his hand the keys of hell atid 
S2 
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of death. After this glorious Tevf^tion, which the deatl^: 
of Christ hath effected^ and the celebrations of it which hi9 
resurrection hath exhibited what harm bath death power 
to do any. for whom he died;, or rather^ hath not each of 
these reason to defy^ it as an enemy^ and to welcome it as 
a. friend J. 

UnbeUeyers are a niunerovs 4Ih1 obstinate class of pro- 
fessors. The pervei-seness of their temper is elegantly 
compared by our Saviour to that wayward folly which is 
sonoetimes observed in children whose obstinacy, no cor* 
rections are able to subdue^^ind whose fondness ik> conde- 
scensions are sufficient to engage^. ^If you^pipe to them, 
they are too sullen> to dance; and if you: mourn to them, 
they aret too gay to lament^'. This perverse class^ of heav- 
ers^.it is, how^ver^ our duty > to address, knowing that the 
Spirit of the Lord is^able to overcome the obstinacy of the 
. most froward, and the love. of Christ to melt the hardne^ 
and to gain the affections of ihe coldest heart. 

Unbelievers, Ye have heard a^ sermon concerning the - 
finishing of redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ on his > 
CF0S8. The sense of the^ comprehensive; and triumpliant 
word,, whiclv he uttered iB< relation to it, on that instrument 
' of death, hath been analysed and illustrated in your hear- 
ing. Upon the^natunal tendemess^of men, the last word 
of their friend makes some impression;, but the last word 
•f the Son of God, dying- in our nature andfor^our sins, 
ye have heard with indifference; and,, with the same cold- 
ness and grossneas of heart, you will pix»bably c^serve the 
sensible memosialS'iinder which this unparalleled expres- 
sion of- his love to the world is commemorated and cele- 
brated. Do ye deny yourselves to be servants of' sin^ or. 
the service ol sin to be slavery? Know, ye not that the hol|r 
kw hath served upoa the whole world a general indict- 
ment) and furnished each individual with a particular „and 
personal copy. ^Cursed is- everyone who continueth not 
^4n all things which are written in the- book of the law to 
^do tliem. What things soever tho law saith, it «aith to 
»them who^are- under the law, that every mouth may be 
^stopped) and all the vforld may become guilty^ before 

*^nod.'' 

Unbelievers, From the service of Mn and from^ihe bon- 
dage of the curse, you are not able to redeem yourselves*. 
N^hing^yott aix able to gi^ve, nothing jou we>ablc tad(i». 
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nothing you ar^ able to suffer, {MMsesse^ the worth of a rai> 
sutn. fiat for the redempdon of unknown miliions a price 
is paid.' The Son of man gave hia life a ranson for manf. 
That ransom which he gave for many, is testified unto alls 
and pleadable by each. <<God 8^0 loved the world that he 
^gave his Only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
^him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For 
^Kjrod sent not his Son into the world to < condemn the 
.^ world, but that the world, through him, might be saved.*' 
He shed his^blood for many, suffered for the unjust, died 
for the ungodly, redeemed them who were under the law 
from tlie^ Qurae of the law;, and <^we have seen,, and do testis 
^^fy, that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
^^world, who gave himself a ransom . for all, ta be testified « 
**in due time.**' 

. Unbelievers, Ah exhibition ofthe price of redemption is '« 
made to the world in the ministry of reconciliation, which > 
authorises every slave to plead it before the Lord &s the 
price of his own liberty and salvation in particular. This > 
universal exhibition of the special ransom is the mean by 
which.the Lord, in the day^ of his power and the time <^' 
bis love, overcomes > tiie perverseness of his elect, ani 
fiersuades and enables themto'^recdve.the liberty which 
their Redeemer ^purchased for them, and aU the benefits 
which he promises, eommunicates^ offers,, and bestows. 
The!ransom given for some is exhibited to- all; and, accor- 
ding to the commandment ofthe everlasting God, all, to • 
whom it ise&bibited, are authorised to plead it as the price 
of their liberty, by believing in Jesus Christ, that they may 
be justified ^. the failh of Christ. Belleyhig in Jesus 
Christ is an operation o£ the Spirit o£.Cbrist, and, under 
his influence, an operation of our heart. Sinners are made 
partakers of Christ, and of the redemption which he pur- 
chased, by the application of his Holy Spivitv In this ap- 
plication be works faith in their heart, and, by feith, unites 
them to Christ in the day of effectual calling. At this in- 
teresting period, lus operations in saving and calling them 
vith an holy caliuig^ ought to be observed and recorded in 
their experience. -By the ministration of condemnation, 
he convinces them of their sin and misery, reproves tlieir 
unbelief^ and compels them to plead guilty before God.s. 
By the ministration of righteousness, he enlightens their 
jsuoids in the knowledge of Christy renews theirwiUS} awl 



{>ei*suac1es apd enables them to receive Jesus Chnst^freely^ 
effered to all in the gospel. 

Unbelievers, The ministrations of condemnation and 
death, and of righteousness and life, are the means of these 
operations; and the diligent use of the- means is your duly 
and interest. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
according to the will and com«iandment of his Father, we 
exhort you to consider the nature, the extent,^ and the 
spirituality, the holiness, righteousness^ and goodness oT 
the law, which to every sinner under it is the ministration 
of condemnation' and death, and which, by its righteous^ 
curse, subjects every transgressor to the' strength and do- 
minion of sin, and to the power and oi>cration of the wrath - 
of God. And we also exhort you to consider the Apostle- 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ JesUs,:evidently' 
set before you in the ministralibnHjf righteousness and life. 
To this moment you have never seriously and diligently 
considered either law or gospel i and have ahvays heard 
with indifference every exhortation- to consider the one 
and the other. Harden your hearts no longer, O foolish 
and unwise! IRiead, considery andlielieve the Bible, which 
shews the wisrld the way t)f salvation, andMiear, consider, 
and believe the^word- of salvation, wbichNtlie ministry of 
reconciliation pifeachesta- the worldr«To wit, that God 
*«was in Christ reconciling the world wito himself^ not im- 
"puting their trespasses unto tbem^ and hath committed 
*<unto us the viford of reconciliation i Now then we are 
^^ambassadors for Christy as though 'Go<l did beseech 
"yon by us, we pray* youj in Christ^s stead, be ye reooncil- 
«ed to God. For he hath miide him, who knew iiosio, to 
«be sin for us, that we tnight be made the righteousness 
**of God in him. And we beseech you also, that ye re- 
"ceive not the grace of God in vainj. For he saith, I have 
"beard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation 
"have I succoured thee. Behold, now is the accepted 
"time; behold, now is the day of salvatimi.** 

Unbelievers, Read* over again these words: **!' have 
"heard thee in a time accepted; and in a day of salvatiorv 
"have I succoured thee.*' Conuder diligently the prophe- 
cy from wluch they are quoted, and take fast hold of the 
instruction which they communicate. In the person of 
the Father, Jehovah heard ^nd succoured. The Stan of 
hi* right-hand, even the Soa of man, whon^ he noM 



f 



BIC THE DEATH 0¥ THE SON OF GO;». 189^ 

stroog for himself, was heard and succoured. Succour 
and acceptance had been, stipulated, and succ\)ur and ac- 
ceptance were not refused. The cry for succour fron> 
Gethsemane and Calvary was heard with the saving 
strength of liis right-hand; and when the work was finish- 
ed, the claim for acceptance was admitted and sustained* 
The time of finishing was the time accepted^ and the day 
of succouring the day of salvation. A time. the most preg- 
nant whh the grace and truth since time had begun to 
run, and a day the brightest and most joyful, since days 
begun to shine. It was the day on which our salva^tion from 
sin and misery was accomplished, and the time in which 
the work of our Saviour who accomplished it was accepted. 
Unbelievers, Read also over again the addres^s to the 
world which is grafted upon the succouring of our Sa- \ 
viour in the day of salvation, and the hearing of him in the 
accepted time. "Belioldynow is the accepted time; behold, 
**How is the day of salvation."^ In this earnest address, 
^Now' is not a general and indefinite notation of a time 
and a day, which ended with the ministry of the Apostles, 
but of an accepted time and a day of salvation, which runs' 
from the finishing of the purchase to the finishing of the 
appUcation of redemption. Utito us, upon whom the endr 
of the world are oome, this Now is the notation of an ex- 
isting and running period, and, according to the spirit and 
design of the apostolical address, we cry in the ear of the 
worldj Behold, now is the accepted time for every weary 
simier to rest in the finished work of the Saviour; Behold, 
now isihe day in which, every unbelieving and perishing 
sinner is commanded to take fast liald of salvation from sin. 
and misery, by believing in Jesus Christy siiOt by the Far- 
ther to: be th& Saviour of the W4>Tld«. 
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SERMON X. 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE SON OF GOD CELE 

BOATED BY yiMSELF. 



Matthew xxviii. 9. 

And as they went to tell his discijiles^ behold Jesus mcf 

thcrriy sayings AIL Hail. 

'^NEVER maa spake like this inan,*^ is the a^^olo^y 
which soinu oiFjccrs made for not apprchcnchni.Y onr Lord 
Jesus Christ, and bringing him be lore the Pharisees.— 
The account which he himself gives of his speaking is 
jiiysterious and sublime. "I have not spoken of myself; 
*'but tlit Father who ^ent me, he eave me a command- 
•*inent what 1 shoukl say, and what I should speak. And 
"I know thatJiis commandment is life everlasting,; what- 
«soever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 
"me, so I speak." 

Before he died, and after he rose from the dead, onr 
Lord spake many good words. AH his words are good, 
and, to men of a spiritual taste ^'sweeter than honey and 
"the honey-comb." BT>t among the multitude which his 
Spirit hath recorded, therc-are two very notable, the last 
before he laid down his life, and the first after he took it 
up again. Before our Saviour laid his life down, the last, 
or one among the last words which he spake, is " Finish- 
ed. " The meaning of this comprehensive and triumphant 
word is illustrated in the preceding discourse. Tiie pro- 
phecies of his humiliation were accomplished; the prefi- 
gurations and shadows of his death were substantiated; the 
action with the powers of darkness was over; the righte- 
ousness of the law was fulfilled; the payment of the price, 
of redemption was completed; and the work which the 
Fatlicr gave him to do was fiiiished in the highest degree 
of perfection. 



THE urSUXlRFCTION Or THE SON OF GOD, 8cC. 191 

After he took Jus lite np agaiii, Uu first, or one r.rnong 
tl:c fiitit Mouis vvliich lit spakt, is "Ail Jiail." \\ hvn 
the scijpturt was turned ir.tu our ]aiigu*igc, tiiis pi.rase 
expi'jss'wd the mcc.iiiiJi; of tiie originai. 1 he ^i-ord winch 
cur LvJid vibed may uc iraiisiated aiifi paiapi.iased in tlus 
iiiai'.nei: 'Be glau aiKi icjoice in the Loid, yc daughters 
Oi Gjiilce. Ijaoiigli the blood of aie everlasting covc- 
nai;, the God of peace haih broui^tit tne a^ain from the 
d<,ic\. Yonder is Calvaiy, where ye beheld me ciucifiLd 
and in tliis gauicn is the grave vvh.ere ye saw me Ijuvled; 
bht now I am risen from the dead, ana become the firsi- 
fruus of tiitm who bleep.* 

In Older to illustrate n^ore clearly and extei^isively tlie 
meaning of this con.prehiensive and cheerful word, we 
shall speak cuucein;i;g the Lord Jesus Christ, wlio utter- 
ed it; Uic Persons to wnom he addressed it; the Place 
where, and the Day on which it proceeded from his lips; 
ana the Sources and Spiingsof joy ana peace in bejicving 
which k opens to his people. — By the illustration ol these 
particulars, may tiic Holy Spirit increase our knowledge, 
and confirm our experience of the power of his resurrec- 
tion, i' 

In the FIRST place, we shall speak concerning onr 
Lord Jesus Christ, whoutteied ihis gracious and cheerful 
Word, **All tfail " To speak of him in the ear of the 
world is never unseasonable, nor is anir thing in relation to 
him improper to be spoken. There is, notwithstanding, a 
propriciy in oidering our speech, and soleciiiig Ihosp con- 
sidCiations of him whicii adapt themselves to any given 
theme of discourse. Omitting, therefore, many things 
which might be spfiken concerning our Lord Jesus 
Clirist, we si i all on this occasion only exhibit a description 
which he gave of himself to John, in Patmos, some years 
after his udcension. '4'ear not, I am the Fiist and the 
"Lost; I am be that livelli ^r.d wixs dead, and behold I am 
'^alivc for evermore, Amen; aijd iuwe the keys of hell and 
^'f)f death." You will perceive a suitableness in this de- 
scription to the cirr.umstances in which ItC uttered the 
word, "All Hail;" and a propriety in illustrating the se- 
veral particulars of it in a discourse concerning this word. 
Firsts Our Lord Jesus Christ is the First and the Last. 
These sublime titles the King 9I Israel and the Lord of 
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Hosts claimed, as appears in several parts of the prophe- 
cy of Isaiah; and by these he distinguished himself from, 
and exalted himself above, every other king and lord.-^ 
All the fulness^ of tbc Oodhead dwelling bodily iq our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he thinks it not robbery to claim titles 
of tlie only living and true God^ and pailicularly to caH 
himself the First and the Last, which arc assertions of his 
eternity and immutability, nearly corresponding in n*ean- 
ing to these words, "without variableness or shadow of 
turning," and "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
"ever." Eternky and immutability are both attributes of his 
person and characters of his office. In his person he is the 
Flirst and th€ Last, or the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
^ver. And as he is eternally and immutably the samei& his 
person, he is eternally and immutably the same in his office. 
None was in it before him, and therefore in his office he is 
the First; and none will be in it after him, and therefore in 
his office be is the Last. "Who hath wrought and done, 
"calling the generations from the beginning? 1 the Lord 
"the First, and with tlie Last, . I am he.*' "Thus 
"saith the Lord, the King of Israel and < his Redeemer, 
^Hhe Lord of Hosts, I am the First and I am the Last, 
"and beside me there is no Ood." "I, even I, am the 
•"Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour." "Hearken 
^^unto me, O Jacob, and Israel my called, I am He, I am 
•*'the First, I also am the Last." In this sovereign and- di- 
vine manner, the God and Saviour of Israel maintained, 
before his people and in the face of the world, his claim to 
these glorious titles, the First and the Last. And in a 
manner equally sovereign and divine, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in our nature, maintains, before the churches and 
in the face of the world, his claim to the same splendid 
titles. "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the 
^^ Ending; saith the Lord, who is, and who was, and who is 
*Ho come, the Almighty." "I am Alpha and Omega, the 
^'First and the Last." "And he said utito me, it h done: 
"I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End." 
"I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
«First and the Last." 

Secondly^ Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Living One. 
"I am," saith he to JcJhn, "he who liveth." As the Son 
^Christ hath life in himself." The Life, and that Eternal 
Life, who was with the Father, appear among the titles 



CELEBRATED BT HIMSELF. 193 

by which he is distinguished in Scripture. «The Life was 
^^manifested, and we have seen and bear witness^ and shew 
^unto you that Eternal Life, which was with the Father, and 
<< was manifested unto us/' None, excepting the person unto 
whom these titles essentially belong, could say, <<! am he 
"that liveth," or, "I am the Living One." Before he 
was made of a woman and bom into the world, our 
Lord Jesus Christ was the Living One. When he died 
on the cross, and lay in the grave, he was the Living One. 
And now, after he is risen, and is on the right hand of 
God, he is the Living Ohe. Like his titles, ^^First and Last/' 
Living One is both an attiibule of his person and a charac- 
ter of his office. In his person, he is ^<the true God and 
"eternal life;'* and in his office, he is "the way, the truth 
"and the life." "Our life is hid with Christ in God," and 
the power of disponing it is in his hand. "Father, the 
"hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glo- 
"rify thee. As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 
'<that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
"given him." Adore, O hearer, the wisdom and love of 
the Father) in disponing eternal life to the Son, who is 
the true God and Eternal Life, with the power of dispone 
ing it to usl Celebrate the faithfulness and mercy of the 
Son, in disponing it accordingly in a testament confirmed 
by his death! And acknowledge the grace and power of the 
Holy Ghost, in appending his attestation and seal to both 
dispositions, and confirming these gracious words, which 
are the summary of both, "I appoint unto you a kingdomi 
<<a5 my Father hath appointed unto me." 

T/tirdfyj Christ Jesus our Lord, according to the de- 
scription, "was dead." In the description of himself which 
we are illustrating, his death is a mysterious particular. 
That he who is the Living One should die, and be num«* 
bered among the dead, is a great mystery. The mystery, 
however, is acknowledged by himself. "I am the Living 
**One who was dead." Paul, knowing the importance of 
the mystery of his death, made the revelation ofit the first 
object of his ministry at Corinth, as it had been first re- 
vealed to himself. "I delivered unto you first of all that 
<< which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins» 
"according to the scriptures." You do not deny the 
fact, but do you acknowledge the mystery of the death of 
Christ. It is not the death of a man, but the death of him 
T 
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who IS God-man, and Mediator between God and mail* 
Neither is the death of Christ the snifering of a martyr, 
but the offering of a sacrifice. He died on the cross, died 
for lis, for obtaining the redemption of our tmnsgressions, 
and for making reconciliation for our iniquities. Art thou ' 
convinced, O hearer, of the necessity of this expedient of 
reconciliation? -Upon the intervention of this mysterious 
expedient, a rock of salvation and a building of mercy ap- 
pear, to which the guilty ought to betake themselves, and 
in which they will find God reconciling the world to him- 
self by the death of his Son. But if it be refused, and set 
at nought, look where they will, they must find themselves 
surrounded with black, unfathomable despair. 

Fourthly^ Our Lord Jesus Christ is alive again, and ialivc 
for evermore. This part of the description of himself he 
introduces with the term, 'Behold,* and concludes with the 
word <Amen.' "Behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen." 
Irom the attention claimed by the first word, and the belief 
demanded by the last, we are taught to infer the impor- 
tance and sublimity of the sentence, the elevation and ma- 
jesty with which the glorious Speaker pronounced it, and 
the strength and sweetness of the consolation whicli he 
poured with it into the fainting believer by whom it-was 
heard. Nothing is of greater importance to our faith in 
the death of the Son of God in our nature, than an assur- 
ance that he is alive again in our nature. Unless his re- 
surrection had followed, faith in his death would have been 
vain and unprofitable. "If Christ be not risen, then is our 
"preaching vain, and your faith also is vain." But he is 
risen and dieth no more. "Knowing," saith a witness taught 
by the revelation of the Spirit, "that Christ, being raised 
"from the dead, dieth no more, deatli hath no more domift-, 
"ion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once; 
"but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God." «God, willing 
"more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the im- 
"mutability of his counsel, confirmed it with an oath;" and 
Christ, willing more abundantly to strengthen among be- 
lievers in his death tire assurances and consolations of his 
resurrection, aftet he had shewed himself aKve by many 
infallible proofs, descended in a manifestation of his glory, 
caused his gracious voice to be heard in Patrnos, and said 
to the disciple whom he distinguished with his love, "Bc- 
^hold, I afn alive for evermore, Amen.'* This condescen- 
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tf on is not only a monument of his favor to an individualy 
but a proof and demonstration of his love to the whol«- 

. Churchy and leads every member of it to a spring of con- 
solation which will never dry up. Christ liveih, and ever 
liveth; and because he Uvetb^ all for whom be died shall 
live, and reign in life together with him for evermore. 
' Ftfthl]^^ Our Lord Jesus Christ "hath the keys of hell 
"and of death." This last part of the description of him- 
self, like each of the preceding parts, is universally inter- 
esting. Keys are a metaphor denoting power and autho- 
rity, and under it he expresses his supremacy over the in- 
viable world, and particularly over those provinces of it 
which are called hell and death. In his hand is the pow- 
er of admitting into heaven the souls of the righteous at their 

. death, and of excluding from it and shutting up in hell the 
souls of the wicked, together with the power of raising 
from the dead the bodies of both, and of crowning the one 

' with everlasting life, and punishing the other with ever- 
lasting death. <«Who is this that cometh" out of the grave 
with the keys of hell and death in his hand? "This that is 
^glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his 
^^rengtli; I who have trodden the wine-press alone, and I 
"who speak in rigbtAousneas, mighty to save.'* When 
Christ Jesus our Lord, met the women of Galilee, and sa** 
luted them with the cheerful and triumphant Vrord^'^AU- 
"hail," as well as when he appeared to John in Patmos, 
these keys were in his hand; and of what importance is tho 
power expressed by tliis metaphor to the faith and conso- 
lation of his people, in all ages and in all circumstances? 
Over the invisible pnovinces, in which the riches of his love 
and the treasures of his wrath are stored, his supremacy is 
extended, nor in the creation is there an adversary able to 
withstand its operations, or to wrest the keys out of his 
han^. Unto the people of his love, entering into the invi- 
sible world, through' the valley of the shadow of death and 
mgh the gates of hell, is a serious adventure; and no con- 
sideration is better adapted to strengthen their faith of 
escaping the sting of the one and the pains of the other, 
and to assure them of a safe and abundant entrance, than 
the consideration of the keys of hell and of death in the 
hand of out Lord Jesus Christ. 
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In the SECOND place, we shall speak concerning the 
persons unto whom the cheerful and triuoiphant word. 
All Hail, is addressed by our Lord Jesus Christ) and €t«i- 
ceming them the following particulars shall be observed? 

/"!>«#, The persons were women. Though the distinc- 
tion of male and female is of no consideration with respect 
to acceptance in Christ Jesus, this circumstance should 
not be overlooked, being one of those in^ which our reco- 
Tery is a contrast to our ruin. In paradise the serpent de- 
ceived the woman, and the woman deceived the man; and 
by the man sin entered into the world, and death by 8in«< 
This is a summary account of our ruin; and in otlr reco- 
very a .gracious contrast appears. The Son of God was 
made of a woman; and through his death, in the nature and 
character of the Seed of the woman, having spoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, and destroyed the works of the detiU 
the tidings of his resurrection were communicated first to 
women> and by women preached to men. The destroyer 
of our race, who might recollect his triumph in a garden 
<^yer the credulity and weakness of the woman, was doubt-* 
leas mortified to hear the great news of the resurreotion of 
her Seed imparted ia a garden to women, whilelt was out 
of his power to hinder them to tell these news to m^s^ 
who in a short time would preach them to the world. 

Secondiy^ The persons were women of Galilee. Among 
the Jews of that age^ Galilee was a province out of which 
nothing great or good was expected to come. "Search and 
<4ook," said some of them on a certain occasicm, ^for out of 
<'Galilee.ariseth no prophet." Nathaniel,. a^4pan who wait- 
ed for the kingdom of God, Mras not free of tliiii^ prejudice, 
and asked Phitip if any good thing could come out of Na- 
zareth, which was acity of Galilee. But the illununadon 
of that part of the country, which the pride and ignorance 
of the Phansees despised, had been foretold. "Beyond 
"Jordan, in Galilee of the nations, the people who walked 
<% darkness have seen a great light, imd upon'tbem^ who 
"dwell in the land of the shadow of death hath the light 
"shined." Accordingly, following in his ministry the track 
of prophecy, Jesas preached often in Galilee, and from 
therxe called the most part of his disciples and witnesses. 
The daughters of Jei^usalcm do not appear to have inter- 
43sted themselves at all in his resurrection; But womeHj 
who had followed him from Galilee, were up that momiog 
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veiy early^ met bim whom their soul loved, heard his voice, 
saw his ^ce, and received ihis message to all his disciples, 
<<Go, tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there 
«shaU they see me." 

. Thirdly^ The persons whom the Lord Jesus^ saluted 
with, the memorable and cheeiful word in our text, were 
women for whom tie had done great things. Overlooking 
the daughters of Jerusalem, he set his love and his eye up- 
on these, outcasts of Galilee, and made known unto them 
the riches of the glory of his mercy. In shewing mercy, the 
ways of the Lord Jesus are not as the ways of men, nor his 
thoughts as^ the thoughts of men. As heaven is higher 
tlnoi earth, liis ^thoughts and ways ai*e higher than theirs. 
In the instance under consideration, his kindness and mer- 
cy appear in their circumstances wonderful. Is it not 
\vbni£8i!ful'>that he should cast himself in the way of these 
Galileans, and sahite them so kindly and graciously? Is i^ 
not wonderful that he should dispel their fears, and in- 
crease their joy? And is it not wonderful that he should 
make them apostles to apostles, and honour them with a gra- 
cious message to all his brethren? Are not these circumstan- 
ces marvellouidnyoureyes? From him whose name Is Won- 
derful, his* peophs expect wonderful things. He is woni- 
derful in dying, and wonderful in rising again; wonderful 
in hiding, and wonderful in nianifesting himself. In eve- 
ly consideration, according to his name, Christ is << Won- 
«defful." 

Fourthly^ The persons were won\en whose love to, the 
Lord Jesus was fervent, and whose zeal for his honor 
spared no expense. In their love and zeal they came with 

- him from Galilee, and ministered ^nto him by the- way. 

- In their love and ^zeal, they appeared on Calvary, saw him 
lifted up upon the cross, and behefd him die. In their 
love and zeal they waited till the warrant was obtained to 
take down and bury his body, followed it to the garden, 
and beheld the sepulchre where it was laid. And, in their 
love and zeal, they prepared spicery %nd perfume, and 

• came early to anoint his holy body. Upon the whole, 
while he lived they shewed him the kindness of their love, 
and while they supposed him deAd, they intended to do 
him honour. Whw^e, O hearcrs,^re the proofs and de- 
monstrations of your love to his person, and zeal for his 
liionor who was delivered for your offences, and raised 
T2 
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ftgain for your justificatkml What pleasures' have ye 
renounced for bis sake, apd to wbich of his members have 
ye' mimstered^ Are the name and honoi^of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ dearer to you than the things of Uie world? . I» 
his law the rule of your converaation, and^ his pl^aure 
manifested in the dispensatioi» of his providence counted, 
by your heart, holy, just, and good! By these, and such 
inquiries aa these, bring lo a tiiai your pnofesiuons of love 
to his name, and zeal for his honouc 

According to our general me^od,. the Place where the 
gracious wordy '^ All Hail" wa«t spoken by the Lord Jeaim 
is now to be con^dered. Some actions are S!gnalizedi>y 
the place where they were perA>rmed, and -some~word& 
become interestmg by the con^eration of the pfece where 
they were uttered. In the ia^anee before osy place is a 
circumstance wbkh should not^ be overiooked, and conK 
eeming it, the following particulars .may be observed: 

Fint^i The cheerful and triumphaiit word, which our 
version renders << All Hail," was. spoken in the neighbor- 
hood of Calvary, where the Speaker had been orucified. 
>^Nowinthe place where he was crucified there was a 
•(garden, and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was 
^^ever man yet laid* There laid' they Jesus. therefore, 
^(because of the Jews* preparation* day, f<»r4he sepulchre 
.^was nigh at hand." Though we cannot ascertain exact- 
ly the distance between Calvary and the garden, it ap- 
pears, from the record of John, which we have quoted, 
that it was not great. ^<The sepulchre," says he, "was nigh 
*«at hand." With his face toward Calvary) our Lord Je:- 
sus Chrbt pronounced this triumphant word. In that ex- 
traordinary situation, the sweetness of his v(^et the ma- 
jesty of his countenance, and the elevation of l^s heart, 
must have been inconceivably^ great. Remembering the 
pains of death which he had suiFered three days befoce, 
and looking forward to the gloiy that would follow his 
sufferings, he sMtted his friends with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, saying, ^Break forth into joy, ye daughters of 
Xxalileel Yonder is Golgotha,^ where in sorrow lund tears 
ye beheld me nailed to a tree, and crucified with Ihieves. 
But behold now I am alive, alive for evermore, and have 
the keys of hell and of death.* 

Secondly y This cheerful and triumphant word was^ie* 
ken by our Lord near t)|e scpidchrO} in ^hiph the hear^ 
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ers had seen kib body laid) and out of which h» wa$ newly 
risen. It was at the sepulchre wlwre the ai>gel appeared 
and aaid to the womeo^ ^^Qo quickly, vitd tell his disciples 
<Hhat he is risen irom the dead^" and it was not far from 
it whece Jeaus met them^and mftde hhnself known. Un- 
to, some hearers ttiis elf cumstance will he reckoned trivial 
and unimportant; but there a»re hearet^ to whoni it ap- 
fiears aerieua »id interesting. The grave i» a bed hung 
all round with Gurtsdn^of darkness. Few^of the liviiig are 
able to think of laying down in it, and sleeping among. 
worms, without tuming pale. The Iiope of the resurrec- 
tknof-the dead, or of delivjerance from the power of tte 
grave, is one of the best and most efficacious means to 
preserve the eoknir. of the countenance, and strengthen 
the nerves of the mtnd under this infirmity of our flesh. 
To this lively hope we ure begotten again by the resur- 
miion of Jesus Christ from the dea4. Tlxe grave is a 
place in which he lay hiflpelf* . Were he still lying in it, 
what could we do? ~ Of all men Chi*istians,would be the 
most misersbble* But Christ i» not tberec <'He is risen, 
<'aa he said;" and after he rose* sa much was hb heart set 
upon eommuntcaving the news and diffusing the jey of 
his resurrection, thatohe^hrew himself in the way of son>e 
of his friends, and, near the sepulchre in which they had 
beheld his body laid,. saluted them in this cheerjul manner, 
^^All Hail." 

Thirdly^ This cheerful word was spoken by our Lord 
in the way thai led from the sepulchre to the house in 
which his disciples^ were lo<^ged. The women, inCo whose 
way he threw himself, had been at his sepulchre, where 
an angel informed them of ius resurrection, and com mas - 
ded them In^l haste totelihis disciples* In a state ef 
mind compounded of fear and great joy, these. daughters 
of Abraham departed from the sepulchre, and ran to deli- 
ver unto the disciplea the message which they were ho^ 
.noured to bear. While Ihey were in the way, and under 
the compound influence of fesgr and joy, running .with their 
message, Jesus met them himself, and saluted them with, 
«A11 Hail." What are ye thinking of this meeting? Is it 
a common or aocidental occurrence? By the one side it 
was wholly unexpected;, by the other it ,had been wisely 
planned, and was graciously and seasonably vouchsafed. 
Jin order to excil^f our attention; and raise our adx^ratioii 
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of the kifidfiess and love of God oirr Sanriour in ihe meet«. 
ing, the holy writer hath maerted the word ^hehold" in 
his record of it: ^'Behold, Jesus met them." Call to re- 
membrance an acknowledgement of whdom and sover- 
eignty, of mercy, and peace, in a meeting recorded andy 
celebrated by the prophet Isaiah: ^^Thou • meetest btpii 
<<who re}dceth, and worketh righteoiisnessr likn whose* 
"membereth thee in thy ways." These holy won^en, un- 
der Impressions of fear and joy, were running the way 
which the sertent of the resuri^ection had sent them, and, 
in the way, the Lord of the resurrection met them with 
the keys of hell and of death in Ihs hand. Gracious meet- 
ing! In obeying the voice of his servant, th^ 'Master him- 
self appears to them^ dispels their £»nr, strengthens thdr 

faith, increases their joy, andeonBrms their m^sagell 

• „>'..♦ . , _j ^ 

The Day on which this graeidus w^rd, All Hail, was 
spoken, is ncrtable, as well as the pkce. You will recol- 
lect that this circumstance is the fourth head of our 
general method. .Concerning it, the blowing -particulars 
' shall be observed and illustrated: 

Jfirsf^ It was the day of the Lm^. In tbeannals of 
time, the day of the Lord *is a' memorable day. Since 
time began to run, and days began 4o he numbered; there 
hath been no day Mke^ it. Ask now of the days which are 
past, since the day that God created man upon the earthy 
and you- will find' no day equal to this on^ which- the Lord 
Jesus was '^declared to be the Son God with power, ac- 
"cordingto the S[^it of holiness, by the resurpeetion from 
«the dead." The day on which Noah came out of thetirk, 
and the seed of Abraham frame up from Egypt, the day on 
which Jonah came^utof the belly of the^wiiale, und the 
children of I:>rael, according to the prophecy of Ezekiei, 
rose oiit of their graves, were days of power «tnd redemp- 
tion; but the brightness of theses and aU other days of tem- 
poral deliverances, is faint, compared with the splendour 
of the Bay on wliichthe God of peace loosed the pains of 
death, brought again fromthe dead, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, our Lord Jesus -Christ, and de- 
clared himself well-pjeased in the etetnal redemption 
which he4iad obtained. On this giorious day, the Right- 
eous Servant of Jehovah ceased from his work, and en- 
tered into^ hb rest. On this glorious day, tlie Stone reject- 



ed by the i>tillders was declared head 6f the comer, and 
the Son af man acknowledged Lord of the dead^and liv- 
ing. Of the celebrated day on which the son and moon 
stood still in their habitation, till the arms of Israel tnum- 
phed over tb^ Amorites, the sacred writer says, <<There 
^'was no day," bef(H*e or' after in the annals of war, <^like 
(Hhat in which the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man.'* 
And in the annals of peace and reconciliation, we may tru^ 
!y say, there is no day before or after like that day of the, 
Lord, on which he brake the gates and bars of the grave, 
laid- hold on the keys of hell and death, and, with an All 
Hail, filled the women of Galilee with joy unspeakable 
and fttU of^lory. 

Secondly i It was the first day of the Lord in a distin- 
guishing and eminent consideration. Before it there were 
days wluch are called .days of the Lord, and aAer it there 
are days, which are called days of the Lord; hot ifl the 
distinguisbed and eminent ^senae of the expression, this is 
the first day of the Lord. It was the first day in which 
the Lord our Righteo^«)ess> who died for our sins, reviv.^ 
and appeared the first begotten of ihe dead; the first day 
of the li£^iv!»ch, in^trar nature^ he now liveth unto God; 
the first day of barest from the labours, aud sorrows, and 
teropts^ns, which he • endured for our redemption;^ the 
first tlay 'of hiahohour and egudtation, as the righteous Ser- 
vant of the Father, and the generous Surety of his people^ 
and the first day of the gladness of his heart, in that ful<i> 
ness of joy,, and those pleasures for evermore, which are 
the issue and reward of his humiliation and sorrow. Joy- 
ful day! On the first day of time, when the creation b^* 
gan to rise, and the corner-stone of ihe universe tb appear, 
<Hhe morning stars sang together, BXkd the. sons of G<ki 
«shoutcdfor joy;'* and on the first day of the Lord, when 
he revived, put off the linen in which his body had been 
buried, wrapped together the napkin that had been about 
bis head, laid it in a comer by itself, arrayed himself in 
newly«<:reated raiotent, walked forth into the paths of life, 
and saluted the women of Galilee, All Hail, thpre was a 
fulnessof joyin heaven among elect angels, and spirits of 
just ftien, for wMch we have no better expressions than 
"This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will be 
"glad and rejoice in it." * "Now is come salvation, and 
"strength, and the kingdom of our God; and the power ni 
"bis Christ." 
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Thirdly 9 It was the day of the Lord which) in comme- 
moration of his resurrectiotiy he appointed to be observed 
and celebrated throughout all generations. Concerning 
the celebration of it^ his will was not yet signified; but there 
is no ground to doubt, or rathei^^th^e is good reason to 
believe^ that it was signified before he asceBded. Some 
glorious days of the Son of man upon earthy he liath been 
pleased to overshadow and hide fmm every eye. The 
day of bjis birth, the day of his baptism, the day of hi» 
transfiguration are not known; and, could they be ascer- 
tained, there is uo signification of his pleasure for record- 
ing and sanctifying these, nor even for regarding and sanc- 
tifying the day of his death, nor the day of his ascension^ 
which may be knowpr The day of his resurrection is ther 
only day pf the Sob of mm which be hath commanded to 
be called <fa delight, and the holy of the Lord honorable." 
Ths nature and form of the woi^ship to be ascnbed an it 
unto Goa through him^ may be collected from his saluta^^ 
tion to the women^of Gatileer As it was the first day oF 
the gladness of his own hearty afie^ thc^ sorrow of his hu* 
Juili^tioU) it is hi& pleasure,^ that, in memory of it> the first 
day of evej^y week be a ^y of giadc^ss aad rc^icing, onr 
whjicb the whole Churchi shoufdr aserti)e blessing, and 
jhonor, and gWy) and t^aoksgiviog^ t0 the Father, wbo 
raised him from the dead, ana ^ve him. glory> Uiat our 
iaith and hope might be in God« 

Fourthly i It .was early on the day of the Lord. Jesus 
rosfs eady, and the women wh6 sought him were ear- 
ly at his sepulchre. All Hail was a wohl of the morning« 
fi^d^ to them 3yho heard it, furnished a pleasant theme oi 
meditation and discourse the ifhole day. To m^et the 
Lord Jesus, and to hear .a word from him at any hour of 
the day, is . a (gracious iiUerview; but to meet him in his 
morning walk, and at that time to hear fi-om him an All 
Hail, is inconceivably sweet and pleasant, becaiise it fur* 
uishes a feast to the hearer, satisfies his soul as with mar- 
i*ow and fatness, and strengthens him to rejoide in his name 
all the day. The gdng forth, of the .Lord Jesus is prepared 
as the. morning; and blessed are Uie seekers whom he 
meets in his going forth, and unto whom he condescends 
to speak. Knowing his countenance to be excellent, and 
his voice pleasant, they would see the former, and hear 
the latter every morning. <(Cau^ me to hear thy loving 
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«*finc!ncsa in ^ the momiflg," is one of theit* prayers; and 
that <'it is a good thii>g to slicw forth his loving kindness 
<*in the morning,** is their experience. 

In the LAST place, according to our method^ we shall 
lead you to the springs and sources of joy and peace in 
believing, which, by his All Hail, the Lord Jesus Christ 
hath opened unto them who ieek his face and love his 
name. 

FirBt<i Ood is glorified. The glory of God in the resur- 
rection of Christ is a spring of joy which will never dry 
up, and which will always send forth livmg water. Un- 
4ess God had glorified himself in raising up Jesu^ our 
Lord from the dead, we could never have drawn consola- 
tion from his resurrection*, but, af^er hearing that he rai* 
sed him by bis glory, and ta his glory, there is no law a- 
gainst our consolation, no enemy to take our joy from\is, 
no guih to destroy our peace with God, and t\6 misery in 
whiGh,^for his sake, we may not take pleasure. By their 
efficiency in redemption, each person of the Godhead glo- 
rified himself, and each person glorified each person. The 
Father glorified himself, and glorified the Son and the Spirit; 
the Son glorified himself^ and glorified the Father and the 
Spirit; the Spirit glorified himself, and glorified the Father 
and the Son. Their communion in the j^lory of redemption 
is the source of everlasting consolation to the redeemed; atid 
hence, when the resurrection of Christ proclaimed it to 
be-obtained and accepted, he threw himself in the way of 
the women of Galilee, and, in the fulness and gladntss of 
liis heart, called upon them to break forth into joy. Be- 
hold this source of everlasting consolation! Approach, O 
thou afflicted, tossed, oppressed, arid not comforted; draw 
water, and, with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 
drink abundantly! *«The meek shall increase their joy in 
"the Lord, and the pobr among tnen shall rejoice in the 
"Holy One of Israel." 

SecoMiy^ By his resurrection Christ is justified in the 
Spirit. The justification of our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
ground} itt law, of the justification of all for whom he died, 
and to them a rich spring of everlasting consolation, and 
good hope through g[race. Under the imputation and 
charge of their unrighteousness and guilt, he laid his life 
down; and having made reconciliation for their iniquities ' 
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and brought in everlasting righteousness, by his obedience 
unto death> in his resurrection he was absolved and decla- 
red a just person and a righteous Head. The agency of 
the Spirit in his resurrection and justification should not 
be overlooked in drawing from these sources our consola- 
tion and our hope. By the Spirit the Lord Jesus was 
qtiickened, and in the Spirit hewas justifiedi In his re- 
surrection and justification, there was a concurrence of 
operation and glory among the persons of the Godhead* 
With his own power, the power of the Father and of the 
Spirit exerted itself conjunctly and gloriously. In some 
texts, the operation of one of the persons is expressed, and 
in others, the operation of another; but in every text, the 
concurrence of each in operation and glory is included* 
The concurrence of persons in bis resurrection and justifi- 
cation is a living spring of rich and abundant consolation, 
and"a vigorot^s principle of that boldness which repels the 
fear of condemnation, and fills the heart with joy in God, 
through him by whom we receive the atonement. "Who 
"shall lay any tl-king to the charge of God's elect? It is-God 
"that justifioth: Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
"who died, yea, rather who is risen again."' 

Thirdly^ Christ being raised from the dead, dietb no 
more. For sin he died^once, and unto sin h0 died once. Dy- 
ing once tor it and unto it, be dieth no nqore; death hath no 
more domini(Hi over him. In- dying for it, he bare it in 
his own body on the tree, «nd procured pur justification; 
In dying unto it, he delivered himself from it, and redeem- 
ed us from its tyranny and pollution. Unto these springs 
of everlasting consolation and hope, the Lord Jesus 
led the disciple whom he loved, and recovered him out of 
the faint into which he had fallen in Patmos; and, by living 
water issuing from them, the spirits of his people have 
been often brought again, and their hearts strenglhened 
in his love. After hearing of his dying for and unto sin, 
nothing is more reviving and streogthemng to the fearftil 
heart, and the sorrowful spirit, than to hear that he livetb 
unto God. Out of this well of salvation^ wlijch is always 
full of water, bis people have been refreshed under all dis- 
pensations, and in all ages. David came to it in his sor- 
rowful days, di^nk abundantly, and praised the fountain 
exceedingly. "The Lord liveth, and blessed be ray Rock, 
"and let the God of my salvation be exalted.** When every 
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brook is dried up, and every helper of joy gone to the 
other side of the river, "Behold I aro alive for evermore, 
<<Arnen," will reanimate the faint, and make the sorrowful 
to shout and sing. While he is alive, waters will break 
out in wildernesses, and streams in deserts. "When 
"the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, 
"and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear 
"them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them; I will 
"open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of 
"the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of waler, 
"and the dry land springs of water." 

Four t My ^ Principalities and powers are broken and 
scattered. All the days of his flesh, and particularly when 
suffering and dying, the Lord Jesus was, in ways which 
we are not able to describe, assailed by these -adversaries 
of love and redemption to men. But by his right-hand and 
glorious arm, by his obedience unto death, even the death 
of the cross, he obtained the victory, and triumphed glori- 
ously. Though their existence was not destroyed by his 
death, their power was utterly broken. They coufd nei- 
tlier hinder him to rise from the dead, nor, after his resur*- 
reclion, attack him as before. The scattering of these 
powers by the death of Christ, of which his resurrection 
is a demonstration, is an high spring of consolation to us, 
who are not yet out of their reach. They are still formid- 
able, and, by means of the strength and deceitfulness of 
our corruptions, and the imskilfulness and feebleness of our 
hands in putting on our armour, obtain over us some ad- 
vantages. Bpt though they affright us with the noise of 
their roaring, and wound us by the sharpness of their 
temptations, through him who loved us we are fnore than 
conquerors, and at last we shall behold them confounded 
and crushed, and made his footstool. In the mean time, 
the power of his resurrection is a standard lifted up^against 
these disturbersof our peace, and tempters of our souls; and 
under our contentions with them, and vexations by them, 
we are assured of the sympattiy of his love, and the sup- 
port of his throne. "For in that he himself hath suffered 
"being tempted, he is able to succour them who are 
"tempted." "For we have not an high priest, who can 
"not be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but 
*<was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
U 
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'*tbat we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
"of need." 

Fjfthlijy The power of death, which the curse of the 
law had placed in the hand of the devil, is, with respect to 
believers in the death and resurrection of Christ, dissolved. 
Compare his cheerful and triumphant word to the women 
on the morning of his resurrection, with an exhibition of 
the effect of his death upon the adversary who had the 
power of death, and you will perceive this to be one of the 
sweetest and richest springs of consolation which his love 
hath opened. "Forasmuch, then, as the children are par- 
"takers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
"part of the same, that through death he might destroy 
"him wlx) had the power of death, that is the devil. And 
"deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
"life-time subject to bondage." Unto men it is appointed 
once to die. With respect to men in Christ, this appoint- 
ment, though it is not reversed by his death and resurrec- 
tion, is softened and converted into a blessing. Submission 
to it is safe and easy, and its pangs and sorrows are endu* 
red With hope of victory. "O death, where is thy sting? O 
"grave wliere is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and 
"the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
"who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
^'Christ." 

.5i.r//2/!/, The keys of hell and death are ip the hand of 
tlie Loi-d Jesus Christ. When, by mgans of deathj he took 
out of the hand of the devil the terrible power of which 
the keys of hell and death area metaphor, he did not de- 
liver it into the hand of some other adversary. No; he took 
the keys into his own hand. "I have the keys," is his word 
to John in Patmos. Nor is there any adverse power that 
is able to wi'Cfit them out of his hand. The possession and 
use of tlie keys he will retain until death and hell be cast 
into the Jake of fire, and locked up for ever and cvor. 
Against tormenting fear of death and hell, the supremacy 
of the Lord Jesus , over -these invisible and terrible pro- 
vinces is a sovereign antidote, and under it an effica- 
cious and effectual support. By this fear which hath tor- 
ment, cries and alarms are daily raised; and apprehen- 
sions of being swallowed up by the devourer, who had the 
power of death, are excited, which, breaking over our 
liicad like waves on the benches and shores of the sea, dis- 
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tjuiet our minds anctstagg;er our failh. But who commands 
on these dangerous shores, where there are innumerable 
shipwrecks? and in whose possession are the keys which 
open and lock the gates of the invisible state? The Living 
One, who was d«ad and is alive again, and alive for ever- 
more, He halh the possession and use of the keys; and 
the Lord of the dead and living, He who ruleth the raging 
of the sea, and stilleth the roaring of the waves, He, even 
He, hath the supreme command along the shores and 
coasts of the dead sea. 

Seventhly^ Redemption from the dominion of death and 
the power of the grave is infallibly secured. This spring 
of consolation, which opened in Paradise with the promise 
of the Seed of the woman, sent forth the water of joy, 
and refreshed believers with the hope of the resurrection 
of the dead under the several dispensations of the Old 
Testament. In the bitterness of sorrow, and imder the 
anguish of disease, when his tongue failed for thirst. Job 
repaired to it, and drank abundantly. "Tliough after my 
*<skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh I shall see 
"God. Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
<'behold, and not another, thougli my reins be consumed 
-<< within me." Under the New Testament, which by the 
gospel hath illustrated life and immortality, the stream of 
joy and peace in believing rises into a river, and fills mul- 
titudes of all nations and tongues with more abundant 
consolation. In this dispensation, the obscurer intima- 
tions, by the prophets, of the effects of the resurrection of 
Christ upon the resurrection of his members, arc confirm- 
ed by the resurrection of his own body, and illustrated by 
express declarations from himself and his apostles. "I 
**am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, 
*'though ho were dead, yet shall he live." "This is the 
"will of bim who sent ftie, that every one who seeth the 
*'Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life; 
"and I will raise him up at the last day." "Christ is risen 
"iVom the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that 
"slept." "In Christ shall all be made alive. But every 
"man in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, afterward 
♦'they tlvat are Christ's, at his coming." As surely as the Lord 
of the dead and living halh presented, and sanctified, and de- 
dicated to God the first-fruits of the resurrection of the 
dead, he will come at the last day \;ith power and greht 
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glory, and reap and gather in the harvest from the valley 
of the shadow of death. "Thy dead men shall live, tage- 
'4hcr with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
"sing, ye who dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as the dew 
"of herbs; and the earth shall cast out the dead." "I will 
"ransom them from the power of the grave, I will redeem, 
"them from death. O death, I will be thy plaguesl O 
"grave, I will be thy destruction! repentance shall be hid 
"from mine eyes!" 

Eighthly^ The bitterness of death is past. An alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel, who had forfeited his 
life by his crimes, and whom the justice of the Most High 
had doomed to the sword, stumbled hastily on this conclu- 
sion, and affected to hold it with pomp. "Surely,*' said 
he "the bitterness of death is past," Alienated from the 
life of God, and without the hope of the resurrection of 
Christ, the only premises from which f^is conclusion could 
be deduced, he soon found himself mistaken. But take 
the conclusion out of the mouth of the Amalekite, and put 
it into the mouth of a believer, begotten again to a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and you 
will perceive it flowing from established and incontrover- 
tible premises. The law, which is the strength of sin, 
infuses bitterness into death; and sin, which is the trans- 
gression of the law, fixes in it a sting that is poisonous and 
killing. The death of a sinner in his sin, is the separation 
of his soul and body by an operation of the curse of the 
law. The operation of the curse in dying is the essence 
of that bitterness which exists in death. Of all deaths the 
death of Christ was the bhterest. In the death of a sinner 
dying in his sin, the quantity of bitterness is in proportion 
to his guilt. But Christ, who knew no sin, being made 
sin, and bearing the sins of many, the curse of the law 
under which he died, wrung into his death a quantity of 
bitterness equal to the guilt of the whole multitude. By 
the bitterness of his death, bitterness is extracted out of 
theirs. Though their souls and bodies are separated, the 
curse hath no operation in their separation. After the 
separation of death and the curse, effected by the death 
of Christ, and demonstrated by his resurrection from the 
dead, every believer may come forward resolutely, look 
in the face of dissolution stedfastly, and, under its pangs 
and sorrows, say boldly, Surelyy the iittcrnes^s of death U 
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MnlMpi The gloom oicershado^vihg th« ^mvc is dispel- 
led. Curtains of darkness hang all round the region of 
the shadow of death. Job cnHs thi« apartment "the land 
"Of darknessi, where the light » a& darkness." Every ob- 
ject tltftt dppearsin it to our eyes and imagination is dark 
and gltfomy. Skulls, and bones, and elods, any worms," 
are dismul things. Flesh aiid blood is not * able-to look 
at them without shivering, nor to think of them without 
firimi«>g. Dot the vesurrectioti of Ghriist dispels the gloom, 
andj like a stinbeam darling light through the land of 
darkness, rafeesa jojfal hopeof the redeemed bcydy com- 
ing oat of it^ fa§liipried like unto his glwious body* In the 
region of the shadow of death his holy body lay fom time, 
^d^ ^srsupely as God loosed t)9e pains of death, and raised 
ivup tlie third dayytheborhesof his saints, at the Inst day, 
shaft be rede^wiecf ffomthe dominion bf cfeatli, and ran- 
somed from the power ^of tiie grave. "If ^he Spirit of 
<*him^ha raised up Jesus from the dcaid dwifM m you, he \ 
"^wha-i'aised up Christ* from the dead shall a!so quicken 
"your nioptal bodies, by his Spirit who dwelleth in you." 

What shall we sajrto these tlungs? After discovermg 
some of* the springs bf eon'9oltait}n which' tiie resurrection 
of Cbrist htAh opened^ vv« cirhoi't the believers, who, by 
Itts resurrection' from the dead, are begotten again unto a 
lively hope, (o come' and drink at these springs the water 
of Iffe, that hts joy may remain in them, atid that their 
jdfy in himnnay be foil. 

liow sweet ave his own Words: "TbeUe things have I 
<^spoken unto you, that my joy rmgbt remain in you, and 
« that your joy might be full.** The i^tesarrcction of Chmt 
ivashis own joy, and is the joy of aH who believe in hjs 
deathand trust in hife nafme. When he uttered the cheer- 
fbl 2«id triumphant wwdt •< All Hail," nea^the grave out 
of which 'hk boGly was newly raised, he rejoiced in spirit^ 
sC&dr^olcedover his railsomed with joy. His joy Isthejr joy; 
irnd his joy remaining in tlieTn,raiaeSalid ftHs their joy. Gam- 
m^nionrin the joy of redemption is the essence of pleasure, 
"9^d a sub^antralforetas^ofthose])leasttresat the rig'ht*'hand 
of Ckid, whvJh will feed and satisJy the redeemed for ever 
and cvsr. -The. .Hedeemer rejdicing over \vB ransomed^ 
at)d the*rafBSomed rtjoicinsg m xh&U' RedecinGc#> wiil fii! 

W ft 
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t^e heaven of heavens wiihi^yerhsdog. and ever-mcreadng 
pleasure. ■ , . . 

In the mean lime, rejoice in ht^ oftbegloiTF of God, 
and sing unto our Red^^eder^ w^o 'hath cionee^^celient 
things. He hath glorified tlie Father^ on earthy made rfi- 
coneMtation for ioiqui(y, and hcoughtzn-erverJasting right'* 
cousness. He hath scattered the powerft of .darkness,; 
destroyed tlic works of:their chief, and seized by right 
the keys of hell and death. He hath eeparateddea^ and 
the curse, dispelled tire gloonv otcer&hadowing tho gravey 
nnd secured the k^esiHTection umo^e^etnal life. After do^ 
ing in our -mtui^e and stead thes<r excellent ttnngs, he i& 
justified in the Spirit»ailve unto God, and alive ibi^ ever* 
more. Asciihe * biessir^, and hoiK>ur,^ and gloryf and 
thanksgiving to 4he Father, who l>ath raised 4i«ntv fronr the 
dead, and given hire glory, tha4 our &ithi»nd,hDpoi»iglit 
be in God! Ascribe^o hims^lf^ wlio was dead and is> alive 
again, po^lveT, and riches, and wisdonv,- and^^strenglh, and 
honour, and glory, and' ble^iDgl And imto the Spirit,- by 
whom he was qtirci«ened and raised, and in whon^he^ was 
justified and glorHied) ascribe ^grace, mercy, and peace, 
ihrongh the knowledge of Grod^ and'of Jesus^our Lord!' 

With these aaenptlons ofpruse-) which are expressions 
of our joy in God, tbroagh Uvir Lord JeaiiR^ChTist, by 
whom we have received the atonement,' ycAn iir&Yy obedi- 
ence to the Taw, patient aubiinfas^n to the wiH> and active 
' dependence on the Spirit of Chriet. ' '^ ' 

>Vith oxpressions of joy in the rcsun^ectiim of Christ 
join lively obedieiMSe to his 4aw. The refreshment and 
strength which yfc received tite springs of cbasoMiori, 
opened by his re&urredtion, oQght to be exerted in adding 
virtue to your faith. ' Dead to ftin^ and married Jto him who 
is raised from the dead, frim unto God in hoTitiess and 
righieouwiess is the issue of your death- unto ^, of yoifjr 
deliverance frotrt the law which held -you und^ the giith 
and dominion of sin, and of your mysterious and spiritual 
marriage to Chribt, who died once for and tjnto sin, a'nd 
iiow liveth, and liveth unto God. In th» cotmection it<|ip- 
jiears to be stated, when the fellowslnp of the mystery of 
mir sanciifiealion is mado known.- *«Now if we -be dead 
**with ChristsjWe believe that We sliaH also live with him. 
*<Kno\ving that Christ, being raised, from theniead, ditth 
«^no roorc} death bath no more dominion over him. For 
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^*\n that He ^ed^^he died-tmto sin onc«; but iti that he liv- 
<^eth be llvetb unto God. Likewise reckon ye also four- 
(^selves to be dead indeed unto ain^ but alive unto God, 
"througb Jesus Cbri8t our Lord." ^ 
i With expressions of joy in the resurrection of Christy 
join patient submission to his wUl .in the administration of 
providence. For his body *s sake, the elect) the Father hath 
delivered ta him. all things. The execution of all judgment^ 
and exertion-oCall power in heaven and earth, is in his hand. 
In the administratioji vf this extensive and viniversal trust, 
his paths toward them who keep his covenant, apd do hi^ 
6ommandment9,aTe mercy andtmUi; and righteousness and 
peace encompass his throne. Some parts of his way, not-, 
withstanding, are thorny, and grievous; and the kindness of 
his love is not^asHy perceived and believed under the hea- 
viness and pressure of his hand. Men sometimeatide over 
their head,.an[d treat them unjustly and crueily^ while h^ 
rests in his holy habita^n, and suffers their oppressors 
and enemies, to triumph, i On/ other oecasiotis, a storn> 
eofnet' immediately from above, bleaks down their fa* 
milies, and fills the grave with their best and dearest 
friends, whilst he holdeth back, and spreadeth a cleud up- 
on the face of hia throne. In these- extremiues, tl^eir faith 
and. patience are\ tried, and the slncoi-ity and strength of 
their submission to his will brought to. a proof.: Under 
Ibiti triaJ, the/ joy- of hia resurrection, and the lively hope 
to which they are begotten' again^by it, h^lp their patience, 
and improve and 8t4*6ngthen their submission; and, as their 
hope and jc^ abound through the power of the Holy 
Ghost, their aubmisiSaon and pati^cew.ill be more abun- 
dant and exemplary thtxmgh the same divine iDiiuence. 
' With expressions of joy k the- resurrection of Christ, 
join, aetivc dependeaee on bia Spirit. Neither can the 
membetisof the bo.dy of sin he mortilled^ nor the duties of 
lioliness periodrmed, without his pi*eseiice and influence.—* 
Effery at^tnpt to do the one or theothe)r, ia tl>e strength 
^^ man, wili £bh1. Inr tht^^^aterpris^ds, it is universally 
tnu^ that by ^i^engtb $haU. no! mai^ prj^vail. Po you wish 
to perform iham' acceptably) and, m performing them, to 
be atrehglhene^andrelrcahed with the joy of. the resur- 
rection of Chrttt^ a^d of your being wkh him dead indeed 
HDto isin and. alrveupH) God?, Depend upon jhe Holy 
Spirit, by whose gracious influence the joy of the Lord 
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becoaies'thjehf strtingtli wtohaiua no minpht^ Dd voq whit' 
the springs of consolation, which the resurrection of Chns»t 
front the dead hath opened, to be dkcovered, aiid to he 
led to these, and refreshed with the watep ot life and joy 
when your tongac faalcthibr thirst? For aaxth gracious 
purposes the Holy Spirit, under the cha^icter of Comfort- 
ef, is promised. By him the thirsty a^e led to the springs,, 
and- by him the sorrbwfitl are taught to drink at them the^ 
water of life with joy. To. him you should ^ray, and on- 
him you should depend in all exti-einities* Youc pleasant: 
and sunny days, in tJie Joy of the rcsorrectkw of Gbrfet,. 
will be suddenly oyercast siiid daiicened, if the testimony 
of the Spirit to his reso^rr^ttioa he- overlooked, and his 
gracious influenceby and with his testksiony in your liearts 
be resisted. 

Upon the wfeofc, it i&4)erhap* Qdcurring to'some) that 
though the I'esuyrection of Chriat fipm the dead is a springs 

. of everlasting cptnolation and c^ood hope through gi:ace, 
our coDsolatioit in it is aflnaJH and our hope is yr^ak and 
fiuttertng. Be it so: The measure of eot^solation, whichr 
is small, may be enlarged by the abundance of grace; and 
the expectation of hope, vcliich is weak and inconstant, 
may be hiviggt^ated with •assurances of love. In Zion the 
Voice of themMlio moorn and-^weep Is^dvays lieard, as 
well as the voice 6f thepn who ^hout and iMfig* Let every 
mourner over whom tlieSiinof eon^lat^onis g€)\Q6 ~^wc^ 
wait for his iusing agaip. « Wecpipg ' may endwe for a 
"night, bnt joy shall break forth in the tnoming*** "Vev 
"rily, vjsrily, L say qnto yftu, that ye shall weep aid lament, 
*'hut the world iSball rejoice; and ye shall be serrowful, 
«<but yoursorrpw shall be turned into ^jojf. And ye now 
*'have soviHWv^, but I will see you again, i^d your heart 
"shall rejoice, and youi*^ joy no mafi taketh from you.-^ 
"These things haice 1 spoken unto you^ that my joy might 
^< remain in you, and that your joy might be full.'* "They 
•♦shall come with weeping, and witfe^^oppifcations I w«& 
"lead > them .-!>-*Therefoii« titey shall o)me and «ng in ihs 
"height of Zion^ and they shall ^ow together to the good* 
Uness of the l^prd— -and they sbaU not sorrow any more at 

"all, for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comp^ 
«f<M't them, and make them rejoice from Ihwsorrow." 

Unbelievers wbo havfea n^me that tbcg? live wkb Chrirt, 
and whoy hotwiihstaoiding) are dead xo tresfxasses and sisie^ 
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make a part of this congregation. Over thenn we will 
not only take up a lameniation upon the high places of Zi- 
on, but, according to the commandnnent of the everlasting 
God, charge them with guilt, and coinmend to them their 
privilege and duty. 

Before God the whole world is guilty, and against you 
in particular the charge of guilt is proved by his righteous 
and holy law. Under a charge of guilt you were born, 
and under it you lie at this moment. In virtue of your 
representation in Adam, the law charges you with the 
guilt of his first sin, together with theT guilt of those offen- 
ces which you have committed against God and man in 
your own persons. Your iniquity therefore is great, and 
the burden of it is heavy, especially when it is considered 
that you are both guilty and polluted. In the pollution of 
sin you were conceived and born, and with the pollution 
of sin you have defiled and excluded yourselves from the 
habitation of the holiness and glory of God, into which pol- 
lution cannot be admitted. Against the charge of guilt 
and pollution, exhibited by the law, you can make no de- 
fence. It can neither be denied nor disproved, and, in- 
stead of amusing yourselves with thoughts of extenuation, 
you ought to make acknowledgements of aggravation. 
In the stubbornness of pride, ignorance, and unbelief, y 
have sinned against the remedy, and rejected the expedi- 
ent of forgiveness and recoticiliation, which the wisdom 
and love of God provided and set forth, through the death 
and resurrection of his own Son. The rejection of this, 
which is the only expedient, hath ruined millions already, 
and if finally rcjectec^will ruin you also. 

But your state not being yet hopeles^ we will, in the 
last place, commend unto you your privilege and duty. 
God hath set forth his own Son, a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare, his righteousness for re- 
mission of sins, that he might be just ip justifying believers 
in his blood. To him who suffered, the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring us to God; and who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and, righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption, you have yet access. Access to him i 

is your privilege. Unto him the ministry of reconciliation 
commands and encourages you to come. Coming to him , 
is your duty and interest. The door of access and oppor- 
tunity is still open, and the means of persuading you to 
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enter into Christ are not yet withdrawn. But the day id 
which the door will be shut, and in which oppoftuniiy for 
opening it again will be repulsed, is not far off; and the 
time in which means of persuasion will be withdrawn, 
and in which the sentence of exclusion will be ratified for 
ever, is drawing near, "Strive therefore now to enter ia 
"at the straight gate, for many, I say unto yoii, will seek 
"to enter in, and shall not be able. When once the 
"master of a house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, 
"and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, 
^'saying. Lord, Lord, open unto us, and he shall answer 
<^and say unto you, I know you not whence you are. Then 
'* shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
"presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall 
"say, I tell you I know you not whence ye are; depart from 
"me all ye workers of imquiiy." Yc see your privileg^e; 
ye see your duty; ye hear the voice of the Son of God 
calling you to receive the one. and do thts other. And, 
"may the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
"glory, give unto you the Spirit of wisciom and revelation 
<'in the knowledge of him. The eyes of your tinderstand- 
"ing being enlightened, that ye may know what is thfe 
"hope of his calling, and what the rifches of the glory of 
"his inheritance in the saints. And what is the exceeding 
"greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
**to the working of his mighty power, wtiich he Avrought 
"in Christ when he I'aised him from the dead." AmoHt 
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THE GLOHY OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST DH^PLAYEDr, 



, Galatians vi. 14. 

But God forbid that I should glory ^ save in tfie cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christy by whom the world is crucified 
unto mcj and I unto the world. 

"SUPPOSE ye ibat I am come to give peace on 
<*earth: I tell you, nay, but rather divisioo. For froni 
'^lenceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three 
«agaLi>st two, and two against three. The fatlier shall be 
"divided against the son, and the son against the father; 
"the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against 
*«the mother; the mother-in-law against her daughter-in- 
-law, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law," 

While Christ was on earth, people who heard his doc- 
trine and saw his miracles were divided in their opinions 
concerning him; and after he was descended, and his doc- 
trine confirmed by signs and wonders, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, the division continued; Jews and Pagans divided 
against Christians, and Christians against Jews and Pagans. 
Nor were Christians themselves perfectly joined together in 
the same mind concerning the faith of Christ., Among the 
churches of Galatia, different opinions arose with relation 
to the importance and efficacy of his cross in the justifi- 
cation and acceptance of siqners before God; and in this 
epistle, Paul, by whose ministry these churches had been 
planted, disputes for the honor of the cross with great 
force of argument, and with becoming fervour and bold- 
ness of spirit. In nothing terrified by its adversaries, this 
fervent and zealous apostle protests, that whatever they 
might choose to glory in, he had determined to glory in no- 
thing save the cross of Christ, by whom the world was 
x^rucified unto him, and he was crucified unto the world. 

Concerning the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
wolrid is still divided. In this house five are divided, three 
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against two, and two against three; Jews, Pagans, and Ma- 
hometans, against Papists and Protestants, and Papists and 
Protestants against Jews, Pagans, and Mahometans. Nor 
arc Papists and Protestants of one mind. The former 
paint the cross, and bow to an image of tlie stump of the 
tree, while the latter protest against these innovations^ adS 
separate themselves from images and idols. But, what is 
iTiore to be regretted, among Protestants there are also di- 
visions. Some glory in themselves, and, neglecting the 
cross of Christ, bring forward, with great pomp and noise, 
their own works, to solicit and to establish their justifica- 
tion and acceptance in the sight of God. Others glory in 
their shame, and, giving themselves over to ungodly and 
worldly lusts, blaspheme this object, which is the glory of 
Christianity, in the estimation of n>en to whom the Son of 
God hath given eyes to behold its glory. 

In such circumstances, an inquiry into the grounds and 
reasons of that extraordinary esteem, which the apostle in 
our text professes for the cross, is proper and seasonable. 
Undismayed at the arm of persecution, and unmoved by 
the arguments of guile and deceit, this learned and holy 
man says, "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 
"of our Lord Jesus Christ/* We shall consider the great 
object which appears before us in these words; diafilay 
the glory of the object; and illustrate the esteem and ven- 
eration for it wbicli the a|[postie professes^ and, which we 
ought to profess. 

Now, my brethren, we arc enteuing upon a subject, the 
knowledge of which surpasses all other knowledge. The 
most we know of it is, that it passeth knowledge. We may 
speak, but little more can be said than that it is unspeaka- 
ble; and when we write, it is not so properly to describe, 
as to tell the world that it cannot be described. Com- 
pared with the revelation of the riches of the glory 
of the mystery of the cross of Christ, the history of the 
world, excepting its relation to this, is the history of con- 
fusions and vanities^ The least, however, we can do^ is to 
desire to look into the revelation of the mystery; and, 
while speaking and hearing, we will offer up our desire 
xinto him who is able to satisfy it, by shining in our heart* 
and giving us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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The great Object which our text sets before us is to 
be considered in the first place. Observe these words in 
it, **The cross of oiir Lord Jasus Christ;'* and consider the 
Person described by the names; the triumphant manner of 
speaking concerning him; and the sense in which his cross 
loused. ** 

Consider, Firs€y The Person described by the names. 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the Person who appeared in 
gK>ry on the road to Damascus, and called to the wri- 
ter of our text, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" 
This is the Person upon whom the hope of salvation hath 
been builded from the revelation of the mystery of God in 
Paradise; and this is the Person on whom it will be built 
«ntil the mystery of God be finished. Anointed to be 
the Prophet, the Priest, and the King of the Church, reve- 
lation, from the day in which it was opened to the day in 
which it was sealed up, directed the eye of the world to- 
ward the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation; and after the 
sealing up, and while there are men to be saved, the min- 
istry of reconciliation will direct them to look unto him, 
that they may be saved. "Neither is there salvation 
<'in any other, for there is none other name under heaven, 
<<given among men, whereby we must be saved." Dost 
thou believe and acknowledge, O sinner, what thou art 
hearing? Art thou convincetTof sin, righteousness, and 
judgment? Art thou sensible of guilt, pollution, ignorance, 
and impotence? Dost thou see wrath revealed from hea- 
ven against thitie ungodliness and unrighteousness? Dost 
thou believe that there is salvation by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by no other name? Why dost thou not seek the 
knowledge of his name, and put thy trust in his person? 
Observe, upon this interesting subject,»the seriousness and 
fervour of the learned man who depressed himself below 
the least of saints, and reckoned himself the chief of sin- 
ners. " W hat things were gain to me, those I pounted loss 
*«f6r Christ. JITea, doubtless, and I count all things 
<*but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
*«Jesus my Lord, for whoiti I have suffered the loss of all 
<<things, and do eount them but dung, that I may win 
"Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own righte- 
«ousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
<*the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
*<feitb: That I may know him, and the power of his resur- 
X 
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"reclion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being, made 
^^conformable unto his death." May the Holy Spirit lead 
every hearer, into these just a|»d honorable sentiments of 
the excellency of the knowledgie of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of the suitableness, sufficiency, frecness, and necessity 
of his righteousness and death unto salvation. 

Consider, Secondly^ The warm, and triumphant manner 
in which the Apostle speaks of the Person. Before his 
names he inserts the word, "our," and says, "our Lord Je- 
"sus Christ." Speaking of his own interest, he uses the 
word "ray," and says, "Christ Jesus my Lord." But when 
he speaks of the interest of the body, the word "our"' is 
used with propriety: "Our Lord Jesus Christ;" because 
we were chosen in him before the foundation of the world. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ; because he took part of the flesh 
and blood whereof we are partakers. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ; because he substituted'himself in our room, fulfil- 
led for us the righteousness of the law; and redeemed us 
from the curse. Our Lord Jesus Christ; because he be- 
trothed and married us to himself, in the day of power, and 
the time of love. Our Lojrd Jesus Christ; because we 
havQ given our own selves to him, and claimed hinri for 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and, redemption. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ; because we are reprcseYited in him, 
and because he appears for Qs in the presence of God, as 
our intercessor and advocate. Our Lord Jesus Christ; be- 
cause he manages foi' us all our interests and .concerns on 
eai th, being given to be head over all things to the Church, 
which is his body;^ and made Captain of our salvation, to 
bring us to glory. The generous soul of this holy apostle 
ttejoiced that others besides hinisclf were?, made, partakers 
of Christ, and that he could say both "Christ Jesus my 
"Lord,'* and "Christ Jesus our Lord." True Christians 
are all of the same mind. Their heart is glad and their 
glory rejoiceth, when they behold multitudes counting all 
things but loss for , the excellency of . the kjiowledge of 
Christ Jesus their Lord. Nor is it the'welfave of men, but 
the glory of Christ, which is the spring- and principle of. 
this elevation and largeness of lieart. Like our natural bo* 
dy, the body of Christ hath many members, and the meni- 
bers observe with pleasure and joy the fashionif^s of his 
body, and the new members filling up their places in it; 
because this glorifies the Head of^lie body^ and increase* 
th& weight and splendour of his ci'own* 
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Consider, Thirdly^ The sense in which the Apostle 
uses the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ in the text. In 
order to understand this term more clearly and extensive- 
ly, we shall distinguish the sense by the words, particular- 
ly; generally; cotiprehensively.— Par/iCM/ar/y, <Cross* is 
one designation given to the ^'nstrument of infamy and 
pain on which our Lord Jesus Christ died, and Tree is 
another. Paul uses the former most freqirenlly, and 
Peter the latter; and by both designations we are remind- 
er! of the pain and infamy of Iris death. To the cross he 
was nailed, and on the tree he bare our sins in his own 
body. The Son of God on a cross and a tree, is an ob- 
ject deeply mysterious! Angels desire to Took into it, and 
in it behold the manifold wisdom and unsearchable judg- 
ments of God. Men, more nearly interested than angels, 
should always remember it with gratitude, and honor it 
• with praise. The Author of liberty suffering the death 
of a slave; the punishment inflicted on the meanest per- 
sons for the greatest oifences, inflicted on the "highest per- 
son, who had committed no offence; the Holy One and 
the Just dying in the form of a servant^ and^ which is still 
slower, und«r the character of an evil-doer, are considera- 
tions of th© riches of sovereignty, wisdom^ and justice, 
wluch are unsearchable, and past finding out. — Generally^ 
The Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ denotes the sufferings 
which he endured frdm his birth to his death. In medita- 
tion, and even in discourse, it is useful to distinguish, and 
to think and speak of his sufferings in his infancy, in his 
ministry, in his death; or of his sufferings from wicked 
men, from evil spirits, and from the immediate hand of 
his own Father. But, though we be allowed the help of 
these distinctions, we should not forget that his sufferings 
are a whole, or one complete satisfaction, of which the 
cross is a general expression. All' the sufferings of his 
humiliation occurred to the mind of the Apostle, when 
he gloried in his cross; but Ire used this particular ex- 
pression in a general sense, because the cross was the con- 
summation of the whole, and a proper mean to recal and 
to revive impressions of the infamy and bitterness of Iiis 
death. In the discourses and writings of the Apostles, 
you will observe an endeavor to perpetuate Ac mfemory 
ef the shame in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, af- 
ter he was crowned with glory and honor. Instead of con- 
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cealing it, or of being ashamed to inentlon it) these holy 
men appear to have gloried in recording it; repeating fre- 
<}uently these intolerably hai'sh terms, the Cross and the 
Tree. Hence one of them says, "He became obedient 
"unto death even the death of the <*oss;" and another, 
<^Whom ye slew and hanged on a tree?* It was not enough 
for the one to say, "Obedient unto death," without reviving 
the disgraceful circumstance — "Death of the cross;" nor 
for the other to say, "Wh«m ye slew," without pricking 
the hearts of his hearers by adding — "Hanged on a tree," 
They judged, and judged right, ihat it was for th'e.honor of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to record the infamy of his death.—- 
CompreheriBivcly^ The Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
used to express the doctrine of his humiliation, sufferings, 
and death. The words "persecution for the cross of 
"Christ," in the twelfth verse, compared with our text, 
show tliat the apostle had this sense in his eye; and, in wri- 
ting to the Corinthians, he designs the preaching of Christ 
"the preaching of the cross," these being with him synon- 
ymous or converlible expressions. This sense of the cross 
of Christ comprehends both the former, and includes the 
doctrine of his person and humiliation, from his birth to 
his death. Nothing could be harsher, or more offensive 
to the ear of the world, than the preaching of the cross. 
"To the Jews it was a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
"foolishness." One would almost think that this Apostle, 
who for the sake of the gospel became all things to all 
lYien, and particularly, to them who were under the law, 
became as under the law, and to them who were without 
law, as without law, might have avoided this term, espe- 
citilly when there were abundance of softer words to ex- 
press what it meant. But, taught by the revelation of the 
Spirit to believe, and to preach, and to record the riches 
of the glory of the iiffamy of the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he encountered ihe prejudice and ridicule of the 
world, and gloried in the use of those hatnh terms, the 
Cross and the Tree. 

According to our method, we shall now display the glo- 
ry of the Object which is set before us in the text. The 
Aposile supposes the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
glorious. That learned and holy tnan would not have glo- 
ried in an object which is not glorious. Glory and shame 
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a4*e contrary qualities, and cannot meet together in the 
same object, imden the same consideration. But in the 
cross of Chvist these contrary qualities unite, and, by their 
union, form a gloiious shame. He who endured it is 
glorious, aud thef^ds and effects of his enduring it are 
glorious. The glory in the cross of oar Lord Jesus.Christ 
shall be displayed in the following particulars: The de- 
signs to be accomplished by it;, the preparations made for 
it; the spectators who beheld it; the perfections illustrated 
in it; thewontlera which celebrated it; th€ revolutions ef- 
fected by it; and its internal and gracious influence upon 
tiie minds and wills of men.* 

i^'irst^ The designs to be accomplished by the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ are glorious. It was designed, that , 
the persons- in the Godhead should be manifested, their 
perfections magnified; and their works glorified. - It was 
designed, that the law should be fulfilled aixl the curse 
€3cecuted; and that men, who had transgressed it should 
be forgiven, justified, reconciled, sanctified, saved, and 
brought to glory. And it was designed that sin should be 
condemned, the works of the devil destroyed, the gates of 
hell dissolved, the doors of heaven opened, and a new crc^* 
ation raised upj to the praise of the glory of each person 
of the Godhead. These are comprehensive and glorious 
designs,. becoming the wisdom and love of the Father to 
plan, the condescension and grace pf the Son to execute, 
and the power of the Spirit of truth to attest and to con- 
firm. None of them has failed in the execution. By the 
cross of Christ every one is completely and honorably ac- 
complished. And. after their accomplfshment is confirm* 
ed, with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Gbost, according to his will,ievery tongue, 
should say, "Salvation to our Qod^ who sittethon the 
**throne, and unto tl>e Lamb.'*' 

Secondly^ The pi'^cparation for the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Chnst is glorious. No sooner was this mystery 
revealed, than preparation began for the exhibition of it. 
in the fulness of time, . Saw we clearly, and in full length, . 

♦ These fiartieuldrs^ and the striking' sentiments *ii}hich 
illustrate them^ are collected' from the Sermon entitled^. 
Glorying in the Cross of Christ, by the Rev* Mr^ Jckn 
M^'Lauritii. 

X2: 
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the chain of ope ration ^hich stretches itself from Paradfse 
to Calvary, we should perceive in every link a connexion 
of events, nearer or more renriote, with the >ight of the 
knowledge of the glory of the cross. The overflowing of 
the deluge, the separation of the son^bf Nozhj and the 
division of the earth; the redemption from Egypt, the mi- 
racles in the wilderness, and the conquest of Canaan; the 
elevation of David to the throne, the succession of his 
seed, and the dissolution of his royally in the captivity; the 
deliverance from Babylon, the rise and fall of the great 
monarchies, according to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the establishment of the Roman empire, contributed, 
under the providence of God, to settle the world in that 
state, or frame, which was fittest for the appearance and 
exhibition of the cross. Sacrificing, which begaiv after 
Ihe entrance of sin, and continued until the Son of God 
appeared in our nature, and put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself, was a shadow and prefiguration of his cross/ 
Nor was sacrificing in the heathen world, where it dege- 
nerated into the vilest and most horrid superstition, wholly 
without effect: By it the minds of men were familiarized 
to the notion of substitution, and, -notwithstanding their 
gross and brutal apprehensions, prepared to receive the 
doctrine of the Just suffering for the unjust, when the 
ministry of reconciliation revealed it tb the wotld. Add 
to these preparations, special providences toward the pe- 
culiar people, prosperous and adverse, from the call of 
Abraham to the birth of Jesus Christ,, together with the 
rise, succession, and poinistry of the prophets, from Enoch, 
the seventh from A^am, unto John, who prepared the way 
of the Lord, and cried aloud in every ear, "Behold the 
"Lamb of God who taketh away the sht of the world;** 
and you inust acknowledge the preparation for the exhi- 
bition of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ to be glorious 
and becoming the wisdom and grace of God, for whom 
and by whom are all things. 

Thirdly^ The spectators of the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ are glorious. Legions of unclean.>and abominable 
spirits beheld him suffering, and multitudes of wicked and 
iragodly men wagged their heads at him; but these were 
not so properly the spectators, as the enemies of his cross. 
The principalities and powers in the heavenly places werb 
the spectators. Of these powers we know little more, 
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than that they shine in heaven^ minister on earth, and de-^ 
sire to look into the mystery of the cross. In the exhibit 
tion of this mystery on Calvary, these shining ministers 
were several ways interested. Through the blood of the 
cross, they did nOt^need redemption iheraselves, but they 
delighted in beholding ours obtained. They loved the 
Sufferer, and loved the people for whom he was suffering; 
and their love to each interested them in the glory of the 
one, and the salvation of the other. Rising early in the 
morning of the creation, they sang together the praises of 
the Creator; but, in the place of skulls, an object of, praise 
greater than creation appeared, and threw the whole host 
into silent adoration. Here they beheld him whom they 
had been lately commanded to worship, nailed to a tree^ 
and lifted up upon a cross. In their presence, the rebel* 
lious part of their own order had been driven out of hea« 
ven, and chaiped down in hell. Hitherto they had seen 
perfect l)oliness united in the divine administration with 
l>erfect blessedness, and probably supposed, from the jus- 
tice and holiness of God, that the guilty could not be clear- 
ed, nor the righteous punished. But new views of bound- 
less sovereignty and unsearchable wisdom, opened and ex- 
tended the knowledge of these principalities^ when tliey 
beheld the Holy one and the Just made sin, the Lawgiver 
tinder the law, the Sovereign in place of the rebel, and the 
blessed and only Potentate made a curse> and numbered 
and pjunished with transgressors. 

Fourthly^ The illustration of the perfections of God in 
the cross of our I^rd Jesus Christ is glorious. In the ex- 
hibition of this mystery, every person in the Godhead ap- 
pears, and every perfection breaks forth in the highest 
splendor. — Particularly, Love: «God is love,*' and the 
cross is the manifestation of this glory of bis nature. «In 
'4his was manifested tlie love of God towards us, because 
f that God sent his only begotten Son into the worlds that 
**we might live through him. Herein is love; not that we 
<<loved God, but that he loved us, and sent- his Son to be 
"the propitiation for our sins." When the believing eye 
turns toward the cross, the love of each person of the 
Godhead appears. The love of the Father to the Son, 
the love of the Son to the Father, the love of both to the 
Spirit, and of the Spirit to both, the love of each to sinful, 
guilty^ and miserable men> ^shine forth, and become ob* 
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jects of contemplation) and themes of discourse, which can 
never be sufficiently prai^d and adored. — Wisdom. Tq^ 
obtain the best end by the fittest and most honorable. njieanS) 
is. the praise of the glory of wisdom. The great and com- 
prehensive end of the imitations and acsi^ns of God, is 
his glory in the redemption and salvation of men, and the 
cross is the mean to obtain this end. In the dignity of the 
end, and the fitness of the mean, there is a depth of contri- 
vance which renders his wisdom the admiration of angel& 
sind of men. The glory of God, in communications at 
love and goodness to innocent and holy creatures, is. easily 
acknowledged; but in the crols an object inconceivably 
higher presents itself to the mind, the glory of God in the. 
opening of an intercourse with sinful and guHty creatures^. 
In the punishment of sin, all men acknowledge the glory 
©f his nghteousness; but in the cross we behold the glory 
of his righteousness in the forgiveness of sii^ By the wis- 
dom of God, the cross of Christ is so admirably contrived 
and adjusted as to magnify and make honorable the law, 
and the transgressor of the law. The respect which his. 
obedience unto death, even the death of the crqss, puts up- 
on the law, puts respect upon the transgressor; j^ncl the ho- 
Bor which i? done to the transgressor, is honor done to the 
law itself. An end, with iItc mean to obtain it, impossible t<> 
human wisdom) is the praise oftheglory of divine wisdom; 
^d when the cross b, considered as the mean to obtain this 
great and comprehensive end, the glory of God in the 
salvation of men, reason itselti if it is not perverted, wilL 
acknowledge, that in the , contrivance of both, God hath 
abounded toward usan all wisdom and prudence,— Power. 
Upon tlie cross, as in the gospel, the working of the en- 
eeeding greatness of the; mighty, power of Go<l appcjars 
inconceivably glorious. Turn thine eye, O hearer, toward 
Calvary, whei'e our Lord was crucified, and behold exer- 
tions greater ^nd more marvellous than the creation and 
tupport of the universe! Almighty God strengthening 
his dear Son with his arm^ and hruisiog him under his 
wrath, .sustair>ing him under a weight wl)ioh would have 
crushed the creation, and by his weakness, breaking the 
forces of earth and hell, which were in opposition I Re- 
venging wrath is a weight which creatures are not able to 
bear. Principalities and powers sunk beneatli it into out^ 
cr darkneasand cndieas misery. The wrath which CJru»^- 
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cd them bung over man, who was seduGed to join these 
rebellious powers. Men, chosen to everlasting life, were 
by nature children of wrath, even as others. But for the 
chosen generation, the Lord Jesus Christ was made under 
the law, and endured the wrath which their sins deserved, 
endured it all, endured it all at once, and, in the strength 
and glory of his weakness, endured it all alone!— Holiness. 
From the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the beams of 
this perfection, which is the essential glory ot the nature of 
God, and the revealed glory of his will, arc Itright and aw- 
ful. In the triumph over Egypti on the banks of the Red 
Sea, Moses and the child|pn of Israel sang, "Who is like 
"unto thee, O Lord, glorious in holiness I" atnl, in remem- 
bering the triumph of the cross over principalities and 
powers on Calvary, the song of Moses rises into the song 
of the Lamb, and transmits the praise of the glory of his 
holiness from generation to generation. The light of the 
knowledge of*;the glory of the holiness of God, never 
broke forth in such lustre and majesty. The punishment 
of angels, (he destruction of the old world, the overthrow 
of the chies of the plain, the drowning of Pharaoh, the 
pools of Nineveh, the humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the ruins of Babylon, are manifestations of the glory 
of his holiness and righteousness; but these are all in 
a manner ecKpsed by the brighter and more awful glory 
that beams from the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why 
was that just One wounded and bruised? why was bis right- 
eous soul filled with sorrow? his blessed head crowned 
wilh thoras? his glorious face defiled with spittle? and his 
holy body nailed to a tree, and lifted up on a cross between 
two highwaymen? It was because God is glorious in holi- 
ness, hates iniquity, and punishes it wherever it is found. 

Fifthly J The wonders which celebi*ated the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are glorious. After he was lifted up on 
the cross, the sun, bis fig;ureand representative, laid aside 
his ornaments, and went into mourning. When he had 
finished his work, and yielded up the ghost, the earth 
quaked and the rocks rent; the graveis df the dead opened; 
and the holy of holies discovered all that had beien con- 
cealed in thai sacred chamber of the Most High. Thes6 
exertions of Omnipotence, accompanying the crucifixion, 
celebrated the majesty of the cross, gave notice to the 
world of the veneration of Heaven for it, and called upoA 
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Jew and Gentile to turn their thoughts on this glork>ii9 
Object. At the dawn and Springing of the third day after 
these exertions, the arm of the Lordputon strength, and 
"wrowght woiTfilers which will be remembered and cele- 
brated the whole kngth of eternity. A mighty Angel de- 
scended in the pomp of an earthquake, dispeVsed tha 
gAiard, broke the seal, rolled away the stone, and sat upon 
it; while the Lord Jesus, who bad be6n crucified andi bu- 
• ried, revivedand rose, and came forth in the glory of a con- 
queror. Fofty days after another great wonder appeared: 
Jesus who bad been crucified, having by himself purged 
our sins, ascended up into hi|iven, timl sat down on the 
Tight hand of the majesty on high. Within.a few days af- 
•ter his ascension, he shed the Holy Ghost on his apostles 
abundantly, and enabled these weak and illiterate men to 
celebrate the power and glory of his cross, with wonders 
which astonished all who had eyes to see and ears to hear! 
Of this he assured them before his crucifiltioh: "Verily, 
"verily, I say unto you, he who believeth on me, the works 
** which I do shall he do also, and greater works than these 
"shall he do; because I rgo'unto my Father." The works 
which the apostles wrought, through faith in his nenne, Uy 
the power of the HolyGhost, after "he went to the Father, 
were greater in their ntrmbcr,* and in their effects on the 
•minds of men, than those wrought by himself in his per- 
sonal ministry; antj hence the apostle observes to the He- 
brews, that the word which began to be spoken in his min- 
istry was confirmed by theirs who heard him: "God^^sa 
♦'bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and 
"with divers miracles and gifts of the HoJy Ghost, accor- 
"ding to his own wiil.^* 

sixthly, The revolutions effected by the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are glorious. From the creation there 
never has been, and, to the dissolution, there never will 
be, a revolution of power and glory so magnificent 
and lieneficial as that which the cross has effected. 
Empire dissolving empire, and one throne casting down 
another, are little things, compared with the dissolution of 
the power which the devil had of death, and the breaking 
down of the kingdom oT darkness which he had erected 
over the world. ByHhe power of the ail -conquering and 
triumphant Cross, the foundation of an everlasting king- 
dom was laid in the face of opposition, and laid so firmly 
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aft to defy the gates of hell. «In tbe days of these kings 
^^shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom^ which shall 
"never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
<(other people, but it shall break in pieces, and consume 
<^all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." When 
the cross went forth conquering and to conquer, the 
world is 'commanded to keep silence before the Lord| 
and behold the glory of his righteousness and. salvation* 
No continent, no island, no (Nation, wa& unconcerned in set* 
ting judgment in the earth, apd bringing fortb truth unto 
victory. The expectation was general, and the execution 
was great, becoming the dignity of the Person, and- the 
wisdom of the contrivance^Nothing in the dispensation 
of this grace was deficient, and nothing was superfluous. 
Every circumstance was graceful, and evei*y mean pro- 
portioned to the glory of the end. The boldest material 
imagery is frequently used by prophets, in foretelling the 
changes and revc^utions to be effected in the world by the 
preaching of the cross. "Every valley shall be exalted, 
"and every mountain and hill shall be made low; and the 
"crooked shall be made straight, and the rough, places 
"plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
"all flesh," Jew and Gentile, on equal and even gfound, 
"shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spo- 
"ken it." "The wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
"glad for them, arid the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
"as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice eveii 
"with joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given 
<«unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall 
"seethe glory of the Lord and the excellency of our God." 
<'Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and right- 
**eousness remain in the fruitful field. And the work of 
"righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteous- 
"nessTquietness and assurance for ever." Compare the state 
of our own island at present with the state of it in the days of 
our forefathers; both before' the glory of the cross was re- 
vealed in it, and after the darkness of popery obscured this 
glory. As Christians, you will find it owing to the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of this blessed object, that wfe 
are not sacrificing to Jupiter, and baking cakes to the 
queen of heaven; and as Protestants you will acknowledge 
it owing, to the breaking forth ofthesaqoe glory, that we 
are not bowing to the image of the virg^'Mary, adoring a 
crust of bread, and kissing the toe of an old man« 
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, Seventhly y The internal and gracious influence t>f the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ oh the minds and wills of 
men is glorious. By the preaching of the cross, effects 
have been produced in the inner man surpassing the ex- 
ertions of reason^ s^nd the bpasted efforts of philosophical 
morality. The illumination of the mind with t height of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus^ 
Christ, the subjection of the will to the authority of God, 
tht purging df the conscience from ^ead works, the re- 
conciliation df the heart to the righteousness which is of 
God by failhvthe sanctification of the affections, the con- 
secration of the body into the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
and the converdon of the whole man to the love and ser- 
vice of God, are distinguishing and gracious eflfects of the 
docttine of this despised but glorious object. I'hese in- 
ternal and gracious. effects of the cross on the hidden man 
of the heart, and on the direction of the conversation, are 
foretoldj under beautiful allusions and images, in descrip- 
tive prophecy. "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
"and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 
"and the joung lion and the falling together, and a little 
**child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall 
"feed, their young ones shall lie down together, and the 
"lion shall cat straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
"shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
*<shall put his hand on the cackatrice den. They shall 
*«not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the 
*<earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as. the 
"waters cover the sea." Do you wish to see the causes 
and effects, or the principles and operations, which fulfil- 
led this prophecy? Cast your eye upon the history of the 
illumination and reconciliation of the world in the Acts of 
the Apostles of the Lamb, and the illustrations of that his- 
tory in their I^pistles.to the churches. There you vi^ill 
observe these internal atjd gracious, effects and operations 
ascribed to their principle j^nd cause, the preaching of the 
cross with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 

Aflter considering the person who bears the names Lord 
Jesus Chribt; the interesting and triumphant manner 
in which the Apostle speaks of him, by inserting before 
Ws names the appropriating word Our; the particular, gc- , 
nei^l, and comprehcanuve senses of his Cros3;-^and after 
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displaying the glory of his cross in the designs to he ac- 
complished by it; the preparations made for it; the spex:- 
tator^ who beheld it; the perfections glorified in it; the 
wonders celebrating it; the revolutions effected by 4i; and 
its internal and gracious inflaence on the minds of men; 
we shallteonclude at present with an exhortation to turn 
your eyes toward this glorious object^ and to seek interest 
in this glorious person, ^ . 

Turn your cyestoivard this glorious objecf^ the gross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Angels themselves desire to fix 
their eyes upon it; and men, who are more nearly interest- 
edy ought to have it constantly before tbem, and to look to 
it with the highest veneration and thexleepest humiHty.-— 
Beams of glory, which brealc fotth separately in the work*; 
of God, mingle in the cross of Christ, and form an imion 
of light seven*fold brighter than the glory in the face of the 
whole creation. The joys of heaven are the praise of the 
glory of the goodness of God; and the howlings of hell are 
the prsSse of the glory of his justice. But hearken to the 
language of the cross, artd hear the praise of the glory of 
both accented and raised to the highest. Id the suifer- 
ings of Christ the glory of the justice of God is clearer 
and more awful than in iht punishment of devils, and the 
glory of his goodness is richer and more abundant than in 
the joys of angels. When we exhort you to turn youA' 
^yes towards this glorious object, we do not call you to 
look at the polishing of a crucifix, nor to form the image 
of a cross by the help of imagination. It is not by the 
strength of imagination, nor by the glare of a crucifix, but 
by the enlightening of the eyes of the understanding, that 
the glory Df the cross of our Lord JesusChrist is beheld,.to 
the edifying of the soul. Turn the eyes of thine understand- 
ing, O hearerl toward the following exhibitions of its glo- 
ry: "Who being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
"bery to be equal with God; but i^ade himself of no repu- 
<<tation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
<<m^d€ in the likeness of men; and, being found in fashion 
<*as a man, lie humbled himself, and became obedient un- 
<<to death, even the death of the cross." "Wherefore in 
f^all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
**brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
"High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon,- 
"ciliation for the sins of the people." Who bis own self 
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"bare our sins in his own body on the tree." "And having 
"spoiled principaiiiies and powers he made a shew rf 
*Mhem openly, triumphing over them in it." "Forasmuch 
'^thcn as the children are partakers of fiesh and blood, he 
"aiso bimBeif likewise took part of tlie same; that through 
^^catii he might destroy him wiio had the poweA)f death, 
"and deliver them who through fear of death were aH 
**their lifetime subject to bondage." "Without Contro* 
^'versy great is> the mystery of godliness, God was roani- 
"fest in xJSt fiesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
"preached unto the •Gentiles, believed ©n in the world, 
"received up into- Alory." in these texts you behold the 
light of the knowlSoge of the glory of the cross of Cifrist, 
and the light of the knowledge of the gk>fy of God in his 
face. Compared with the face of Christ on the cross, the 
face of natni'e, though glorious in itself, is but a splendid 
fjloom. We behokl in it the glory of the Creator and 
Preserver, of the Sovereign and the Judge, wilhonTbeing 
able to discern his intentions and 'inelinations toward din- 
ners, enemies and rebels. But in the face of Chiist on 
the cross, we behold glory whidh cannot be seen in the 
face of heave n and earth. In his face, swelled with strokes, 
defiled with spittle, dyed with bliDod, and clouded with the 
shadow and horror 'of death, we behold God making 
peace through the blood of his cross, and reconciling all 
things unto himrself, dtscoyenng good will toward men, 
and proclaiming pardon to rebels, and etiemies, and sin- 
ners. On ihe mountain wbere Christ was transfigured, 
his face was as the sun. Upon Calvary, where he was 
crucified, "his visage was- so marred moi'e than any man, 
"and his form more than the sons of men, that many were 
"astonished" at Ilia appearance. "Yet thik waa the more 
glorious transformation of the two. Were the glory of 
tlie creation collected together into one luminous and stu- 
pendous mass, it would be darkness compared with this 
-seemingly dark but truly resplendant object, toward which 
we exhoi't every hearer to tufn the eyes of his understand* 

Seek interest in this glorious Person, who bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, and beaiii the names of Lord 
Jesus Christ. The wisdom which makes the foolish wise 
is in him, the righteousness which justifies the ungodly 
is in himj il;e power ^*'hicb sanctifies the unholy is an him, 
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the redemption wluch delivers from death and hell is in 
hiou "Of God he is made unto us wisdom, and rightc- 
<<ousne8s^ and sanctiftcations and redemption;" and all who 
are found in hin» are completer Obsetve the am^iety 
concerning interest in Christ Jesus our Lord discov- 
ered by Sliul of Tarsus, the gains wbieh be renounced for 
his sake^thi^ losses which he sustained) and the principles 
concerning fcan* which he received by revelation^ " What 
<<things were^ain to me, those I counted loss for Chnsi; 
^yea, doc^less}. and I count all tlungs 'but loss for the ex- 
"cell^icy.of the ^knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
*^whom I have suffered the loss of all ^^gs, and do count 
"iheiri biit dongr that I may win Chrisf; and be found in 
"biipy not havJKig mine own righteousness, which is of tho 
"law, but that whicb is through the faith of Christ, the 
** righteousness winch is of God by faith. That I may 
*^lnow him, «nd the power of his I'esurrectfon, and the 
'^fellcnpsbip nf his sufferings^ being made conformable 
^^unto his death.** . Comider tliese uncommon forms of 
speech; "Xnow Christj'* « Win Christ;" "Pound in 
«*Christr* What do, they mean^ Douhtless the nearest 
connesiion, the nearest interest, the closest union, the high* 
•St ))rofel»ions of veneration ^<^teem,and the iirmesi 
persuasion, that, on casting up accounts^ the balance was 
found to be s0y upon ys skle. With the citizen of Tar- 
sus^ thou hflst equal t»eed of reeonciliation to God by the 
death of hisSonv-0 hearer f and equal reason to reckon the 
report of it <'a faithful saying, end worthy of all accepta* 
"tioD." Tho»gh neither blasphemer nor persecutor, thou 
art a sinner, an enemy, a^rebel against the law and wHI of 
Gody^JD whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
*fwaysi" Wbatfbou needest is to be fovmd in Christ, ami 
in none else. Lift up thine eyes to his cross, and'i>ehold 
the plesfcsantest sight to^ag nitty and awakened sinner, 
"blood shed for many, for the remission of sins." "This 
"blood cleanseth from all sin,** and "speaketh better things 
"than that of Abel.". In the guilty ear, the voice of it is 
the sweetest melody in the world, and louder than the 
thunder om, Sinai« To objects in distress, the 4>lood of 
Jesus Christ his Son speaks the best and most seasonable 
things, deliverance and salvation; pleading before God in 
heaven for salvation to men upon earth, and beseeching 
men upda earth to be reconciled to God in heaven. Be- 
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lieve, O sinner, the testimony given in scripture to thifr 
precious bioodl According to this testimony, the whole 
world have access to the bcoeEt of that which was shed 
for many. «^For God so loved the world, that he gaw his 
"only begotten Son, that whosoever belicveth jn him 
^'should hot perish, but have everlasting life.'**- Would, 
you have a comprehensive view of the «fi!cacy and benefi]; 
of the crc^ and blood of oiM" Lord Jesns Ghrist? Recol- 
lect the spiritual and eteraal blessings bestowed on sinners 
before and since he was cruci^ed. Add to these the spi- 
ritual and eternal blessings which shall eontinue to be be- 
stowed eveiy day j^ntil the consummation* Think next 
of all that h&s be^n, and shall be, bestowed in h«aiM5a4)e- 
fore he appear the second time;, and ater that, of the gto- 
fy of the days of eternity, the fulness of joy ift the pre- 
sence of God, and the pleasures, at his right hand— These, 
all these flow from the cross ind blood of Christ. Sorely thou 
must be a fooMsh and thoughtless, a perverse and wickedl 
creaturei who refu^est and despisest such ricliesi TWnk: 
what thou 'dost, and what, "after thy lH#dr»S8 and impeni- 
tent heart, thou treasures^ up- unto thyftelf,^— ^even wrath, 
"against the day of ^wrath, and rei^elatlon of the righteouar 
**judgment of God." Heatken to the- voioo^ of tw Son 
of God: «eomfe unto me, all ye that tabor and are heavy: 
**ladcn, and I vwH gkcyou fest.'^ Till you benwtrriedjta 
him, and interested In him, 3POU cannot find rest unto your 
souUrand nothing is separating 7o« flK)m him but the 
perversenisss and obstinacy of youi« ^ills; Are not his. 
own words true? "I am cbnie that they might haV'C life, 
**and that they might have it more abundantly:'*^ "And ye 
"will not come to me that ye mi^ht have Ufe.^' B4it though 
ye should never come, Christ shall be glorious in the eyes 
of his IFather, and liis cross shall be honored thrmighout 
all generations. "The Lord ^all send the rod of his 
<*strength out of ZionJ and his people shall be wHKng in 
"the day of his power. No matt can come tmto me, ex- 
«^'cept the Father, who hath sent me, draw him. All that 
"the Father giveth me, shall come to me; and- hinv that 
"Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast otu." Amen. 



SEEMON XII. 

GLDBYING IN THE CROSS OF CHBIST EXPLAINED 

> AKD UECOMMENDED. 



Galatians Vl. 14. 

But Gt>d forbid that I ^hauld glory ^ave in the cross of 
^ our Lord Jetus Christy by v^kom the world is cruci^ed ^ 
unto mCi and I unto t/te worlds 

. THE Cross^of Christ fe a dark tml melancholy object 
to ii«tur«l m^iH and glorying in it is. an elevation of mind 
which appear)! to them irrational and extravagant> Till 
the eyes of the understanding be eniig^btened by the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, the glory of this object is never 
beheld, and glorying in it is neter begim. Before the eyes 
of the citizen of Tarsus were enlightened, the cross of 
Christ was the object of his detestation; and many who 
gloried in it feil victim^ to his-blind and intolerant zeal. 
After the light of lhe,kftow4e<lge of the g|ory of the crosi> 
of Christ broke in upon hh mind, hi & sentiments concern- 
ingit changed; but the pi4ncipies>of the world continuing: 
as they were before,. wherevet he preached the ci'oss, inft- 
dels traduced him<as a fool, or a madman; and nominal and - 
temporizing believers insulted him,, as a false 9Ud pre* 
sumptuous apostle. 

Glorying in the Cross of Christ is a bokl expression in 
language, which is not used by any holy writer except the 
apostle Paul. Though the spirit-of' wisdo.m and revela- 
tion suggested it, and though it expressed the common 
faith of Christians, some were surprised 'at the use of this 
new phrase^ and esptedally when the use of it in^itated the 
world, and exposed the chnrcb to the fury of the Jews,.and 
to the derision of the Greeks. AiccortliB8;ly, in the church'- 
es of Galatia, as manv as wished to avoid perseciition, am', 
by submitting to circunK:ision, to compound for their 
peace, gave up this bold expression, and the truth which it 
affirmed; supposing, that the ends of Chmtiarity^miahtbe 
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obtained without it, by glorying in the birth of ChriBt, or 
in his resurrection^ or in hi» ascendbn^ or in his interces- 
sion^ or in the honor and glory which crowned him in hea- 
ven, at the right hand of God. 

By the power of discerning spints, perceiving the 4ia]se- 
hoocl of these cool and designing men, and by the word of 
wisdom, discerning the tendency of their refinements in 
Christianity, the apostle breaks forth, toward the end of 
his Epistle, in this bold and lively manner: ^'But God for* 
*^bid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Je- 
^<sus. Christ." In ti^e preceding discourse, there is an en« 
deavor to exhibit thS^meaningof the esprea^n Cro8S,of 
Christ; and to display the glory of bis cross. Our dea^a 
In this discourse is, to illustrate the exercise of glorying m' 
the cross of Christ; and in order to do it more distinctly 
and extensively, we shall shofw what is import^ in gloi^- 
ing — Mention the considerations of gk>ryii^,xomjDaonto 
.Christians and peculiar to Paul; and then---^Illustrate the 
bold and lively manner In which he professed to glory r 

In the FIRST place, we shall show what is imported in 
glorying. Glorying indports knowledge of the excellency 
of the object in which mcoi glory; supei^ative esteem of 
that object; and persuasion and assurance of their ii^rest 
In it. Attend, O hearer,, umo the a^Ucation and illustra- 
tioaof these compreheDsive particiilars, ^vkd by tbem try 
thine experience in Chmtianityl 

Firs$^ Glorykig'in ihecFoas'pf our^-ord Jesui Christ 
imports knowledge of the excellency of ibis glorious, and 
blessed object. However^xcellent the cross of Christ be 
in itself, sinners never glory in it until its excellency be 
revealed and understood. Paul bath not concealed the 
way in which he received his knowledgeof its excellency^ 
and his manner ofi stating it to the churches deserves to be 
observed. In the beginning of bis Epiistle to the Galatians, 
he say&, "I neither received it of many neither was I taught 
"it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ: For ye have 
"heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews reli- 
"gion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the Church 
"of Gt^d atKl wasted it. — But when it pleased God, who 
"separated me ivom the womb, and called me by bis 
^<gi'ace, to reveal his Son in me. that I might preach 
"him *«^®^5 *^ Heathen."— To the Corinthians, he 
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gives thiQ account of his illatnination)i-«<God, who cam- 
^^fl(^anded the light to shine out of daikness, hath shinedin 
"our hearts, to give the light of the.knowledge of the glo- 
**i7 of God in the fece of Jesus Christ," Id an epistle to 
another church, the samf holy writer says, ^^By revelation 
"God made knawn unto him the mystery^ which in other 
^<ages was not made known unto the sons, of men, as it is 
"now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the* 
"Spirit, That the Gentile should be fel low -heirs, and of 
"the same body ,^ and partakers of his prQmise in Christ by 
"the gospel." Before the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the cross of Christ ^ined in his heart, this^- 
learned roan never. coftsidered it as an object of glorying. 
Instead of reckoning it the object of his glorying, he 
thought It was not an object of toleration; and, in the mad- 
Desa.of his seal to ea&tinguisKthe hiightness of its rising, 
compelled many whoi gloried in it to bkspheipe.' But no 
stioner w^e the eyes of his understanding enlightened by 
the feveiation of its glory, than his priQi:iples and conduct 
changed; and of this also he gives an account: "What 
"things w«re gain to me those I counted loss for Christ; 
<^yeat doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the ex- 
"cellency of the knowledge of Chri^^ Jesus my Lord.** 
Though thei'e w^re several circumstances extraordiaary 
in H&aHumination-and convei*sioB, the same light ^hines,- 
and the saine power exerts iitself» in the hearts of all them 
who believe. No man can behold the excellency of the 
Jknowiedge of Christ Jest^s,,nQr perceiye the necessity ^^ 
and becomingfi^as, and glory of his cross, till tlie eyes of 
his understanding be enlightened by the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation. "The natsn^l man i^ceiveth not the things 
"of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto liira, 
"neither can he know them> because they: are spiritually 
"discerned. 

Secondly J Glorying in the cross of our. Lord Jesus 
Christ imports an esteem of this great object. Glorying 
is one of the strongest and higliest professions of esteem 
and veneration for the objects, in which men glory. The 
veneration of the apostle for the cross of Christ may be 
estimated by the value of tI>ose things which he sacrificed 
to its honor. For Chmt he counted. the gains of a Phari- 
see loss and dung, and i-enounced every other thing which 
stf^od in competition with U>e glory of his <iros^. When 
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Christians turn their thoughts toward this ^reat (^ject, 
considerations of esteem and veneration rush into their 
minds, and give them the highest- complacency. They 
consider it as an effect of the love of God toward them \r\ 
the state of sin and misery, as the price paid for their re- 
demption, as the sacrifice offered for their reconciliation , 
as the satisfaction made for their sins, as the victory 
obtained over theif enemies, as t^e triumph> celebrated 
when these were broken and scattered, and as the exhibi- 
tion of all that is awful and lovely in the fece-bf God. These 
considerations of the Cross of Christ interest theit affec- 
tions, and raise it in their esteem to* the bij^est degree of 
importance. On a aubject of such mrportance, appUca<- 
tions may be made any where- with propriety. I- wish eve- 
ry hearer to ask himself^ Whether the cross of Christ be 
the object of lus veneration and esteem. It is -not doubted 
but that you all do esteem it in words and professions. 
Your associaliofl io the Testimony which you profess to 
hold, and yOurassetnbling together in thisplace^as-a body 
distinct from the established choreh, are proofs of veoera*- 
tion for this object* Nfore however is- requited; lund the 
question is still proper, Do you esteem the cross of ChHat 
in deed and in truth? Jffyou <fo, reading, and hearing, and 
meditating ^iK>ncermng its importance and glory will be 
very pleasant, 4nd glorying in it will not be con&ied to ooe 
day in seven. Jf)fou «j[«, JesiiSj who was €nioified,wili be 
very preeions, and, in your estimation fairer than tbe sons 
ef men, and higher than the angek oi God. A^d ^ifyov, 
do J his law will be regarded^ and bia commandments lab- 
served. C hmtiana who glory in his- cross, glorjFin hM law, 
love it above gold, and delight in it 4fter the inwurd man. 

mrdiy^ Glorying iH the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
imports persm^on and assurance of interest in this glori- 
ous object. Interest cannot be separated from glorying. 
Men never glory in objects In which they have no interest. 
We admire the qualities lai a good man, and honour himi 
with our commendations; but we do not glory in him ui>- 
Ie$s he be considered as a brother, or a relation. We ad- 
mire the beauty and elegance of a great city, but we do 
not glory in it till it be con«dered as the place of our birth, 
the place of our residence, the place where we have pro- 
perty; or tilisome ciMomstMice of relation or interest be 
added to its greatness. On all ocoaaions Paul is forwai'4 
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in professing bis interest in the cross of Christ: <<Criiciiied 
*<with Christ;'* ^<dead with him;" "fellowship of his suffer- 
"tngs^*' '^planted together in the likeness of his death;*' 
"conformable to bis death;" are modes of expression which 
appear in the writings of this great man. What doth he 
mean by them? Doubtless the nearest interest in his suf- 
ferings and death. Before he was made a partaker of 
Christ, he never thought of glorying in his cross; but after 
this, he seUom mentions it without acknowledging his 
interest, and professing his esteem. And if we foe not ap- 
]Mrehended of Christ Jesus, entered into the fellowsliip t>f 
his sufferings, and planted in the likeness of his death, o\ir 
glorying in iiis cross isjset to begin. Let every hearer ask 
bis;^ conscience in the sight of God,. Am I indeed appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus? When, and where, and by what 
means were ye apprehended? or, if these circumstances be 
not remembered, are ye indeed appi^ehended, and inter- 
ested in his righteousness, death, and love? If apprehend- 
ed and interested indeed, glorying in his cross is begun, 
and glorying in it will never end. How do they speak in 
liesven- what you who are glorying In the cross say orr 
^nh! <* Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
^'powei'ffsid riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor,^ 
^^and glory, and blessing." 

In the SECONB place, We shall set before you some of 
those considerations of glorying in the cross which are 
common to Christians, apprehended of Christ Jesus, and 
interested in his righteousness, death, and love. Among 
them, glorying in -the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is- 
considered ^s an expression of gratitude for his love, a 
proiession of dependence on his death, an acknowledge- 
ment of blessings procured by his blood, a^ appearance 
for his name and honour before men, and a renunciation of 
every sentiment, and every thing dishonourable to his cross. 

Among Christians apprehended of Christ Jesus, and 
interested in his righteousness, glorying in his cross is 
considered, 

J^rat^ As an expression of graUtude for his love. The 
cross of Christ is b demonstration of the exceeding great- 
ness of his love. "Hereby perceive we the love of God,. 
<*because he laid down his life for ps." "Greater iove 
^^isiath no nmk than this, that a man lay down his life ktr^ 
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"his friends.'* But in the cross of Chrbt, love greater 
than this is perceived: God laid his life dovirn for men, 
and for men who were sinners, and enemies, and rebels; 
and glorying in it is a proper e^cpi^ession of our gratitade 
for this gi*eat and unequalled luve. The death atid the 
love of Christ afe frequently set forth in the same teictl—- 
"Clirist loved me and gave hinfiself for me J* "Christ lo' 
•<ved us, and gave himself for us." "Christ loved the 
^'churchy and gave himself for it» that he might sanctify 
'fand cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.***— 
liis death cannot be separated from his love, nor his love 
from his death; and, in our exercise, glorying in the one ia 
gratitude for both. Impressions of the cross of Christy 
considered as the demonstration of his love, raisedin the 
A pestle that cheerfulness of spirit whicli tribulation could 
not depress, and adorned his conversation with tliat obe* 
dience which the law of grath^ide requires. "Thejove 
Mof Christ constraineth us, because we thus^ judge, that if 
*<one died for all, then were all dead. And thai he died fop 
<<a]l, that they who live should not henceforth live iin^ 
*< themselves, but untp him who died for them, and rose 
«^ain.*' Under the same impressaons, Chrretians vn^l 
endeayor to rejoice alway in the cross and love of Christy 
tnd to express to him who loved them, and gave himself 
for them, their gratitude, in holiness and Righteousness be- 
fore him aU the days of their life. 

Secondly y As a profession of de]p«ndence on hifr death; 
Among Christians apprehended of Christ Jesus, this con- 
sideration^glpryang is univeFsaily interesting. His ctx>ss,' 
in the particular, generalyapd comprehensive sense of tlie 
term, is the foufidation of their justificatiotv, and of their 
rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. Upon this rock 
•onfidence of acceptance before God is built, whatever di- 
versity or confusion of language there may be among the 
builders. In order to confirm this, and to open the eyes 
of men, a prophet represents the Lord our Righteousness 
under the metaphor of a Stone laid for a foundation; and 
an apostle says, "Other foundation caii no man lay than 
*Hhat is laid, which is Christ Jesus.** Building on this 
foundation, and depending on its strength and firmness, 
raises and emboldens believers to glory in the cross of our 
Lor<i Jesus Christ; and hence justification and glorying 
are united both in tiie promises of God and in their exer'- 
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<!isc according to these promises. . "In th^ Lord shall all 
"the seed of Israel be.Justified, and shall glory." "his 
*<God who JQstifieth^ who is he that condemneth? it is 
, ^Christ who died, yea rather Who is risen again; who shall 
"lay anything to thexharge of God's elect,? who shall se- 
^•parate us from thelov6 ofChrisl?** This union of justifi- 
cation and glorying in their exercise, is not dissolvable b^ 
any tribulations which they suffer in life. Depending on 
the cross of Christ for justification and acceptance befoi^ 
God, they take up their own ci*oss with joy, and gloiy Jn 
tribulation for his sake. Depending on his cross, and glo- 
rying in it, they go down into their grave, and fear no evil^ 
and will retain the same bold and honourable sentiments 
for ever, "These are they ^lich came ovit of great jui- 
"bulation, and have washed their robes, and m^de theflx 
•'white in the blood of the lamb. Therefore are they be- 
*<fore the throne of God, and serve him day and night In 
"his temrple." 

Thirdly y As an acknowledgment of blcsshig procured 
by his blood. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ in these 
considerations of it which we have exhibited, is a tree of life, 
and bears all manner oT precious fruits. Looking up to it, 
«nd glorying in it, the Apostle expresses his gratitude in 
these devout and subliine words: '^Blessed be the God 
"and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
*»U3 with all spiritual blessings, in heavenly places, in 
."Christ.** Particularfy, defiverance, from the curse.-^ 
<*Christ hath redeemed its from the curse of the law, be- 
ting made a cUrse for us.^— Pbrgrveness of -sins. «Iu 
"whom we have redemption through his blood, zvtn the 
•^forgiveness of sins." Compared with this blessing, th« 
kingdoms and glory of the world are less than nothitig, 
to a guilty soul. — ^Reconciliation. "You who \yere some- 
"timfc alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked 
"works; yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his 
^'flesh, through death, to present you holy and unblamea- 
^*ble, and unrcprovable in his sight.*' — Holiness. "Christ 
"loved the churcli, and^ave himself for it, that he might 
<*sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
"•'word, and present it to himself a glorious church, not ha- 
•**ving spot or wrinkle, or aiSy such thing, but that it 
"slrould be holy and without blemish." — Victory over 
^ath. "Christ took part of flesh and blood, that through 
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^death beioight destroy him who had the power of death> 
**'and deliver them who through fear of death were all 
^Hheir lifetime subject to bondage/' — Entrance of the soul 
into the kingdom. ^' An entrance shall be mini&tered unto 
^<you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
"and Saviour Jesus Christ."— Resurrection of the body.-** 
<<By man came death, and by man came also the resnrrec* 
<Hion of the dead; for as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
<<shail all be made alive."— Everlasting life. «As sia 
"hath . reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
"through wghteousness unto eternal life^by Jesus Christ 
"our Lord.*' These, all these, together vdth blessings 
which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor heart peceiv* 
ed, are fruits of the cross, and, by them who glory in it, 
thankfully and devoutly acknowledged. 

Fourthly^ As a confession before men of tke name and 
honour of our Lord Jesus Christ. Glorying is a declara* 
tion or confession of sentiment and feeling with regard to 
the objects in wliich men glory. With regard to the cross 
of Christ, Paul did not conceal nor dissemble his sentiments 
and feelings. By glorying in it, he published these wherever 
Tie went, on all proper occasions. "I am not ashamed of 
♦'the ;gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto sal- 
<»vation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
"also to the Greek. Yos therein is the righteousness of 
"God revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, The 
"just shall live by faith." The power of the gospel unto 
salvation is derived from the cross, in which this bold 
preacher. gloried* "For," saith he, "the preaching of the 
"cross is to them who perish foolishness, but unto us who 
"aie saved, it is the power of God." And again, "We 
"preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, 
"and unto the Greeks foolishness; but, unto them who are 
"called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
"and the wisdom of God." By these open declarations did 
this bold and faithful man publish his sentiments of the 
cross, and confess the feelings which the belief cf its im^* 
portance impressed on his heart. If we have the same 
sentiments and feelings, we should not, or rather, we will 
not, dissemble. " Wit4> the heart man believeth unto right* 
"eousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
"salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth 
<'on him shall not be ashamed," In acknowledging th^ 
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scripture to be the word of God, in receiving the con- 
fession of faith, and in adhering to the testimony for the 
importance and glory of the cross of Christ in salvation, 
which Secedera maintain, you have declared your senti- 
ments concerning this glorious object. Continue glory- 
ing in it to the end, believing it with the heart, confessing 
it with the mouth, and honouring it with good works, in 
your conversations toward God and nian. This the world 
expect, and this God our Saviour requires. ^* Whosoever 
*^shall confess me before men, him will I confess also be- 
**fore my Father who is in heaven. But whosoever shall 
"deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Fa* 
<<ther who is in heaven." 

Fifthly^ As a renunciation of every sentiment, and eve- 
ry thing dishonorable to the importance and glory of thd 
cross of Christ in salvation. For the riches of the glory of 
the fellowship of the cross of Christ, Paul renounced the 
excellency of speech, the wisdom of words, the righteous- 
ness of the Jaw, the gains of a Pharisee, and doiiendence 
on the sen'ices which he performed for the gospel in his 
ministry. In hone of these did he glory; on none of these 
durst he depend for acceptance and life. To him the 
cross of Christ was all in all for acceptance and life. This 
glorious object took possession of his heart, and left room 
for nothing else. So full was he of it, and so careful to 
keep out every thing in opposition to it, that he tells the 
Corinthians, "he determftied tolcnow nothing among them, 
"save Jesus Chiist and him crucified." In glorying in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, Christians renounce every 
sentiment dishonorable to it, and count loss and dung eve- 
ry thing that would divide with it the glory of their salva- 
tion. Depending on their own righteousness, arid working 
in their own strength, arc both given up as dishonorable to 
the Lord Jesus, who in justification is our righteousness, 
and in sanctificalion our* strength. Sentiments dishonora- 
ble to the cro§s of Christ, though given up by the light of 
our understandings, are not denied and subdued in our af- 
fections without strife and contention. Inclinations toward 
the law of works, which are reigning affections in the natu- 
ral heart, fight against living by- the rightcousncFs of faith 
and the strength of Chiist, and frequently bring believers 
themselves into the bondage of a legal spirit. 
2 



243 GLORYING IN THE CROSS OF OIIRIST 

After these considerations of glorying^ which are Gom- 
mon to Christians, we shall exhibit, in the third placef 
Some considerations of it which are peculiar to Paul. In 
tjie cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, his interest is common 
with Christians; and, with respect to the considerations 
of glorying which have been represented, his exercise 
and theii^ are also common. But this man is to be consi- 
dered not only as a Christian,. but as an Apostle of the 
cross; and these considerations of glorying in it, which 
are peculiar to him^ ought not to be overlooked. 

Firsts the Apostle gloried in preaching the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. With him the gospel and the 
cross are designations of the same doctrine, and preaching 
the one is preaching the. other. Wherever he preached, 
the gospel inclusive of the cross, or the cross comprehen- 
sive of the gospel, was the text or theme of his discourse* 
At Corinth, he determined to know nothing save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. In Galatia, he evidently set 
forth Jesus Christ crucified. At Ephesus, the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ, and reconciliation by his cross, were 
his subject. The riches of the glory of this mystery is the 
great theme of his Epistle to the Colossians; and on Mars- 
hill, among the Athenians, his remonstrance against the 
reigning superstition concludes in an assertion of the re- 
surrection ^ Christ frbm the dead. Although the term 
Cross be not in every discourse and every epistle, the 
Apostle always preached and wrole the doctrine of which 
that term is a designation; and so far was he from being 
ashamed, that he gloried in publishing, this doctrine to 
the world. "Christ sent me to preach the go?pcl, not with 
'^ihe wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ sliould be 
"made of none effect." "To me, who am less than the 
"least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
"among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
In these, and many other passages he professes his esteem 
of the gospel of Christ, and glories in publishing to the 
world the glad tidings of salvation through his cross. 

Secondly^ The Apostle gloried in defending the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Set for the defence of the gos- 
pel, and in nothing terrified by its adversaries, he appeared 
boldly for this despised cause, and spoke in defence of it 
before kings and governors. While at liberty, he reason- 
ed, in the meekness and gentleness of Jesus Christ, with 
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enemies of his cross, and persuaded them to be reconcil- 
ed through it to God. Against the strong-holds of infidel- 
ity, and the vain imaginations of men, he used every 
weapon in the spiritual armory, and gloried in bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 
When confined, this good soldier of Christ Jesus did not 
yield the cause which he hSid defended. In defence of it, 
Epistle after Epistle was written to the Churches, and his 
bonds were consecrated to its honor and interest. His de- 
fences in Jerusalem before Lysias, and in Cesarea^efore 
Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, aVe bold appearances for the 
faith of the gospel. Where the importance and glory of 
the cross were concerned, he spared not the highest char- 
acters in the Church. "When Peter wascome to Antioch, 
"I withstood him to the face, because he was,to be blara- 
"ed. For, before that certain came from James^ he did eat 
"with the Gentiles; but when they were come, he with- 
"drew, and separated himself, fearing them who were of 
"the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled like- 
"wise with him, insomuch that Barnabas also was carried 
"away with their dissimulalioni But when I saw that they 
"walked not uprightly, according to the truth of the gospel, 
"I said unto Peter, before them all. If thou, being a Jew," 
"livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the 
"Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the 
"Jews. We, who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of 
"the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is iwt justified by the 
"works of the law, but by the faith of JeSus Christ, even 
"we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be jus- 
"tified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the 
*«law; for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justi- 
«fied." 

lliirdly^ The Apostle gloried in the sighs and wonders 
by which the Holy Ghost confirmed the doctrine of the 
cross of Christ. "I have therefore/' saith he to the Ro- 
mans, "whereof I may glory, through Jesus Christ, in 
"those things which pertain to God. For I will not dare 
*<to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not 
"wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient by word 
"and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by the pow- 
**er of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round 
^'about unto THyricum, I have fully preached the gospel 
^of Christ." In things pertainii^g to God, Paul had 
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whereof to glory, aud, through Jesijs Christ, he did gVorjr 
in these things. Subduing the Gentiles to the obedience of 
faith, and consecrating and offering them to God, were 
great and honorable services, in which he had been suc- 
cessfully employed. But his instrumentality in these was 
not that whereof he gloried: In these services, l>e consider- 
ed himself as the polished instrument of Divine pow- 
ci", and acknowledged that Christ did them by his mims- 
try. The mighty signs and wondcrs^whit^h confirmed tl>e 
preaching of the cross, in his ministry, were effects and 
opeiations of the power of the Spirit of God; and glorying 
in them was not glorying in himself, but glorying in the 
Lord, who confirmed the word with these signs; and in or- 
der that all the churches might observe in his exercise the 
union of self-denial with glorying in the cross of Christ, he 
says in another place, "Most gladly therefoix; will I rather 
"glory in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
"rest upon roe." 

Fotirthly^ The Apostle gloried in Suffering for the 
cross of Christ. Wherever he preached, the Holy Ghost 
witnessed that bonds and afflictions were to be en- 
dured. But none of these things moved him: Neither 
the premonitions of suffering, which were given from the 
commencement of his ministry, nor the enduring of these 
sufferings till it was finished, sunk op dejected his mind.--- 
On the contrary, his courage and magnanimity rose in 
proportion to the violent attempts of the world to crush, 
liim, and persecution for the cross of Christ appeared ta 
him a mark of honour and a subject of pleasure. "I take 
"pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in- 
"persecutions, in distresses for Christ*s sake; for when I 
"am weak, then am I strong. Thrice was I beaten with 
"rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck; a 
"night and a day I have been in the deep: In journcyings 
"often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
"mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
"in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
"in perils among false brethren: In weariness and painful- 
"ness, in watchings often, in" hunger and thirst, in fastings 
. "often, in cold and nakedness.'" All this weight t)f afflic- 
tion for the cross of Christ, the Apostle reckoned light, and 
imwonhy to- be compared with the glory of reigning to- 
gether with him;, and, instead of yielding to the enemies 
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of the cross, gloried in tribulations, sayi(?g, "In all these 
"things \tre are more than conquerors, through him who 
"loved us." 

In the FOURTH place, We sliall fllustraie the manner 
in which the Apostle speaks of his glorying. His ex- 
pression is bold and lively: "But God forbid that I should 
"glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.'* The 
expression which our version has rendered "God forbid,'* 
is never used by hini< except on grave and important occa- 
sions, and, in using it on this' occasion, Paul protests, That 
there was nothing else in which he could glory,, in the 
sense of gloiying in the cross of Christ;. That he abhorred 
the thought of glorying in any thing else; and, That what- 
ever others might do, be determined to glory in the cross 
till his course should be finished. 

JFiraty By his bold and lively expression, Paul protests. 
That there was nothing else in which he could glory, in 
the sense of glorying in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
As a scholar, his learning was real and extensive, and, as 
a Pharisee, his righteousness was blameless and exempla- 
ry; as a preacher of the cross, he had converted thousands, 
and, as an Apostle, he was in nothing behind the chiefest. 
But in none of these distinctions could he glory. Compa- 
red with the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, his 
learning was refined ignorance: Compared with the right- 
eousness of faith, his own was pompous folly. Before the 
Lord his labours in the ministry were not pure, and his 
equality to the chiefest Apostles was insufficient to recom- 
- mend him to the favour of God. In several things he had 
whereof to glory before men, and, on several occasions, 
the harsh and unreasonable manner in which men treated 
him, conapelledhim to glory. But before God, there was 
nothing else save the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
which he could glory- 

Secondly y This hoJy man abhorred the thought of glo- 
rying in any^thing else. To build upon any other founda- 
tion his justification and acceptance with God, or to re- 
commend to the world any other foundation tiian the obe- 
dience and blood of Christ, appeared to him aa attempt 
which was both detestable and ruinous. "God forbid that 
**I should glory, save in the crossof our Lord Jesus Christ,'* 
is the language of detestation. When the zealous aposUe 
Z2 
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of the cross encounters any sentiment or practice dishon* 
orable to the doctrine of God our Saviour^ <^God forbid'* is 
bis ordinary expression. ^^Shall we continue in sin, that 
<<grace may abound? God forbid." ^^Is Christ the minister 
'«of sin? God forbid." ^«Is the law against the promises? 
(^God forbid." This detestation is a spiritual and holy af- 
fection, and, among Christians, is strongeror weaker in pro- 
portion to the clearness or darkness of their knowledge of 
tiie person and glory of Christ, and the strength or weakness 
of their faith in his blood. His cross is the foundation which 
the wisdom of God hath laid for the confidence of all the 
ends of the earth. To reject this either wholly, or build 
partly upon it, and partly upon another, ia to. impute 
lolly to the only wise God, and treat the kindness and love:' 
of his dear Son most disrespectfully. The substitution 
of any thing in the place asiugned by the wbdom of Godr 
to the cross of his Son, and building upon it wholly or par^ 
tiaUy our hope of salvation, is an heresy^ immoral in its 
nature, and fatal in its tendency. Under this hazardous^ 
and aggravated consideration, it appeared to our Apostle 
in the ciiurches of Galatia, and roused his zeal into indig* 
nation. << Behold, 1 Paul say unto you, that if ye be cir*" 
"cumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testifj^ 
^<again to every man who is circumcised, that he is a 
'^debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of none 
"effect unto you; whosoever _of you are justified by the 
<<law, ye are fallen from grace. O foplish Galatiansi v^ho 
«<hath bewitched you, that you should not obey the truth, 
"before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set 
"forth crucified among you." 

Thirdly y This bold and upright man solemnly protests, 
that whatever other preachers might do, he had determin- 
ed to glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christy till his 
course and ministry were finished. No evidence appears 
in his writings that he changed his sentiments concerning 
the cross, or altered his determination of glorying in it.*— 
At Covinth, where )ie determined to know nothing save 
Jesus Christ and hitR crucified, imputations of levity and 
inconstancy were thrown upon his character and doctrine; 
but these he refutes with candor and rotegrify. "Did I 
"use lightness, or the things which I purpose, do I 
"purpose according to the flesh,.that with me there should 
••be yea, yea> and nay, nay? But as God is true, ©or 
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f<word toward you was not yea and nay: For (he Son of 
»God, Jesus Christ) who was preached among you by us-— • 
<<was not yea and nay^ but in him was yea. For all the 
<<proniises of God in himt are yea^ and in him amen, unto- 
<Hhe glory of God by us." In that Epistle, which is sup- 
posed to be the last written by him, he exhorts Timothy: 
to *< hold fast the form of sound words which he heard" ^f 
him, and 'Huot to be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord." 
in the life and ministry of this Apostle of the cross, an ex- 
ample of integrity and constancy is set before us, which 
it is our duty, our honor, our interest to follow. No suf- 
ferings, no temptations, no discouragements moved him 
to disown the testimony of Christ,^ or to dissemble and 
conceal his semiments of his cross. No prospects of ease, 
of gain, of popularity, or feme, alienated his affections 
from this blessed object,^ and stopped his mouth from glo- 
rying in it. When death, arrayed in the terror of martyr- 
dom, appeared, he drew from the cross courage and 
strength to encounter it, and hc^e of salvation, with eternal 
glory, after the conflict. <^I an\ now ready to be offered, 
^'and the time of my departure is at hand: I have 
^'fought a good fi|;ht, I have finished my course, I have 
^kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
<<crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
<<judge, shall give meat that day;, and not to roe only, 
^but unto all them also who love his appearing." 

After these illustrations of the nature of glorying in the 
cross of Christ; of the considerations of glorying in it com- 
mon to Christians, and peculiar to Paul; and of the bold- 
ness and firmness of his profession of glorying, we shall 
conclude with some observations suggested by these illus- 
trations of the te?&t, and some exhortations grounded up- 
on it to duty and obedience. 

Firatr Concerning the person and glory of Christ, men 
are still divided in their sentiments. This division isnear^ 
ly as old as the world. It broke out in the family of Adam. 
The two sons who were bom first to him embraced oppo- 
site systems; the one building his acceptance upon the 
promise of the Seed of the woman, and the other upon his 
own works. As men multiplied, the division spread, and 
produced two societies, called "the Sons of God," and "the 
children of men." Through all the changes and dispeh- 
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sations of the Old Testament it continued-, and appeared 
in form under the ministry of our Lord: "There was a- 
^division of the people because of him, some saying he 
<<was a good man, and others that he deceived the people.** 
After he left the world, the division concerning him still 
subsisted; and under the ministry of his apostles, men 
arose whom they have stigmatised "Enemies of the crosS' 
"of Christ." Since that time, men of this denomination have 
appeared in every age; nor is the visible Church without 
them in the present day. Unto some, the cross of Christ, 
in which all true Christians glory, appears intolerably 
vile, or, at best, an inconsiderable and uninteresting object. 
While believers wonder how they are so Wind, as not to 
behold the glory which breaks forth from it on every side, 
these likewise wonder, on. their part, what charms any rea- 
sonable man can see in an object so trifling, and unimpor- 
tant. 

Secondly^ The existence of intelleettial blindness and 
depravity cannot be denied. Greatness and beauty meet- 
together in the cross of Christ, or in that system of divine 
operations of which it is a denomination. Here perfections,- 
which are the essential glory of the nature of God, and 
the revealed glory of hiS' will, shine forth in the highest 
splendour! here the greatest wonder appears — the Son of 
God, in the nature and likeness of sinful fiesh, dying a sa- 
crifice for sin, and a pattern of patience and self-denial! and 
liere the reasoning faculties of men may exert themselves 
with everlasting improvemenl:, and everlasting delight! 
This great and beautiful object b-, notwithstanding, ridicule- 
ed by some, neglected by others, and lightly esteemed by 
t\\e most part of men. To what principle is this almost 
universal disi'espcct to be ascribed? or what cause for it 
can be assigned? Intellectual depravity is most certainly 
the principle, and the reign of this disorder the undoubted 
cause. With respect to spiritual objects, the natural un- 
derstanding is both blinded, and prepossessed, incapable 
4)f beholding their greatness and beauty, and pervetted by 
principles eversive of their, nature and tendency. Till 
these principles be destroyed, and an understanding to 
know him who is true, given, the necessity and glory of 
his cross cannot be discerned and acknowledged. "For 
"the preaching of the cross is to them who perish foolish- 
'*nes8, but unto us who arc savedj it.is the power of GocL 
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f'For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
"and will bring to nothing the understanding of the pru- 
**dent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is 
"the diapoter of this world? hath notCrod made foolish the 
"wisdom of this world? for after that in the wisdom of 
"God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God, 
*'by the foolishness of preaching, to save them who be- 
<*]ieve. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
"after wisdom; but we preach Christ ci^ucified, unto the 
"Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness^ 
*'but unto them who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
"Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Be- 
"cause the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
"weakness of God is stronger than men.** 

Thirdly^ The difference between natural and spiritual 
taste is an object of consideration upon the subject. A 
fine taste is a natural endowment, and philosophers have 
laid down excellent rules for improving and perfecting it, 
and for preventing a depravation of the public taste, which 
is always detrimental to the welfare of society. But the 
spiritual taste, or a capacity to judge rightly of spiritual 
things,- is a supernatural and gracious endowment; and the 
rules for improving and perfecting it, and for preventing 
the depravation and corruption of it, are delivered iti the 
Holy Scriptures, with promises of the influence and ope- 
ration of the Spirit. Of this taste Paul is an eminent ex- 
ample, and his p:lorying in the cross of Christ is an illus- 
trious proof. Behold the man rish)g above himself, for- 
getting the privileges of his birth as an Hebrew, the great- 
ness of his learning as a scholar, the strictness of his life as 
a Pharisee, the eminency of his gifts as an apostle, the ex- 
tent of his usefulness as a minister, the variety and sever- 
ity of his sufferings as a martyr, forgetting all, renoun- 
cing all, and glorying in the cross, and in nothing save the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the cross, the essence 
of glory, the excellency of greatness, the perfection of 
beauty, and the sublimity of wisdom and love, shine forth; 
and glorying in it is a proofofa taste exquisitely spiritual, 
and refined in a super-eminent degree. How the apostle 
obtained this fine taste, we are informed by himself. "The 
"things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit ofGod. 
<'Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
(^Spirit which is of God, that we might know the things. 
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**which are freely given lo us of God. Which things also 
"we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheih-, 
"but which the Holy Ghost teaehelh, comparing spiri*- 
*<tual things with spiritual. Bat the natural man receiveth 
"not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
"ness to him; neither can he know them^ because they are 
"spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judgeth all 
"things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who' 
"hath known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct 
"him, but we have the mind of Christ." 

Fourthly^ The necessity of trying the doctrine of teach* 
crs is obvious. "As the mouth tasteth meat, the ear trieth 
"words." When you enter the place of hearing, it is your 
duty to hear and to try the words of speakersv Ti ying 
these is necessary* Good speakers do not always speak 
the words of the Lord Jesus. By good words and fair 
speeches, simple hearers have been deceived* If the dig- 
nity of human nature be sounded in the ears of sinners, in- 
stead of the corruption of human nature; if the works of 
the law be substituted for the righteousness which is of 
God by faith; if the refinements of Paganism, and the great 
swelling words of philosophy, be set in the place which re- 
velation assigns to the obedience and death of Christ, it is 
time to stop your ears, and to flee. This is the voice of ^ 
strangers, and not of the Good Shepherd; and against this, 
in the folds of Galatia, the apostle of the cross raises his 
Voice in the high-toned language of anathemas:"! marvel 
"that ye are so soon removed from him that called you in- 
"to the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not 
"another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
"pervert the gospel of Christ. But thoiigh we, or an angel 
"from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
"which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
"As we said before, sd say I now again; if any man preaclv 
*'any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, 
"let him be accursed." Accursed be all those rehnements 
which set themselves in opposition to the cross of Christ-— 
Accursed be all those refinements which are ashamed of 
the cross of Christ — Accni*sed be all those refinements 
wipich disguise the cross of Christ — Accursed be all those 
refinements which fill the room of the cross of Christ — 
And, once more, Accursed be all those refinements 
which are not subservient to the honor of the cross ot 
Christ. 



RXPLAINED AND RECOMMENDED. 35 1 

Unto these observations, we shall add one exhortation 
to righteous, atid another to wicked men. Righteous men 
are those for whom the Lord Jesus Christ was made sin, 
and who, in him, are made the righteousness of God by 
faith. The exhortation to you is, "Rejoice in the Lord, ye 
"righteous, and shout for joy, ail ye who are upright in 
"heait."^ Remember, brethren, the word of the prophet: 
"In the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ, shall all the seed of 
"Israel be justified, and shall glory.*' Here is both a de« 
scription of your state, and a direction to your conduct. 
The exercise of Paul, which you have heard illustrated, is 
exemplary, and the imitation is duty. He gloried in the cross 
of Christ, and protested he would glory in nothing else. 
Though some considerations of glorying are peculiar to 
him as an apostle, others are common to him with Chris- 
tians, and his exercise is a pattern to all who have obtained 
like precious faith with him, through the righteousness of 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ. In all circumstances^ 
therefore, and on every occasion, glory in the cross of 
Christ. 

Particularly, Amidst your manifold infirmities. Though 
crucified in weakness, Christ is the glory of your strength. 
Anointed with the Holy Gliost, and clothed with strength, 
he is furnished to give power to the faint, and to increase 
their strength who have no might. — Amidst your various 
errors and failings. The righteousness which Christ finish- 
ed on the cross, stated by imputation to your account, 
covers e^^ery imperfection, and secures from wrath and 
condemnation. Deficient in yourselves, "ye are complete 
"in him, who is the head of all principality and power." — 
Under the pressure of tribulation. Christ is the Captain 
of salvation, and, perfecting himself tl'irough sufferings, has 
consecrated suffering in the way to glory, and made it ben- 
eficial and honorable. "If we suffer, we shall also reign 
"with him;" and the sufferings of the present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which he will 
quickly bestow: "For our light affliction, which is but for 
**a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and cler- 
<^nal weight of glory." — Under the anxieties and perplexi- 
ties of temptation. In the wilderness and upon the cross, 
Christ himself suffered being templed, and hath ability 
and inclination to succour them who arc tempted. — And 
when death appears in his most terrifying forms, glory in. 
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the cross of Christ Beholding the face of this enemy, 
which cuts off the spirit of princes, and terrifies the kings 
of the earth, the apostle of the cross says, boldly and tii* 
iimphantly, «0 death whfere is thy sting? O grave, wher^ 
<*is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
"of sin is the law. But thanks he to God, who giveth us 
"the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Untler the character of wicked men are comprehended 
all uubelievei^s, who,m principle or in practice, arc ene- 
mies of the cross of Christ; and the exhortation to them is, 
Glory, and glory in nothing else save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Ye have heard that it is the honor of 
believers to glory in this object; and what is the honor of 
believers is the duly of unbelievers. The cross of Cbnst 
is a sanctuary, and the only sanctuary which promises and 
aiFords safety to the guilty. None who ever fled into it 
perished; and all must perish wlio refuse the benefit of it. 
Great is your danger, O unbelievers! Your state, notwith- 
standing, is not desperate. * As a bird out of the snare of 
the fowler, you may yet escape, and be delivered. Look 
unto Jesus, who suffered, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, His cross, which hitherto has ap-- 
peared in your eyes useless and unamiable,is in reality the 
tree of life, and all its fruits are excellent and comely. 
May the Holy Spirit impress upon your heart a sense of 
his great love in dying on itl This will win your affections; 
and, which the terror of damnation never will effect, this 
will incline your hearts to loath your iniquities, and to de- 
lightinhis law after the inward man. However yon appear 
in your own sight, in the sight of God you are guilty; and' 
at the day of judgment your own works will be like straw, 
and hay, and stubble, before devouring fire. Imitate the 
holy writer in our text. Are you blameless in your ex* 
ternal deportment? so was he. Are you exemplary in se- 
veral points? so was he. Yet all his own righteousness he 
renounced for the excellency of that which Christ finished 
on the cross. When every other garment is eaten by the 
worm, the righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ shall 
shine in the perfection of beauty; when every other glory 
is vanished away like smoke, the glory of his cross shall 
beam forth from generation to generation; and when every 
other glorying is tui-ned into shame, this will be the joy 
and rejoicing of eternity. Amen. 
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,TfiE EFFICACY OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST VTGS 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE WORLD UNTO 

BELIEVERS* 



Galatians vi. 14. 

■ By whom the world is crucified unto mc^ and I unt^ 

the world. 

THE cross of Christ is an object which adorns the 
records of lime, enlivens the history of the world, diftuses 
light and joy through the nations, and spreads beauty and 
dignity over the face of Revelation itself. Every truth in 
the doctrine of godliness points toward the cross, and de* 
rives from it value and efficacy. Every promise and threat- 
ening is connected with the cross, shewing the felicity of 
believers who have fled into this sanctuary, or the misery 
of unbelievers by whom it is despised and rejected. Here 
the most stupendous operations of providence meet toge- 
ther, §omc going before, and preparing the world for the 
exhibition of the cix^ss, and oUicrs following after, and pro* 
claiming its glory to the ends of the earth. 

Glorying in the cross of Christ, which is the privilege 
and honoiH- of saints, is the duty and inteiest of sinners. To 
destroy the prejudices of the world agaiiwt it, and persuade 
men to glory in it, is a principal design of the scriptures* 
After the destruction of his prejudices, the illumination af 
his mind, and the refinement of his taste, Paul determined 
to glory in nothing else. In the churches of Galatia, where 
enemies of the cross were appearing, and deceitful friends 
were multiplying, he avovvs this determination, with gi^at 
boldness and firmness: "But God forbid that I sliould^lo- 
^^ry save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.** 

A suspicion prevails, that the principles of the cross 

have not a favorable influence upon the practice of right-r 

eousness, and, in many declamations concerning morality, 

tiiese principles do not appear. It is proper, therefore, 
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' >,« -A. ■• . 



254 TH£ EFFICACY OF THE CROSS ON THK 

to bring this suspicion to a trial, at the bar of scripture, in 
order to discover whether there exists in any of these prin- 
ciples an immoral tendency. Before his death upon the 
cross, our Saviour laid down a rule of judgment, according 
to which the trial ought to proceed: "By their fruits ye 
*'8hall know them." This rule is equally applicable to the 
characters and principles of teachers, to their integrity be- 
fore God in their ofBces, and the soundness of their doc- 
trine, as to its effects upon the conduct of those by whom 
it is, or ought to be, received. 

The moral influence of the cross of Christ is exemplified 
in the doctrine and conduct of the apostle Paul. Under 
inspiration lie invented and consecrated the term, and, 
instead of being afraid or ashamed to use it, protested so- 
lemnly that he would glory, and glory in nothing save whifct 
it signified. In the doctrine of this preacher of the cross, 
the warmest regard to the duties of morality every where 
appears; and in his conduct, delineated by himself, we be- 
hold not looseness in manners, but precision in holiness; 
and instead of attachment to the workU devotedness to 
heaven, transcending the moral refinements and attain- 
i inents of natural men. «By whom,'* says he in our text, 
'^iL;. referring to tl>c agent, our iJbrd Jesus Christ, or "by 
*'which,'* referring to the mean, his cross, "the world is 
'•crucified unto me, and I unto the world.'* 

In these words a mutual crucifixion is affirmed — the 
world is crucified unto Paul, and Paulas crucified unto the 
world; and each crucifixion is asserted to be an effect of 
the cix)ss of Christ. We shall consider each crucifixion 
in tlie order of the text. In considering the first, we 
shall explain, The term <world;' the crucifixion of the 
world; and, the virtue of the cross of Christ in the cruci- 
fixion of the world. While tiicse uncommon and interest- 
ing particulars are explaining, we desire every hearer to 
give attention, and make application. Paul was a Chris- 
tian as well as an apostle, and, under both considerations, a 
subject of the influence of the cross. Though we are not 
apo!||les, yet if we be indeed and in truth Christians, the 
cross of Christ will have exerted, in some degree, with re- 
spect to us, the same crucifying virtue upon the world. 

The sense of the term ^world,' is to be explained in the 
FiBST place. Under this term is included every thix)g sen- 
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sual, earthly, and temporal, as it stands in opposition to that 
which is spiritual, heavenly, and eternal. That the world, 
considered as att enemy to tlie life, and faith,"and hope of 
Christians, hath this extensive meaning, the following texts 
make abundantly plain: ^^VVe look uot at the things 
"which arc seen, but at the things wliich are not seen; for 
"the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
"which are not seen are eternal/' "All seek their own, 
"not the things which are Jesus Christ's." "Set youraffec- 
"lions on things above, not on things on the earth/* "The 
"fiiendship of the world is enmity with God. Whosoever, 
"therefore, will be the friend of the world, is the enemy of 
"God." "Love not the world, neither the things of the 
"world: if any man love the world, the love of the Father 
<^is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
"flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of 
"the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
"away, and the lust thereof; but he who doth the will of 
"God abideth for ever." "Whatsoever is born of God 
"overcometh the world; and this. is the victory that over- 
"comcth the world, even our ftxith. Who is he that over^ 
"cometh the world, but he that believcth that Jesus is the 
«*SonofGod?" 

Uader this general sense of the world, wliicli by the 
cross of Christ is crucified unto Christians, the following 
particulars are included:— •Men of the world, who have 
their portion in this life. Between thfese and the men who 
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, there is an op- 
position of character, and an opposition of interest, and, 
in consequence of both, a continual conflict. "If the 
"world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
"hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would 
*'love his own. But because ye are not of the world, 
"but I have chosen you out of the world; therefore the 
"world hateth you." Men of the world are enemies 
of the cross of Christ. When he appeared in it, these hated 
and persecuted him; and their enmity against him, after he 
left it, tempted them to hate and persecute all who g^ried 
in his cross. Among this outrageous party who are aU 
way inclined to tear and devour, Paul had distinguished 
himselT, and, until the day in which he was apprehended 
of Christ Jesus, continued a fierce and bitter persecutor, 
breathing ou threatenings and slaughter against all who 
gloried in his. cross. — The honors of the world. Honour is 
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one of those showy and empty things, which- men of the 
World seek to obtain, and in whioh ihey always glory. 
Though titles and estates be out of their reach, they pant 
after fameand reputation, and treat themselves and one ano- 
ther with great respect. The extravagant value which they 
set upon themselves, and their endeavours to uphold one an- 
other in esteem, create prejudices against the doctrine of 
the cross, and strengthen their natural enmity against be- 
lievers who glory in it. "How can ye believe," saith our 
Saviour, "who receive honour one of another, and seek not 
"the honour tliat cometh from God only?" Paul, who had 
just impressions of the transcendent excellence of the 
cross, and gloried in it every where, was reviled by this 
violent party, and accounted "as the filth of the world, and 
"the offscouring of all things.** — The pleasures of i)}^ 
world. Men who are , of the world relish nothing which 
k not worldly. There are pleasures of sin, which in every 
sense are criminal, and pleasures of the world, which, 
though innocent in themselves, become sinful when they 
take possession of the heart, and divert it from the duties 
of religion. The latter, as well as the former, are renoun- 
ced by them who glory in the cross. "Moses chused ra- 
'tW:ji<ther to suffer afHiction with thie people of God, than to 
'^ "enjoy th© pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the re- 
"proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
**Egypt;** and Paul sought not the pleasing of men, assign- 
ing for it this substantial reason, that, "if he pleased men, 
"he could not be the servant of Christ." — The riches of the 
world. Gain is the great object of wordly men. Love of 
money, a passion inconsistent with the love of God, is the 
ruling passion in their hearts, and one of those worldly 
lusts which stands in opposition to the influence and glory 
of the cross. "They who will be rich fall into temptation 
"and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful luSts, which 
"drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 
"money is the root of all evil, which, while some have 
_ "coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
"I heMelves through with many sorrows."— The friend- 
ship of the world. Whatsoever differences and alienations 
subsist among men of the world, they unite in opposing 
and resisting the reception of the doctrine of the cross of 
Christ, and into their assemblies believers, who receive and 
acknowledge it, cannot enter, without getting to then*- 
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selves a blot. The man after God's own heart makes these 
professions before him: ''I have not sat with vain persons, 
^Mieither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the 
"cidngregation of evil-doersj and will not sit with the wick- 
*^cd." And by thewoidofthe Lord, one apostle says, 
^Come out from among them and hold no fellowship 
"with the unfruitful works of darkness:" while another 
pronounces the friendship of the world enmity with God, 
and every friend of the world an enemy of God.— The 
manners of the world. That great body of enemies to the 
cross of Christ, called the world, have ways, forms, rules, 
customs, and maxims, which they have settled among 
themselves, and which distinguish them from Christians 
who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and glory in his cross. To all 
1|hese the apostle set himself in opposition; and some of 
these he exposes, in the verses before our text, with the 
highest detestation:. "As many as desire to make a fair 
"shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised, 
*<only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross 
"of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circum- 
"cised keep the law, but desire to have you circumcised, 
"that they may glory in your flesh." This disgusting and 
motley form of Christianity, which deceitful and worldljf^ 
men attempted to impose upon the churches of Galatia,the 
apostle of the cross beheld with indignation; and, if the imi- 
tations of it in our day do not rouse our indignation, our 
taste for the cross must be vitiated, and our manners as- 
similated to the manners of the preseiU evil world. 

The crucifixion of the world unto Christians, who glo- 
ry in the cross of Christ, is to be explained in the second 
place. Crucifixion of the world is a very unusual expres- 
sion in language. Unto some it will appear senseless 
and absurd, to others harsh and disgusting. But by men 
of spiritual tastcf, whose senses discern good and evil, rt 
will be esteemed elegant and sublime. It is worthy of 
observation, though I do not know whether ye have all 
observed, that among the holy writers, sacred thin§^, and 
whatever in the dispensations of God is great and extraor- 
dinary, are sources of metaphor and imagery. Their spi- 
ritual style is raised and embellished by metaphors bor- 
rowed from his works in Egypt, and his appearance on 
Sinai; from his tabernacle and temple, from hb ark, hi9 
A a 2. 
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altar, his mercy-seat; from the burning of incense anal 
the sacrificing of lambs; and from all that was glorious ia 
the forms of his worship, and splendid ia the nature of his 
administration. 

The crucifixion of the Son of God is an action in every 
consideration unparalleled. Whether we consider the 
efficiency of God, or the instrumentality of men; the in-' 
visible causes from which it proceeded, or the obvious ef- 
fects which it produced; the perfections displayed in it, or 
the glory which followed it, no deed, no event of equal 
magnitude and importance, stands recorded in the history 
of the ad ministration and works of God. After the conx- 
pletion of tl^ds event, and the revelation of the mystery of 
the glory of it by the resurrection, and ascension of Christ, 
his holy apostles approached it as a fountain of new figur^ 
and ideas, opened to them by the spirit of wisdom ana 
revielation. Particularly, the apostle Paul embellishes 
his Epistles to the churches with metaphors from this sa^ 
cred fomitain, and discovers a superlative degree of spi*- 
ritual ingenuity, in the adaptation of expression sug- 
gested by the cross of Christ, to explain the principles 
and enforce the duties of Christianity. Though master 
of a copious language, which afforded abundance of fi.- 
gures and metaphors, to express his ideas of spiritual 
things, he has recourse to the cross of Christ; and by 
sprinkling his wrhings from this fountain, gives them a 
peculiar flavour to «very spiritual mind. When, represent- 
ing the state of the corruption of nature in believ-ers, he 
says, "Our old man is crucified with Christ, that the body^ 
"of sin might be destroyed." When describing the cha» 
racterof true Christians, he says,. "They who are Christfs. 
"have crucified the flesh, with the affections and lusts.*' 
When setting forth his own experience^ he says, "I am 
"crucified with Christ." Once more, when expressing 
the state of the world,, with respect to himself and every 
believer in. the cross of Christy this holy man says boldly,, 
elegantly, and triumphantly,, in our text,. '^The world is 
"crucified unto me." 

In*the meaning of this sacred expression we are deepl^r 

interested. Knowledge and experience of it are necessa.- 

ry to prove the sincerity of our profession, and to giv© 

effect to our endeavors to overcome the world. It should 

-be observed that the doctrine of the cross of Chjfist doU» 
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not oblige believers, who rejoice and glory in it, to hate 
the men of the world, or to bear ill will to their persons 
or their welfare; neither doth it restrain them from the 
sober and temperate use of the things of the world, which 
are good if men use them lawfully. On the contrary, it 
allows the use of the latter, and enjoins the love of the 
former. It should also be observed, that, in our text, the 
apostle considers the world a& an enemy to the cross of 
Christ, and a competitor for that regard which- is- due to 
him, ^*who gave himself, for us, that he might redeem us 
"from this present evil world.'* Under this consideration, the 
world could give him4io comibrt;. do him no harm; and, 
with respect to his great interest, was an expiring tyranny. 
Firsts The world could give him no comfort. It could 
i>pt entitle him to the favor of God, nor procure to him sal- 
vation, with eternal glory. A person nailed to a cross, 
which is an instrument of torture and death, is, by his sit* 
uation, disabled and rendered useless. He can give no 
comfort, nor render any service to them who look up to 
him, and behold his misery. With respect to believers, 
who are interested in the deatii of Christ, and glory in his 
cross, this is a figure of the state of the world. To their 
hearts it cannot give rest and satisfaction, nor facilitate 
their endeavors to obtain these blessings; because in their 
consideration it is nailed to a cross* In things pertaining 
to their chief end, tlie glorying of God and the salvation of 
their souls, men of the world, that great congregation . of 
evil doers, cannot assist them with instruction and couit- 
seL Fellowship with this society is broken up and re- 
nounced, and all unnecessary correspondence with it is in- 
fectious, contrary to law and prejudicial to their interest. 
The Aowor of the world adds nothing to their dignity, and 
gives no polish to the gems in their crown. Honor which 
Cometh from the cross of Christ is not only superior to that 
which is of the world, but a balance for the loss of it: "Be- 
"hold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed up^ 
"on us, that we should be called the sons of God; there- 
"^fore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
^^^Beloved,^ now are we the sons of God; and it doth not 
"yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he 
"'shall appear we shall be like him; for we shall see hioi 
"as he is." Pleasures of the world do not give satisfac- 
tion to th«m whj> rejoice in Christ Jesus, and glory iahia 
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cross. UiUo them the streams, at which the men of the 
world drink, are tasteless; and iVom them they torn away 
to the fountain of living waters, and joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom they receive the atone- 
ment. The wealth of the world cannot enrich them, nor 
make any addition to their treasures; and the mannerly 
which are formed upon its sjHrit and principles, are not 
their examples. Upon the whole, the world,^ considered 
as an enemy to the cross, and a competitor for tl>at regard 
which is due to liim who died on it, can be of no service 
to them, because it is crucified. 

Secondly^ The world can do fciem %?ho glory in the 
cross of Christ no spiritual harm. When a tyrant is cru- 
cified, his tyranny is at an end. By his situation his power 
is dissolved, and is no longer an object of apprehension aiid 
terror. This is a figure of the state of the world with- 
• respect to believeis; who are partakers of Christ, and in* 
terested in the salvation of his cross. The" power and the. 
enmity of the world can make no impression upon their 
slate, nor separate them Irom the love and favor of God. 
Of this our aposile is fully persuaded. With the glory of 
the cross before his eye, and all the benefits it procured in 
his hand, he gives a defiance to the power and the enmity 
of the world: " What shall we then say to these tilings? If 
"God be for us, who can be against us? He who spared 
**not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
**shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Wha 
*'shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? it is 
>*God who justifieth. Who is he that condemtfeth? it is 
"Christ who died, yea rather who is risen again, who is 
"even at the right hand of God, who also maketh interces- 
"sion for us. WIk) shall separate us from the love of 
"Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
"famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (As it is writ- 
"ten, For thy sake we are killed all the day long, we are 
"accounted as sheep for the slaughter.) Nay, in all these 
"things we are more than conquerors through him that 
"loved us. For I am pei-suaded, that neither death, nor 
"life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
"present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
"any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
"love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." The 
'World; notwithstanding, is still alive and in possession of 
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the power of doing evil; and glorying in the cross of 
Christ, by whom it was crucified to him, could not make 
our Apostle insensible of the. injustice and ingratitude of 
men. fiut the outward evil, which he suffered from men 
of the world, was overbalanced with the joys of reconcili- 
ation to God by the death of Christ, and, through the vir- 
tue of his cross, helped forward his salvation. For, saith 
he, <( As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our conso- 
^'lation also aboundeth by Christ. For our light affliction, 
'^which is but fur a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
^^ceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not 
*<at the things which ale seen, but at the things which are 
"not seen." At this present time, when persecution for 
the cross of Christ is suppressed by law^ Christians, who 
live Godly in Christ Jesus, are slill suffering from the 
world. The men of it are unjust and unkind, and, through 
remains of corruption, the things of it prove temptations 
and snares to, their heart. But their state in the favor of 
God the world cannot hurt, nor will this tyrant ever be 
permitted to come down from the cross, and subject them 
again to the bondage of corruption. 

Thirdly^ With respect to Christians who glory in the 
cross of Christ, the influence of the world is an expiring 
tyranny. Crucifixion is a slow and lingering death. A 
tyrant, after he is lifted up on the cross, doth not instantly 
expire. For several hours he may continue alive; and, in 
the figure by which the apostle expresses the state of the 
world, this circumstance ought not to be overlooked. In 
union with Christ the world, with respect to believers, is 
nailed to the cross. From that moment it ceases to be 
what it had been, a reigning and enslaving power. But 
as a tempter and seducer it still lives, and exerts itself to 
insnare the affections and recover the dominion of the 
heart. When the world is crucified, the danger is not 
over. Through remains of corruption, its influence is ex- 
tensive and powerful. Honour, and pleasure, and ease, 
and gain, smiting with pain, and shame, and loss, and in- 
conveniency, prove strong temptations to the last. Com- 
plaints of the tyranny of earthy afiections, Mid of the vani- 
ty of the carnal mind, are heard among believer* when 
their heads are covered with grey hairs, and their connec- 
tions with the world dissolving. The world, notwithstand- 
ing, as a tempting and seducing power^ is in an expu^ii^ 
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State. It cannot come down from the cross and recover. 
Sentence oi death is denounced agaiust it, and execution 
begun. Every believer longs for the tuli execaiion ot\the 
senieiice in the conftagi^tion and dissolution of this mon- 
ster. <^i3ut the day ot the Lord will come as a thief in the 
^night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
"great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
"heal: the earth also, and the works which are therein, 
"shall be burnt up. Seeing then that all these things shall 
"be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
*'all holy conversation and godliness? Looking lor and has- 
"tening unto the coming of thetWy oi God, wherein the 
"heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements 
"shall melt with fervent heat. Nevertheless we, accor- 
"ding to his promise, look for new heavens and a »ew 
"earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, bc- 
"loved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent^ 
"that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot and 
*« blameless." ' 

The virtue of the cross of Christ in the crucifixion- of 
the world, is to be explained in the third place. In our 
ycFsion of the text, we read, "by whom," which refers 
to Christ, and expresses the influence of an agent; and 
were we to read "by which," it would refer to his cross^ 
and express the influence of a mean. Christ and his cross, 
though distinguished in language, are united in operation; 
and in the crucifixion of the world, the agent and the 
mean, though distinguished in expression, are united in 
their vinue — ^the virtue of tl>e latter proceeding from the 
dignity of the former. It should also be observed, 
that in displaying the virtue of the cross of Christ 
in the crucifixion of the world, his cross is to be under- 
stood in all the extent of its meaning, or as a form of 
expression which is substituted for the whole of hia humi- 
liation. In this extensive consideration of its meaning, the 
following particulars coiicerning its virtue in crucifying 
the world unto ther» who glory in it shall be illustrated: 

Firsts By the humiliation and cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the world was crucified unto himself. As an op» 
]>osition formed and maintained by the working of Satan 
against the designs of his humiliation and cross, he con- 
demned it to be crucified an^ dissolved. The design oi' 
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Ills appearing in the world, and becoming obedient unto 
<3eath, even the death of the cross, was not to judge and 
condemn, but to save. '<God sent not his Son into the 
*^worId to condemn the world, but that the world through 
<*him might be saved." "It" any man hear my words, and 
^^believe not, I judge him not at present, for I came not to 
<'judge the world, but to save the world.'* For judge- 
ment he came, notwithstanding, into the world; and the 
world, which was already under condemnation, refusing 
to acknowledge him to be the Great God our Saviour, 
and rising up against hislove and authority, he judged by 
his doctrine and worksj^stifying of it that its deeds were 
evil, • and denouncing and confirming the sentence of con- 
demnation which adjudged it to dissolution against the day 
of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 
In this condition the world appeared to our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the days of his fiesh. By him its riches, and ho- 
nours, and pleasures, were treated as showy and unsub- 
stantial vanities, and with respect to spiritual and heavenly 
considerations, as earthly, perishing, and dying things.-^ 
Ungodly men in it who hated, contradicted, resisted, and 
blasphemed him, and at last condemned and crucified 
him, could not disconcert the designs, nor defeat the en- 
terprizes of his love*' Their outrageous and impotent 
opposition no more affected his honour and success, than 
the execrations and convulsions of a condemned, and cru- 
cified, and expiring tyrant. The evening before they 
nailed him to the cross, instead of being disconcerted by 
what was past, or dismayed at what was coming, he says, 
"I have overcome the world," overcome the prince, over- 
come the men, overcome the temptations, overcome the 
love, overcome the hatred, the pleasures, terrors, pro- 
mises, and threatenings of this present world. 

Secondly^ In union with Christ, believers enter into the 
fellowship of his cross, and participate in the strength 
and glory of its virtue upon the crucifixion of the world| 
This is a memorable revolution in their state. Though 
the same persons, their nature is changed by the washing 
of regeneration, aiwl renewing of the Holy Ghost. Justifi- 
ed by grace, and become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life, they have connections with Christ so close and 
high, that scripture acknowledges them to be parta^cers 
and members of Christ, to ^e baptized and planted Into 
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Ills death) and even crucified with him. - Their spiritual 
union, thoir new nature, and their high relations, are prin- 
ciples which, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, pro- 
duce that conformity or likeness to Christ, which is the 
heauty and glory of their conversations In the world. "As 
"he is, so are they in this world;" and as this world is unto 
him, so is it unto them. It is crucified unto him, and 
crucified unto them. Unto them riches, and honour, and . 
pleasure, in their opposition to the cross, are perishing 
and dying things. Worldly lusts with their provision, and 
worldly men with their false principles and evil works, 
with respect to them, arc in a Sfkte which as certajnly 
tends to death, and will as surely issue in it, as crucifixion. 
"None of these things move me," said the Christian hero 
who wrote our text. Bonds and afflictions, the ter- 
ror of flesh and blood, moved him no more than the strug- 
gles and execrations of a tyrant nailed to atree. Believing: 
in Jesus Christ, and improving the conquest and victory 
of his cross, he stood firm, looked bold, defied all, resisted 
all, conquered alK tiiumphed over all. "Who is he that 
"overcometh the world, but be who believcth that Jesus 
"is the Son of God? Whatsoever is- born of God over- 
"cometh the world; and this is the victory which over com - 
«elh the world, even our faith" in the victory of Christ over 
the world. 

Thirdly^ The virtue which crucifies the world unto 
believers, exists in the cross of Christ. It was not in Paul. 
He could not crucify the world unto himself. No such 
attempt did he any where make, and no such thought did 
he ever enteitain in his mind. The glory of the whole 
virtue he ascribed to the cross and power of Christ. "By 
"whom," Christ the agent, and by which, cross the mean, 
"the world is crucified unto me." In our text, the cru- 
cifixion of the world is considered not as an t'ffort of the 
strength of our zeal, but as an effect of the virtue of our 
fiedeemer's cross. Had it been left to our zeal, we 
could not have crucified it, and it never would have been 
crucified. The crucifying virtue resides wholly in the 
victorious cross; and to his power and love, who died and 
triumphed on it, the glory of the crucifixion of this enemy 
is wholly due. Though it is not yet dead, its life is in an 
expiring state; nor will it ever be permitted to disengage 
itself, and recover its force as an absolute and indepcnd- 
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ent tyranny, in opposition to the kingdom of the cross. — 
Its efforts, like the struggles of a dying monster, may be 
with considerable force, and frequently productive of ill 
effects upon the indolent and unvvatchful, and even upon 
the alert and enterprising christian. But through the 
virtue of the cross these shall be checked, resisted, and 
.repressed; and, as surely as crucifying virtue exists and 
reigns in th'e triumphant cross, this great malefactor, the 
present evil world, shall die, and its body be given to the 
burning flame. 

Fourthly^ By the triumphant virtue of the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the present evil world, which is con- 
demned and lingering under the toj:ments and pangs of a 
crucifixion, shall finally expire in the great day of his 
wrath. The elements, which in their present unnatural 
and convulsed state, are occasions of sin and haunts of 
temptation, shall dissolve and perish at the rebuke of his 
^ countenance, "The heavens and the earth which are now, 
"by his word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against 
"the day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.** 
Before him, ungodly men, who have been tempters and 
seducers of his people, enemies and persecutors of his 
cross, deniers and blasphemers of his Godhead, and des- 
pisers and rejecters of his grace, and righteousness, and 
law, shall be coyered with confusion, condemned and 
driven into hell, to be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion. "Unto them who are contentious, and do not obey 
"the truth, but obey unrighteousness, he shall render indiq;- 
"nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish." You who are 
glorying in the cross, and all who have gloried or shall 
glory, together with those who for the sake of it endured 
the contradiction and oppression of the world, shall at that 
day behold the last convulsive fit,tind hear the last expiring 
groan of an enemy which, with respect to y^ou, has linger- 
. ed many years under the agony of crucifixion. "And then 
"shall the_ moon be confounded, and the sun ashamed; and 
|i "the Lord shall reign" in tlie new heavens and the new 

« earth, and "before his Ancients gloriously.*' 

You have heard the sense of the term world in our text 
ascertained; the crucifixion of the world unto believers 
who glory in the cross of Christ explained; and the virtue 
of his cross by which it is crucified unto them displayed. 
After some observations, which the illustration of these 
Bb 
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particulars has suggested, we shall conclude with an ex- 
hortation. 

Firsts This present evil world is in a state of opposition 
to the designs of the wisdom and love of God by the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his obedience unto death, 
even the death of the cross, God designed to glorify him- 
self in the salvation of a multitude of perishing and lost sin- 
ners. But in virtue of the curse, Satan was pei milted to 
erect a tyranny over the minds and consciences of sinners, 
and by their means, to raise in the world a violert opposi- 
tion to the love and authority of the Creator, and Preserver, 
and Saviour of men. Under this tyranny, which has sub- 
sisted, is subsisting, and will subsist till the. present frame 
of the world be broken down and dissolved, the minds of 
men are alienated from the life of God, and an oppr)sition 
is maintained to the dispensation and reign of his grace, 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. The opposition of character 
which scripture acknowledges between men of the world 
and men of God, is a real and not a chimerical opposition. 
These two divisions of men are in opposite stales, and in op- 
posite interests, and the one is perpetually in conflict with 
the other. "Ye are of God, little children, and have over- 
"cotne them, because greater is he who is in you than he who 
"is in the world. They are of the world, therefore speak 
"they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are 
*<of God; he that is of God, heareth us; he that is not of 
"God, heareth not us; hereby know we the spirit of truth 
"and the spirit of error.** 

Secondly^ The world is under an incapacity to frustrate 
the purposes which God designed to obtain by the humil- 
iation and cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. By the cruci- 
fixion, the arm of tyranny is disabled and broken. Though 
the tyrant should not expire instantly, he cannot disengage 
himself, recover h^s strength and liberty, nor resist with ef- 
fect the power that has disarmed, condemned, and adjudged 
him to die. Under this image, or figure, the state of the 
World is represented. It was nailed to the cross when our 
Redeemer and Saviour was revealed and promistd, an^ in 
no one instance has it been able to shake the foundation of 
his throne, or frustrate the reign and administration of 
his glace. Its arm is broken, and its tyranny is ex- 
piring. Though its life is prolonged for a season, till the 
words of God be fulfilled; though it roar and make 8 
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hideous noise; though it struggle, and disturb heaven, and 
earth, and sea; though it raise war and persecution against 
the followers of the cross, it cannot prevail. Neither by 
its strength, nor by its policy, nor by its depravity, shall 
any of those for whom Christ died, perish. "I give unto 
"thera etciual life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
"any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, who gave 
"them me, is greater than all, and none is able to pluck 
"them out of my Father's hand." 

7%ircf/y, The virtue of the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, wTth respect to his enemies, is vindictive and penal. 
Of these enemies, this present evil world is a collective bo- 
dy, nnd the crucifixion of it, by the virtue of his cross, is a 
vindictive and penal, a just and an holy deed. Operations 
cff the wrath of the Lamb are executions of the curse of 
the law. From this curse a select number are redeemed 
by the blood of his cross, reconciled to God, and made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. But with re- 
spect to the world of the ungodly, who reject the Author 
and resist the mean of redemption, the curse is in force^ 
and the operation of it rendered more dreadful by the ven- 
geance of the Redeemer. Destruction, and we may say, 
double destruction, is the end of every enemy of the cross 
of Christ. In his office, the power of destruction, as well 
as of salvation, is'Vested. The execution of the curse up- 
on the enemies of his cross is judgment, which the Father 
hath committed to him; and that the execution of it upoa 
them will be inconceivably dreadful, is declared plainly in 
his word. "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, thou 
<'.shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." "He 
"who despised Moses' law died without mercy, under two 
"or three witnesses. Of how much sorer punishment 
"suppose ye shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
<<under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
"the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
^Hhing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
"For we know him who hath said. Vengeance belongeth 
"unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord." "And the 
"kings of the earth, and the great nven, and the rich men, 
"and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every ^ 
"bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens 
"and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the moun- 
^tainsand rocks, Fall on uS) and hide us from the face of 
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"him whositteth on ihe throne, and from the wrath of the 
"Lamb. For the great day of his wrath is come, and who 
"shall be able to stand?" 

Fourthly^ The vindictive virtue of the cross of Christ 
against his enemies extends itself backwards and forwards. 
It extended itself backwards through all the generations 
which preceded his crucifixion, and crucified the world 
unto Abel as truly and effectually as it crucified it unto 
Paul. It extends itself forwards, and, from his crucifix-, 
ion, hath exerted, and will continue to exert, its virtue un- 
til the world be dissolved. The waters of Noah, the 
flames of Sodom, the plagues of Egypt, the pjools of Ni- 
neveh, the dens of Babylon, together with all the judg- 
ments executed before our Lord was crucified, were 
operations and effects of the vindictive and penal \ irtue of 
his cross upon the world. And, since his crucifixion, the 
ashes of Jerusalem, the miseries of the Jews, the calami- 
nes of the Gentiles, together with the destruction of the 
man of sin, the crushing of the insurrection of the latter 
days, and the final dissolution of the world, are efi^ects of 
the same vindictive and operative cause. "For the Fa*- 
"ther judg^eth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
"unto the Son. And hath given him authority to execute 
**judgment also, because he is the Son of man." 

Fifthly y Unto them who have fled for f efuge to the cross 
of Christ, and glory in its virtue, the world should not be an 
object of terror. Paul was not moved by its effbrts against 
the virtue of the cross nor afraid of perishing by its arms. 
Who would tremble at the execrations and struggles of 
an implacable enemy, who is disarmed, condemned, and 
crucified? Though still alive, as surely as virtue exists 
in the cross of Christ, it shall die, and, till it expire, the 
Lord Jesus, by whom it is crucified is "our refuge and 
"strength, a very present help in trouble." "The hea- 
*'then raged, the kingdoms moved, the sea roared, the 
"earth trembled. He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 
"The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our re- 
"fuge, Selah." "The floods have lifted up, O Lord; the 
"floods have lifted 4]p their voice; the floods lift up 
"their, waves. The Lord on "high is mightier than the 
"noise of many waters, than the mighty waves of the sea." 
"Who art thou that art afraid of man that shall die, and 
•on of man that shall be made like grass? An4 
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ttforgettesl the Lord thy Maker, who hath stretched forth 
«Hhe heavens, and laid the found^ation of the earth? and 
«hast feared continually every day, because of the fury of- 
"the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where 
*'is the fury of the oppressor? — But I am the Lord thy 
•<Gotl, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: the Lord 
<*of Hosts is his Name!** 

Sixthly^ From the triumphant virtue of the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified un- 
to his people, there rises strong consolation while thii 
monster is yet alive, and in possession of riches, and plea- 
sures, and honor, and power. Before it expire, its strug- 
gles may be terrible. It may seem to come down from 
the cross, and to recover strength. By wars and commo- 
tions, by injustice and violence, it may be permitted to 
plunder, and, in a sense, to "wear out the saints of the 
*<Most High;" but these, and all the excesses it is capa- 
ble ofcommitting, are only the last struggles of a disabled, 
crucified, and expiring tyrant. Look in the glass of pro- 
phecy, and, from the dissolution of a part of the tyranny, 
assure yourselves of the expiration of the whole. "I be- 
"held till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and 
"given to the burning flame. As concerning the rest of 
"the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their 
"lives were prolqpged for a season and time." When the 
time of the end will be, is a secret which is not commu- 
nicated. But the virtue of the cross will continue to ope- 
rate upon the tyranny of the world, on the one hand, till, 
by a slow, yet certain process, its dissolution be accom- 
plished; and upon the preservation and increase of the 
qhurch, on thq other, "till we all come in the unity of the 
"faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
"perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
"ness of Christ." 

Believers, unto wliom the .world is crucified by the vir- 
tue of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, we exhort to 
patience. "Bie patient brethren, unto the coming of the 
"Lord," when your eye shall see the death of this tyran- 
nical body, and your hearts shall rejoice in the Lord over 
its dissolution, "Saying, we give thee thanks, O Lord God 
"Almighty, who art, and wast, and art to come, because 
"thoir hast taken to * thee thy great power, and hast 
"reigned. And the nations wcro angry,, and thy wrath 
Bb.2 
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♦*is come, and the time of the dead, that they shouUl be 
''judged, and that thou ahouldest give reward unto ihy 
"servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them wh» 
''fear thy name, small and great, and shouldest destroy 
"them whodestr.>y the earth." The day of this redemption; 
and revolution is near, and, till it break, forth, we desire 
that in patience you may possess your souls. This is » 
direction given to the disciples by our Saviour when fore- 
telling the wars and commotions which, wodld issue in th^ 
destruciion of Jerusalem; and to us it is a seasonable ad-- 
moniiiun with relation to the revolutions which will pre- 
cede, and the convulsions which will terminate, in the dis» 
solution fof the world. "Fret not thyself because of evil- 
-doers, neither be thou envious against the workers of ini- 
*'qu\ty. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass,, 
"and wither as the green herb. — Rest in, the Lord, and^ 
"wait patiently for his coming. Fret not thyself because 
"of him who prospereth in his way, because of the mariv 
"who bringeth wicked devices to pass. Cease from an- 
"ger, and forsake wrath. Fret not thyself in any wise to 
"do evil; for evil-doers shall be cutofT, but they who wait 
"upon the Lord shall inherit the earth.**' 

You who are in friendship with the world, and who are 
minding earthly things, we exhort to consider wbethev 
you* have not acted very unreasonably and foolishly to en- 
ter into connections with a body which fs to be soon dis- 
solved, and setting your affection on things which perish 
,with the using of them. Supposing you able to acquire rich- 
es, and honour, and power, what would such acquisitions 
do for you, were you to loose your souls, these immortal 
and better parts of yourselves? Do you acknowledge 
yourselves before the Lord to be guilty and unholy crea- 
tures? the first reasonable steps to be taken, is the removal 
of your guilt, and the sanctification of your souls. The 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, though hitherto despised 
by you, is the only expedieiit for taking away the former 
and effecting the latter, to the praise of the glory of God* 
This is set before you under the consideration of a hope; 
and fleeing to it for refuge, and laying hold on it for salva- 
vation is both your duty and your interest Millions have 
fled, laid hold, and obtained salvation. What hinders all to 
take the same course? "Come unto me, all ye who labour, 
f and arc heavy laden^ and I will give you rest;'* and "him 
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"that Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." Thi« is 
the invitation, and these arethe promises of the Son of God, 
who waa delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification. Obey hi» voicet O perverse sinnewjl provoke 
him no longer by unbelief, lest the next w(H*d from hi& 
throne be, ^^Tbeae mine enemies^who woufd not that i 
^should reign over them, bring hither and slay before me."* 
Slay them before mel This circumstance isrdreadful. £n*^ 
emies are not usually executed before the throne, or in the 
presence of the prince. But Chdst will have the enemies 
of his cross slaiu before the throne, and punished in his- 
presence. "With everlasting^ destruction shall they be 
"punished from the presence of tlie Lord, and from the 
"glory of his power.** In Ihis text, "From,** doth not sig- 
nify separation and distance. On the contrary, k intimates^ 
that their destruction is an effect of the glory of his pre- 
sence and power, and produced immediately by it as the 
righteous aHid holy cause. "Knowing the terrors of tlie 
"Lord, we would persuade men**^to flee for refuge to his. 
cross without delay, and to lay hold on the hope set^ before 
them without doubting. " Whosoever believeth in blm|, 
^^shall not perish,, but have everlasting life.'* Amecu. 
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GaLATIANS Vi. 14. 
'j^nd I unto the xvorld, 

CfllTICISM does not profess to arraign the style- 
and composition of scripture, but, under the beauties of 
just and ornamented expression, to discover and to recom- 
mend truth, which, through the operation of the Spirit, at 
once enlightens the understanding and purifies the heart. 
After a sublime and ornamented expression is suggested, 
'the writers employed by the Spirit of truth dwell upon it, 
and, diversifying and amplifying it in their own manner, 
adapt it to the manifestation of truths, to which common 
writers never would have supposed its meaning to bear any. 
relation. 

In the latter part of the verse which is our text, the 
apostle draws from the cross of Christ, mentioned in the 
former part, a metaphor, which, however harsh and dis- 
gusting to men who desired to make a fair shew in the 
flesh, was, in his account who gloried in the cross of Christ,, 
transcendently sublime. "By whom," says he, referring 
to Christ, the agent; or, by which, referring to his cross,, 
the mean, "the world is crudfied unto me, and I unto the 
"world." The vindictive virtue of the cross of Christ up- 
on the world with respect to him, and its gracious virtue 
upon him with respect to the world, are represented under 
the same metaphor, which, by the lustre and greatness of 
the object from which it is taken, raises and embellishes 
the sentiment which it expresses. Christ is crucified: 
what follows? the world Hcrucified, and Paul is crucified. 
By an happy ingenuity, of which the Holy Spirit was the 
author, he retains the metaphor which the cross of Christ 
suggested J while he varies the sentiment which it expresses, 
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and, in his own experience, surprises every reader with a 
niiitual crucifixion. 

The virtue and operation of the cross of Christ upon the 
world, with »'espectto Paul, have been explained in the 
preceding discourse. "By whom,*' saith he, "the world is 
<*crucified unto me." In this discourse, we purpose to 
explain its virtue and operation upon Paul, with respect to 
the world, "and I," adds he, "unto the world;" that is, ac- 
cording to the connection and conformation of the sen- 
tence, "By whom I am crucified unto the world." In ex- 
plaining this, we shall speak, first, concerning the person 
who is crucified unto the worldj then, concerning his cru- 
cifixion unto the world; and, lastly, concerning the graci- 
ous and triumphant virtue of the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom, and by which, he is crucified unto the 
"World. 

We begin with the person who is crucified unto the 
world. Though Paul speaks of himself in our text, we 
should not suppose that he speaks of himself as an apostle 
who preached the cross, and not as a christian who believ- 
ed and gloried in the cross. The truth is, both these con- 
siderations of himself are consistent, and neither of them 
ought to be excluded from bis meaning though undoubt- 
edly the last is principally intended. For this reason, we 
shall mention and illustrate only some of these considera- 
tions, or particulars, which are common to him and all true 
christians. 

. Firsts The person crucified unto the world is a christian, 
who is in Christ Jesus. ''In Christ Jesus," is a form of 
expressing the christian state, which is strictly proper, and 
elegantly simple. Our Lord used it himself: "Abide in 
"me, and I in you— He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
"the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without me ye 
"can do nothing." John uses it, "We arc in him that is 
"true, even in his Son Jesus Christ." Paul uses it with 
respect both to himself and others: "Of him are ye in 
"Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
"righteousness, and sanctificalion^nd redemption." "Sa- 
"lute Andronicus, and Junia, ray kinsmen, and my fellow- 
"prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also 
"were in Christ before me." There was a time, and Paul 
yemembeted it^ when he was not in Christ Jesus. Tho 
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tirge, and the manner of his entrance into Christ, are mia- 
uiely recortlecl; and whatever diversity may be in ihe cir- 
cumstances, believing christians euier into him truly and 
spirit u ally, each in the time of love and the day of power. 
In many passages, sciipture acknowledges this union, and 
affirms it to be the dtstiuguisluug priulegc of every belie- 
ver. Christ is the vine, and believers are his branches; 
Christ is the head, and believers are his body; Christ is 
the husband, and believers are his sp<juse. In virtue of 
their union tln^y have interest in his benefits, and by faith 
rejoice in theso as their riches. When he was crucified, 
they were crucified; when he died, they died; when he 
Was buried, they were buried; and when he rose, they 
were raised. Obeying, dying, and rising, in quality of 
their head of representation in law, his righteousness and 
fulness are ready and prepared for them; and uniting with 
him, or entering vitally and spiritaally into -him, by be- 
lieving the witness which God hath testified of him, each 
is interested in the whole, made the righteousness of God 
in him, justified, sanctified, and saved. 

Secondly 'i The person crucified unto the world is a 
Christian who is like Christ Jesus. "As he is," saith the 
apostle John, "so are we in this world;" and, "he that saith 
"he abideth in him, ought himself also to walk even as he 
•'walked." Conformation to Christ is the consequence of 
our union or interest, and in the first of these texts is re- 
presented as our distinguishing glory, and in the last en- 
joined as our indispensible duty. Neither the smiles nor 
the frowns of the world affected his walk and conversa- 
tion among men. To please them he never turned out of 
the paths of obedience and self-denial, nor fell into mean 
and unworthy compliances to avoid their resentment and 
hatred. Like one crucified unto the world, he spent in it 
the days of his flesh, and was no more aff'ected with its 
pleasures and joys, nor with its opposition and^contradic- 
tion, as temptations to integrity, than if he had been a dead 
man. In similar considerations believers, who are in 
Christ Jesus, and by the virtue of his cross crucified unto 
the world, are conform;f|^ to their head. He was crucifi- 
ed unto it, and they are crucified. Considerations of the 
World were neither the motives of his actions, nor the 
end of his obedience; and their obedience is not influenced 
by these considerations^ nor directed to these eudv 'X*I^Q 
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pleasures of the woild could not seduce, nor its terrors 
affright him, nor shall either its promises^or threatenings, 
as teuiptations to deny and forsake Christ, finally prevail 
over them to draw back unto perdition. Their conform- 
ation to him, which is \hs\f glory, was in contemplation 
before they were made smners, and even before their ex- 
istence as creatures. "For whom <jrod foreknew, he also 
"did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
"Son." In their union and regeneration, when they are 
renewed by the Holy Ghost, and put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true ho- 
liness, it begins, and, though it will not be perfected till 
their resurrection, the tendency to perform exerts itself 
more or less vigorously in holiness and righteousness be- 
fore him, all the diiys of their life. 

T/iij'diy^ The peison crucified unto the world is a chris- 
tian who loves Christ Jesus sincerely, and esteems him 
highly. Upon Paul, who gloried in nothing save in the 
cross of Christ, the love of Christ appears to have made 
the deepest impression. Its perfections and excellences 
are celebrated in the Epistles which he wrote to the 
churches, and these celebrations of the love of Christ 
unto him are proofs of the sincerity and eminency of his 
love unto Christ. With an everlasting love, which pass- 
cth knowledge, Christ loves all whom the Father hath 
given him; and his love to them is the cause of their love 
to him< drawing forth those professions of veneration and 
esteem which appear in their exercise and conduct. "Un- 
"to them who believe, he is precious," his person is glo- 
rious, his cfiBces are amiable, and his fulness is an object 
of admiration and praise. Nor is their love to him an 
occasional pang of affection, which moves them on solemn 
and holy days: In their hearts the love of Christ is a set- 
tled and operative principle of obedience, both active and 
passive, discovering itself every day in a prjactical esteem 
of his law^ and sincere endeavors to keep his command- 
ments. For, saith a man who felt its influence, "the love 
*'of Christ const raineth us; because we thus judge, that 
"if one died for all, then were all ctead. And that he died 
"for all, that they who live should not henceforth live unto 
"themselves, but unto him who died for them tnd rose 
"again." 
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Fourthly^ The person crucified unto the world is a 
christian who renounced every thing in himself, and in the 
world, that is against Christ. For the sake of Christ Je- 
sus Paul renounced his own -righteousness, which was of 
the law, and all the gain in the world which stood in oppo- 
sition to the interest and glory of Christ. In this renun- 
ciation, though every where traduced as a fool, he acted 
the part of a wise and sober christian man. Our Lord re- 
quires it from all his followers as a proof of the suprema- 
cy of their love. "If any man will come after me, let him 
"deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. If any 
"man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
"wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his 
"own life also, he cannot be my disciple. He that loveth fa- 
"ther or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he 
*Hhat loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
"me." Nor will any be losers by it, ho\/ever harsh it seem 
to flesh and blood. The gracious reward in reversion, or 
the hope laid up in heaven, will be an ample indemnifica- 
tion. Present and teniporal loss shall be overbalanced 
with future and eternal glory. "Every pne who hath for- 
"saken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
"or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall 
"receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting 
"life." 

In the SECOND place, we shall endeavour to explain 
that peculiarity of the Christian slate, which in our text is 
represented Under the metaphor of a crucifixion unto the 
world. It should be observed, that figurative language, 
used by the holy -writers to illustrate spiritual things, 
gught not always to be understood in every sense of which 
It is susceptible; or, in other words, a metaphor doth not 
every where signify every thing in effect which it can sig- 
nify any where. In the last sentence of our text, the a- 
postle retains the metaphor, crucified, used in the preced- 
ing sentence,. while the sentiment it expresses is varied. 
On the one hand, metaphors, generally different in their 
nature, frequently possess circumstances and relations, 
which serve as a bond of connection with respect to their 
meaning* and use. On the other hand, those which, in 
their nature and form, possess general likenesses, -bear 
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marks of discriminalion with respect to their tneaning and 
use when applied to the illustration of different subjects. 
' The state of the world with respect to christians in 
Christ JesuS) and the state of christians in Christ Jesus 
with respect to the world, are different subjects. With 
refation to both, the cause is the sanre, but the effect, in 
every consideration, is not the same in both. The virtue 
of the cross of Christ, which crucifies the world unto chris- 
tians, and christians unto the world, is tlie same. But 
though tlic effect of the virtue be so far similar as to be 
aptly expressed by the same metaphor, a different senti* 
fnent is under the metaphor^ and, iQ the illustration ofit^ 
this sentiment ought to appear different according to the 
subject to which this metaphor is applied. 

As the christiian state, with respect to the world, is re- 
presented by the metaphor crucified, the account whiclv 
our Apostle giVes of it with relation to himself is applica- 
ble to other chiistians. When he says, that h6 was cruci- 
fied unto the world, it is insinuated that they are also cru- 
cified unto it by the same virtue; and his meaning in 
general is, that he and they, vvith relatiop to the world, 
are in a state siniilar, in some circumstances or considera- 
tions, to that of a man nailed to a cross, and in the agonies 
of death. But, in order to understand this peculiarity of 
the christian state, under the metaphor of it, more clearly 
and extensively, the following particulars may be distin- 
guished and illustrated in the ex.periencc of the apostle. 
His connection with the men of the world was dissolved; 
his love to the thmgs of the world was expiring; his fear 
of the hatred of the world was dying; and his contention 
with the world, as an' opposition to the cross, and an enemy 
to his salvation by the cross, was near the en\1. 

Firsts The connection of the apostle with men of the 
world was dissolved. Though he lived among them, and 
embraced every opportunity of doing them good, he held 
no longer fellowship with them in their evil deeds. Fel- 
lowship with his countrymen in their opposition and en- 
mity-to the cross of Christ; fellowship with tlie Phari- ' 
sees, among whom he had been educated, and all his con- 
nections with that great corporatibn called the world 
which lieth in wickedness, were broken and dissolved.-— 
From the enemies of the cross of Christ Paul l^d with- 
drawn himself, and had entered himself a fellow -citizen 
C c- 
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M'hh ihe saints and household of God, who call on the 
name of tlie Lord Jesus. "When Saul was come to Jeru- 
"salem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples, but 
"they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was 
*<a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to 
"the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen 
"the Lord In the way, and that he had spoken to him, and 
"how he had preached boldly at Damascus ih the n&me of 
"Jesus. And lie was with them coming in and g^oing oiit 
"at Jerusalem." Separation from the communion of the 
world is not peculiai* to apostles and preachers of the 
cross. Communion with this body is inconsistent with the 
sincerity and purity of the christian profession; and in 
their conversion and union to Christ,- all christians re- 
nounce it, and enter themselves into fellowship with the 
saints. Though they live among the men of \he world, 
and reckon it their duty to be useful to society, their un- 
godly connections and familiavities with them are given 
up. Christians, who maintain unnecessary friendships 
and intercourses with enemies of the cross and balers of 
•the Lord^ are justly suspected of hypocrisy and insincerity 
in their profession and characCer, since tliey act ill oppo- 
sition to these rules for forming the one and distinguishing 
both. "Come out from among them and be ye separate.*' 
"Have no fellowfihip with the unfruitful works of dark- 
"ness/' "Walk not henceforth as other Gentiles walk, 
"in the Vanity of their mind." "Be ye not cbi>formed to 
"this world." f'Live no longer the rest of your time in 
"the flesh, tp the lust* of men, but to the will of God." 

Stcondly^ The love of the apostle to the things of the 
world was expiring and hastening to extinction. Crucifix- 
ion is a state in which the stjfferer may linger sotne hours, 
but will certainly die at last; and, though love to things of 
the world as ajust was not yet dead, or tslally deprived of 
power^in this heavenly man, it was dying, or in a state which 
hastenexl to death, and would certainly terminate in death. 
The cross and love of Christ had introduced and raised 
to dominion new inclinations and propensities, which loath- 
ed and sickened at the remains of his old afFectioiis.— 
Thhigs of which he was fondest before had now lost their 
relish, and, in their contrariety to the law of Christ, were 
objects pf his aversion and detestation. To him the pomp 
qf the worUl was an exhibitioa of vaiiity in the sight of a 
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dj^ing .man, ajid its riches, and honours, and pleasures, 
were bitter as the tssence of wormwood and gall to a per- 
son expiring under the a;^ony of crucifixion. Propensi-. 
ties, and inclinations, and feelings similar to those which 
reigned in the heart of this holy man of God, possess do- 
minion id the hearts of all who live Godly in Christ Jesus, 
and reign in hi.^her or lower degrees of vigour, according 
to their faith and impresMons of his love. Crucified by 
the virtue of the cross of our Lord Jesus Chrisl unto this 
present evil world, they behold the vain shews exhibited 
in it as men, with the shadow of death upon their eye-lids, 
would behold the decorations of a 9tage; hear the noise of 
its mirth, as one on a cross would enjoy a concert of mu- 
sic; value its riches as a man tlescendii^ into the grave 
Wo\ild cstdem a mountain of gold; and appreciate its ho- 
nours, as one at the hour of dissolution will prize a ribbon 
or a star. 

Thirdly^ The apprehensions of the apostle of the hatred 
of the world were dying. That mighty and numerous bo- 
dy of evil-doers* called the world of the ungodly^ were in 
arras against the^ cross of Chrfst, and threatened with de- 
struction all who appeared for its hon(W and piteresh 
Paul was singled out as an object of their resentment, 
aod schemes against his life formed a part of their sys- 
tem of operations. Tlie eminency of his office, and th^ 
liveliness of his zeal, and the strength of his reasoning, 
provoked their indignatioD, and exposed him on every side- 
to odium and popular fury. But though he was not with- 
out, feeling, his apprehension was deadened^ He felt as 
though he felt not, looked in the face of the enemy 
without fear, and heaixt the storm rattling about his ears 
like the wise man whose house is founded on the rock. 
Hence be uses, concerning his state, these extraordinary 
expressions: "Troubled on every side, yet not distressed; 
"perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not for- 
"saken; cast down, but not destroyed.— As dying, and be- 
"hold we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, 
*<yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
"having nothing, and yet possessing all things." Had be- 
lievers knowledge and impression of the virtue and glory 
of the cross oft Christ in the same degree, its effects on 
their fears and apprehensions of ungodly nier^ would ba 
similar in them all. Of all sufferings, those to which we 
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are exposed iti following Chmt are (east to be dreaded* 
"Fear none of these things which thou slialt suffer," saith 
he to the angel of the church in Smyma; "behold the de- 
"vil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye. may be irU 
"ed, and ye shall h^ve tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
"unto death, and I uilj give thee a crown of life." 

Four t/j/yy The struggling and contention of the apostle 
with the rulcrs^of the, darkness of this world were; near 
their end. Crucifixion is a painful and lingering death, 
and the metaphor taken from it to express his state with 
relation to the world, insinuates tbat^he was still wrestling 
and suflering, but tliati^bis wrestlings and sufTerings, like 
those of a man nailed to a cross, were near their end. In 
renouncing outward advantages foi* Ibe excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord, flesh and blood felt 
themselves hurt. Denying himself the pleasure of jease, 
the honour of f^putati(>n, the enjoymeot of relations, and a 
multitude of other objects in themselves innocfenlt ?ind de- 
sirable, occasioned pangs similar, in some of their circum-' 
stances, to the anguish of a man in the agonies of death; 
and hence, in the descriptions of his exerdsc, he uses th<» 
tcmis striving, wrestling, fighting, warring, and several 
others, ail expressing contention. "For we wcestie not 
"against flesh and blood*** The interests, and reason*- 
ings, nnd solicitations of animal pature, in our^kesand 
worldly men, are not all the enemies against which we are 
conte^idingf "We wrestle also against principalities, 
"against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
"world, against spiritual wickedness in high, places." 
, Christiana, who count all things but loss for Christ, not- 
withstanding the differences in their ranks and situations^ 
are engaged in the same, warfare; and while their connec- 
tion with the world is not dissolved, aiiwi while inclinations 
and* propensities toward it work in then' members, theic 
contention with its lusts ami desires is prolonged, and their 
vexation and anguish drawn out to the death of the body, 
when the crucifixion of each to it is completed by the tri- 
umphant virtne and glory of the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In the THIRD place, wc shall illustrate tlte operation of 
the triump{iant and gracious virtue of the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom and by which Paul wa?^ era- 
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Gified, and bywhom and by which christians are crucified 
unto tiie world. In order to illustrate more clearly and 
extensively the glory of this supernatural and divine ope- 
* ration, of which Christians in Christ Jesusare all conscious, 
in higher or lower degrees, these distinctions shall be ob- 
served: The Hand of an Agent; the Working of a Cause; 
and the Efficacy of a Mean.— We do not lay down the dis- 
tinctions asc sepai'ate fomtdations, nor shall we build upon 
them separate doctrines. They are introduced solely for 
the aid <>f memory, in retaining variousil lustrations of that 
triumphant and gracious virtue, which are condensed in 
the x>peratioTi of the cross of' Christ upon the crucifixion 
of believers unto the world. 

Ftrnty In the operation of this triumphant and gracious 
virtue, there is the hand of the agent by whom our cru- 
cifixion vtXiXi^ the world is effected. Paul did not, and 
could not crucify himself unto the world. In himself he 
had neither strength nor courage for this action. The 
love of Christ was a reigpiing principle of action in his, 
8aul,-andf by its sovereign asceiidancy over his heart, re- 
strained him from the attempt. To Christ living in him 
he ascribed his own living unto Ood: "I live, yet not I, 
«but Xhrist liveth in me;" and to the cj'ucifixion and 
death of Christ for him, this christian man ascribed his 
own croci&cion and death unto the world. To the opera- 
lion of the same gracious and almighty hand, christians 
ascribe their crucifixion xmXo the world. This revolution 
in their heart is not effected by natural reason, nor the 
power of free*wiH,- which the vanity of man supposes to be 
capable of mighty achievements, but by his hand, and 
power, and spirit, who loved them, and gave himself for 
thetii. By his divine power the new man, which is renew- 
ed in knowledge after the image of him who created him, 
is fbrtned, and , raised to dominion over the affections and 
propensities of their hearts;- and, by the same power, the 
old ttian is sub^lued, aiKl deprived of dominion, and reduced 
to the condition of a crucified and dying body. "F am 
"crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not J, but 
**Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the 
"flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
Kme and gav^ims^lf for me." "Knowing this, that our 
"old man is crueified with him, that the body of sin miglit 
-^tbe destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.'* 
C c 2 
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Secondly y In the operation of this triufnphent andgra- 
cious virtue, there is the working of the cause by which- 
our crucifixion unto the world is effected. The cross^ 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is an operating cause, adequate 
to the production of this great effect in the state of his- 
people. Represented in hia cro8% and by union with him 
baptized into his death, they are conformed to his state* 
with respect to the world. Of this conformation an apos- 
tle has given a just description in these wmpje and easy^ 
vyords: "As he ia, so are we in this world;'' and the descrip- 
tion of our Saviour hin>self, in his prayer, isvcgoally sira* 
pie and easy: "They are not of the world, cvA as I am 
"nol.of the world." How gracious is the^working-of tWb^ 
invisible atid effectual causel The cross of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ dissolves our sinful connections with this pre- 
sent evil world, destroys in us the domimon of its lusts 
and the force of its terrors, and gives virtue and effect 
to our struggles and contentions with its spirit,, and prin- 
ciples, and manners, until our death unto it be completed.. 
Of these gracious workings^ christians, who live inthfe 
flesh by the faith of the Son of God, have sound experi- 
ence, and hearken to the word of exhortation with plea- 
sure. "Forasmuch then as Christ bath auffefcd ^or U9 
"in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the sama 
"mind,JiM? he who hath suffered in the flesh hatb ceased 
"from sin. That he ho longer should live the rest of hi* - 
"time in the flesh, to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
"God." . 

Thirdly, In the operation of thia gracious and tnum* 
phant virtue, tiiere is the ei&cacybf amean,.by whichour 
crucifixion unto the world is effected. The doctrine of 
the humiliation and cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, receiv- 
ed with faith and love, and engraven on the heart by the 
power of his Spiiit, is the efficacious mean by which the 
dprninion cf worldly lusts is^ broken, and a shock given to 
the life of the whole body of sin, similar, in some circomi 
staaies, to that which is felt when a person is fixed to a 
cross with nails. By natural men the mean is despised^ 
and charged with weakness and folly. Never having felt 
its power, they deny the existence of its power^ and ima- 
gine, that rational considei;ationsof earthly, Compared with 
heavenly tWngs, arc wiser and belter expedients for stop- 
ping the current of our affections to the world, and^ tarn* 
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ing it back toward the supreme good. But among be- 
lievers this efficacious instrument of the power and wis- 
dom of God, the cross of our Lord Jesus Chriat) is a sub- 
ject of. expejeieoeey and a ground of triumph. Paul was 
not ashamed to preach it to the world; and, while Jews 
stumbled and felU and Greeks mocked and perished in 
their own cornipttony he both experienced and affirmed 
^^Christ cruci&ed to be the power of God, and the wisdom o§ 
^^Godytothemwhoare saved,wbetherJewaor Greeks." He 
bad been alive to the wc»*ld while a furiousand self-righteous 
Pharisee. Ricbes^and honor, and pleasure, were the objects 
which he courted; and hi» own ngbteou^iess was the. idol 
before whicb he bowed down himself every day. But this 
mighty instruoient of the power of God, the revelation of 
the riches of tfaegloi»y of the mystery of the cfoss of Christy 
effected a revK>lutiou in his heart^which, under inspira- 
tion^ is recorded and transmitted by himself fbi* the in* 
structioD and admiration of succeeding^ges, ip this fornn 
of expression, <^By whom J am crucified unto the world.'' 
In their union wkh Christ, christians enter into the fel- 
lowship of thift mystery, and participate in the crucifying 
virtue of his cross* By the gracious and triumphant effi- 
cacy of thift glorious, instrument of wisdom . and power^ 
they are crucified unto the world. The stream of their 
affections is turned into an inverted phannel, and, instead 
of descending to things b^lowj is observed ascending to 
things above. .. Hence, the exhortation and motive: ^'Set 
<<yotir affections on things above, not on things on the earth. 
^<For ye are dead," dead to the law. and crucified unto 
the world, "and your life is hid with Christ in God." 

After describing the character of the person who i» 
crucified unto the vicorld by the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; explaining the nature of his crucifixion unto the 
world, which is a peculiarity in the christian, state; and 
illustrating the gracious and triumphant virtue of the 
cr<»sofChridt, by whi(ph his crucifixion unto the world 'jp^ 
effect ed, some observations .upon the whole shall be con- 
sidered: Particularly— crucifixion unto the world is a 
peeuliarity.of the .character of christians m Christ Jesus— 
Conformation to*^ Christ In crucifixion unto the world is 
the -glory of cltristians-^Cpnformation to Christ in our 
|:ruc^xioD^ unto the world is effected in ua by the opera- 
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tion of the virtue of his cross— -The ▼irtuc of his cvcB»f 
which eflfects our crucifixion unto, the world, is enjoyed 
by believing and glorying in his .cross; and— -From our 
criiciiixion unto the world, as a work effected io us by the 
virtue of the cross of Christ, is derived. virtue to ci'ucify 
ourselves unto the world, as a duty of obedience to ther 
law of Christ.-^ An illustration of each of these observa- 
tions, will, by the biessing-of God, be useful and edifying. 

/'"iratj Crucifixion unto the world i% a peculiar ity of the 
character of christians in Christ J^siis. 4n the character 
of no other description of men doth it exisL Upon the 
face of the conversations of professQrs who .are not in 
Christ, and even of heathens who are aiieuated from him ^ 
likenesses to the external part of it may be painted. But 
these are not deeper than fair shews in the flesh: ..Con- 
tempt of riches, indi£rerenc& for rank at^l dislinction, and 
deadness to fleshly lusts, denying ourselves some earthly 
pleasures, do not come up to crucifixion unto the world, 
which is a peculiarity of the christian character. Tliis 
peculiarity transcends the paintings both of hypocrisy 
and philosophy, and appears no where but upon, the face 
of conversations in Christ. None, except .men in Christ, 
are crucified; and all in him are siMvituaUy CHicified iinto 
the world. Their fellowship with the men of it is dissol- 
ved; their love to the things-of it is.expiringj their irppre- 
hensions of its ill-will toward them .are dying; and theiir 
contention with its spirit, and pow.er6,.and manners, is. has- 
, tening to the end. "This I say, brethren, the time is 
•'short. It remaineth that both tliey wlu>; have wives, be 
«as though they hact none;, and they who weep, as though 
"they wept not; and they who rejoice, as though they re- 
"joiced not; and they who buy,: as though they possessed 
"not; and they who use this.world as not abusing it; for the 
"fashion of this world, passeth away." "And the world 
"passeth away, tind tlie lust thereof; but he who doth the- 
"will of God abideth for ever." This crucifixion doth 
©ot obstruct the course of cxch^ng^, nor^ dissolve the du- 
ties of commerce. The comforts of life are not touched 
by it, nor christians rendered insensible of the blessings of 
ease, honour, and afifiuence. Our rank in the world is 
not afi*ected by our crucifixion tmto it, nor is the use of 
any good things furnished by. the providence of God pro- 
hibited. Obligations to industry continue in their vigoup, 
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and ability^ (o make contracts, and to acquire and enjojr 
their profit^ stands firm and imim paired. But by our 
crucifixion alt these ^exertions and sensibilities are turned 
into new channels, and made subservient to our glorying 
and enjoying God^ the all-sufXicient, independent, and ever- 
lasting {portion of our souls. 

' Stcondltff Conformation to Christ in their crucifixion 
xmto the wortd is the glory of christians. Fair shews may 
be made intlie flesh, where there is no likeness to Christ 
in* the heart. Appearances may be counterfeited and as* 
sumed. The graces and decencies 'of a profession may be 
burnished to a conMderable degree of brightness^ andj ip 
times of ease and quietness, preserved without difficulty 
among men mho are not conformed to the image of the 
Son of God. But in these there is no spiritual glory, nor 
of themselves are these evidences of crucifixion unto the 
vorld.> The conformation, which is the glory of our cru- 
cifixion, rises in the hidden man of the heart; and, breaking 
forth upon th(» conversation in spiritual and holy actiOns,,- 
i^nders our crucifixion tmto the world, by the virtue of 
the cross of Christ, visible and conspicuous. Unto this 
conformation his elect were predestinated before the foun- 
dation of the world was laid, and by it they are adorned 
and dignified when they are baptized into his death.— ?• 
Like the light of the morning,^ it shines more and more 
unto the perfect day; when, by their resurrection, it will 
break forth gloriously, and, in th^ kingdom of their Father,. 
abine as the brightness of the firmament, for ever and 
ever. "Foi' if we have been planted together In the like- 
c'ness of his death, we fthall l>6^ also in the likened of his 
"resurrection.** "And as we have borne the image of the 
*'earthy, we shall also bear the imag^ of the heavenly."—* 
"Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashion* 
^'cd like iinto his glorious body, according to the working 
"whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto him- 
"self.** "We know, that when he shall appear we shall 
"be like him, for we shall see him as he is.'* 

Thirdl'^ Conformation to Christ in our crucifixion un- 
to the world is effected in us by the virtue of his cross.— 
Suffering and dying under the character of our represen- 
tative in law, the virtue of hi^ sufferings and death rea- 
ches unto our state in law, and produces a confofmatlon 
W4fich^ though ridiculed by natural vfitvi^ to christians ia 
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him is a subject of experience. He was crucified foi^ 
them, and titey are cruciBed wlih ibim. U\ -hi^ t^ru^ 
cifixion for them, he wii& crucified tinto the worlds 
and in their crucifixion with him^ they are , crur 
cified unto the world. The virtue of hb crucifixion- for 
them, crucified him unto the-worWj and tiirough their era*' 
cifixion with him, er«cifieB them? uiito the WarlcL' Dotli 
this crucifying and triumpliant virtue of the cross of our 
Lo» d Jesus Christ transcend all experience? Ii doth, in- 
deed, transcend the experience of natm*al and earthly men,. 
But thoug^h the langua^^eof it be highyit isiiotwithstanding 
an object of knowletlge and boasting among men who are 
spiritual and heavenly. VVitli the knowledge of this sub-- 
lime object, Paul was enlightened^ andr by hjm it was- 
taught with great energy of expresMot* and .melaphor*' 
^Crucified with Christ," "Baptized into his death,'* 
•fPlanted together in the likeness of his death," "Xnowing: 
"the fellowship of his sufferingsj*' "Made conforma^ble un- 
^ "to bis death," "Dead with him/' "Buried with him,** 
"Risen with him," are metaphors and forms of ex-pressioit 
ynder which the operation of thi^ vktue i;K set forth in the 
writings of this lioly nian; and though iheir, ipcasures of 
knowledge be stnaller than his, Christians taught of God, 
and led by the Spirit, understand the meaning of his wordsy 
and feel tlie energy of the virttie which th^ words express. 
"Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
"things* And the anointing which ye ,have received of 
"him abideth in you, and. ye need not that any man teach 
"you, Butas the same anointing teacheth you of all things^ 
"and is truth, and >s no lie, and even as it hath taught yoUy 
"ye shall abide in himr" 

Fourthly^ The virtue which eSects our conformation to 
Christ in crucifixion unto the world, is received and enjoy- 
ed by believing and glorying in his cross. Our text is 
tlie description of the experience of the apostle concerning^ 
this: "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
•*our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom, the world is crucified 
"unto me, and I unto the world." Beholding, as in a glass, 
the revelation of the riches of the glory of the mystery of 
the humiliationimd crucifixion of Chi^ist, and believing and 
glorying in his death as the principle of his hope of the 
glory of God, the virtue of the principle wrougJit in liin* 
mightily, and effected the mutual and deeply mysterious 
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cniciiixion of Ihe world unto him, arid of him uiuo the 
Vorid. In all t^ho behold the same glory, and believ e and 
boast in the same object, the virtue of the same principle 
operates proportionally to their measure of the Spirit, and 
the strength of their faith, crucifying the world unto them, 
and th^m unto the world. «* For this cause," saith Paul to 
the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus, "I bow my knees 
"unto the Father of our LoTd Je^s Chilttt, of whom the 
^whoie family, in heaven and on earth is named; that he 
"would grant you; according to the riches of his glory, to 
<«be strengthened with might by his spirit in the inner man; 
"that Christ may 'dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye be- 
<*ing rooted and grounded in love, may be ab(e to compre- 
<'beTid, with all saints, what is the breadth, the length', and 
"depth, and heiglu; and to know the love of Christ, which 
"passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled with all the ful- 
lness of God," Read over again this solemn prayer, O 
Hearer! and observe attentively the principles which with 
-devotion and reverence it importui>es. Among these, ybu 
will observe Christ dwelling in the heart by faith; and the 
Spirit, according to the riches of his glory, strengthening 
the inner man with might. By the virtue and operation of 
these principles, derived from the cross in believing, the 
world is crucifiied unto us, and we are crucified unto the 
world. With nails and hamfxiers, with arguments and 
prid'e, men may- attempt this mutual crucifixion; but till 
these principles be received and acknowledged, every at- 
tempt will fail. For without Christ dwelling in the heart 
by ftith, and his Spirit strengthening the inner man with 
might, we can do nothing. 

Fifthly^ From our crucifixion unto the world, as a work 
effected in us by the virtue of the cross of Christ, is de- 
rived our virtue to crucify burscflves unto the world, as a 
duty of obedience to tiij& law of Christ. By the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Christians in him are crucified un- 
to the world. Their crucifixion unto it is an effect in them 
of the virtue of his cross, and a work of his power resting 
upon them by his Spirit in their inner man. But the vir- 
tue of his cross, and the power of his Spirit, are improvea- 
ble, and improved, by their faith to the crucifying of them- 
selves unto the world. It hath been observed, that in 
scripture metaphor is frcqiiently retained when the sensfe 
is varied. In one text, Paul says, <«I am crucified with 
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**Chiist;'* and io another, "They who are ChriaVs, have 
«.eruciiied th€ flesh." The metaphor, onaeified, is.th^ 
same in both, but the sentiment is varied, and the effect is 
diflerent. Paul was crucified with Chrkt, that he might 
live by the iaithof his cross; and, by faith in his cross, he 
crucified the flesh, that Its afTections and lu^ might die. 
In the former text, under the metaphor crucified, privi- 
lege Is expressed; and, in the latter, doty la described tin* 
der the same metaphor. Accordingly, Paul was passive 
in the one and active in the other. The deiivation of vir^ 
tue from the virtue of the cross of Christ, by which we are 
crucified unto the world, to crucify ourselves unto it is il- 
lustrated by another text, where the same holy writer dis- 
covers the supernatural principles, and-opens the mysteri- 
ous sources of the mollification of sin. ^^lOur old man is 

^"crucified with Christ, that the body of sin miglit be de- 
**stroyed, that henceforth we should not- serve sin" By 
the crucifixion of our old man with Christ, the virtue oi 
his cross exerts kself upon the body of sin, ^dissolves its 

« strength to reign, and operates against its life incessantly, 
untiL it be driven out of tlie new creation and-destroyed. 
The effect of the operation of the crucifying and trium- 
phant virtue of his cross against our old man^ is redemp^ 
tion. from the servitude of sin, and recovery of our liberty. 
Henceforth we should not serve sin, which has lost its do^* 
minion over us, but repress, resist, and mortify it in every 
member. . . 

We shall conclude with one exhortation to Christians 
who are in Christ Jesus, and by virtue of his cross^ crucifi- 
ed unto the world; and another unto Professors, who are 
not in him, nor^by the virtue of his cro»$ crucified unto 
the world. 

Christians in Chirst Jesus,, and, by the gracious and 
triumphant virtue of his cross, crucified unto the worjd, 
we cxliort to beha^'e themselves every where, and, on all 
occasions suitably to their rank and dignity in the world. 
Union to Christ is a state of rank and honour; and, in the 
conversations of all who are raised to it, an high degree of 
« circumspection and reserve is becoming with respect to 
* these condescensions and intercourses, which, while they 
iive in the world, are unavoidable. Holy brethren, bap- 
tised into the death of Christ, and crucified with him onto 
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4he worlds sttfTer the word of exbortatioD) and remembe't 
Ibe text uponwiiichit is founded: <^Hewho82^thhetil>idetli 
«*in him| ought himself also so tawallseven as he walked.?* 
The walk, or conversation of our Lord Jesus Christ, is de- 
scribed bf the writers of the gospel in four bookn. Read 
tliese frcqiientlp) andibiiow himinobediience&iKl Belf-denial) 
considering the end of hisconversation. Inevery step^ from 
hia birth to hia death> his crueifixion unto the woiid ap- 
pears,, and exhibits an evampie which you are bound to 
follow. With the world, in itsjopposltion to the wlH of hiar 
hdavenl y Fat he r, he com racted no friendship. Toward its 
riches, and honours,, and pleasures, he never Ixtoked with 
an ambitious add. inordinate eye. Upon his affections- and 
feelings, neitlier its promises nor thi*eatenings nnade int« 
pr6sViot2s;/and against the tendency of its principles and 
manners 'he desisiednot to wrestle «nd contend, until by^ 
crucifying him, the proof of bis cmcifixion unto it was 
totvipieted.' ' ■ 

Now^ his conversation toward the woi*Id in the days of 
his iiesh is the pattern and^exampie of yours, it is not be« 
coining4he rank and dignity of your state in Christ to con- 
ti^ct friendship witlv this present evil world, to covet its 
riches and- honors, to tremble at the noise of its tlireateningi 
or hearken to the so«ind ef its promises, nor, while you 
live in ity to cease contention and wrestling witlt its spirit 
and manners. Intercourses and fam|liaiitics, which cement 
and strengthen the friendship of the world, Would be inde- 
t^encies in your conduct who, by the preciotvs blood of 
Christ, are i*edeenied from the train conversation of >the 
world, and stains upon^ihe face of your sonship, which is 
the glory ofyo\ir rank in Christ. Believe nre* the moment 
you enter into avoidable connections, or fellowships with the 
enemies of the cross of Christ, in their enmity against him or 
their indifference towardihim^ you degrade yourselves be- 
fore them, and forfeit theit^confidence and esteem. ■ They 
are not ignorant that, by profession, ydu are crucified unto 
Xhe world, nor without penetration and quickness to discern, 
in yoiir walk, these coifiptiances with their humour, which 
operate against the honour of your profession. Decency 
may restrain them from throwing you off, or from treating 
you with rudeness; but, assure yourselves, they despise 
youJn their heart as weak, or rather as double-minded men. 
Be not ye therefore companions and partakers with them;*^ 
Dd 
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Keep up the dignity of your heavenly callings and, by vir- 
tue-derived from the cross, preserve unsuilied ihe rank 
and character of the saints and laithful in Citrlst Jesus. | 

On' this intei'esting subject, which -steeply affects i4ie 
liotM)iirof cbrismnity, you must bear the veheracnce of 
exhoriation^ and learn to hold faith and a good. Conscience, 
ivhtch some having put away concerninglaith, have ^ade 
shipwreck. A good conscience is an.excellci^ bosom 
friend; and to Contend with tlic worW, without iosing it in 
^he world, is an honourable warfare, or rather, a glorious 
Victory. In this warfare Paul exercised himself to have 
always a conscience void of offence towar<l God, and to« 
ward man; and, in Ihe (ace of his riototis countrymen, 
says, *^l have Hved in all good oonscience before God un- 
"til this day.^* We beseech yon, brethren, to endeavour^ 
by the grace of God, td convince men of the world that, 
in yonrrank and ehanucter^ conscience is r^led by the la'iv 
of Chiist and the virtue of his cross, and that conscience, 
purged by his blood and governed by l)is law, governs 
yoB in :^vei7 thiBg. Thougb they are alienated, and by 
wicked works enemies of his cross in our part of -the 
world, where their enfnity is disarmed by law, and chain- 
ed by providenccj christians, who hold theinystery of the 
faith in a pare conscience, are not withotit pix^fessions of 
veneration and esteem among them; whereas those wlio 
*put away a p«rc cohsciencci aiid pnetend, notwithstanding, 
to hold the mystery of the faith, are uhiversaily despised, 

"Take heed and beware of Cov^lousness." Iiv your 
state and rank, of whkh the mutual crucifistion of the 
world iinto you and of you tinto the world, by the opem- 
tionof ihe virtue oftjie x;w»8 of our Loi'd Jesus Christ, is 
B pecuUawty, covctoulsness is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
the love of money is as iniquity and idolatry. Inordinate 
affection, the drag-cbatn of the world,- is stipposed, in your 
state, to be depiivcd of its power by tlie virtue of the cross. 
But if, instead of withdrawing yotjrselves, which is an in*- 
struction to Timothy, you should Join yourselves with 
men ^ho suppose gain to be godliness^ shipwreck con- 
cerning faith and a good conscience may be apprehended^ 
"Grodliness, with contentment, is great gain. For we 
"brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
><carry nothing out. Andiiaving food and raiment, let us 
.**be iherp with content* But they who will be ricbi fall 
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K^loto temptation ami a snare, and into many foolish and 
<' hurt FuU lusts, wluch droAiFn men in destruction ^nd {>erdi-- 

' Hfion. For the love of money is the root ok' ail evsly^vhich,' 
^^ while some coveted after^ tliey have en^ed from the faith^ 
"and pierced- tliemselves through with many sorrows," 
Th£sc fatal effects of inordiimte affection to the world, on 
some of tho ministry of -that day, are recorded for ^ our 
admonition, and for eacciting us to guard against their de-* 
strnctive cause. "Mortify, thereibre, your earthly mem- 
*^ers, and particularly covetousness, which i» idolatry.? 
By profession ye are crucified and dead with Clwrist unto 
the worlds and though remains of life to it are in some of 
your members, the triumphant virtue of his cross, and the 
almighty power of his Spirit, ttpprehended and improved 
by faith, will weaken the strength of their life until the 
dissolution of your body, when,*tmdeF the operation of this 
virtue, and the working of Ihe law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, conformation to him shall be perfected, and 
crucifixion unto the worid completed and accomplished. 

- Professors^who are not in Christ Jesus^ nor by the vir- 
tue of ius cross crucified luvto the World, weoxhort to 
consider and believe th&declar^ions of scripture concern- 

^ Jng the sinfulness and misery^ of their state, and the way of 
deliverance out of it by receiviiiLg and resting upon Jesus 
Christ for salvation, freely offered to the woeld in the glo- 
rious gospel of the grace of God. Till ye believe in Christy 
that ye may be justified by the faith of Christy ye are not 
only destitute of life, righteousness) and strength, but under 
the curse which is in foixe against your state, and will vex 
and harrass your persons with its operations as long as you 
live, and throw your .soul Into the dungeon of eternal mi- 
sery when you (he. Made sinners by the <lisobedience of 
one who represented all, you are guilty before God of his 
first transgression^ and -guilty of innunierable transgres- 
-sion^ in your own persons. tJnless you deny the words 
and the meanuig of Scripture, you must acknowledge the 
truth of both these charges. If their truth be acknow- 
ledged, what can transgressors and children of traQsgres* 
sion do? Deeds of the law cannot justify transgressors of 
tiie law: The arms of a mighty man cannot save perishing 
8mners« nor the riches of a %^althy man rcideem a souf 
from the everlasting misery. 
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"But what the law could not do, in that it was wealc$ 
"through the flesh God hath done'^by another €X|iedient, 
even «'by sending his own Son in the Hkeness- of sinful 
''Ilesh, and for sin condemned sip in the ftesh, that the 
«<righteousnessof thehuv might be^fulfiiledinusjwho walk 
"not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Thisrighteousniess, 
which glorifi.es the perfections of God, and establishes the 
lionor of his kw, his own So«) in the likeness of sinCul flesi), 
finislied in. his death on the cross; and, through it, tiie min* 
istry of reconciliation, accordijig to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, preaches salvation to every creature. 
Unto the cross of our Lord Jesvis Christy sinful, guUiy, 
and condeinned creatures should ^ook for thiscon^prehen- 
sive biessii>g. Faith, which receives it,^is the gift of God, 
the woik of the spirit; and their exercise, and repentance, 
which accompanies tberecclving of it, is the gift of Chrbt, 
the fruit of his Spirit, and the ©xereise .of their souls.— 
Though of yourselves you are not able to believe and 
repent, the use of the outward means ef faith and repent- 
ance is the diity of every hearer of tlie gt^pel. *To es- 
cape his wrath and curse due to ail men for sin, God re- 
quireth of you faith in Jesus Christ, cepentanee unto life, 
with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby 
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.*— 
Consider this, O perverse and negligent sinners! consider 
it in the light of Scripture, with reverence and seriousness, 
and cease not to pray, day and night, that, according to 
the richeaof his glory, through the cross of Christy God 
would ^'fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and 
"the work of faith with power. That the, name of aur 
**Lord Jesus Ciuist may be glorified in you, and yc in 
4*him, according ,to the grace of our God and tiic \joy^ 
>'Jc8ua Christ.'^ AmeQ« 
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^<9 i/i€ Iwin^ Father hath sent me^and Hive by the Fatfur^' 
ao he thai eateth mcj even he shall live by me, 

- "AND thoQ Capematim, which art exalted unto' 
^heaven, shall be brought down to heil; for if the mighty 
^Hvorks which have been done in thee had been done in 

^^'Sodooi, it would have remained until this day. fiut I 
*^say unto you^ that i( shall be more tolerable for the land 
"of Sodom^ in the day of judgment^ than for thee." "Go 
"ye now into my place^ which was in Shiloh, where I set 
"my name at the firsts and see what I did to it for the wick- 
"edness of my people Israel." Go ye naw unto Caper- 
naum, where the Lord our righteousness preached, and 
wrought many mighty works, and see what h^th been done 
for impeQitence and unbelief. Go ye now unto Jerusa- 
lem,, where be commanded the apostles to begin tlie min- 
istry of reconciliation, and see what hath been done for re- 
jecting, the Saviour of the world, and resisting his Holy 
Spirit. And who knows but that, some generations aftei' 
this, it will be said^ Go ye now unto Tiviotdale, and 
Jedburgh, where the gospel was long preached, and se/s 
what bath been done for despising the counsel of God, re- 
sisting tiie Spirit of truth, contemning the Saviour of th^ 
world, and neglecting the mean& of salvation through his 

^ blood and name* . . m 

In the synagogue of Capernaum, the discourse, of which 
€»ur text is a part, was delivered. The pervei*seness of 
oppo^tion to his ministry never disconcerted the wisdom 
of the Son of Gorl, nor stopped the current of instruction 
that flowed from his lips. Instead of being diconcerted by 
the contradiction of sinners,, he laid hold upon it, and, will* 

meekness of wisdom^ coiiveL'te4 |t into an accasioa of kk- 
Dd5 
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struction. Many entertdined an high opinion of his poir«* 
er and goodness, irom ih« refreshment which yhe had mi- 
raculously provided £or their bodies the day before.-— 
When they had seen the miracle which he did, in satisfy- 
ing the hunger of five thousand men with five barley loave» 
and two small fishes, they said, ^^This is of a truth that pro- 
Mphet who should come into the world." Under the in- 
fluence of thb opinion^ they foliowed him to Capernaum^ 
and crowded into the synagogue, where they understooti 
he would preach. Knowing that the loaves was their mo*> 
tive, qur Lord charged them with it, and took occasion 
to recommend spiritual food. "Verily, verily, I say unto 
^you. Ye seek, me not because ye saw the miracles, but 
(^because ye did eat of the loaves and were filled. Labour 
«*not for the meat which perrisheth, but for that meat which 
•^endureth unto everlasting life.*' Irritated at these sea- 
sonable and gracious words, they insinuated that a few 
loaves for one day was no ^reat afflPair, since Moses had 
fed their Others forty years m the wilderness with manna;, 
and quoted scripture for it, ««As it is written, He gave 
<*them bread from heaVen to eat.** 

Upon the mentioning of the manna, our Lord took hold 
of it, recommended htmself as the bread of life, of which 
the manna 'was a figure, and set the necessity of eating him,, 
which he e?;.p!ained to signify believing on him in a strong* 
light. "The bread of God is he who cometh dowBfroin 
•^heaven, and giveth life unto the world* I ani the bi'ead 
**of lifer he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he 
*<that believeth on me shall never thirst.** Having tu) re- 
lish for this sublime doctrine, some of them were dissatis« 
iied to bear one who had been born among themselves say 
he came down from heaven. **The Jews then murmur- 
^edat him, because he said, I am the bread which came 
"down from heaven.'* Instead of introducing another sub- 
ject, or changing the terms in which he bad expressed 
iiinnscW, Jesus maintained that he was **tl>e living bread 
"which came down from heaven;" and that the bread of 
which he spake was "his flesh, which he would pjive for 
"the life of the world." Provoked at tbcse gracious wordsy 
his adversaries lost patience atSd decency, and turned 
them into ridicule. "The Jews therefore, strove among 
"tlirmselves, saying. How can this man give vs bis flesh to 
^eat?" But with fervow and boidQ6«»^pi*oportioned to tho 
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indecency and fierceness of their opposition, Jesus continu- 
ed to affirfi\| that ^^his flesh was meat indued, and his blood 
^^drink indeed," and that <<uniess ihey eat the flesh, and 
^^drank the blood of thp Son of man, they had no life ia 
*nhem;** adding, in our text, "As the living Father hath 
^sent me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth me^ 
"even he shall live by me.'* 

In these words, which are purely spiritiial, and deeply 
mysterious, three aflirmative particulars appear: One con- 
cerning Christ himself; another concerning the person who 
eateth hira, or believeth on him; and the third concerning 
the resemblance betwixt his living by the Father^ and-the 
person eatings or believing, living by Christ. Concerning 
himself, Jesus afllrms^ that ^the living Father had sent 
"him," and that "he lived by the Father." Concerning 
the person who eateth him^ or believeth on him, he affirms' 
That "he who eateth me, shall live by me," And con- 
cerning the resemblance he aflirms, in the third, ".^^ the 
"living Father bath sefit me-, and T live by the Father, so 
"he that eateth me, even he shall live by me." The words 
which express these particulars are not foreign to the ho- 
ly solemnities of this occasion, aiid through the unction 
and teaching of the Spirit, clearer apprehensions of tlieir 
meaning will strengthen fanr faith, confirm ouivhope, and 
increase our joy, in shewing the death and celebrating the 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

■■ ■ ■ • 

We shall endeavor in the first place, to explain what 
our Saviour aflirms concerning himself. He affirms, that 
^the living Father had sent him, and that he lived by t!>e 
**Father." In the first part of this aflirmative sentence, 
the following particulars may be observed: He was aent-^ 
sent by the -^rA^'r^— sent by the /it;f»^ Father. 

" Firsts The Son of God was sent. In speaking of him- 
self and the Father, he uses this term very frequently, and, 
from using it, we must acknowledge the propriety of its 
application and meaning vHth regard to our conceptions of 
their operations. The Son of God came not into the world 
solely on his own account, or to transact business that con- 
cerned only himself: He appeared among men under the 

' character c*f a servant, or an ambassador, bearing a com- 
mission from one greater than himself. To this charac- 
)ef his manner of speaking i& adapted^ and cannot be ^ 
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derstood on any other siTpposition. **^My doctrine ts nd^ 
**mine, but bis tlwit sent tne." "My meat is to<lo the wiU 
*'of him that sent me." "I came down from heaven, not 
"to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." 
"I must work the works of him that sent me while it is. 
" day." " I have ftot spoken of Thyself, but the Father who 
*<sent me; he gave me a commandment what I should say, 
"and what I should speak. And I know that his coni- 
"mandment is life everlasting; whatsoever I speak, there*- 
"fore, even as the Pathersaid antome,so I speak." "The 
"cup tliat my Father givelh me, shall I wot dripk it?" 
How one divine pei^son sends anotiier di^^ine pei-son, and 
commands him to speak Ihs word, and do his wiH, and per- 
foi m his workf is too high for us to comprehend. But 
scripture ajSirms, that these intimacies ki their commu- 
nion exist, and uses the forms and modes of expression 
above recited, in making known the operations of their 
wisdom and love in our redemption. Goncerning the 
riches of the gioTy of the intimacies and operations of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the dispensation of iredemp^ 
tion, the light of revelation is wisely proportioned to our 
facuKies of apprehension. It eooid jnot have been clearer 
Dor more extensive, unless these had been enlarged. Bat 
though much of the glo^y b« yet hid in- God, because ftt. 
present we arc not able to bear brighter ntatlifestations, let 
lis walk in that light which is shining, and, in the expecta- 
tion and vigor of hope, look forwai'd to the day of the re- 
velation of Jesus Christ, when discoveries will be made of 
all that is yet hid in God, when our faculties of appfehea- 
sion will be adapted to these discoveries^ and* when inttiition 
will raise us above the use and need of the Bible*. 

Secondly y The Son of God wasr seiit by the Father. Iiv 
Godhead, Father and Son are one and equal. But in the di»* 
pcn^ation of redemption^ these equal persoos appear in unep- 
qual stations. The Son is^lowe* than the Father, and tlie 
Father is higher than the Son. The So» is less than the 
Fatl>er, and the Father is greater than the Son, and great- 
er than an. Over the olRce of the Son, supremacy is the 
i^evealed glory of the Father; and subordination in oflfice » 
the reveakd glory of the Son. Here unbelief frets, and 
pride, raising its head, insolently asks. How can these^ 
things be? Upon the testimony of God in his word, faith 
kelifives. that tliey are^ and^Avalking; in the light o^rcveftr 
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-lion, humility doth not stiimble. Before oflFicial subordin- 
atioii.be admiucd to be inconsistent with personal equaliiy, 
v/e raust.be able to comprehend the incomprehensible 
God» wbode riehea in glory, by Christ Jesus, revelation ac- 
jknowledges to be unsearchable, and reason cannot deny t0 
be past finding out. Instead of cavilling at the. hidden wis-' 
flora of God, we will feed upon the discoveries of his love 
in the raissign of bis Son. "In this was manifested ibe love 
"of God tQwards us, because tliat God sent his only begot* 
^*ten Son into the world, that we might live through i«m, 
^* Herein is l,ove; not that we loved God, but that he lovecj 
•«us,3rnd sent his Sou to be the propitiution for our sins." 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
"ten Son, that whosoever believeih in him should not pe- 
^Mish, but have everlasting life." Unto you wlio liungep 
aufl thirst aft,er righteousness, the love of Godwin Christ 
Jesus, our Lord is hidden majnna and living, water, or, like 
the ilesh and blood of the Son of mam, meat indeed and 
drink indeed. Feedijqg on it wljetsth^ appetite, renevy* 
the strength, and, raises the stature of believers, causing 
tlie vigor and t^Ioom of youth to break forth among them . 
even in old, age. 

Thirdly^ The Son ,of God was sent by the living Fa? 
tlrcr. "Living God," is,a title of the only trqe Gofl, which 
IS tiequently used by the holy writers. But "living Fa- 
rther," which is a title of the same object, stands only in 
our te!j;t. On other occasions, the Son calls him Father, 
Holy. Father, HJgbteous Father^ Heavenly Father^ and my 
j^'ather. Ovsthis Re introduces among his titles a new term^ 
.and palls him the living Fatber. A new term from 
the mouth of the Son of God» who claims and inherits 
the attribute* Faithful and .True, ought i»ot to be sus- 
pected. But what doth it signify? Is it a mere expletive 
to fill up a corner of the sentence, or an ornamental word 
which beaulifieB it without adding to the sense? or is it de- 
signed to convey trulh5 atid give anew discovery of the 
light of the Knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ? Truth is designed to be conveyed by it intQ 
the mind, and brigtitness to be added to the revelation of 
that lights in which the Father of glory is manifested by 
the Son. Living God is an essential title, which distjn* 
guishes frorri and exidij. above idols ^We only, true God; 
J)ut living Father is aahoncrary title, which, iuthe dispen^ 
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58^tion of redemption, expresses his supremacy ovier th# 
office of his Son, and stands at the bead of his mission into 
U\c world. With respect to his |>erson, the Son huih iifte'- 
imicpendently and essentially in himself; but wjth respeet 
fo his office, the life^ which he lives unto God, and whicfjy 
ki the execution of his office, he con>in\inicat€S and be- 
stows, is derived from, and dependent on, the will -and 
good pleasure of the Father. "In him dweUelh bodily 
**alJ the fulness of the godhead;" and ''in him it pleased 
*Hhe Father that all Fulness should dwell officially.*/ The 
fulness of the Godhead is the k^<>»7 o^ l»is person, and a 
proof llwit he iu wham it dwells bodily is- over all, GotI 
blessed for ever. The fulness of hw office is the j;lory of 
his mediHtioi^, and:a proof ihat the Father, by whose plea- 
sure it dwells in hjnsjis the fountain of life, and strength,^ 
and sufficiency. The dependence* of liis office -on the 
pleasure of the Father, and the derivation from "him of 
life, strength, and sufficiency to execute it, fire constitu- 
Uons of <Hhe hidden wisdom which God ordained before 
"the world unto ottr glory," and strcan^s of the living wai- 
ter which issues out of the throne of God and of the Lamb 
onto our consolation* By discoveries of the derivationT 
«nd dependence of our life, which is hid with Christ in 
God, the Holy Ghost renews the strength of our faith, and 
the vigour of our hope, and, in believing, fills our souls 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

The Second part of the affirmative sentence concernmg 
himself is next to be explained. Our Saviour affirms, 
that he lives by the Father. Two particulars may be ob- 
served in this affii'mation: He lives, and— lives by the 
Father. 

Firsts The Son of God our, Saviour lives. <'.I," saith 
he, "live," What doth he mean, or how the meanmg kA 
this familiar and easy word is to be understood, is an inte* 
vesting enquiry, to which the cdilication of believers ia 
him calls for a reply. The Son of God liycth, and hatlL 
life in himself. His existence and Sk>n$liip are.neitlier de* 
pendent on the pleasure, nor supported by the power of 
the Father. Life4s an altnbute of. his person, and an es- 
sential and original glory in his Godhead^ But though the 
existence of his personal and essential life is supposed, it 
is^ not his objected!! affirmatioaijfcj^ur text. The object 
d'aSirm avion is the existence of SiC official or mediatorial 
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Jifc, wliicb depends on the will and pleasure of the Father, 
«iid over wliich the supremacy of the Father extends.— 
What Uiinkest ihou, believing hearer, of this appUQation 
and use of the gracious \vord» "1 live?" Would there 
£ot be a dismal blank in the Bible were it to bo erased? 
But none of the powers of daikness is able to erase it.— ^ 
Fiom the opening of revelation in Paradise, to the sealing 
up of vision and prophecy in Patmos, it fills the eye m 
capitals, and while earth remaineth will dilve terror and 
gloominess from the cottages of weakness, and the 
haunts of fear. Before he was made of the woms^nj 
it was true; and, from Adam to Simeon, believed by 
M the faithful. "1 know that my Redeemer livetli,** 
v/as tlicir common faith, in every age and in every 
nation. While he dwelt among men, it was true; 
Dor was it false during the time, that he was numbered 
with the dead. W hen cut off out of the Jand of tiie living, 
l)e Hved unto God; and now that the world seeth him no 
more, it is true, and adds, and will for ever add^ strengtl^ 
and melody to the pleasure and joy of heaven. "I am \^ 
<Uhat livcth and was 4ead, and behold I- am alive for ever 
«mare, Amen.** 

, Secondly^ The Son of God our Saviour lives by the 
Father, flow is this part of the affirmation to be under- 
stood? Though the Son is speaking in our text, he doth* 
Dot speak of hi^ person, but of l^s mediation. The con- 
text before and after it, renders this incontrovenibly evi- 
dent, and to urge against tl^ glory of his person words 
which he spake concerning the glory of his mediation, 
subverts tlte laws of reasoninjjj, and betrays prejudice and 
alienation of mind. If the affirmative upon the existence 
and dependence of his office, be perverted to an affirma- 
tive tipon the existence and dependence of his person, eve- 
,17 te;Xt of saiptu re. concerning him becomes that moment 
tinintelligible; but restrained, according to his intention, 
unto his office,' Revelation instantly appears a system of 
)8ound reasoning, worthy of the wisdom and love of God to 
establish. The existence of the office and Wiediation of 
the Son of God depends upon the pleasure and will of the 
Father, and the life which he lives in our nature; for the 
execution of it is derived from his appointment, and up- 
held by his power. In the glory of it, the living Father 
upt' him up from ev<^|l|Bidng^ aad fore-ordaincd him to 
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4)ear U before the foundation of the worW. He prepared" 
a bo<.y for his first and only Begotten, brouijiu him into 
the «orlc{ hi the fullness of time, and aii the days of his 
flesh preserved and upheld him in life and vigour, with 
the right-hand of his righteousness. Our Loid Jesus 
C'lrist openly professeM^ that liis life in the flesh depended 
upon the will of the Father; that his actions were obedi- 
ence \o the law of thcTather; and that his sufllerings and 
deaifi were subjection toa commandment received of t lie 
Father. Entirely and universally devoted and ^signed to 
the glory of the Father, he acknowledged the <loing of 
his will to be the meat that supported and strengthened iiis 
life. "Master, eat," said the disciples. "I have,'* replied 
he, "nDcat to eat which yeknow not of.** "Hath any man,** 
whispered they, in surprise, *^rought-him ought to cat?** 
JcSus answered, "My meat is to do the will of him that 
"sent me, atid to finish his work." How sublime is tWs 
sentimciii! It was then too high for the comprehension 
of his disciples, and by natural men it is still wholly unin- 
Ibllijjible. But the men who have received an understand-^ 
ing to know him that is true, will enter into its meanings 
without the help of dictionaries. "Let this mind be iu 
^*you, which was also in Christ Jesus." To do the will, 
and finish the work of the Father \vlio sent him, was hie 
meat; and let it be yours to do the will^ and finish the 
work of Christ Jesus, "who gave himself* for you, that ftc 
"might redeem you from all iniquity, and purify unto 
"himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

In the SECOND place, we shall endeavour to explain the 
affirmation concerning the person wMio eateth Christ.-— 
Gonceniing this, three particulars may be distinguished 
and illustrated: The sense of the metaphor "catelli;" the 
life which he who eateth liveth by Christ; and, the assu- 
rance expressed, that he who eateth him shall live by 
him. 

The sense of the metaphor "eateth" is ^first to be as- 
certained and illustrated. In the ear of the natural m^^n, 
the sound of this metap,hor is harsh and dissonant, and, in 
his apprehension, the application of it is absurd and ridi- 
culous. Though accustomed to a figurative style, and a 
similar application of this particular metaphor, source of 
the hearers of our Saviour contended that it was unintel- 
ligible. "The Jews therefore ^S^c among ibemscIV'es, 
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igsaying) How can this man give us his fljesh to eal?'*— 
That the application of this particular i^etaphor could 
not be unfamiliar to a Jewish ear> appeai*s from several 
passages of the Old Testament, where it is used. "Thy 
♦^words,*^ saith Jeremiah, *'^ere founds and I did eat them'* 
■^I considered, believed, rejoiced at them. "Son of man,'* 
said the Lord lo Ezekiel, ^'open thy ipouth, and eat that I 
"give tliee;" (which was the roll of a book) — Read atv 
ientively, meditate deeply, believe firmly*, digest the con- 
lents thoroughly. <'The, meek shall eat ^nd be satisfied'* 
—They shall receive the gospel concerning the person, 
obedie/ice, death, resurrection, and glor^ of Christ; ai>d, 
in Believing it, be filled and satisfied a^ s^ith marrow and 
fatness. In imitation of this figurative language^ familiar 
to the ears of his hearers, and agreps^bly to the represen- 
tation of himself, under the metaphor ot bread, our Lord 
used the word "etiteth** to express the sense of the word 
*believeth/ ascertaining, at the same time, this to be his 
meaning:*^! am the bread of life: he that cometh unto me 
"shall never hunger, and he tlyat believeth on me shall ne-^ 
'^ver thirst." Here it is obvious that Christ is the bread 
oflile, and that eating him, and living by him, are forms of 
speech, which, in his appUcation of them, correspond io 
coming unto him, and believing on hinri. Unto the mo- 
dern Jew, eat^g Christ will still appear an uncouth 
phrase. But ^yho can help the perverse humour of this 
poor man? Eating, which is a sensible action, is a just 
metaphor of believing, which is a spiritual exercise. In 
believing the testimony of God concerning him, Christ is 
received with appetite and desire, and received in believ- 
ing. Christ gives to receivers spiritual nounsbment, and 
plenary satisfaction and joy. "These things have I spo- 
"ken linto you, that my joy might remain in you> and 
"that your joy might he full." "Whom having not seen^ 
^^yc love; in whom though now ye see him not, yet be- 
"lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glo- 
"ry." "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
"peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 
"the power of the Holy Ghost." 

The life which the believer who eateth liveth by Christ, 
IflKnftct to be illustrated; and concerning it, the following 
particulars may be observed: — 1«/, By Christ he who eat- 
eth or bdieveth is qi^I^kened and Hiade to live. "Thp 
Ee. ' • ■ ^' " • 
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*la«t Adam," which i&one of the official titles of the Son 
of God, "is made,*' by a gracious consliiuiion of liis living 
Fathw, "a quickening^ spirit,** and quickeneth whom he 
will. By lijs voice, heard in effectual calling, the dead in 
trespasses and sins awake to righteousness and life, siatid 
up, and rejoice in their living and quickening head. Of 
their life he is purchaser, promiser, bestower, and preserve 
cr. So nearly is their life connected with his, timt they 
attribute it to him living in them. "I am crucified with 
"Christ," saith one, who speaks the mind of all: "neverthe^ 
"less, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life 
**which 1 now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
**of God, who loved me, and gave himself for m€.*'-^2c?/y, 
By Christ be who catelh or believeth is justified. <^We," 
saith an apostle, "have believed in Jesus Christ, that we, 
"might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
*'works of the law.** Through his pbedience and blood, 
believers in him are delivered fr^m condemnation, made 
the righteousness of God, and entitled and restored to life 
in the eye of the law. "The law of the Spirit of life in 
<*Christ Jesus, hath made them freie from the law of sin 
"and death. For what the law conld not do, in that it 
"was weak through the flesh, God seuding his own Son in 
"the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in 
<Hhe flesh; that the righteousness of the lafv might he ful- 
"filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
"Spiut."— 3(//t/, By Christvhe who eateth or believeth is 
sanctified. Sanctification *s one of tho?e comprehensive 
words, by which all the works, or a<itions^ of our life in 
him, are expressed- Of our life in him, holiness is the es- 
sence, or vital and operative part, and described by a wri- 
ter, wlx) conld not mistake its nature, to be living unta 
God, and bringing forth fruit unto- God. "I throtighthe 
"law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
♦'Wherefore, my brethren, ye also arehecome dead tg the* 
"law, by the body of Christ, that ye should be married ig 
"another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we 
"shoiuld bring forth fruit unto God." In these descrip.- 
tions, the mystery of bur sanctification, or th^ dependence 
of the life and fruit of holiness upon Christ, is obvious to- 
every spiritual eye; and, with rqnal beauty and lustre, yoli 
will observe it breaking forth in these which follow: "Now 
"we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein 
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^\ve, were held, that we should serve in newness of spirit, 
*'and not in tlie oldness of the letter. For in that Christ 
"died, he di^d unto sin once; but in that he,liveth,he liveth 
<*unto (jod. Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be 
**dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
♦^Christ our Lord.'*— ^4////y, By Christ, he who eateth or 
believeth, is nourished. The whole body depending on 
Christ, who i^ their head, receive daily of his fulness, and 
by communion with him in Spirit and grace, grow up into 
I)ia> in all thiirgs. Under this similitude, the dependence 
of ihtir lile on hind, and the communications from him by 
which it is nourished aiul strengthened,* are represented. 
•'From him the whole body, fitly joined together, and com- 
*<pacted by that which evevy joint supplieth, according to the 
•'efTeciual working in the n^easnrc of every part, makelh 
*.'inorcase of the body, unto the edifyingof itself in love."—?: 
**Holdingthe Head, from which all the body, by joints and 
♦'bands, havin«; nourishnnent ministered, ancl knit together, 
"increasftih with the increase of God." In his person, of- 
fice, end fulness, Christ Jesus is the bread of life ai)d the 
water of life, and eating the one^ and drinking' the olhcri 
are metaphors of believing. Eatiiig aT)d drinking is daily 
believing, and daily-believing is daily living and growir»g: 
"As it is written. The just shall live by his failh." <'lf ye 
"know these things, happy are ye if ve do them.'*-7-5M/y, 
JBy Christ he who ealeth or believcth is preserved. Of 
the life which he bestows and nourishes, Christ ^s the 
strengtii, the protection, and defence. Like David, when 
pursued by his enemies, believers flee alvvay to Christ, 
their rock, their refuge, and their portion in t!ie land of the 
living. "The Lord," says that hero, "is the strength of my 
"iilb, of whom shall 1 be afraid?" — Of Satan, who hath the 
power of death? No. — Of men, who have the instrumuits 
^of death? No. — Of sin, which is the sting of death? 
No. — Of the curse, which is- the bitterness of death?— 
No — Of sickness, which is the messenger of death? No.-~ 
Of tlie law, which denounces the sentence of death? No. — . 
<*The Lord liveth," "the Lord is the strength of iny life,'^ 
and "the Lord will redeem my life from destruction, and 
"crow^n me with lovmg-^kindness and tender mercies."^ 
In a style equally bold, and with a*confidence built on the 
same rock of^ife, the apostle raises his voice, saying, '*0 
"death .Where is t!)y sting? O grave where is thy victory ?>• 
'^*The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 



304 CIHRIST LZTlNe BIT THB FATHER, AND 

•*law; but thanks be taGocI, who giveth us the victorji^ 
"through our l-.ord Jesus Ciuist.**— *6^/2/i/, By Christ, he 
who eatelh or believeih, reigns in life. "They ^ho recoinre 
"abundance of grace, and of the gift of vighteoiisnes**, shaH , 
^'reign in life by one, Jesus Christ." RegeneTation,ifk 
which they are quickened ami made alive, is the com* 
menccnient of their reign, which, like his own, will iicve* 
expire, but in duration run parallel ^ith ihe days of eter- 
nity. When cutofFout of thelandof the living, and Tiuuiber«- 
ed with the slain, lying in the grave, bis reign in life was 
not dissolved; and when they die, an<l niingle with tlie 
dust, their reign in life by hin> is not interrupted.. In the 
Lord they die, and unto the Lord they die. The Lord in^, 
and unto wjiom they die, is Lord both of the dead anS 
living; and when dead in him and unto hirn, they live iti 
him, and nnto him, and vvith him. <^I am," saith he, *Hhe 
^'living bread,\hich comcth down from heaven, ihat a 
'*iDan may eat dfit, and not die^ If any man eat of this - 
«*bread, he shall live for ever. Verily, verily, I say unto 
<*you, he that believeth on me hath ev^rlasting^ life." Pre- 
cious woi'dsl more desirable tha» gold — sweeter aiso than 
honey and the honey -comb! Read them over and over>- 
consider them attentively, O hearer! lay them up ih thmd 
heart: believed aod digested, through the power of tho 
Holy .Ghost, they will be unto thee the joy and vejorcing^ 
of thine heart. . ^ , \ -^ 

We shall now illustrate tha e^pres^n of assurance? 
^hat he who.eateth, or believeth, **shall ^ive** by Christ.*-. 
He dotli, not say, tliat the cater or believer may live, but 
that he shall live. Tlie assurance repressed by this word 
doth not rest upon ^he strength and virtue of the actibrioF 
eating, which is the metaphor of believing, but upon the 
strength and virtue of the bread that is given and received,^ 
vvhich is Christ sent, and living by hb living Father; and- 
concerning it the following particulars may be observed: 
— l«r. In his office Christ liveth by the Father. After 
the power of an endless life, he was set up in the glory ot' 
it, and out of it will never die. Length of days, for ever 
and ever, are given unto him, atid of his years thei^e shalt 
be no end. Now, his life, in the vigour and glory of his 
office, preserves the existence and strength of their lifci— 
"Because I live, ye shall live also." His IHe unto God 
ahall never be cut ofT, and their life b)r him unto God sliall 
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never be^oiished and dissolved.— 2 c/Ze/, Christ Jesas, whoi 
is sent, and lives in bis ofiVce by his living Father, is in him, 
and lives in hiin who eateih or, belie veth.- "I in iheni, and 
"ihou in vciQy* are his words to the Father. In them he 
Itves, and in their hearts he dwells. With respect to 
hiniself, Paul says, "Christ. liveth in me," aud^ with res- 
pect to others, prays, "that Christ might dwell 14) thcip 
*4ieart8 by faith," The union between Christ and believ- 
ers cannot be dissolved, nor the communion in life, which 
is the effect of it^ interrupted. Against the dissolution of 
the unign provi*jion is mBide in the contract: "I will betroth 
^'tjiee unto me for ever; yea, 1 will betroth thee unto me ia 
"righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, 
"andiu mercies. - 1 will even betroth thee unto me in faithfuls 
*fness, and thou, shalt know the Lord," Against the inter* 
ruption of ibe communion, provision is made in the pro* 
raises. God hath said, "I will dvveliin tliemt and walk in 
"them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo- 
"ple."— Scf/y, The power of Christ in his office is uni- 
versal. Unto him all pQw.er in heav'en and earth is given, 
and into his hand all things are delii^ered^ By operations 
of the exceeding greatness of his power believers are^ 
(^oicke»^d in regenecatioD. By exertions oif t4ie same 
power, he keeps them alive in sane tiScation; and, accor- 
ding to the working whereby he is able evei^ to subdue all 
things unto himself, will bring them again from the dead 
at the last <iay, when the splendour of their re'^gn io llfei 
by him and with him, ^hall break forth, and fill the hea- 
ven of heavens with joy unspeakable and full of^lory.— 
4r^/y, The faithfuhiess of Christ, who hath spoken this 
word, "shall Hve by me," is inviolable, and cndiireth for 
ever. Unto tlie living Father, who appointed him, he 
was faithftilt and to aU who trust him he will prove him- 
self faithful. From his mouth, who exerts all power, and 
girds his reins with faithfulness, and his loins witho'ighte- 
ousness, "shall live by nae" is a word stronger than the 
pillais of heavien. What weight may be hung upon thi** 
word,- and what confidence will it not bear? Knowing 1hi^ 
power- and faithfulness, Paul trusted him with the pre- 
servation of something on which he set the highest valoe. 
'»! know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that hci 
**is able to keep that which 1 have committed unto him a- 
gainst that day/* «0 Loid God of hosts^ who is a strong 
E e ^ 
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**Lord like unto thee, or to thy faithfalness round about 
<Hhee? Justice and judgment are the habitation oi- thjr 
"throne; mercy and troth ahall go before thy face.'* „ - 

After illustrating the afifirnnatiohs of the Son of God in 
our text, both concerning hitnself, dnd concerning hhifir 
who eateth, or believeth, we shall, in the tiuro place, en^^ 
deavour to exemplify a correspondence^ or resemblance, 
between the truths affirmed, which he expresses by the 
correlative terms, A» and So, **^» the living Father liat^t 
"sent me^ and I live by the Father, «o he tl»t eateth me, 
♦*cven he shall live by me/* This^ correspondence, or re- 
semblance, between the living of Christ by the Father, and 
the living of the believer by Christ, ia rery high. It tran- 
scends the knowledge of all who hare iK)t received from 
him the gift of an understanding, and is but indistinctly 
known by them who have -received the gift. Concerning 
it, the following partkolars may be observed and consider- 
ed: 

Firsts Correspondence, or resemblance, of which c* and' 
«o are expressions, nvay be observed in the live& theiti- 
selves. In tjiis part of it, the resemblance is real and 
expressive, and, to a spiritual mind) an object of discerif- 
ment. The^ mystery of his life is made known in these 
sublitne expressionst The Father living in him, dwell- 
ing in him, and working in hioo^ whHe he lives by 
the Father, dwells in the Father, works with the Fa- 
ther; and, correspondent to the^ revelation of the myste- 
Ty of his life by the Father, is the revelation of the myste- 
Ty oF the life of believers by Christ. In them Christ lives, 
and dwcKs, and works, and they live, and dwdl, and W(Jrk 
in Christ. Since the Father living, and dwelling, and 
working in Christ, and Christ living, and dwelling, and" 
working in the Father, is his life by the Father; and, since 
Christ living, and dwelling, and working in believers, and 
believers living, and dwelling, and working in Christ, is 
their life by Christ, the reseniblance of their lives is strik- 
ingly obvious to the spiritual eye, and fills it with wonder 
and joy. Lift up, O believers! and in some texts, as in a 
gkss, behold the revealed glory of his official life mingling 
rays with the revealed glory of his personal life, and secur- 
ing the existence and joy of your spiritual and everlasting 
lifp. "Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father 
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^<«}fnne. The Father, who dwellcth in me, he doth the- 
t^works. I know him, foy I am front him, and he liath 
*<sent me. My Father worketh hitherto, artd I work.— 
**The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
<*the Father do. What thkjgs eoever the Father doth, 
"these also doth the Son likewise. As the Father raisetlv 
"ap the dead, and quickeheth, even so the Son quiekeneth 
«whom he will. ^ As the Father halii iHe in himself, so 
**hath he given to the Son to have life in himself. The 
*^raeft whom thou gavestme out of the world, have knowir 
•flhat all things whatsoever thou hast given are of thee; 
**for I have givea unto them the words which thou gavcsr 
*^*me, and they have received them, and have known sure* 
"ly that 1 came out from thee. Neither pray \ for these 
"alone, but for them also who shall believe on me, through* 
•Ulieir word. That they all may be one, as thou, Father,^ 
**iart in me, and I in ihee;^ that they also may be one vn us* 
"The glory which thou hast given me, I have given them^ 
*Hhat they may be one even as we are one. I in them, and 
*^ thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, and 
"that the world may know that thou hast sent me^ and 
"hast-loved them as thou hast loved me. And I have de- 
* •^chred unto them thy name, and will ^Itlare it, that thd 
»}ove wherewith thou hast loved me may be in-them, and 
"J In them*" Blessed is he thrft readcth, and they who 
hear, understand, believe, and keep ttiese gracious words^> 
which the Son of God hath spoken, which his Spirit hath 
recorded,; and which weiiave recited!* 

Stcondlys Correspondence, or resemblance^ of which Ak 
«ld So are expre^^ons, exists in the dependence of the 
lives. The life of Christ in his office depende^h on the Fa- 
the r, and the Kfe of believers depcndeth upon Christ: 
'Dependence, which is the glory of his life, is the glory 
of their life. Christ liveth by the Father, and they live by 
Christ From their communion ki the gloi»y of depend*^ 
cnce, words which »e spirit and life break fortii, »nd,'With 
^ histre clearer than noon-day, shed forth the light of life 
and joy in their hearts. All things whatsoeve^ Christ hath 
in his office are of the Father, and all thing* whatsoever 
they have in Christ are ofthe Father. His life being by 
the Father, and their life {)eing by his life, iheviif^ of bothr 
is' originally from, and finally to", the glory of the Father, 
%he fountain of the light of M^ and }oy. H ascend unto {ft^ 
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**Father and your Father, and to my God and your God." 
<^If children^ tlisn heirs, heirs of God and joint-heirs whh 
"Christ." "All arc yoUrs, and yc are Chrisi's, and Chnat 
"is God's." "Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
"in God.'* **To him that overconieth, willl grant to sit 
"with me in roy throne, even as I also overcame, and. am 
"set down with my Father in his throne." "If a man love 
"me, he will keep -my words, and *hy Father will love hiror 
"and we will come unto 4iim, end ip^ke our abode with 
"him." How sweet are th^ words, Q blessed Saviouri 
Take fast hold of them, O hbearer! and keep themin tho 
midst of thine heart; for tl^y are life unto those who^'find 
khem, and health to ail their fieshl 

Tfiirdly^ Resemblance is discernible in the means and 
actions of the lives. Obedicncewas m«at and drink, whiqb 
jiouribhed and refreshed the life that Christ lived by the Fa- 
ther, and a course of antion,hy which its. strength was ex- 
erted and renewcdi Doing tl>e will of his Father was his- 
duty, and his food^ and firVislnng his work, by suffering and 
dying, were eKertions -wliiclij instead of exhiustinu:, renew- 
ed the strength of his life. Ddin^i the will of God is in 
like manner the duty and strength of believers, who 
live by Christ. 'jtAmong them, doing and sufferii^ is iiv-- 
in^ and feeding, while, in doil^g and suffering, they do not 
live upon themselvea, nor upon their duings and suffering^ 
but upon Cbnst, and upon bb doings and|Sufferings,r-his 
death, rcfsurrection, and glory. Turn now to thesis texts*. 
ye who hunger and thirst after righteoitsncsa, for bread 
which strengtheneth, and wine that maketh gflad the 
heart. "I came down from heaven to do the will of him 
"that sent me." My "meat is to do the will of him that sent 
"me." "The just shall livtj by his faith." "I live by the 
"faith of the Son of God." "For me to live is Clirish'** 
"In keeping his commandments, there is great reward.** 
"If we live in tlie^SiMrit, let uS also walk in the Spirit.'* 
"They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall b« 
"on all high places.** "As ye have received Christ Jesus: 
"the Loix), so walk ye in him, rooted and built up in liim, 
^and stablislied in the faith as ye have been taue^ht j abound- 
HiDg therein with thanksgiving." **rhc joy of the Lord i» 
"your strenf^h." "They who waitupon the Lord, shall 
♦•renew their Strength," "go from strength to strength,** 
^hold on lUeic way^ B&d be stronger aod^ stro&ger/' '^The 
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-**way of the Lord is strength uuto the upright.** Feed <»> 
these precious Scriptures^ O hearerl la reciting them, we 
do not set before you scorpions instead of meat, nor stones 
instead of bread. Consider diHgently, and cat In them that 
whieh is good, and let thy soul del^n itself in their fal- 
©ess. 

Fourthly y Resemblance appears in the end of the lives^ 
The glory of the Father is the high end of the life which 
the Son of God livethby the Father. Before he came in- 
t6 the world, he existed as the Sdn, and, in the heavenly 
places, officiated to the gl^ry of the Father as the Media- 
tor. While in the world he glorified the Father and was 
glorified by the Father, in dokig his will and finishing hi» 
work. And, now that he is no more^iTi the worlds he liv-' 
eth to the glory of the Father again. in the heavenly pla- 
ces, "a minister of the sanctuary, andt>f the true taberna- 
"cle, -which the Lord pitched and not man.'* In like man- 
ner, the glory of the Fatheris the high end of the life that 
believers live by Christ. Turn to a single passac:e of the 
Book out of which a good understanding may dig a sys- 
tem of lively and practical divinity: <<^Now if we lie dead 
"wlih Christ, we believe that we shall also live with hin^- 
<^knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dieih no 
♦'more: death bath no more dominion over him. ^ For ia 
*«that he died, he died unto sin once; but in that l^ liveth^ 
•<he liveth untoQod. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
*Hobe dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God throiigh 
"Jesus Christ our Lord.*' Of \irhat importanoe in its con- 
l^ction is-lheAvoFd likevfi^e^ and how natively doth it flow 
from the as and «o in t)ur text. From the moment in 
wihich they are quickened, beKevcrsIive iwto God throu-gh 
Jesus-Christ our Lord, and are not dead unto him when they 
sleep in the dost of the earth. Unto him all the dead in 
Christ live, and with him God will bring all who sleep in 
ChHst. At-the bush, Moses caileth the Lord "the God of 
"Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;** 
and, from the appellation, a Greater than Mosc* infers, 
<*^He is hot a God of the dead, but of the ^iv^ng; for all five 
<<unto him.** Though dead, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
live unto God; and when their bodies shall be quickened, 
raised, renewed, and glorified, by the Spirit of him who 
raised up Christ frooi tlie dead| they shall live ^nto him 
forever. 
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Fifthly <i Resemblance, ^ of which ff* and a^oia'ihe ^x- 
presaioiij exists in the security ©f the liyes. Pfomises 
are securiiiesofthe life which the Son of God in hi» office 
livclli hyti« Father^ and his life by ihc Father is a seen- 
rity of their life by the Son of Go^, As surely as he liv- 
dth by the Father, all for whom he died and rose agaip 
shall believe, and, believing, shall live thiX)U5jh his name. 
Turn to the Book, O reader and believer! Observe the 
security of both, and the hst secui-ed by the firsts or yours 
by his! "He shall live," <*^In iiisUaysJudah shall be saved 
"and Israel shall dwell aafeiy, and ilus isthenamc whereby 
**hc shall be called, The Lord our rt^hteousncsa** *'Be- 
"cause I live, ye shall live also/* "Your life is hid with 
** Christ in God/* *'l ain-the resurrection and the life.— 
**He tlia^ believcth in me^ thoui^h he were dead, yet shall 
"he live." '*If a man keep my saying he shall never see 
"death." «Whosoeverliveth and bclieveth in me, shall ne- 
<*vcrdie. Believesl thou this?" Canst thou take it upon 
his word? He^vvho testiiieth these things beareth the ti- 
tles, Amen, Faithful, and True Witness, and Beginning 
of the creation -of God; and, lik.e his titles, jiis testimony is 
faithful ami true. 

Finalfy^ Refltemblance^ of which as and to is the ^x* 
pression, is observable in the duration of the lives. The 
life cf the Son of God in his oiTicTe by tbc Father is an errd-^ 
less life, and the life which believers live by the faith of the 
Son of God is an endless life. TIm* promises of it by the 
Fatlier to him, and the promiaesof it from the Father by him 
t<^ them, are exceedingly great and precious; aqd open 
springsof life and joy,'which cold cannot freeze, nor heat 
dry up. "lie asked life of thee, and thou« gavest it hirri, 
"even length bf days for ever and evev." "He shall proloni^ 
"his days." "With long life will I satisfy Wm." "Behold! 
<^am alive for evermore, Amen." "I t>ive unto them cfer- 
«naj life, and they shall never perish." "Thisis the will of 
'*him who^nt me, l4iat every one \Vho secth the Son, and 
"believeth on him, may liav« everlasting life, and I \ViH raise 
"him up at the last day." "Every one that hatb forsaken 
"houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
*'wife, or children, or lands, for. my name's sake, shall re* 
«ceive an hundred fold, and shall inherit cverJasting life.' 



»ft 



After the illustration of-thcse words of the Lord Jcs\!s^ 
10 our text, both concerning himself antl concerning b?> 
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llcvcrs^ who are partakers 'of him, ^e shall recommend 
Ihe practical use of them m the following exhortations: 

Jurstj Believe, and believe firmly and constantly, the 
existence of the Father and the Son. These persons none 
of us ever saw with the bodily eye. By this eye they can- 
not be seen. The living^ Father ia invisible. No man 
hath, and no man cati see him. The Son living by the 
Father is visible id human aature, but in this nature he 
is within the vail, atvl the heavens must receive, him until 
the tiiwe of restitution of all things, when every eye sliall 
see him. At present, therefore our exercise is believing. 
Whosoever cometii to the Father must believe that the 
Father exists, and he who cofneth to the Father by the 
Son must believe that the Son exists, and that he is the 
way to the Father. Believest thou these truths, O hearerJ 
In an hour of temptation.evil tlu)Ughts will rise, and evil 
surmisings will break in. How are we certain that such 
persons exist, or that there is a heaven, a place which, we 
have not seen and cannot see, a living Father, and a Son 
living by the Father? Unto these^ and all other unrea-' 
sonable ,and iinraoral suggestions, op pose, the testimony 
of. Scripture, which records their existence, and the reu- 
sopableness of believing a testimony confirmed by.the Ho- 
ly Ghost sent down from heaven. Ye believe that tbero 
is gold in Havilah which ye never saw, men in India with 
whom -y-e never convei*se<J, and countries beyond sea 
which ye never visited; and why should it see'm incredi- 
ble that persons, whom ye cannot $ee, exist in heaven; of 
whose existeiKe the Holy Ghost bin) self is a witness? 
Wiih the evidence of revelation ,sup])ress the whispering*^ 
and munnuring. of infidelity, and cry unto the Author of 
revelation to fill you with all joy and peace in receiving and 
believing his testimony. *'If we receive the^ witness of 
"men, tlie witness oJ God is greater; for this is the witness 
"of God, which he hath testified of his Son., He that be- 
"lievcth on the Son of God, hath the witness in himself;' he 
"that believeth not God, hath made him a liar,, because lie 
"believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. And 
"this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
"and this life is in his Son. H« that hath the Son hath life, 
"and be that hath npt the Son of God hath not life.'* 

Secondly i Acknowledge that the Father and the Son 
appear and work in the order and stations in wUch jLhey 
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have revealed (hcmselves. These persons are equals Bui 
the st!%tions in /which they appear, and work are not equal. 
The living Father in his station of operation is over all and 
greater than all. (*Of him^ and through him, and to him 
"are all things*" Supremacy^ universal supi'emacy, is the 
prerogative and glory of his btation of operation. The Son 
in his station of operation is below the station of the living 
Father, liveih by him, receiveth all from him, doth all to 
liim, and keepeth his commandiment, which he knoweth 
to be everlasting life. Inferiority, or subordination and 
dependence, is the glory his station. This is acknow- 
ledged by himself in our text: "The living Father bath 
*^si:n\. rae, and I Jive by, the Father." The stations in 
which these equal persons of the Godhead appear, with 
their dependence, offices, operations, and issues, are not 
quibbles upon which preachers discourse in a grave and 
formal way, and which none but old wives and blockheads 
receive and admire. These stations are their glory, and 
<he revelation of their glory in tliem is both allesled by 
the persons themselves, and confirmed by their opera* 
tions in tlic receivers of their testimony* <'He that believ- 
<'eth hath the witness in himself." When the sun 
breaks forth fr^m behind a thick clotid, and shoots his 
beams over the habitations of men, the face of the crea- 
tion is renewed, and every h&art is made glad. And 
when the Lord the Spirit breaks in upon the darkness of 
the heart,, and, by the. word, opens the eyes of the under- 
standing to behold the glory of the Godhead in the face of 
Jesus Christ, every text in w.liich the persons appear be- 
comes a body. of liglit, shoots beams over the new crea- 
tion, and fills the heart oflhe new creature with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. In the experience of some 
hearers, moments have, I trust, existed in which the mur- 
muring of unbelief hath been suppressed, and the dark- 
ness of the heart illuminated and turned into noon-day, by 
the "shining in it of the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christi The belief and ac- 
knowledgment of the mystei7 of this glory on earth, and 
the vision and adoration of the revelation of it in heaven^ 
is the essence; of our blessedness. O to be stablished, 
strengthened, and settled, in the belief and aClinowledge- 
ment, and, by the means which we are this day enjoy* 
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uig, helped forward in our preparation for the vision and 
adoration, when we shall doubt and stumble no more! 

Thirdly^ Rejoice in the dependence and order of living 
which appears in our text. "The living Father hath sent 
**ine,*'saith the Son of God in our nature, "and I Hve by 
"the Father;" and, adds the same Speaker, "He that eatcili 
"me, even he shall live by me." In this last sentence, we 
would almost have expected "Shall live by the Father;" 
but our Lord who knew, and who came to make known 
the order of living, saith, "Shall live by me." Our ne- 
cessities, unto which the order and dependence of living 
arc adjusted, required "Shall live by me" Men dead in 
trespasses and sins, which la the state of all men by nature, 
could not be quickeited and raised to life, but through the 
derivation of it from the Father by the Son, who is made 
a quickening Spirit. By the living Father, Christ, who is 
our life, livetb; and the new creation living by Christ, all 
created in him unto good works live as he liveth, original- 
ly and ultimately, by the Father, the fountain of the is- 
'sues of life. Bring forth the blind people who have eyes, 
and the deaf who have ears: They must be deaf and blind 
indeed, who, in the order and dependence of living, do not 
perceive the sum-full of wisdom and the perfection of 
beauty. Let all the najlions be gathered together, and let 
the people be assembled: Who among their wise men 
could have planned this subordination? Where is tho 
man or Woman of understanding, that is not beholding glo- 
ry beaming from it on every side? Since you enjoy sub- 
stantial pleasure in beholding it darkly in the glass, the 
pleasure will rise to the highest degree of elevation and 
joy when you shall behold it clearly, and face to face. — 
The glory of this subordination shall continue for ever, and 
the revelation of the felloveship of the mystery of it aug- 
ment the light, and pleasure, and joy of eternity. Christ 
shall live for ever by the Father, and believers shall live 
for ever by Christ. 

Fourthly^ Adnjire wisdom and grace appearing in the 
resemblance which exists in the order and dependence 
of the lives. Christ liveth by the Father, and believers 
live by Christ. But in this fellowship of living there is a 
glory which is still more deeply mysterious. The corre- 
lative words as and so are full of meaning, and the know* 
ledge of the mystery of the fetlowsiup expressed, by them 
Ff 
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IS resei'ved for the felicity and recreation of elerhlty. In 
the mean time, recollect the particulars of resemblance 
■which you heard exemplified. In the lives themselves, 
in their dependence^ in their means, in their end, in their 
security, and in their duration, resemblance hath been tra- 
ced and exemplified. This resemblance is now the ob- 
ject of belief and adoration, and hereafter will be the ob- 
ject of knowledge and intuition. Lay up in your memo- 
ries the particulars exemplifying it, and feed upon them 
'^vith faith and love in Christ Jesus. At this and at every 
communion they are spiritual food, or rather the daily 
bread which sustains the life of the new creation, and dif- 
fuses jcy and gladness through the city of the living God, 

Come now, believer! eat thy bread with joy, and drink 
thy wine with a cheerful heart. The living Father sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we ihight live 
through him; and as he liveth in his office and mission by 
the Father, so he that eateth and belicveth shall live by his 
faith in him. In the light of his word, walk to his Table, 
crying, "O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead 
«4iie; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy ta- 
<'bernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto 
"God my exceeding joy; yea, upon the harp will 1 praise 
"thee, O God my God." A brighter and more splendid 
day is springing from on high; a day which will raise you 
above the need of harps, and altars, and tables, and books, 
and cause you to shine as stars and suns in the kingdom of 
your Father. "Why then art thou cast down, O my soul, 
"and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in 
"God; for I shall yet praise him, the health of my counte- 
"nance and my God." 

We do not wish to leave the disquieted and cast down 
without means of comfort, and shall address ourselves to 
them more particularly before we conclude. In order to 
strengthen the nerves of the weak, and comfort the heart 
of the sorrowful, we recommend the words of the Lord Je- 
sus in the synagogue of Capernaum, and the isle of 
Patraos. In the synagogue he said, "As the living Father 
"hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth 
*<me, even he shall live by me." In the isle he said, "Fear 
"not, I am the First and the Last; I am He that liveth and 
"was dead. And behold 1 am alive for evermore, Amen, 
"^nd have the keys cf hell and of death." John heard 
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both these speeclies. When the Lord Jesns made the 
first, John was in the synagogue, and when he made the 
last, John was in the isle. By the power of this last speech^ 
in which there is a word that -could not be uttered in the 
first, the disciple whom Jesus loved was re-animated, 
raised up, and strengthened, for the last and most discour- 
aging part of his ministry,— the writing of the .testimony 
of Jesus concerning the birth, and life, and death of the 
man of sin, and the sufferings of the Church during the 
existence and reign of that monster of iniquity. The dis- 
covery which the Lord Jesus made of his own death, and 
life, and reign, to John in Patmos, is a fountain of everlast- 
ing consolation and good hope through grace. Like the 
river of God, which is clear, and broad, and deep, it hath 
run whh life, and strength, and joy, through every period 
of the existence and reign of the man of sin. At this mo- 
ment, when the monster is hoary and hastening to dissolu- 
tion, it is full of water; nor is there any reason to fear that, 
like the waters of Babylon, it will ever dry up. Instead 
of such a disaster, the City of God hath every reason to 
believe, that it shall flow over the grave of the monster, 
and the ruin of his dominion; and, in the last days, cause 
the lips of the infidel Jew and the idolatrous Gentile to 
shout and sing. 

Unto this river of God, which is full of water, and run- 
ning fife and joy, come, O desponding believerl and, in full 
assurance of faith, drink abundantly. "The spirit and the 
"bride say, come; and let him that heareth say, come; and 
"let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
' "him take the water of life freely." This water possesses 
the essence of spiced wine of the juice of the pomegranate, 
and, taken freely and abundantly, will dispel the gloom 
hanging over your exercise, raise yon above complaining, 
put a new song in your mouth, and console you under 
every loss. Some of you, perhaps may be sighing, 'What 
naughty creatures you are! Christ hath been preached: 
On every side hearers are feeding and rejoicing, while 
yo« hear nothing, sec nothing, taste nothing good and 
lively, and continue senseless, and faithless, and joyless, 
at the end as at the beginning of the sermon.' This is 
humbling and discouraging indeed I Acknowledge the 
righteousness of the Lord, in turning a day of light and 
gladness to others into a night of gloominess and sorrow t<> 
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▼ou. Yet do not desponci: The living Father sent his te- 
iovcd and only-begotten Son to heal broken hearts^ and 
bind up diseased minds. He liveth by the Father, to "say 
'"unto prisoners, Go forth, and to them who are in dark- 
"ncss, Shew yourselves." And whoso eateth and believ- 
cth, "shall feed in the ways, and find pasture in all higb 
"places. Thiey shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall 
,"the heat nor sun sinite them;" neither shall die day be 
dark over them; neither shall they stumble in the night, 
nor lose the way to the kingdom. "For he that hath raer- 
"cy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of wate^ 
"shall he guide them." Believe and plead his promises^ 
eat in them that which is good> and let thy soul delight it« 
self in the Promiser, that thy light may break forth as the 
morning, and thine health may spring forth speedily. 

Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that ye may see! How 
Jlath the eye which the Lord formed, and the ear that he 
planted, been exercised, while we were illustrating words 
spoken by the Saviour of the world in the synagogue of 
Capernaum. Some hearers first murmured, then strove- 
among themselves, and at last left the Speaker. "From 
"that.lime many of his disciples went back, and walked na 
"more with him." Alas, tor the disciples of Capernaum. 
Exalted unto heaven by the presence, and doctrine, and 
M'orks of the Son of the Highest, they fell down to hell, 
\v!\ere they lie a tremendous example of the rig^hteousnesg 
of his vengeancel Are ye belter than they? Ye have not 
yet left your seats, and turned your back upon the ordin- 
ances of Christ. With the eye ye have looked at the speak- 
er, and with the ear heard the sound of his voice. But up- 
on the heart the sound hath hitherto made no more im- 
pression than the echo of the stone in the wall behind you. 
'How long will ye continue among the blind, the deaf, the 
dumb, and the dead? Po you imagine that ministers, 
whose counsel ye despise in health, can push you up into 
heaven with a prayer at the bed-side, when the silver cord 
is loosing, the eyes failing, the tongue jButtering, and the 
withering lips scarcely sensible of the motion of a wetted 
feather? At that moment of extremity^ the hearer of pray- 
er, as a judge, may reveal his wrath in your conscience, 
and, with a voice more dreadful than the loudest thunder, 
say in your ear, "Ye have set at naught all my counsel, 
"and WQuldnone of my reproof. I also will laug;h at your 
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"calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh.** Is it 
wise — is it safe, to hazard salvation to a day of sickness 
and disease, which may disable you to exercise either 
grace or reason? 

Deceive yourselves no longer. Beware lest the de- 
ceitfuiness of sin, and the hardness of your heart, bring you 
down with Capernaum to hell. Whether you will hear, 
or whether you will forbear, the mission and life of the 
Son of God by the Father, and the faith and life of believers 
by the Son of God, are serious and interesting considera- 
tions to the world. We testify unto every hearer, that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world, 
and that (here is salvation in no other name. Unto him 
you are commanded, invited, encouraged to comie for it; 
and him that cometh, he will in no wise cast out. The day 
of life is the time of coming. If you come not before 
you die, he will neither call nor receive you after. O the 
happiness of being in him, and of being in youth in him, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption! — May the God of our 
I^ord Jesus Christ, the Father, of glory, plant you toge- 
ther in the likeness of the death of his Son, and in the 
likeness of his resurrection, that like as he was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so ye also m^y 
live unto God by him, and walk in newness of lifc^i Amen. 
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SERMON XVI. 

THE GONDtJCT OP PAUL KXHIBITED AS A FAT- 

TEBN FOB MINISTEES. 

AJsT ORDIJ^ATIOJ^ SERMO.Y. 



1 Thess. ii. 10* 

^e are ttfUnesteiy and God alao^ hotv holilyy and justly ^ 
and unblamcablyy we behaved ourselves among you that 
believe, 

THE Gospel of the grace of God is allowed hj alt 
who understand it to be a doctrine according to godliness. 
So far is it from weakening the obligation of divine laws, 
or sapping the foundations of morality, that it is the only 
powerful and effectual means of establishing them. Tire 
leading principle of virtue, a deep and grateful sense of 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour, makes a glori- 
ous figure in that sacred system^ and is dicoverable no 
where else. "For the love of Christ constraineth us, bc« 
<<cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
<<dead; and that he died for all^that they which live should 
"not henceforth live unto.themselves, but unto him that 
•'died for them and rose again.** The efficacy of this 
principle, or of the truth as it is in Jesus, for producing 
true holiness in believers, and building them up thereh) 
through faith unto salvation, is not within the compass of 
the present discourse. Our inquiry rather is, how the cre- 
dit and dignity of the gospel may be best nuuntained, and 
the noise and clam*our of its adversaries most honorably 
silenced; an inquiry not unworthy of the gravest attention. 
I am persuaded you agree with me in saying, a conversa- 
tion such as be»ometh the gospel is the best ^d most sa- 
liriactory answer to it. 
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This occasion, and the text I have chosen, require that 
the argument of the discourse should be chiefly addressed 
to the ministry. It is alldwed on all sides, that the preach- 
ers of the gospel are under distinguished obligations td 
live according to it. Unto them the text exhibits a plan 
of conduct which, I hope, we shall not barely applaud, 
^ but zealously imitate, and, by the grace of God, constant- 
ly endeavour to make our own. *»Yc are witnesses, and 
"God also, how holily, and justly, and unblameably, we 
"behaved ourselves among you that believe." In the 
prosecution of this subject, it is proposed, first, to run 
over the plan of conduct which is represented in the text; 
secondly, to shew its peculiar Importance to the minis- 
ters of Christ; thirdly, to make some reflections upon the 
whole for the benefit both of minister and people* 

It is proposed, in the first place. To run over the plan 
of conduct which the text exhibits to us. It may be said,, 
in general, to comprehend two difiPerent sorts* of duties^ 
those which belong to our private station as chiistians, and 
those that belong to the public statibn wherein providence 
hath placed us. Both are essentially necessary to form a 
character of true worth and excellence. They stand so 
closely connected, that we have no ideas of worthy beha* 
viour but in the union and conjunction of tliem. A defi-- 
ciency in the one throws a shade on the seeming lustre of 
the other, while this lustre aggravates the guilt of the de- 
ficiency, and renders it deeper and darker than> it would 
otherwise be. Supposing a judge should be blameless in 
the whole tenor of his private character, yet if he is either 
indolent or partial in dispensing publick justice; if he is. 
found to neglect opportunities of promoting, by his influ*- 
ence and authority the welfare of society, he would be 
highly blameable, perhaps .more highly blameable, than 
if he had failed in any of the vii*tues of a private life. ' In^ 
like manner, though a minister's behaviour in private life 
should be sober and harmless, yet if he shows no zeal for 
answering the important end of his office; if he wastes his 
time in indolence and pleasure, doing no more work than 
is barely sufficient to screen him from censure; if he lays 
out his abilities on foreign and. inferior cares; if Insensible 
of, or unconcerned for the. eternal interests of his charge;, 
he abandons himself to dissipation and amusement^ bis 
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conduct is not only below the standard of th« text, but up- 
on exantination will^o found utterly inconsistent witli it. 

As tnis is a subject which greatiy affects the honour 
and interest of religion, it is necessary to enter into the 
particulars of f lie text, and illustrate them distinctly, and 
in the same order. The ^rst which occurs is holiness. 
The Apostle observes, <<how holily" he had behaved him- 
self. Holiness, in the lowest sense, denoteth freedom from 
g^ross and sensual pollutions. DrunkennMs, swearing, 
lying, sabbath-breaking, gambling, with every species of 
impure and dissolute pleasure, ard crimes wnich either 
separately or together debase, or, I should rather hav-e 
said, destroy the character of a minister. However, it is 
not enough that bis behaviour stands clear of the notori- 
ous crimes which are a disgrace to reason, and a scandal 
to Christianity; his office requires an eminent pitch of 
real sanctity, and the world generally expects it. Two 
things form the principal «.nd most obvious characters of 
that holiness which becomes^ a minister of the gospel of 
Jesus,-— disengagement from worldly, and devotedness to 
spiritual pursuits. Both were conspicuous in the Apos- 
tle's conduct, and ought to be studied by us with the ut« 
most care and precision. 

1 at, We ought to be i» much as possible disengaged 
from carnal and worldly things. A. thirst and pursuit of 
riches and honor are utterly unbecoming us who ccdl up- 
on the rest of mankind to moderate tlteir desires of these 
frivolous and corruptible things, and to lower their no* 
tions of the excellence and happiness which is imagined 
to arise from the possession and enjoyment of them. We^ 
who preach that ^tfae fashion of this world passeth away,'*^ 
should be dead to its vanities and pleasures. Scrambling 
up to preferments, enquiries into the value of benefices, 
fatiguing applications to the secular powers in whom the 
right of presentation is vested by law, and with such views 
, incorporating with the tittle parties^and factions of worldly 
men formed on worldly schemes, and animated with 
worldly principles, is a reproach to us who believe that 
the kingdom of Christ is <Hu>t of this world,'* and preach 
that <<a man's life eonsisteth not in the abundance of the 
^Hhings he possesseth." How far the Apostle's mind was 
elevated above the low and unsubstantial enjoyments of 
tliis sublunary, precarious, mutable worlds may be seen 
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in many passages of his Epistles: « VVc look not at the 
*nh]ngs which are seen, but at the things which are not 
"seen." In the verse before the text yon may observe the 
generous breathings of this same happy temper: "For ye 
"remember, brethren, our labour and travel; for laboring 
"night and day, because we would npt be chargeable to 
"any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God/* 
The same elevation and sublimity of soul is necessary ani* 
to all the ministers of Christ. Hear the above writer 
speak, the important sentiment in his directions to Timo«- 
thy. "Thou therefore, endure hardness as a good soldier 
"of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth him- 
"self with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
"who hath chosen him to be a soldier/* A load of afflu- 
ence and grandeur is a distressful weight unto them that 
are at war with the powera of darkness and the vanities of 
life. No minister is obliged to fling away that ^portion of 
the good things of this world which providence bestows onr 
him or his family. On the contrary, a reasonable regaled 
to subsistence is allowable. "The L^ord hath ordained that 
"they who preach the gospel should live of the gospel.'* 
But it is mean and inglorious to aim at nothing higher than 
the advancement of secular interest. Cbiist's soldier* 
light not to earn their pay, but to please and glarify hiia 
that chose them to be soldiers. Before they de%'end iiUo 
the world, to encounter its corrupt maxims andlpractices, 
they should lay aside every gross and entanghng concern, 
least they bring themselves within that most alarming de- 
claration, "No man having put his hand to the plough^ 
"and looking back; is fit for the kingdom of heaven." 

2c//z/, Besides a disengagement from worldly and dis- 
honorable pursuits, our character requires a devotedness lf> 
spiritual things. Meditation, prayer, reading, and retire- 
ment, are exercises with which we ought to be familiar. 
"Give attendance,'* saith the Holy Ghost by Paul, "to 
^^reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate on these 
"things. Give thyself wholly to them.** To illustrate 
this point let it be observed, that the discoveries of trutJv 
are wholly in order to goodness. The noblest intellectu* 
al abilities are only so far truly valuable, as they ar^ sub- 
servient to moral perfection. The chief glory of the dei- 
ty consists in his spotless purity. Now, is it not matter of 
astonishinent that we who profess to believe these things^ 



S22 THE COXUTJCT OF PAUL EXHIBITED 

and to have "purified ouf souls in obeying the truth 
"through the Spirit," do not shine transcend ently brighter 
in true holiness? It must surprize everyone who conj pares 
things coolly, that we who preach so much of the intritisic 
excellence and beauty of virtue, that we who profess 
modest and unshaken hopes of another and a better worlds 
wherein dwelJeth righteousness, are not established in an 
uninterrupted contemplation of it, and a spiritual and de- 
lightful intention of soul unto it. A little consideration 
may convince us, that we are capable of ri^ng, by pro- 
mised aids, to a conformity incomparably nearer the di- 
vine character than we commonly attain. And how is it 
possible to answer the expectations of the world without 
it? They expect an eminent pilch of virtue from us wha 
are the public instructors of the rest of mankind, and pat- 
terns of universal imitation. Are these expectations un» 
I'casonable? By no means. The copy which the rest of 
mankind write after should be remarkably correct. This 
distinguishing pitch of holiness is recommended to Timo-^ 
thy, with great particularity and emphasis: "Be thou at¥ 
"example of the believers in word,^ in conversation, in char- 
"ity, in spirit^ in faith, in purity*'^ 

To conclude this particular, both the observations on 
th» dm ptrt of the Apostle's plan of conduct are united, 
with inimitable energy and address, in his instructions to 
the person we have mentioned so often already. "The 
"love of money is the root of all evil; which, while some 
"coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierc- 
"ed themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O 
"man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteous- 
"ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the 
"good fight of faith, lay hold upon eternal life, whereunto 
"thou art also called, and hast prof#ssed a good profession 
"before many witnesses." "Take heed unto thyself, and 
"to thy doctrine, continue in them; for in doing this thou 
"shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.** In 
these passages two things are indispensibly required of 
ministers, the first of which is wholly in order to the se- 
cond. They must lay out themselves, with the greatest 
care and diligence, to acquire the improvements of un- 
derstanding which are necessary to qualify them to fulfil 
the important duties of their office with pleasure and suc- 
jieasi but then all the improvements of the understandbg,. 
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tfll ihe treasures of the memory, all the omamenls of th« 
imagination, all the furniture of the head, must be subser- 
"vient to purity of heart and spotlessncss of manners. 

The Second thing observable in the Apostle's conduct 
is the justness of it. He behaved himself "justly." This 
can mean nothing less than a correct and regular beha- 
viour both in private and public life. His own words are 
the best description v^hich can^be given of it: "We be- 
<*haved not ourselves disorderly among you, neither did 
"we eat any man's bread for nought." "Seeing we have 
"received this ministry, we faint not; but have renounced 
^'the hidden ihings of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
"nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by mani- 
"festaiion of the \rulh commending ourselves to every 
"man's conscience in the sight of God." "Giving no of- 
^'fence in any thing, that the ministiy be not blamed, but 
"in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God." 
A minister that would behave justly, must not be ashamed 
to appear in the peculiarities of his order; I mean, a 
strictness and severity of manners, which ar« the proper 
badge of his profession. He must always be one man, 
speaking the same sound and inoffensive language, and 
followiug out the same neat and correct plan of conduct, 
in all places, and in every company. He must walk con- 
tinually with his rule in his eye, and never knowingly de- 
viate from it either to the right hand or to the left. On. 
the right, is an affected sourness and austerity, which re- 
presents religion as too stiff* and capricious. On the left 
is a supple and complying temper, which represents it as 
'Servile and variable. Between these extremes, equally 
liurtful and disobliging, lieth a middle path, which deline- 
ates the true genius of the gospel, and is emphatically 
styled "the way of God's commandments." This we 
ought to observe with the utmost precision. An arbitrary 
and uncommandcd strictness, for which we have no war- 
rant nor example in the word of God, is a dangerous plan, 
and seldom fails to supplant that religion which is saving 
and solid. In shunning this dishonorable and supersti- 
tious course, we must be equally cautious of running 
over to a broad bye-way on the opposite side, — a careless, 
trifling, and dissipated life, as if any thing beyond was an 
unnecessary preciseness, or a being righteous overmuch. 
In a word, we ought to ponder every step we take, and 
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weigh CTcry undertaking, with all its circumstances, irt 
the balances of the sanctuary. Unless we consider the 
consequences and tendencies of our * actions with some 
measure of seventy, we must live at random, and. run into 
innumerable inconsistencies. The least impropriety is a 
great blot in our conduct. The world expects an exalt- 
ed degree of virtue from us, and examines our behaviour 
with great severity. We ought, for that reason, to watch 
over it with equal severity ourselves, that we may in some 
measure answer the expectations of mankind, and make 
our light shine before them with such strength and eyi« 
dence, as shall constrain them to glorify our Father which 
is in heaven. 

Thirdly^ The text represents the Apostle's behaviour 
as unblameable. And indeed it is requisite that every 
bishop be blameless. It is not enough that we who are 
ministers abstain from evil, unless every thing be avoided 
which has the appearance of it. It is extremely hazard- 
ous at least to go up to the boundaries which separate 
righteousness from unrighteousness, the lawful from the 
forbidden ground. To venture on these extremities 
is, in all men of infirmity, inexcusable pi*esumptipn. t 
<|uestion if it be possible to make a retreat, without carry- 
ing back either guilt or disgrace^ or perhaps both. In 
dubious cases, where there can be any dispute about the 
precise point where the laudable part ends and the blame* 
able begins, a minister of Christ must take care to keep 
himself visibly, and to the conviction of spectators, on the 
safe side of the disputed limit. There ought to be nothing 
doubtful in his behaviour, nothing ambiguous, or that 
needs to be explained. Every thing liable to suspicion is 
dishonorable, is criminal. He lives at a poor rate, aiid 
far below his character, who is every now and then put to 
it to vindicate his conduct, and to prove that he has hot 
gone over the bounds of lawful liberty. Rather than ex- 
pose oui*selyes by levities and little frolics unbecoming 
our holy function, we should lean to the safer extreme 
of gravity and rfserve. Nay, it may be sometimes neces- 
sary to forbear things perfectly indifferent in their own 
nature, when doing otherwise would destroy our influence, 
or lessen otir power of doing good among our people. — 
Perhaps it will be thought that this draught of a ministe- 
rial conversation is too sublime, and far out of^the ]:eack 
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6f men encotapassod with iftfirniitiefiu The Apostle's 
tjwn concessions give a favbrable pretext to the objtctioD, 
«U)d seem to require some abatements of the rigour of the 
above rules. >^Not as though 1 hstd already attained, ei* 
•Mher were ah'cady perfect." Daily experience too 
makes us sensible that we are men ofiike passions and 
impel fections with others. But siirely it must be owned, 
that it is oiir duly to aim at the highest pitch of holiness 
attainable ifi the present stale. And w<b who are patterns 
to others cannot justify ourselves at the bar of conscience, 
much less before God, who is greater than conscience, by 
living in a superficial and dissipated manner. 

I proceed to shew, in the second place,, the peculiar 
importance of the above plan of conduct to the ministers 
of Christ. — Firstj It wiil settle a firm and agreeable se- 
renity in our bosom. How sweet and beneficial such a 
possession is, and the infiue^ce of a correct and regular 
plan of conduct in preserving, and heightening it, may be? 
learned from the passage in Paul's second Epistle to the 
Corintlsians: <*For our rejoicing is tliis, the testimony of 
**our conscience, that in simplicity and god4> sincerity, not 
"with fleshly wisdpm, but by the grace of God, we have had 
<(our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to 
^*you wards." It is easy to figure the wretchedness and 
misery of a man whose mind is continually distracted with 
war and discord within his own breast. His situation in 
^orae respect is more horrible and gloomy than death it- 
self. That^ indeed tears the soul from the body, but this 
tears the health and life from the soul. Religion must be 
a joyless thing to him. For, however eminent his profcs- 
^on is, sin being in possession of the dominion^ the real 
pleasures and joys of religion will be lost. How dull and 
insipid a state this must be in a minister of Christ, is not 
diffic\ilt to imagine. The dissolute and unreserved slaves 
of the devil have manifestly the advantage of him; they get 
at least a taste of such impure and gross pleasures as sin 
can afix>rd, but an unholy minister of the gospel gets not 
even that much. As much religion as ;o make sin bitter 
Is essential to liis cti^racter, but a constrained and aukward 
formality supplies him with nothing to sweeten his loss cff 
the pleasures of sin, nor comfort him uuder it. 
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Secondly^ It will pour in upon the tnind a strong ani 
nwinlf assurance in displaying i he perfection of the law of 
God. It is certainly the duty of a numster to set before 
liis hearers, in a clear and distinct manner, the puriiy and 
pciTecdpn of the divine lawr. Nothing ia nwre dangerous 
for him than to lower the standard of holy obedience^ anii 
accommodate it to the taste and opinions of an eHeminate 
and irregular age. Our Saviour hath sufficiently, directed 
our conduct in this matter. "Be ye perfect,*' saith he, "as 
<*your Father which is in heaven is peifect." His sermon 
on the mount is a summary of strict and pure religion, 
jTree of the corrupt glosses and abatements which had been 
introduced to favor the corruptions of that period. Nonr 
his example is undoubtedly for oiir imitation. A princi- 
pal part of our work Hes in setting the law of Gixl in a 
fair and distinct light; and what so likely to qualify and 
dispose us to do it with confidence and assui^nce, as a 
stedfast aiid uniform perseverance in obedience to it our* 
selves? Nay, it is impossil)le to do if^ either with pica- 
sure Or success, if our ordinaiy behaviour contradict our 
doctrine. The sense of having acted wrong will sting our 
. xninds withTn^y discouraging and insupportable: reflec- 
tions, and leave in our countenances all the outward symp- 
toms and expff^ssions of^timidity and self-reproach; vfhere- 
as uniform and r^guiat conduct wilt beget a iirainess and 
jhdependency of mind which will stable us to preach with, 
a manly and imparti^ freedom, with a genuine and well 
supported dignity. 

Th4rdli/y It vdll increase our power of doing good. A 
pious and holy life has mighty energy, and sweetty over- 
pomes all opposition. Did the world behold ministers 
consistent and uniform in their whole behaviour, resolute 
and determined in every part of their duty, inflexibly ho- 
nest and well fortified against corrupt influence, such ve- 
nerable, though imperfect images of God would melt and 
penetrate their souls. Persons of the highest, as well as 
xneanest capaci^es, would stand in awe and submit them- 
selves. Those whom no other methods could win, and 
were perhaps determined to despise and neglect them, or 
thwart their laudi^le and pious designs, would not be able 
to stand out long agaiust the charms of uniform uncon-^ 
querable goodness. 



AS A PATTERN FOR MINISTERS. 527 

Faurtfily^ It will give a commancling and a^cttiating in^ 
fiuence to oqr example* A just and regular conversa- 
tion is a most powerful and persuasive sermon, and ex- 
pressed in a language which men of a)t natiofis equalljp 
un4erstand. It even explains what other sermons meair^ 
icu»tead of needing to be explained by them* Ic has been 
sometimes observed, that the common people are but 
poor judges of a man's ability or learmng; but they are 
very good judges of his life. They can see the beauty 
and propriety of a virtuous conduct, when they cannot 
compreliend a rlKtoripal description of it. , Come then, 
brethren, tet us make it our ambition to hold foith the 
word of life continually, and so to exhibit th^ religion of 
Jesus in our practice, that all who behold us may have an 
easy opportunity of reading the law* of Christ every day. 
This will not only secure the love attd confidence of the 
belter sort of our people, but in .many instances give us 
an irresistible syper iority over those among tb^m who are 
wicked and unreasonable, i^enbe We read that "Herod 
*<feared John,*' eveii when he cast hinc^ into prison; and 
ieare^d him, as the evai>gelist informs u^ purely on this 
account, (^because be knew that he was.a just and holy 
«man**V 

fifthly ^ It will raise again our profession to the credit 
at)d esteem whicli is due to it. Minislerfli who live and !»« 
hour as they ought are generally well thought of, An ex- 
emplary piety, and a shining conversation, preserve the 
poorest of them from contempt. Nothuig, however k 
more visible than the. disgrace our order alt present is fal- 
len iDto; nor has any thing contributed sa much to it as a 
light and ungi^arded conduct on our own part. Appear* 
ance^ are such as to warrant me to say so. This is a heavy 
leproaeh on our profession, and not to be wiped away by be- 
ing angry, vvith the authors of it. Nothing^ but a real refu- 
tation of it by.a just, and holy, and unblameftble behaviouTf 
will thoroughly ef&ce it. True, indeed, we may be often 
blamed in the wrong ^place. Partiality and ipalice may 
go too far. Yet 4o speak without prejudice, it is more 
thao^ probable that we have as much respect in general as 
we really deserve. Let us not complain so loudly of the 
harsh and uncharitable judgment of the W:orld, as if a fai- 
lure on our part were impossible. Unde^ so grievous a 
load of "public infamy, it becomes us to suspect ourselves, 
and reflect upon the words of the prophet| to see how far 
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thcf are applicable to us: «For the priest's lips shoirfct 
"keep kjiowiedge, and they shotild seek the lavv^ at hjs 
"moulb; for he is ihe messenger of the Lord of hosts. But 
«*ye departed out of the way; ye have caused many to 
"stumble at the l'i\y; ye have corrupted the. covenaat of 
"Levi, siith tlie Lord of hosts. Therefore have. I alsa 
"made you contcniplible, and base beR>rc all the people,, 
"according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been 
<*parlial in the law.*' 

Sixthly^ 1% will exhibit a cominclnj; and obvious- jM'oof" 
of the reality, excellence, and efficacy of ihe religion which 
our ofHce obliges us to teach. Oesctiption and arg^umeiit, 
if they are not accompanied with visible representations of 
holiness in our own lives, will make but feeble impres* 
sionson our hearers. - The bad opinion the world has re- 
ceived of ministers on all sides, contributes not a little to 
prejudice theiB against Christianity, When tliey cantiot 
discern in the preacher of the gospel that strictness and 
holiness of life ^ that roortiiication and deadne^ to the 
worlds that zeal and application to the duties of their of* 
fice,that meekness, humility, and charity, which they hear 
them perpetually . inculcating, on others, they ace apt to 
co«clud*, that religion has not the reaHty and efficacy 
^llkh ks advocates endeavour to persuade the woaid it 
h?ih. How is it possible to discover its beauty, or feel its 
virtue, when ministers arc observed walking in the same 
road and frequenting the same haunts of diversion with 
themselves? When they obsen'e men clothed with sacrjcd 
characters paying no regard at all to propnety of conduct? 
M'hen.they see them mixing with the-world, and livit^ at 
large as others doj when they see them grasping at po\yer, 
and scram))ling for wealth; spreading sail to every wisd, 
and i-ea<ly to embark in any cause that will recommend 
them to those who are able to gratify their ambition or co- 
vetousness; how is it possible, I say, to behold the. beauty 
of religion where the ministerial character is sp universal- 
ly and deeply overcast in sl^de and gloominess? I^et ,tis 
not then, brethren, any longer withhold^ from the world 
proper meansof conviction. Let us dare to avow the sen- 
timent* of virtue, and pbey the laws of Heaven, and the 
drctatcsof conscience, in the face of the sun. This is tlic 
way to awakt^ the attention of besotted and dreaming 
monals, and, by letting them see what godliness can do, 
beget in them convictions of its r^al worth and cxcelleQce. 
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Address to the Minisfef^ 

Ton have now been regularly introduced into the oF- 
jSce of the holy miriisiry, and taken the oversight of this 
congregation, "hot," Fhope, "by constraint, but willingly; 
"hot for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." Bear with 
me, while I charge you to take heed, and fulfil the mitiia- 
try which yoii have received of the Lord. 

Let it be your first care'to attain a modest confidence 
of the truth and reality of religion, in your own soul.-— 
The plan of conduct recommended in the preceding dis- 
course depends, in a great measure, upon a strong sense 
of the power of inward and experimental godliness.-— 
Hours of temptation may come, when all the furniture of 
your head, all the arguments treasured in your memory^ 
all the reasonings your invention is able to command,, *' 
all the elaborate writings your library can supply," 
will not keep your faith and hope firm, unless you have 
got the gospel wrought into your heart, and felt it 
to be the power and the wisdom of God in your own 
salvationi Of all men in the world, wc are in most 
danger of losing impressions of the reality and importauce 
of divine things. Our office obliges us to be habitually 
conversant with them; but, alasl a carnal, worldly, wan- 
dering mind, has so much thie ascendant^ that we often do 
it in a very Cold and unfeeling manner* And if a minis- 
ter once settle in^ this stupid, insensible frame, his con- 
science contracts a hardness, which puts him so far out of 
the reach of conviction, that, in th6 ordinary methods of 
grace, he can SQarcely be ever awakened^ and, if saved at 
ftU, it must be with great peril, or even "so as by fire." 

Touching the duties of your ofirce, you are resolved, I 
liope, to keep nothing ba<^k from this people; but to de- 
clare to them the whole counsel of God for their salva- 
tion. This is the proper work of a ministry of the gospel 
of Christ. "I determined," siys the 'Apostle, "to kno\y 
^'nothing among you save Jesds Christ and hirn crucified." 
Is not tfis an agreeable and delightful employ? May we 
Dot rejoice that we are Messengers of such good news aa 
ibesc? "God w^sin ChHst reconciling the world to'liim- 
«self, not imputing their trespasses to them." How tran^ 
porting are the joyful tidings wc communicate to the 
Gg2 

^ 1 
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world! "God so loved ibe world that he gave his-only be- 
"gotten Son, thai whosoever believcth iii him 'might not 
^'perish, but have everlasting life." It may give us mtich 
solid and rational satisfaction, that w-cli^vc a complete and 
faultless«»ystem of morality^ to recomniend to mankind 
for their obc<lience, an amiabfe example of universal 
goodness to set before them for their imitation, an exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory to promise them for their 
reward. Were ever public speakers in possession of so 
rich a variety of every thing grand,' interesliijg, delight- 
ful! Avail yourself of these advantages. Neglect foteign 
and less important things. Dwell with pleasure and 
copiousness on Christ and him crucifiod. To carnal 
Jews this method of preaching has been a stumbHiig-'' 
block. By polite Greeks it was, and still is accounted,, 
arrant folly; but to them wbo believe, it is the wisdom of' 
God in a mystery. Who art thou, then, tliat thou shouklst. 
be afraid of the strength of ii:>fidelity, or ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ? Hast thou not beard? hast thou not 
read? is it not now told yoU, that it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one tliat believetb, because therein . 
the righteousness of God is revealed? Let me ^ut thre 
words of the Apostle in your moutb; your heart, I hope^ 
has made them" your own:: "God forbid that I shotild glo*- 
«ry, save in the cross of pur Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
"the vrorld is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." ' 

The necessities of your hearers must have the dispo&aL. 
of your s'tudies. Like one who knows how to divide the 
word of truth, you must give subjects which are the most. 
solid and edifying the preference. Upon this plan, you • 
will find it necessary to preach frcquertiiy the same truths, 
pressing them from time to time with redoubled earnest- 
ness. The lost and helpless state of man; salvation by the 
free grace of God; justification and acceptance through 
the righteousness of Christ; the necessity of regeneration^, 
and of the sanctifying operations of the Holy GUiost: - These 
doctrines were*the'essence,Soul, and glory of the Reform- 
ation; these doctrines arc the marrow of that gospel in 
which Christ is AH. It \b to be lamented that at present 
Ih^y are in disrepute,, and, by many in this reformed 
island, boldly and violently opposed; but, I hope, no op- 
position will move you to disavow ihemby a timid silence. 
I would be lindutifulj. if I'did not exhort you on this occa- 
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sion, to be clear and explicit on these heads. The trtHh 
is, they are of so general consequence, and have so near a 
.connection with e\cvy part of th& Christian system, that, 
be the subject what it wiH, they ought not to be kept too 
far out vf view. Moreover, you will do well to beware of 
baHdiing such glorious and heavenly truths in a cold and 
abstracted way. Let your own soul be in the first place 
Warmed with them, so shall they be in your mouth sharp- 
er than any^ two-edged sword. We utter what we feel 
with, unspeakable energy. Ardent expiesbiuns, which 
burst from the fultiess of an affeciicmate heart,, and carry 
the very soul of the speaker in them, make their way like 
Ugliftning into -the hearts of 'his audience, and irresistibly: 
enkindle in. them the same glowing affections* Perhaps 
you may find some of your hearers carried away with di- 
vers and strange doctrines, and othei*s led aside by divers *' 
lusts and passions. Endeavours must-be used to reclaim 
theone from the error of his thoughts, ^nd the other from^ 
the evil of his ways. In dying this, you will have occasion 
fop much prudenge and discretion. To spend time in 
confuting errors and repTt)ving vices, with which the ge- 
nerality of your hearers are untaintecl, or perhaps unac- 
quainted, is a very great impropriety. To raise up for- 
gotten errors from the dust, to recall departed conirpver- ' 
sies, to harangue an assembly of simple, well-meaning 
christians, as iJ they were a crowd of atheists, infidels, and 
profligates, is an absurdity altogether unjustifiable. Nay, . 
it is worse than absurd. It may fill tl^e minds of honest, 
people with extravagant and wicked notions, which other- 
wise they would never have thought on. I have confin 
dence in you, dear brother, that you will. prudently for- 
bear such dangerous subjects, reproving, in the course of 
your ministr}', only prevailing^ vices, and confuting only 
.prevailing errors. 

Shrink not at the prospect of oppositiony nor even of 
persecution. The plan of conduct delineated above re- 
qtiires you to avoid conformity with the world. However, 
that is not all. It is, be^des, necessary, that you, on ^tl . 
proper occasions, testify a dislike of its corrupt maxims 
and practices.^ This must naturally draw on you a ccn*i* 
d^erable share of hatred, and especially in an «ge when rehV 
jijion is fallen into disrepute. Singularity is enough to 
beget ill-will; but when a person nolonly uses difTereal- 
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manners, but likewise condemns ttie manners of those 
among whom he livcsy such a one witl not be easily 
forgiven. Now, the most prudent and modest ministeF 
will find himself, in many instances, obliged to cendciTHi 
the world, and in that case has no better treatment to ex- 
pect than Lot received from the Sodomites, who could not 
bear that a fellow, as they called him, who came in to so* 
joum, should pretend to be their judge; "But be not 
"ihou afraid of tlieir faces, lest thou t^ confounded be- 
wforcthem." ^Ifthou take fortb the precious fpom the 
<*vile," saith God,* "thou sbalt be as my mouth. Let thein 
*'return unfo thee, but return not thpu unto them. And I 
"will make thee unto ihis people a fenced brazen wall, 
"and they shall fight against thiee, but they shall not pre- 
"vail against thee; for I am with thee to save thee, and to 
"deliver thee, saith the L^rd. And I will deliver thee 
"out of the hand of tlie wickcd,.and I will redeem thee out 
"of the hand of the terrible." 

Bewate of levity in any part of your behaviour. A small 
tincture of folly will unfit your mind for serious thinking 
in your closet, and draw on you coldness and indiffei^nce 
toward divine things. Deplorable is the situation of a 
church, whose mmisters are light and treacherotis persons. 
Trifling and imj^itinence is no beaqly to tiny character, 
but it is criminal m a minister,^^ whose speech should slU 
ways be well-seasoned and edifying; 1 do not mean that 
you should shut yourself up from the world, or assume 
the sullen airs of a monkish devotee. What 1 aim to re- 
commend is not opposed to cheerfulness, but to levity. It 
is, in short, a grave and sober deportment, m opposition to 
what is called in the scripture "a vain conversation.** The 
ofiice you have this day been vested with is of too fine and 
sublime a quality to permit you to mix and incorporate 
with the dead and polluted conversation of worldly men* 
No doubt a reasonable regard is to be had to render your- 
self, as much as possible, tmiversally agreeable and 
obliging. The confidence and affVction of mankind opens 
an extensive sphere of usefulness, and^ where it can be 
innocently obtained, should be highly valued and well-im^ 
proved* But in an age when whole sets of men discover 
a contempt of all the serious appearances of religion*—!^ 

^Jercm. xf, 19—24 



'^ AS A «ATTJB3tN FOR MINXSTCIR8. • S3 3^ 

«o age, v^herein pious and holy di$po&iti<>n§ are construed 

to be juunecessajy. ov superfluous ingrcdienls of a worthy 

charagter^— in:«n age, ^wherein an universal lang^our and 

want of energy is pl^ervfid in the spiritual discipline, to ^x» 

ert itself, with jany dignity oi* efficacy for the suppression 

j ofliheriies which strike at the very being of religion and 

, -jnaiional decorum^ you will do, well to. consider how f^ft? 

you. are safe in. mixed, and much less in profane. and disso* 

lute coinpany. ., » ,. . 

'Abuse ngt the confidence of an affectionate people. It 

is your honor to enter among then? by an unsoiicked swid 
harmonious, call. . This,, however despised by some, is a 
^lost hapj>y aiKj comlortabie cii cumstanee both for you and 
them. They seem willing, for a season at least, to rejoicein 
your light: and it is necessaryycnyour pan, lopreserveand 
^ cherish these disposiiions. ^ By this means the way to their 
heart will be kept open, and your instructions, both in 
public and private, listened jto with pleasure. . But take 
kced of abusing iheir love arid affection to feed your vani- 
ty with their applause. Such an abuse will diminish the 
worth of your character in the judgment of every sober 
. man. lam persuaded you are determined on the one 
hand to guard against man-pleasang, and on the otiier to 
beat down, with a generous greatness of mind, the sel^ 
admiration and self-complacency which strongly mark^lhe^ 
character of too many of our order; and to employ the love 
and confidence of your people for the noble and divine 
purposes of rendering th^em daily wiser, better, and hap* 
pier. 

Let meekness be your ornament. Tak& meekness for 
your ordinary temper. **The scrvai:^ of the Lord must 
"not strive,- but be gentle toward all men, apt to teacH, in 
"meekness instructing them that oppose tbemsfelves*" An 
insolent and huffing humour, a pertness and loftiness of 
behaviour, a petulant peevish temper, renders the lives of 
tninisicrs bitter and uneasy, to themselves, and their la- 
bours, ho\v^ver valuable in other respects, unaccepta- 
ble to their people. Is it becoming or adorning, in a ser-* 
yapt of Jesus who is ^veek and lowly in heart, to whet his 
tongue like a sword, and act the part of a passionate, 
provoking brawler? This- will not be pretended. Bitter, 
and reproachful words are neither the proper expressions 
Bf Christian z^al, nor the ..probable ^eans of true refor- 
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xnation. They are mote likely to create eoetnies than 
procure frieods to religion, and, in a preacher of the gos- 
pel, betray such a conceit of himself and conterr^pt of bit 
audience, as the greatest abilities cannot excuse. I know. 
Sir, you are determtned to form on a better-natured plan; 
determined to be bumble, modest, ccmdescendbgi respectr 
IV^and to shun in address the least appearance of ostetw 
lation and self-sufficiency. I mean not any thing that has 
been said, and I hope none will interpret it, as implying 
any suspicion of you. I have siioken them* from a deep 
impression of their importance to us ail. And, on the 
same principle, I call upon you, in the last place, 

To shew yourself anhonest man* Lm your behaviour 
be as much as possible consistent, end of a piece with itself 
Nothing is so odious as a mimster that disagrees with h\s 
character. A soldier that is a coward, a courtier that is 
servile and cringing, an ambassador that is supple §ind 
treacherous, are not so unseemly and contemptible char- 
acters as a drunken, a dissolute, a rambling clergy man.-4 
No respect of persons, nor prospect of prc^t or (kme,^ 
must tempt a minister to subscribe with his hand, confess 
with his toi^iie^ or recommend to the belief of others, 
t?I)at his own .heart, after the maturest deliberatioi>, con- 
demns. Candour and integrity are qualities which com- 
mand universal esteem. But a. supple and complying 
temper, which unfettered by conscience> sacrifices hoi^es- 
ly to popularity^ and religion to conveniency, may suc- 
ceed a while, but will hardly prosper to the end. I hope, 
Sir, you have received this ministry with a resolution to re« 
nounce the hidden things of dishonesty; andy without walk- 
ing in craftiness, or handling the wcMrd of God deceitfully, 
will, by. a mamfestation of the- truths commend yourself 

to every man's conscience in the sight of God.—'* 

This charge I give you in the sight of God, who quicken- 
eth allthing8> and before Jesus Christ, commamling you 
to keep it without spot, unrebukeable, till the Chief Shep» 
herd appear, and call you from your jKtation* And I atn 
persuaded I may assure you, the affectionate wishes of 
your Brethren are^ tbaiby pureness, by knowledge, by 
long-sufferingv by kindaess, by the Holy Ghost, by love 
un^igned^ by the Word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armour of righteousn^s on the right hand and on the "^ 
left) by honoutt and' dtshoatwri by evil report zjad. good r^ 



iJort, fottr mouth i^fjay. be opene^d, and your heart enlar- 
ged towaird this people: That, afttJr you have laboured a 
while among th«m here, you may come;^wiih numbevs of 
them hereafter to the imperial city of the Great King, 
whcte^ like the. flaming rointMers surroutidirig his throne, 
you shali serve him day and night in his temple^ without in- 
terruption, without imperfection', without weariness, world 
without end, Vo that exceeding and eternal feliciry may 
God, ofhisr^reat mercy, exalt us all in due time, through 
Jesus Christ'our Lord* 
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Address to the Congregation^ , 

Brethrbn, You have hea«l.the charge given your 
minister. The duties incumbent on bim as your |>ii8totr 
are of the grjsatest moment and importaoce. But the re- 
Imion is mutual^ andvl hope yeu ar«. not insensible that 
some are to be<perf<9rmed on youjp side too. Have patience 
a little, till I put you in. remembrance of a. lew of the mdst 
necessary, . - . - 

In order to fix impressions of their impt^rtance the deep^ 
er in your minds,. I shall deliver them first in the very 
woi:ds of ^scripture? **T4iu8 saith the Lord, Touch not 
(^mine anoiilted, and do my prophets no harm." *'Tafcc 
^heed to thyself^ that tJtou forsake not the Levitc as long 
"as thou iivest upon earth*" "The Lord will not regard 
"them that have not respected the persons of the PHests.** 
Thus our Saviour said tailie first preachers of the New 
Testament: "Whoso shall not receive you^ nor. hear youp 
**words, when ye depart out o4* that house or city^ shake off 
"the dust of your feet. Verily, I say unto you) it shall be 
"more tolerable for. the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
^«the day of judgment than for that city,** Thus also the 
Holy Ghost, by the Apostle, has given in charge: "Heap 
"not to yourselves teachers, having itching ears/* 
"Against an elider receive nsint an accusation, bat before 
"two or three witnesses.** "We beseech you, brethren^ 
^to know them which Jabour among you, and are mer you 
"iu. the Lord^ and to esteem them very highly in love for 
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**Hheir works salie." <<Obey them that have the mle oviBr 

^^youy aiid submit yourselves; for they watjch for your souls, 
<*as they that must give ac<:ount." ^^Let hioi that is taught in 
^'tiie word coirmiunicate uuto iiim thatteachetb in M good 
<Uhings*" ^'Do you not know tiiat they who miaisterecl 
*<about holy things^ lived of the things uf.the temple?, and 
/* they that waited ob the altai^ were partakers with the 
^^altar? Eveo so hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
^preach the gospel^ should live of the gospel." ^^Finally, 
<* brethren, pray for us, that the wprd of the Lord tnay 
*«have free course aud be glorified." Here is-a plain a*e* 
presentation of the wiUx>f God and your duty toward 
your minister, in language which- the Spirit dictated to the 
churches; and it must be left to your own consciences 
what regard is due to his authority in this mattei*. 

I beg leave to put you in inind, that having Subscribed 
'acalltothis man to come and labour among you, you 
have by that solemnity botmd yourselves to attend regu- 
larly on bis ministiy* 'Tis impossible you can proJ$t by 
him, if you- do not hear him. The invitation you gave him 
runs in these terms: «Come over and help us, by taking 
the cliarge and oversight of our souls, and we promise you 
vil due obedience apd submisuon in the Lord/ Can a 
man honestly subscribe this, who seldom comes withia 
the walls of any church? Wherefore, brethren, give s>s 
constant and regular attendance t>n the public preaching 
of the^word, as your strength and health and other cir- 
cumstances will permit.^ '^ForsM^e not the assembling of 
^^yourseVves together, as the manner of some is." "Hear 
<^iriStru€tii>n and be wise." ^^Blessed Is the man,'' saith 
the Wisdom of God, ^Uhat heareth me, waituig daily at my 
"gates, watching at th^ posts of my doors," . 

Grieve not your .minister with any contention among 
yourselves. « W here envy and strife is, there is confusion 
"and every evil work." "Be of one accord. Be of one mind. 
"Be at peace one whh another/' "Lay apart all fihhiness 
"and superfluity of naughtiness," that is, all unhallowed 
imd angry passions, "and receive with meekness the in- 
"grafted word, which is able to save your^souls/* I mean 
not that you should receWe implicitly, and without examin- 
ation, every doctrine. It is your duty to try the spirits, 
whether they be of God. Imitate the noWe Bereans, wlvp 
examined what they heard by the holy scripture. The 
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n-iinisters of ihe Refwmiitiondesire not to be lords of your 
faith, no* have they any pretensions to infallibility. Spar© 
tlicn your reflections that ministers are but men, thatniin- 
istcrs are but like other men, and the like. I assure you 
we deny it not. We acknowledge that we have the same 
great interest at slake with yourselves, the salvation of our 
soUls. We speak the more earnestly to you of eternal 
matters, lest while we preach the gospel to others ourselves 
should be cast away. And describe the deceitful workings 
of a wandering, slothful, worldly mindj by taking the copy 
from our own. ' 

- Spurn not against the exercise of discipline, dispensed 
with meekness and temper, according to the laws of the 
Lord Jesus. Your minister is entitled to all prudent free- 
dom in admonishing and rebuking. And it is your part, 
when overtaken in a fauft, to submit without gainsaying. 
Know ye the hazard he runs in beii:^ either partial or neg- 
ligent? Behold the dreadful terms of his comniission, 
"When I say unto the wicked) O wicked man thou shalt 
"surely die; if thou do not speak to warn the wicked from 
"his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his 
"blood will I require at thine hand." You see the effects 
of a timid silence: The wicked carried off in his iniquity, 
and his blood charged to the watchman's account. Would 
•you wish that |>oor man who is come among you should 
hazard his all by a soothing slackness or a servile partial- 
ity, in the exercise of discipline? God forbid? When ho 
cannot spare you without violating conscience and break- 
ing the law, I am sore yon vnW not be so unreasonable as 
to expect it, much less to despise his person or desert his 
ministrations on that account. I am not insensible of the 
prejudices against the ancient discipline, and how ill it 
suits the temper of a soft and effeminate age. But you 
are to remember, that the laws of our Lord Jesus are the 
standard of the spiritual discipline. These are all of di- 
vine and immutable obligation, and admit of no abate- 
ments. And I hope you will not be offended at any dis- 
plays it may be necessary 'to make of their purity and per- 
fection. 

Finally^ Brethren, expect not an unreasonable attend- 
ance from your minister. He has work in the closet you 
know not of. When you are sick, he will upon an invi- 
tation visit you, and in health few complimentary visits may 
H It 
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suffice. I mean not to ask indulgence to sloth. Exhorta- 
tion from house to house he will reckon it his duty to ob- 
serve in the seasons of it. But I speaM this to dissuade 
you from putting him to such unreasonable and unneces- 
sary attendance as would be prejudicial to his studies, 
which are all ibr your benefit. When you come to in- 
quire after his welfare, waste none of these occasional vi- 
sits in foolish and impei'tinent talking. Let your conver- 
sation turn on the state of your souls, or iome other useful 
and edifying subject. ^'As dead flies cause the ointment 
<<of the apothecary to send forth a stinking^ savour, so doth 
<^a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and hon>- 
<*or." "Now, brethren, the God of peace that brought 
<<again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
♦'Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eyer- 
<*lasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work, 
fHo do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing 
"in his sights through Jesus Christs to whom be glory for 
"ever and even Aiaen." -- 
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SERMON XVn. 

FAITH VICTORIOUS OVER THE FEAB OF MANr 



Daniel Hi. 16* 17, isi 

Sfiadrach^ Meshachy and jibedne^o answered and said if 
the king^ O'J^ebuchadnezzar^nve are not careful to an^ 
swer thee in this matter^ If' it he so^ otcr God vfhotn. 
toe serve^ is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace^ and he ivill deliver us out of thine handy O 
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king^that 
we will not serve thy godsynor wonhifi the golden image 
which thou hast set ufi, 

EXAMPLES of the victory of faith over theferrora 
of the world are useful to believers in their militant state. 
When we read of men, "who through faith subdued kinf;-' 
"doms, wrought righteousness, obtained promise«^ stop- 
**pcd the mouths of Hpns, quenched the violence of fire, 
"escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
"niade strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
"the armies of the aliens," we observe the working and 
strength of faith exemplified, and feel ourselves embolden- 
ed to combat opposition to its exercfee. Though we 
should never be called to encounter axes, and lions, and 
flames, for the profession of religion, we will through the 
blessing of God derive instruction and consolation from the 
resolution and fortitude of champions, who without hesi- 
tation, encountered these, and overcame them '^through 
"the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony." 
The victory of faith related in our text will appear 
brilliant, when we call to mind the number of the comba- 
tants, the situation in which they stood, the manner in which 
they were assailed, and the strength and terror of the op- 
position with which they contended. The history of it fe 
priBservedj and, like a standard taken from an enemy br^ 
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ken and dispersed in the field, is bung, iip^ in the sacred 
recgrd, befcre the Church of the living God, for encour- 
aging us to fight tiie good fight. When we look sledfast- 
ly at it, we arc at a loss to say whether the grace or the 
power of God in it be most illustrious— his grace, which 
Bupported three friendless men in a strange land, against 
an opposition so formidable and detrperate; or his power, 
which, by a stupendous miracle, brought tliem unhurt 
through their fiery trial. 

In this first discourse, we will attempt lo give some ac- 
count of these illustrious men, whose names are in\the 
text, and Iheir praise ii> the church,— joftJjeir testimony, 
and their raannei: of maintaining it; and coiiclude with a. 
few observations on these discussions, > - 

We will, in the first place, give a short account of the 
illustrious men, whose names are in the text, and their 
praise in the church. With respect to number,- tliey 
were only three; a small number to appear for the Loi^ 
God of Israel in opposition to the idolatry of the king, and 
the court, and the empire of Babylon, uy nation «nd pro- 
fession they were Israelites, who had been ^larried to Ba- 
bylon in the captivity of their country. They were of th« 
tribe of J.udah, and arc commpnly believed to have been 
ofThe kiftg's seed, or royal family. Their Hebrew names 
were Hananiah, \Vishael, and Azariah; and their Chal,dean 
names Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. They were 
in places of power and trust in Babylon, having beeiv re- 
commended by Daniel to the favour of .Nebuchadnezzar^ 
and then was fulfilled the word of the Lord by Isaiah to 
Ilezekiah, "Of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which. 
<Hhou Shalt beget, shall they take awayj and they shaU be 
'^officers in the palace of the king of Babylon." 

Som^tiaje after their promotion, Nebuchadnezzar erec- 
ted an image of gold of an immense size, and commanded 
his whole .empire to.v/orship it as a God. The motives, 
which excited him to.it probably were, to make an osten- 
tatious display of th.c abundance of his wealth; to frus- 
trate the exposition of iiis dream, related in the preceding 
chapter; -to abate the jealousies of lus people, on account 
of his favour to Daniel and his friends; and to prove him- 
self a zealous defender of the gods of the empire, which 
his late confession cf ti:c suprcmacv of the God. q£ Israel, 
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migfet render dubious. The hei jht of the image was 
three-score cubits, -and the breadth thereof six cubits. — '• 
This t«ll and expensive statue wTasrset tip in the province 
of Babylon, in a plain called Dura; and the king, in the 
frenzy of his zeal, resolving that the magnificence of its 
dcflfcatron ^hoi/fd bear so m<i proportion to the greatness 
of its-height, issued an order to the princes, the govern- 
ors, and captdins, the judges, the treasurers, the counsel- 
•ioirsf the sheriffs, and all th^ rulers of the provinces, to at- 
tend him and his court in the plain of Dbra. When this 
numerous assembly of great men convened in the plain, b, 
herald opened the business of the day, by crying aloud, 
that it was the king's pleasure they should fall down and 
#orship the image, and that disobedience would be pun- 
ished tlic same hour with the burning fiery furnace. The 
authority of the king, the terror of the furnace, and the 
'Superstition of the43iuhitude, operated universally, and the 
Hvhole assembly fell dovvn and worshipped a figure that 
was the work of the goldsmith. It dolh not appear that 
iSiiadrach, Mesliach, and Abed-nego were in the plain.-— 
ifAd the^e pnncely foreigners been In it, the king himself 
tnusthave been the witness of their disobedience, and no 
formal' impeachment or accusation would have been ex- 
hibited 'against them. The facts probably were: These 
three foreignet^, being officers in places of trust and hon-* 
our, were comprehended in the edict of the king, respec- 
ting tlie worship of the Image; they did not appear in the 
pl^ih with the rest of the officers of the crown, in obedi- 
ence to the edicts their enemies envied their posts an4 
honours, and took that opportunity to accuse them before 
the king. Nebuchadnezzar hearing this, and not suspect- 
ing the motive of the. accusers, ordered them to be seized, 
and brought before him in the plain. When they were 
brought before him, he let them know What, had been 
laid to their charge, insinuated that he would overlook 
^'Kdt was past if they were now ready to fall down and wor- 
ship Vhe image; but that, if they again refused^ they shoulcjl 
instjtmly'be cast into the burning fiery Turnace, adding a 
defiance both' impious and impotent, " Wbo is that God 
"tiiatshafl d^livcfr yoU^outof nrty haftds?" to which he re- 
cfeiy^d thef firm and 'dignified reply in our text. This is 
tSuf account *6f these illustrious men; — men illustrious for 
tlieir birth, toeing princes of the blood royal of Judah; iU 
Oh2 
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lu&trious for their faith, which stood firm in the pre^nco* 
of a menacing ani) exasperated monarchy an<} iliustrioua 
for the testimony which, the^r held, and through which.they 
overcame. 

In the SBCOKD place^ We shall |piv«^ofne account of 
the Testimony which these illustrious t^en held, , and 
throtigii which they overcamCi It wa&not a\ testimony of 
their own framing. The Lord God efvIsraeXframed and 
wrote ity and commanded it to he observed. >^e «stab«- 
^'lished a testimony in Jacobs and appointed a-Iawtn Israel^ 
<<which he commanded pur fathers that iliey, should m^ke 
^^them known to their children.'^ That branch of the tes«> 
timony for which these princely, wilLnesses appeared, bad 
not only been written on tables of stone b^ the finger of 
God; but, according to hfs promise, was written in their 
hearts. It had been put into th& a(k of his iestimoujt, 
which was now lost; but it was also ^iH into their mind* 
by his Holy Spirit, out of which it could not be erdsedw^-?^ 
Isaiah, prophecying of thb appearance for die honour of 
the God of Israel in the plain of Dura^ encourages the wW 
nesses to come forwai'd with their t^stimou)^, witlK>ut feaiv 
ing the wrath of the king^or the heat of the furnace. ^*Ye 
<<ai'e my witnesseb saith the Lord,-and my servant whom .1. 
'^have chosen, that ye may know and belieye 4;ue, and un» 
<<derstaml that I am he: before me> there was.no gi>d form^ 
"ed, neither shall there be after Me." *'Fear ye not, nei- 
<Hher be aft aid — ye are even my witnesses. Is there a 
<^God beside me? yea there is no god, I know not any.'* 
<<! am the First, and I am the Last, and beside me there 
**is no God." 

By the testimony of the witnesses,, we understand the 
testimony which the Lord established, and commanded to 
be observed, and which they had received and belieired. 
The words of it are, <<Thou shalthave no other gods^be* 
**fore me. Thou shalt not make .u|)to thee .any, graveQ 
<'image, or any likeness of any thing that is in beaven 
above, 0^ that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
•'under the earth. Thou* shalt not bow down thyself to 
*Hhem, nor serve. them; for i the Lord thy God am a jear 
*']ou8 God, visiting the. iniquity of the, fathers upon tbe 
^'children unto the thiixl and fourth generation of them that 
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<«bate me; and. shewing mercy unto tboumods^ of. them 
*Hbat love- me^ and keep jmycommandmcQts.'' , 
. The^e. wprdA were a testin^ony established in Jacob) 
and a law appoimefd in Israelr by the Lord tbeiv God. By 
this law and testimopy) the descendants of that ancient 
houaey in all generations) and in all countries in which they 
might be residingt w:ei;e inlubited to^ acknowledge any 
Qther gpd before their own God^^and to make graven ima« 
ges and to bo^ down themaelye? t^o ihem> and serve tlienv* 
as gods, .. The reason inserted in the jaw satisfied thecon« 
science of every.pioua Israelite: ^^For I the Lord thy God 
^iam a jealous God." In this reasont the witnesses in the 
plain of Dura would' recollect lehovahi the name which 
had been- known in Judahy and grf at in Israel; hb interest 
and pi^opdiety in his people, a^ the Lord their G.od> and his 
zeAl* against graven images; his righteousness in visiting 
tire 'idolatry of the fathera^upoa th€^ children, and bis 
mercy shewed to the thousands that loved, iiim, and re.*- 
celled, and obs.erTed the testimony which be establishedy 
and the law which he appointed in Israeli. Encouraged 
and awed with the sovereign reason in it^he princely wit*- 
neisses entered ^he pkain in the boldness of faith) stood be<* 
fore an haughty monarch without meditating terror, and 
3{&ke with the dignity of^neQ who feared Him that would 
Dot give fiis^lory to another, nor his praise to an image of/ 
gold in the plain of Duia. 

> With the Psala>s ofOavid and the prophecies' of Isaiah . 
they were doubtless acquainted. Passages in these ora- 
cles of truth ancjl piety, which suited their circumstances, 
the Remembrancer), we auppoae, brought to their mind,, 
^r emboldening them to hold fast the confidence and the 
r^oicing of their hope firm unto the end. In the Psalma 
of David are these passages: <^ The .Lord ia great and 
^greatly to be praised,, he is to be beared above all godss. 
.^or allthe gods, of the nationsare idols, but the Lord made 
.^Hbe beavtns.'' ^^Confounded b^all they that serve graven 
/'images^ that boafft themselv^. of idols." ^^Whereforo 
^'sliould the heathen say, w^iere. is. now; their God? But 
<^ourGod is Jn the heavens, he hath doner whatsoever he 
^'hath pleased. Thei» idols are silver and gold, the work 
<^of men's hands. They have n^outbs,, but they speak not) 
«<eyes have they, but they see not* They have ears, 
><but they h^ar not; noses have they, but they smell noxi 
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«Thcy"have hands, b!itUiey»*Tianclle cot; fefel have they; 
"but they walk -not, neither speak they thit5ugh thei^ 
^throat. They that make them are like tinto them$ ao is 
"every one that trusteth in thetn." In the prophecies of 
Isaiah, we find these and several- oth^r [^ssages of the 
same import. *'Thcy have no knowledge that -set up' the 
"wood of their graven- hpage, and pray unto a god that 
**cannot sctvo." <'Tiiey lavish gold out of the bag, and 
'^Mveigh silver in the balance;' and hire a- goldsmith, and he 
"maketh it a god; ihey fall down, ycai tlwy worship. They 
"bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him- and set hint 
"in bis place, and he -standeth; from his place shall he not 
♦♦remove; yea, one shall- cry unto him, yet can he not an- 
"swer, nor save him but of- his trouble. Remember this 
«and shew your^lvesnien, bring it again to -mind, O ye 
"transgressors; lam the- Lord,- and there is Tiorte efee, 
^«there is no god beside Me/' ' Under that dispen^atiorf, 
in Babyl<>n, as in Jel'tisal^m, believers lived by the ; word; 
•and by thcsei or* words like these,' t^e wtnesses entered thfe 
plain without trembling, spoke to the king wh float stam- 
ineiing, stood upright before the image without falling 
down, and' heard of the- burning fiery furnace witliout: 
t^hanging colour. ^ * ^ . 

In the'THtnD place, We shall atteirfpt to give some- 
account of their manner of maintaining the established 
testimony^ which they received, believed, and held^fast. 
In their TOannw, we behold beauties which commend the 
abundance of grace, and afford pTitterns of imitation to the 
end ' of the worldi Thotrgh these beauties be obvious tb 
the pious and believing, ye will wish to hear some of them 
particularized.. The witnesses, in ntaintainifig their te"^- 
timony for the honbr of the God of iarael, tonducted thiem^ 
selves, " , V 

l'«?i With discretion. Nebuchadnezfcar,< in hid Itatigh- 
tiness and bigotry, added rudeness arid insolencie 'to idbla* 
try, and impiously challenged the might- of the Cted of Is- 
rael — "Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
"iMinds?** The witnesses, however, neither 6aH him ty- 
rant, nor idolater, nor oppressor, th6ugh, in fact, he wks 
all three. On the cbntrary, they express themselves dis- 
creetly and mildly: •'"G Nebuchadnezzar!** "O. king!** 
In their language they giye no occasion \q yritation, nor 
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to acy courtiar to accuse them of despising dominion^ and 
speaking ey>]> of dignities* Tiieir decent and measured 
-language i^ a pFoof tl^at it was dictated by wisdom iVom 
above; ai)d that tbey knew it to be unfit, without a com'* 
mission from Heaven, "to say to a king, Thou art wicked;, 
"and to princes, Ye are ungodly.*' 

2diy^ With composure and presence of mind. Nebu- 
chadnezzai: was angry and impetuous. By the frowns of 
Lis countenance and the tone of his voicc^ the witnesses peiv 
ceived, no dctibt, the turbulence of his haughty and over- 
bearing mind. -But they, were bo way disconcerted, Nei- 
tlier anger nor fear- disturbed them. Tlie peace of Gpd, 
whieh^iasseth all understanding, ruled in iheir hearts.— 
The cause in which I hey appeared ncj^ded not the wrath 
of man to support it; and the fear of God, which is a se- 
date and composed principle, forti^ed tlieir minds against 
the fear of man. Tbe first words they spake^ after hear- 
mg the menacing speech of the king, are cool ancl dispas- 
sionate, and at the same -time firm and decided: "O Nebu- 
<^cliadne»zariwe are not careful," tliat is, we wx not soli" 
eitoDs, 'Ho answer thee in \h\s n^alter;" we ar« in no hesi«- 
tation about the part which it is our duty, to act^ and feel 
no anxiety about the consequence of our disobedience Co 
the command of falling down and worshipping the golden 
image, though it should be the burning fiery furnace. 

^(yy With confidence in the living God, as God and 
their God. Far from being ashamed of him, and the tes- 
timony which he had established in larael, they acknow- 
ledge his propriety in them, ami their intei^st in him, be* 
fore a numerous and splendid convocation of his enemies. 
If their ackaowkdgement be boasting, it is boasting in the 
I^r^, which is an exercise of faith, resting modestly otk 
the foundation of the grant he had made of himself to Is- 
rael, unto the full, assurance of u^lei:standlng. In the 
hour of temptation and trial, k is of great importance to 
our success, and comfort in our warfare, to avouch, oiv 
good ground and m the presence of enemies, the eyei*- 
lasting <jod as God. and our God^ "Now thus saith the 
^^hord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that foniied 
"tljce, O Israel, fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I 
"have called thee by thy name, thou art mine. When 
"thou passest through the walere, Iwill be with thee; and 
^Hhrqugh the livcrsj they shall not overflow thee; when 
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**thoiii walkcst through the fire, thou shcilt Hot be-biTrne%." 
^'nekhershftli the flame kimlte upon thee: Fori km the 
"Lord thy God, the holy One- of Israel, thy Saviour*' * I» 
this, and in many other passag^es, the ground offahh in 
the hour of trial is dear and ^m. . . - 

4/A/y, With stedfastness. From the pfower' and mercy 
of the Lord theirGod they had hope of deliverance, Tiot- 
withstanding the pofTof an haughty rhonarch, <'Who is 
^<that God that shall deKver yo^ out of my hands?** but, 
ivhateyer the event might be, they reiolved to adhere stecV- 
Bistly to the law andtesthhony which he had commanded^ 
and established in Israel. "Our God, whom we sei-ve, is 
**able toddivcrusirom thc^burning fiery furnace, and he 
"will deliver usout of thine hand, O king. Biit if Hot, be 
"it known unto thee, O king^ that'we will not^tve Xhy 
"gods, nor worahtpthe gulden image which thoil hast' set 
**up." This was standing fast in the faith, and quitting 
themselves like men. The kirig, provoked at their fiTm> 
ness and constancy, discovered his indignation iii his lookst 
^Then was Nebuchadnezz^ar full of fury, and the" form 
"of bis /isage was changed/^^But why do tlie heathen 
rage? 

5M/y, Wkh uprightnese. 'Nothing crooked, nor pef- 
verse^ nor deceitful, appears in their conduct. Had (hey 
consulted flesh and blOod, reasons might have been sug- 
gested to palliate some deviation frohf integrity. All that 
was required was a bow to the image, which hypocrisy 
Would have made with a reserve of^the heart to God, tind 
a secret protestation against the compulsion that extorted 
it. Neither was it an explicit renunciation of their own 
God, nor a course of setrvice lo idols. Nebuchadnezzar 
would have been pleased with >a single prostration, which 
might have been made in a minute; all would hav6 been 
safe. But iksh and blood were not consuhed. The wit- 
nesses were Israelites indeed, in whose conduct there was 
no guile. Their obligation to the eattbly potentate who had 
lately promoted th6m, tliey considered as annulled by their 
obligation to the Blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings and Lord of terds. ' In these circumstances, the up- 
lighmess of these illui^trious witiiesses is conspicuous and 
exemplary. ^ 
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tJponJbhese «everftl diacassiona we cbservei Fir^tj The 
xaean and unkingly behaviour of the ibighty potentate, who 
projected and auUiorised the criminal solemnities of that 
men^rable day. The blood rushing to his face, made 
his countenance all over red as scarlet. Vengeance spar- 
kled in his eyes, with a fierceness resembling the flame of 
his furnace. He started, he raged, he foamed, he stamp- 
ed, he stormed, he raved in all the frantic postures of a 
man that had lost the command of himself. Behold the 
man who reigned oyer milHons, unable to govern his own 
mind; and the tyrant, who had led kings in chains, and 
bound nobles in fetters of iron, .enslaved by liis own unruly 
and tyrannizing passions! This was unmanly, unwise, un- 
^ti^glyy ungodly-«^«Cease ye from man, whose breath is in 
'Qiis nostrils.*' 

Secondly y Observe the violence of superstition armed 
with power. Nothbg will satisfy it but either the con- 
sciences or the lives of upright and holy nien. One 
would have thought, that the king and court of Babylon 
might havjB' been satisfied with the obeisance of that great 
assembly, without prosecuting three dissenters of a difier- 
ent nation, and a different religion. This however ilid 
not satisfy, ai^d uniformity was demanded with unrelent- 
ing and unabating fury, under the penalty of the burning 
fiery furnace.^ f^The wicked plotteth against the just, and 
^(gnasheth upon him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at 
^'hinn for he sc^eth that his day is coming. In bis pride the 
**wlcked doth persecute the poor; let them be taken in 
<<the devices that they have imagined. Confounded be all 
<Uhat serve graven images." 

.-Thirdly y Observe the dbtressing alternatives to which 
faithful witnesses for God have been reduced. One more 
distressing can scarcely be imagined than that proposed to 
the witnesses in the pUin of Dura. Bow, or burn, — bow 
to my graven image, said the mighty potentate, or bum in 
the fiery furnace which I have kindled. Trusting in the 
Lord their CUmI^ they ventured on the last. Their flesh 
was not of brass, nor their muscles of stone; but the tor- 
ture of the £re they believed was not to be compared witb 
the everlasting wrath of a sin-revenging God. <<God is 
^'jealous, and the Lord revengeth,the Lord revengeth and 
<<is furious; the Lord will take vengeance on his adversa- 
*^ries^.aitf he reserveth wrath for his enemies/' 
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/fourthly <f Observe the goodnes&of Go<?,-in stfjypottlng 
his witnesses io such extremities. What were these three 
witnesses? In themselves tliey were: weak and tinaforous as 
other men. HoW were- they pi^eserved frotn fainiin^, and 
from dishonouring, by unworthy compfiancos, the testi- 
mony for which they appearedr The Lord'^s^oqd by them, 
and said, <*Feai' ye not, for I am With you; be not dismay- 
'*ed, for I am your Gods I will strengthen you, yea I will 
«^ielp you, yea I will uphold you with tfee right hand of 
"my righteousness," «* Strengthened with art might 
^^according to feis gloiions pdWer, by his Spirit in the*in- 
«ner man," they stood- firm, repelled the wrath of the 
king and the terror of ins furnace, and obtained a glorious 
victory. The ^gtory of their victory is to be ascribed to hfe 
almighty strength; and exemplified the prophecy, **The 
c" people that do know their God shall be strong and' do ex- 
^*^ploits." - - ' 

Fifihiy^ Observe the wisdom of -counting, before temp- 
tations and trials assail t>ur faith, the expense of holding 
fast our profession unto the end. These princely and 
faithful witnesses appear td have balanced their accounts , 
of I98S and gain before they vmere summoned to the plain. 
When theyTieard the startling alternative— Bow, or burn, 
they discovered no surprize;— they craved no time to-de- 
liberate, no time to consult their fwendSj no time to pre- 
pare for an event that affected their lilfe and honor. The^e 
preliminaries being settled l>e fore , hand, they answered * 
coolly, and without confusion, "(5 Nebuchadnezzar, we 
"are not careful to answer thee in this matter. Ifit be so, 
"our God, whom we serve, is able lo deliver" us from th« 
*<burning fiery furnace;' and he will dchver us out of thine 
"^hand, O king. But if not, be it kno\vn upto thee, O 
"king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
"golden image which thou hast set up." 

Lastly -i Qbserve the nature and efficacy of faith in God. 
— Is^, The nature of faith in God, which is receiving and 
risting on the grant whi<5h he makes. of himself to us as 
the Lord our Go^. The revealed: and promissory grant, 
as it stands in the WoTd> faith receives, and accounts a 
faithful saying, worthy of all acceptation* In the Old 
Testament, the terms in which it is revealed are more nar- 
row and confined; and iiv the New, broader and more cx- 
teiided. But Jrt both the grant is the same, the oiJjcct rc- 
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v^ating himself in the grant is Goc) in Christ reconciling the 
-world to himself; and the nature of failh is believing, and 
claiming, and appropmting, what he 533^8 to us in the 
grant, according to the terms in which it is expressed. In 
this appropriate language the witnesses spealc in the plain 
to the king, Our Qod whom we serve, 

2dlyj The efficacy of faith in God. The efficacy of 
this principle is mighty. Through it, men weak and ti- 
mid have related unto blood, striving against sin; and 
through it put to flight the fear of man and the terror of 
death. Let those who are destitute of. this saving grace 
labor in the use of means to obtain It; and those who 
have obtained it abound in the exercise of it with thanks- 
giving. The faith by which the just live, is the same by, 
which the martyrs bled and overcame — it is wrought by 
the selfsame spirit; it terminates on the selfsame God, re^ 
coddling the world to himself in Christ Jesus; and rests 
on the selfsame record, that the Father sent the Son to be 
tli^ Saviour of the worldi 
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Vaith victorious over the fear of man* 



Daniel iii. 1 6, 1 7, 1 8. 

iShadrach^ Meshach^ and Abednego ansxtxered and said to 
the king^ O JVebuchadnezzar^ ive are not catrfut to an* 

* Bwer thee in this matter, Hf it be «o, our Qod ivhom 
we servCy is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace^ and he will deliver us out of thine hand^ Q 
king. But ifnoty be it known unto thee^ O king^ that 
we will not serve thy godsj nor worshifi thef golden imagt 
which thou hast set ufu. 

CORRECT summaries of doctrine, expressing the 
meaning and use of particular passages of scripture are 
condescensions and accommodations to weak and little 
minds. The memory easily takes hold of theiih and lays 
them up in its treasury, and the heart feeds on them with 
knowledge and understanding, for aiding us in the exer* 
cises of piety and the duties of holiness. The usefulness 
^f such summaries, introduced into the method of popular i 

discourses, doctrine, and use; and, though it be not much j 

observed now, 1 will bear a testimony to its propriety on 
this occasion, by saying, the doctrine in our text is 

Faith in God, as our God in Christ, overcomes the fear 
tl man, and strengthens the weak, to profess in the face 
of danger a good profession before many witnesses. In 
oi'der to'iilustrate^this proposition, or doctrine, it is proper 
first of all to represent before you the nature of true faithy 
by setting forth the Object, the ground, and the exercise 
of it. After the discussion of these particulars, we shall 
conclude this discourse with some inferences and exhort* 

JtUQUS. 
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Conceding the Object of our faith, in the first place. 
1» the nature of o«r iaiih the object is a principal conside- 
ration, and k^iown by the revelation of himself in the scrip - 
turesi By these holy writings we know and acknowledge 
inm to be t^e Lord our God in Christ* 
• . ^irsf\> He is the Lord, whose name alone is Jehovah. In. 
the light! o£ the word his existence and glory are made 
known, and beheld with the eyes of the understanding.— 
JIu exUtence, When Moses asked his name, this reve- 
lation was made, '*! am that I am,'* wTiich imports that he 
is the existing One, who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, without variableness or shadow of turning. Art 
.thou,0 hearer, assured ofan existing and eternal Power, 
tfce creator and governor of all? Assurance of his exist- 
ence is an high attainment in the life of faith and essential- 
ly necessary to our worshipping and glorifying him as 
God. This we infer from the repetitions of these solemn 
words, "Ye shall know that I am the Lord;" and from 
the words of the apostle, ** He that cpracth to- God must 
><believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
"diligently seek him." — His glory. The excellency of 
bis being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,, goodness, and 
truth, is the glory in him which faith beholds, believes, 
acknowledges, admires, and adores. In the exercise of 
it, believers sometimes rejoice in one of his attributes, and 
•sometimes in anotlier, as these appear suited to their temp- 
tsitions and trials. David sometimes pi*aiscs his pow:er, 
sometimes his mercy, and sometimes his truth. The 
thre^ witnesses before the king of Babylon rested in his 
|)ower, and goodness, and sovereignty: "Our God, whom 
^*we seiTe, is able to deliver us." But faith embraces tbo 
whole of his excellencies, as the revealed and transcendent 
glory of its great object. 

Secondly^ The object of faith is the Lord otcr Ged, He 
says in the ear of his people, "Be not dismayed, for I am 
'^'thy God;" and hearing his speech, they say, "This God>" 
who speaketh in his holiness, is "Our God." The lan- 
guage in which he speaks to them is (he elementary prin- 
ciple of theira to him; and upon it they make broad and 
extensile claims, — claiming his )3ower as their refuge, hiij^ 
truth as- their shield, his name as their defence, his good- 
ness as their pomion, and his all -sufficiency as their trea- 
sury. Would ye have an example? ye Y.ill sec one in th^ 
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eighteenth Psalm: «'Thc Lord re m^ rock, and my foplre^, 
*'and my deliverer; my God, my atrengih, in whom I will 
"trust; my buckler, aiid the horn of my salvation, and my 
"high tower." 

Thirdly^ The object of faith is the Lord our God #» 
dhrifit. In the faith of sinners this consideration of him is 
essentially impbrtknt. By nature \re arc sirniers,' and chil- 
dren ot vrath; and, by wicked works, enemies, and alien- 
ated from the life of God. Without a mediator of righte- 
ousness, atonetnent, and peconcTUationvWc have'no intep* 
< oui'se with him in believing. "By Christ we believe in 
^<^od, who taised him fi'om the dead, that our faith and 
*^4TO|>e might be in God:** This consideration of the ob- 
ject of faith is not peculiar to the New -Testament. 
Thefugh the revelation of it was comparatively dark> vhe 
first believer, and all (liat followed, had it before them, and 
saw* it truly. God was then, as he is now, in Christ. The 
witnesses in Babylon saw and believed in him as in Christ; 
and in the furnace had a sensible proof of it. Sinnei*8 who 
do not. see God in Christ cannot believe, because their un- 
derstandings are darkened, and their minds blinded. This 
-darkness is removed, and light concerning God in Christ 
created' in the mind, by the Spirit in' the glorious gospel of 
Christ, Avho is the image of God. F6r, saith an apostle, 
f^God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
"hath shined in our heart, to give the light of the know- 
^'ledge of the glory of God in \h6 face of jfesus Christ." 

In the SEOOKD place, Concerning the ground of faith* 
The ground on which we stand and build in believing, is 
the record or testimony of God, revealing himself to us as 
the Lord onr God in Christ. This record, testimony,*or 
^vitness, faith believes to be true, receives as good, rests in 
as sure, and builds on with appropriation, according its 
address with full assurance of its stability. Would ye see 
a form of words revealing the object from faith to faith, or 
fix>m the faiihfulness of God to the faith of men? look to 
the seventh vcrae of the fiftieth PsaTm: «Hear,0 my peo- 
^'ple, and I will speak; O Israel, and 1 will testify against 
"thee; I am God, even thy Gw!." This testimony is the 
ground on which faith stands and builds, and, as it can nei- 
ther be removed nor shaken, the confidence and the re- 
joicing of our hope ought to be held fast unto tlu) eni 
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The truth hj faith can ncithct stand nor build on any 
other ground. Unless we have his own testimony before 
US) we cai>not glorify him in believiog^ It would be pre- 
suming, and not believing, to call him our God on any 
other ground. &ut after he hath spoken^ and testified in> 
his holiness, saying, "I am God, evenlhy God,'* it is obe*' 
cKence, and not presu^npiipn, to say, with the witnesses in 
l-he text, "Odr God, whom we serve,'* The ground of 
•faith btsing firm and clear in the testimony, the Objecc 
finds fault with our shyness^ to venture on it, infirm and 
vesolute belie\4ng— -"Wilt thou not from this time cry un- 
"to me, my father; thoaait the gui^le of nly youth?" 
And then, in the -autlwrity of. a promiser and lawgiver,, 
prescribes h as the obedience of failh-*^*Thou shalt call, 
w^me, My father; and shall not ttjrn away from me." 

Thoagh the faith of believers doth not fix them always 
xm the sa^nc passage, they always build on some passage of 
the revegiled. testimony. ' They never change their ground, 
but do not alway build on the same spot. These varia- 
tions in their exercise^are consequences of their infirmities, 
temptations, perplexities, and necessities, -which are. nu- 
merous and various; but they never change their ground 
n^r their object; To-day their faJth may Gk on "I am God 
"**even thy Gotl;"'and>vitho«t being-moved away from it, 
they may fix" to-morrow : on- another revelation in the 
same testimony, the whole of which is so wisely and gra-- 
ciously laid, as to accommodate its various parts to their, 
varying necessities.. 

In the Testimony' which is the ground of faith there is 
an order that ought not to be overlooked, since according 
to it the exercise of faith is to be regulated. The glon- 
. bus Object, in the front of the law, says, *♦! am the Lord* 
"thy God;" and in the body of the particular command- 
ment, which turned to his wimesses in the plain of Dura 
for a testimony, he repeats it, saying Ml the Lord thy God 
*^am a jealous Gpd." Upon hearing this gracious decla*^ 
ration from his throne, faith proceeds, and boldly advances 
its claim, saying, "This God is our God." In this very 
'order the witnesses proceed^ and add tothcir faith virtne;^ — 
* Recollecting the words, "I am the Lord thj^ God," in thfe* 
Front of th0 law, and the commandments following them, 
f^Thou-shalt have no other Gods before me. Thou shaft 
"nof make, nor bow down to nor aaerve any graven imawc/* 
K;k2 . .^ '' 
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ihcy come fecw^ird, tjoldljr .aod fiar^y, sayigg, <i0Ur GTody 
*'whom we ^rve." 

Thirdhjy Conceniihg. tbe exercise of fakh. , li> its ejcer* 
cise the following: particulars, which we sliall illustrate 
^listinctl^^ kave place,-^the Hnowledge ofitbe glovipua 
bbject, in the cevealeO.grant that he makes of hiniself a*- 
the Lord our God in Christ;— a p&r?uasi-t^ tijat this di- 
vine grant is faithful, and true;-7-ihat every pne ta whom 
it is revealed is warranted and commanded ^to believe it, 
— ai^d the. M;ust, ^>r rest, of the heart ia it, aa worthy^ of alk 
nceeptaiion. ► 

In the ejvercise of faith^liere is, First^ 3^be knowledge 
of its glorious Object, in ,tbc revealed grant which he 
makes ofliimself in Christt ^s the I^ord our God. "True 
Lkh includes tj-i^e kw^wleclge of its object, the only living 
and true God> . Though its exercise is on U^lngs di4an<t 
and unseen, it hath no exercise on ibat wl^icb is not "He 
"that CQroeth to God inust believe? that h«^ is.'V Neithef 
doth it set its seal tp that \yhich is not known, like the 
AthenianvwllP bad an altar tc^ an unknown God. Tie 
Object of faith bath both m^de hiipseif known, and made 
a grant of hifl;iself,.not only uv bis sovereign purpose,. but 
in his holyword; and thereby prevented all exjpuses of uii- 
belief on the foot of ignorapce, Tlus appears to haver 
been well undersjlQod by. the man ,^fterGpd's heart, whei> 
giving his last charge to his successor; "Tbou,Solomon^. 
*<niy son, know thow the God of thy fatherland serve hinv. 
<*with a .perfect heart and with a willing, mfcd.** . And 
these, witnesses understopd what they afGrmed, wUen they 
saidt "Our Ood,.whora we s^rvc.'* They^^ krjew their - 
God, understood the grant be had made of himself to theiii,.- 
and believed that ip receiving jit tb^y were not setting their^- 
seal to an untruth. , 

Secondly^, to the exercise of Taitli there is a persuasion 
that the divine, grant is faithful and true. The persuasion 
is wrought in the heart by the Sparit Qf faith> and grounds 
itself tjpon the grant, in xhe word of faith* From the vera- 
city And immuiabiUty of the. glorious Speaker the ground 
is firm and broad J and eyexy em t^ whom- he reveals and 
addresses biJmself in it, should bonpur him with a full per* 
suaision that what he says. is faithful and trtjc,. lb some 
jiasaages pf kjs vrot^, yoy will observe oot only a truth 



coscermng^jtmnrevealcd^but an earnestness to obviate ere* 
ry doubt and air.biguity> and create a full assurance ofun*- 
clerstandingj and an unsliaken persuasion of mind concer- 
nittg that truth. I will>se^lect,and"set before you, a. few of 
t^iese pftssag^s. May he by them dtsp^cse our doubts, 
strengChoa our iaithy and increase our joy and peace inbc' 
Ueving, ^*Hear»0 my people, and I will speak; O Israel, 
'«and I will tosufy agairMit thee: 1 am God, even thy God-T 
<*l£ear, (5rny peopIe,,and«I will testify unto tl>cc; O Israr 
<<e]> if tboa will hearken untame. There shall no slrainge 
*^god be in thee, neUher sbalt thou worship skny Strange 
«god: 1 anj .the l«oud thy- God." "They shall be my 
*<people, and I will be their God." *^I will ^ay, It is my- 
"people; at|4 th^ey shall 8ay,rThe Lord is my God." Hovr 
great is h^^ goodness,- and beauty,aAd faithfulnessL Hoi 
haXh laid m Jiis woi'd tl^o .ground of faith, and undertakes- 
for ills peoplathat th/By«liall,stai)d atid li^uild a»%it^-«l!hcy 
"jshall say.,.lhe liCtrd is my God," . 

- Thirdlyi^ In the exeircise of faith th^e is a convicHon' 
that eveiy one, to whom it is revealed and known in the. 
woi'd of truth, is<^awajited and commapdcdtabeiieve and re- 
ceive it* This conviction is clei^rraiKl, in bclievfaig, appears- 
and operates la tli^. nikind wljLh' sll^ the force and beauty of 
truth. ; The te4Ti.sof't|ye grajk^rcf withoiit limitation. None 
is: exceptecl, «'.cxcluclc4 fi^Tfi the benefitrt^) his Sovereign 
d^ed pf grace in- favour-iof siQnei:^, b«it those who. finally 
scorn and reject it through unbelief.. Its address by the 
God of all giace,,with whom, through the Mediator', there 
is forgiveness ai\dreeQ(icil]ation, is, to- moil, and the sons of 
men, even as many as he shall caW. The, stout hearted,, 
.who aro far fioir^ rigjiteoustjessv are comHaanded to hear- 
' ken tolm voic^, when, opening the treasures of his mercy 
Before the world;j.and the wicked and unrighteous ; to for- 
sake their ways and thowghts, and J^'eceive forgiveness.--* 
"Go ye,** saitb our SaviQUP tohia ambassadors, "into all 
"the world; and preach the gospel to every creature* lie 
"that beli&veth and js baptised shall, be saved." 

Fourthiifif The exercise, of faith' includes' the trusty or 
rest of the heart in the grant, both as it isfaithful and Wue,- 
and worthy of aUacceptation^ .. In l>eli«vingv the- restless- 
and troubled mind, after myich tossing and iStictuatioii, 
perceives the, Object in tlie grar^ all*sul^cient andgracj- 
«aS|, wanting;. nothing togi^erest and comfort,, and sajjB,i^ 
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*The Lord is my God, according; to his word.* l>ji:ifets 
disperse, fears flee away, i\vt storm in the- conscbnce 
calms, and peace and joy spnng^p'irt the heart, which 
pass all understanding. Resting themselves on these gra- 
cious arid faithful wbrdsi "I am the Lord your Gotl;'''anrl 
probably recollecting their enIargement:andap|yltcation by 
Isaiah, "When thou walkest through the fiffe, thou shark, 
"not be burned,neUher shall the fl^me'kihcfte \jporf thee: 
"For I am the Lord thy God, the 'Holy»Oac of Israel, thy 
<*Saviour,** the i II ustrtous witnesses were not confoundetF. 
Undismayed at the furf of the king and the beat of his 
furnace, they trusted their God was able to deliver theiii^ 
and yielded their bdclies to the flam^i that they might not 
serve nor worship any god except their tjwh God. '• 

From these discissions concerning the Object, the 
Ground, and the' Exercise of faith, we infer, /Tri/, That 
bejicving God is warrantable and authorised exercise in 
all extremities. Warrantable, because it is allowed; au- 
thorised, because it is commanded. The ground of be- 
lieving in ilie grant he makesof himiself is firm and broad.. 
None is chargeable with presumption in renturing^ oh It, 
and all who Stand off and take other ground are'gutliy df 
disobedience, -In the first cdmraandrttcnt, whldi, like all 
the rest, ijjs\ies from the grant in the pr^foce, the Authority 
of the Lawgiver is interposed, commanding ail to know 
and acknowledge him as God and their God; andj by be- 
lieving the gospel and doing the law, to worship- and glon- 
fy him accordingly. The hour of extremity is an hour of 
believing. Abram, going childless notwithstanding the 
promise of a seef>, believed in the Lor4^ * Oavid, greatly 
distressed for the burning of ZTiklag, atjdthe captivity of 
his household, encouraged himself in the Lord his <i.od;. 

• and believed to See his goodness in the land of the living. 

'Paul, after all hopfe of the preservation df himself and- his. 
company was taken away, believed God,- that it would be 
even as it was told him. And wl>en the three. witnesses 
were sentenced to be bound in their coals, their hosen, and 
their hats, and their other garments, and cast into the 

'midst of the burning Bery furnace, they believed' their 
Crod, whom they sc?rvcd, was able to deliver them. 

We Infer, Secondly^ That the gratuitous deed, which is 
the ground- of believing, proceeds upon a ransom fouera^. 
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jBkXid an fttonemenl made. Grace reigns in it. The reign 
of grace however is a righteous administralion. Under it^ 
rei.;n, it bccqmes^he Ood of M grace, "for whom are all 
*'things^ and by. whom are ail things," to provide for the 
glory of his hoiiness and the honor of his law; and this he 
hath' done'€fifeciual1y^by issuing from his throne a gratitit* 
ous deed of favour to us guilty isinners upon a propitiation. 
Our exercise, thcyefdrfe, coiicerning it should carry us to 
th« last Adam, who is the- Lord from heaven, and Media- 
tor between Grod and nwin, through whom the everlasting 
Jehovah is our God, and ^e are his people; snd every 
view of it should kindie our gratitude,^ and constrain us to 
say, Now thanks be to Godibc his uDspeakabie gift, Christ 
Jesus, it) and through ^hoth he gives himself to be our 
God, commanding us to say, *'This God is our God, and 
*4ie wiJl be oiir gufde e^'en unto death.** 

We infer the immorality of unbelief. By many in the 
visible church Ajnbelief is not held to be an immorality. 
Discipline cannot lay' hands upon it, nor are ministers able 
to do'any thing but cry against it. It is, notwithstanding, 
a crying' im morality, denying the truth of God in his word, 
dcspishrg theldving kmdnessof the Saviour of the world, 
rtsisting the Sf^irit, of holiness, ^nd drowning in destruc- 
tion and perdition multitudes of precious souls. In believ- 
ing, we acknowledge the only living and true God to be 
our JGod, By unbelief, we deny it. In believing, we 
honour the grant which he makes pf himself, and count it 
a faithful saying. By unbelief, we treat it as a lie, and 
unworthy of credit. "He that believeth not God hath 
^rnade him a liar, because he believeth not the record 
"that God gave of his Son.'* 

Exhortations to believers and unbelievers shall can^ 
elude our discourse at present. 

Believers, the only living and true God, through the 
obedience and death of hi? beloved Son, hath made a grant 
of himself in free promises and gracious declarations, say- 
ing, «I am the Lord your God," and ye have taken hold 
of it in believing. Our exhortation, therefore, is. Keep 
a firm hold of it. Hold it iirm in every trial, in ev^ry 
temptation, in every affliction, in every enjoyment, in eve- 
ry duly, and in the conflict with the last enemy. In every 
tiial hold it firm, and ye will wrestle through with advaiv* 
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tage: <<Be not dismayed) for I am thy God.** In «Tery 
temptation) and a way of escape will open: ^^The Loril 
"knoweth how tp deliver ttw gpcUy. put -ctf temptations." — 
In every afHietion, and ye will be helped; *^I the Lord thy 
^^God will hold thy^ right-band, saying unto thee, Fea4* not, 
"I will help thee/' In every en^oymcntt^and the relish 
of it will be sweeter: "Then s;.^lt th.ou delight thyself m 
"the Lord; suck hone/ iOu<^ o? the rook, and dnnk> of the 
"brook in the way." In every duty, and it will be ^sy 
and pleasant: ^'My yok9is.e8^y,and my burthen is light." 
In the conflict with thie last enemy: '^I kiio\f wlTom I have 
^^believed, and am persuaded that lie is able to keep that 
''which i have commiued unto him against that day.'*— - 
JFinally^ brethren^ Add to your faith virtue, and adoiTi it 
with good wox4cs. "This is a fs^hful saying;. and these 
^Hhings I will that th^u affirm constantly, thut they who* 
"have believed in God might be careful to maintiio good^ 
"works.** 

Unbelievers,^ the revealed grant, as it stands in the re- 
cord, is addressed to you; and if ye do not receii^lt, ye 
make the God of truth a liar. O beware of deceiving 
jourseIves,by receiringit with the naouth and denying if 
with the heart!' "With the heart man believeth unto rigbl-^ 
^<eousnesB, and with the mouth confessitxi* is made unto .^ 
" <''»lvation.'* 
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Joel- H. 26. 

And ye shall eat in filenty, and be tnttisfied^ and jfiraiae the 
. name of the I^ord your Gody that hath dealt wondroua" 
ly with you, 

THE Lord of Hosts had levied, an army, and quar- 
tered it upon l;Lh people. That numerous and formida- 
ble body of forces, wiiich marched by liis orderj^, and un- 
der bis command^ took possession of the country in four 
divisions* Palmer-worms, conker-worms, locusts, cater- 
pillars, committed) as .troops of Omnipotence* al way will 
commit, great devastation. They wasted vines, barked 
fig-trees, and devoured all that was green: "Before them 
"tbe land wa^as Um garden of Eden, and behind theiB a 
<< desolate wilderness.'* ., 

While these enemies lay in the country, and rioted on 
all that was vegetable, the atmosphere, heated to anjuncom- 
ttion degree, became suddenly like a fiery oven. A 
drought, {)enal, and, in a lower sense preternatural, ex- 
hausted tbe moisture of the earth, devotired the pastures 
of the wilderness, and dried up the rivers of water. Corns 
rotted ujider the clod, beasts groaned, herds of cattle 
vere perplexed, flocks of sheep were tnade desolate; 
priests mourned, husbandmeii covered their faces, vine- 
dressers howled, fig-trees, pomegranate- trees, palm-trees, 
apple-trees, even all the trees of the field withered, desola- 
tion sat on every thresliold, and famine entered the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord. 

In this extremity a prophet came forth^ in the name of 
the Lord God of their fathers^ aud summoned the sanctua- 
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ly ftnd the nation to bumble tliemselv^s under the hand of 
Uie Lord, and turn unto him w it li fasting', and weeping, 
and mourning. The Lord knoxyeth our frame; and, to the 
praise of his wisdom and goodness, useth means adapted 
to its peculiarities. When he employs men to reclaim 
and reconcile to their duty the disobedient and rebellious^ 
they receive instructions from him, to sweeten authonty 
with promises of good things, and to soften the terror of 
power in the kindness of love. Accordingly, to provoke 
and encourage his people to obey the summons, Joel i^ 
instructed to promise the retreat of the army, the cooling 
of the atmosphere, and in the text the comforts of a plenti- 
ful season: *'Ye shall eat in: plenty, and be satisfied, and 
'Upraise the name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt 
"wondrously with you." 

The branches of this promise we shall consider as so 
many heads of discourse. When these are explained, in 
the order of tlie text, we shall illustrate tlie motive to hu- 
miliation and gratitude annexed to the promise, somethiog: 
in the dealing of the Lord which is wondrous; and con- 
clude with addresses and exhortations unto distinct classi- 
cs of hearer8.*r*-May the grace of our Lord Jesus Clirist be 
exceeding abundant toward speaker and hearers, that, Ib 
speakins^and hearing, God who giveth us all things rich- 
ly to enjoy may be glorified! 

The first branch of the promise is in these words, "Ye 
'"shall eat in plenty." Tp eat, and to eat in plenty, are * 
pleasures which threatenlngs have disjoined and sep^at- 
ed: «Thej shall eat, and not have enough.*** Ml will break' 
"the staff of bread in Jerusalem, and they shall eat bread 
"by weight and with care, and they shall drink water by 
"measure and with astonishment."t But promises unite 
these pleasures which threatenlngs have separated. "The 
"land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall feat your filL"^ 
**Ye shall eat your bread to the full."§ "Thou shalt eat 
"bread without scarceness.**)! And in th^ text, "ye shall 
"eat in plenty." In the impoverished state of that peo- 
ple this promise was most seasonable, and gave the mo- 
tiye to liumiliation and gratitude double force. The co« 

» 

*Hps.iv, 10, \Ezek. tv. 16, \Lex\ xxv. i9« 
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venatit <lescends to eating and drinking^, to bread and wa- 
ter. B i^ad anid water are sensible .good things, and eating 
and drinking are sensible actions. But in the present stater 
our heavenly Father knowelh that we need bread aiKi wa- 
ter; and by promising^ giveth gwtind to expect these 
from Ills hand. In befieving the promises, an(l receiving 
and enjoying what is needful for the body, we glorify the 
proflDlserj and nourish and sHenRthen otrr souls. Thougte 
%ve have iK»t been piinbhed with famine, it is a fact XbaX 
fw some years many hav« eaten with scarceness. Wea- 
ther settled, serene and dry^ uncommon in this variable 
climate at so late a season, hath crowned the harvest, and 
opened a snrnling and reasonable prospect of eating in 
greater plenty, and at less expense, than some months be- 
fore was expected. The Lord hath done this for the sake 
of his name aiid covenant. Admire his goodness, and pray 
for his blessing. In one consideration harvest is the per- 
formance of promises, and in another the answer of pray- 
er, and both Considerations are" calling us lo praise the 
Loi d for his goodness, and for his wonderful works unto 
the children of men.. 

The second branch of the promise is satisfaction. Ye 
"shall not only eat in plenty, but ye shall "be satisfied.'* 
To eat, and to be satisfied, are also disjoined in threaten- 
ihgs. « Ye shall eat and be satisfied."* "His afTsp ring 
"shall not be satisfied with bread."t In Tike manner, these 
are united in promises. "The fatherless shall eat and be 
^<sati^ed;"t "My people shall be satisfied with my good- 
•^«riess."§ "The meek shall eat and be salisfied."|| Heirs 
of promise have enjoyed it, "The righteous cateth to the 
^^salisfying of his soul.*'f "Bless the Lord, O my soul,-r- 
"who salisfieth thy mouth with good things."** The sa- 
lisfaction which is promised is not merely animal, but spi- 
ritual; and the following description of it may be consi- 
dered;— ^-Isr, Appetite is satisfied with food agreeable to 
its nature and i elish. A riotous appetite is a penal disease, 
as well as a tormenting lust, "At evening let them return,' 
«let tliem make a noise like a dog, and go round about 
^the city. Let tliem wander up and down for meat, and 

*Lev, xxvL 26. ^Job xxviL 14. \Deut. xix\ 2^. 
%Jer, XX xi. 14. WPaaL xxiL 26. %FrQV, xUt 2*. 
**p8al. ciiLl^.5. 
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*^grudge if they be not satisfied."* "Hear thou, my «on, 
•'and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way. Be not 
**amongst winc-bibers, amongst riotous eaters of flesh: For 
"ihe drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty."! 
Appetite, degenerated into lust, like other fleshly lusts, 
casteth down many wounded, and slayeth many strong 
men. Moderated and regular, appetite is a blessing, and 
fhc satisfaction of it is aljso a Jalessing. Without It the best 
food is tasteless and loathsome. ^'But when thbu sittest to 
<*eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is before thee, 
"and put a knife to thy throat if thou be a man given to 

<«appetiie."t 

2c?/t/, The body is refreshed and nourished. Good and 

wholesome food may be eaten and nourishment not be re- 
ceived. The powers of digestion and nourishment de- 
pend upon the bleswng of God, and are communicated ot* 
withheld according to his pleasure. "His meat in his 
*n>owels is turned,it is the gall of asps within l^m. When he 
*<is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath 
"upon him, and shall rain it upon him while hels eating."§ 
JRefreshment is the subordinate end of eating, and eating 
tlic means of refreshment. If these two be disjoined, there 
will be no satisfaction. How great is the goodness of God 
in Hisjoining them.so seldorol 

3rf/y, Contentment with our portion. If contentment be 
not, enjoyed there will be no satisfaction. A murmuring 
and discontented pei^on hath not satisfaction in any good, 
small or great But the man who is pleased with the 
quality of the ponion Providence hath bestowed, though it 
be coarse, and with the quantity, though it be small, hath 
a continual feast: "Better is a dry morsel and quietness 
*Hherewith, than a house full of sacrifices with strife."|i 

4thlyj The power to eat. This, though really in the 
satisfaction which is promised, doth not always attend up- 
on great possessions. Solomon had seen instances, and 
who has not seen instances, of power to eat being disjoin- 
ed from possession. "I have seen upder the sun — a man 
^<to whom God hath given riches, wealth and honor, so 
♦Hhat he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desir- 
"etii; yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof."f 

*FsaL lix. 14, 15. ^Prov, xxiii, 19, 20,21., 
^Frov, xxiiU 1,2. ^Job xx. 14, 23. 
iFrov. xvii, 1. 'iEcci, vi: 1, 2. 
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Possession and power to eat are gifts of Godi and the 
former may bs bestowed where the latter is withheld. 
Power to eat is not a license to riot on the goodness of the 
Lord, and abuse ii in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
reveliings, banquctings, and abominable impurities; but a 
disposition, or capacity, according to our rank in society, 
to enjoy it to his honor, our own advantage, arid the benefit 
of those to whon> we have opportunities and calls to be 
useful. "Behold that which 1 have seen; it is good and 
"comely for one to cat and to drink, and to enjoy the good 
"of all his labour that he taketh under the sun, all the days 
^^hi^ his life which God giveth him. Every man also to 
"whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given 
"him power to eat ti\ereof, and to take his portion, and to 
^^rejoicc in his labour, this is the gift of God. For he Shall 
«^not much remember the daysof his life, because God an- 
"swereth hi.m in the joy of his heart."* 

5M/v, Interest in the promise of eating is manifested 
and apprehended,. This infuses into the dry morsel es- 
sences of wine and milk; and to a rich and plentiful table, 
imparts qualities which feed and satisfy the soul, as well 
as refresh and nourish the body. Interest in the blessings 
of providence, new covenant interest through union with 
the second Adam, lord, and heir, and possessor of tl^se, 
what is so much to be desiredl You vrho arc honored with 
it are rich indeed. Though ye possess neither houses nor 
estates, ye are hei^s of the. earth, and joint heirs with 
Christ. The earth is his by promise and reward, as well 
as by creation and support; and, by promise and testa men t,** 
through him it is yours: "He that overcohieth shall inhe- 
"lit all things."t 

6^^(y, The blessing is in satisfaction. Natural men 
know not what this mearicth. Some of them never seek 
it, and others seek it only in form. But there are people 
who know its meaning, and seek it with the whole heart. 
The children of God live by bis blessing, and believe it to 
be the essence and spirit of every good thing. Take the 
blessing oqt of the best things, and they can do no good. 
In wrath, God curseth the blessings of sinners in Zion; 
and in love, blesscth the blessings of hev saints, and satis- 
fieih them with bread. The curse turneth tables into 
-Bnares, giveth prosperity killing qualiues, cankers,. and as 

*£c€L V. 18, 19) 20. ^Rev, xxi, 7, 
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to Spiritual purposes, cats the j5ubst?\nce oiit of every. tSlttgr 
TSfien who are undei: It call ihcir own. The blessing nrjakei^ 
tables comforts, gvveih footl rcficshing ahd nourishing 
powers,, and into the drjr morsel infiv$^h a spiiit. whicb 
raises it above royal do.inlics. 

7thly^ God is enjoyed as our God in CHmt.. The en;- 
joymcni of God is the honey of every good thing, and give* 
to meat those exccIlcHt qualities \rhich refrejsh i^c body 
and strengthen tlie soul. How sweet and saliafying is the 
table where he is acknowledged and enjoyed as our chicFj^ 
our only, our allsiifficient good. Whh him the coarsest 
meal is ai^els {bod, exceedingly sw^et and exceedingly 
strengthening. Without him the finest is a dry morsel, 
tinsallsfjing to raen of spiritual taste, Go^to^now, ye wha^ 
live wiihout God in the wo.rkU divide all that is in it amoiig 
yourselves, since ye desire nothing else. If we have our 
bread and our water with God, even our ^ own God, wo 
shall; have no reason to envy yoi|» . "Thcr&<be many that 
<'say, who will shew us any good. Lord Uft thou up the light 
"of thy countenance upon us.. Thou hast put gUdnessin 
*< my heart, more than in the tifne that their coun and theilr 
'>wine increased."* : . 

The following words, "And jwaise the name, of the Lortf 
^^your God,** are the third branch of th^ promise. These 
words pQinted to a comprehensive duty innew obedience,: 
apd for performing it gave his people assurance . of new: 
;easons,~and new inclinations, and new spiritnal powei-s-. 
Ills specialrelation is. accordingly expressed and held up 
unto their lait^^. The name ihry should glorify with praise 
is not only the name of the Lord, but tl>e name pf the 
LokI thch' God. ^ In performing Uhis duty, the following 
particulars may be observed. — !«/, Acknowledging the 
goodness of the Lord our God in creating plenty, and be- 
stowingxSatisfactioo. Of the good things which spring out 
of the earth he is proprictorj and confession of his eflTicien- 
cy, in producing and bestowing these, ,is a sacrifice pf 
prafee whifih raen and nations are bound to offer every 
day, tlirough Jesus Christ. In the adoration of the^ king 
of Israel, after he and his subjects had contiibuled Hber- 
ulJy for ^building a house in the name of the Laj'd,t.thijt 
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/ seniiment is expressed with j^-eat fervour and clevoiiom 
**0 Lortl our Gocl, all this store, winch we have prepared 
*^o biiilcl ihee an house for thhie holy name, cometh of 
*nhine hand, and » all thine own.*** Men of property, ye 
look 6nBeldsand fafm -yards, on corn and stock, on houses 
aikl estates^ ami call themymir own. Ye may do- this- 
lawfully^ and honorably: In a lower and popular sense, 
thcy.are your own. But it ihould never be forgottcn,.that 
in the Mrict and proper sense, these belong unto God^ 
and that yoti are only factors of his providenoe, invested 
with powers of administration and use, antif accountable to 
him at aiiy appointed day for a!l youv intromissions. Ac- 
knowledge his propriety in all;^ and, by using according to 
his law wha^ver his power produces and hishand bestows, 
glorify hb goodness and praise his name; 

2dty^ Rejoicing in tlie goodness of "the Eord our Godi 
"who givcth us fruitful seasons, and filleth our heart with 
*food and^glac^ess." Joy in his name is a chief part of 
praise. Thbugh the good be a material or sensible goodi 
the joy in which we praise him i» a spiritual jof. 
The creature is the occasion,, the Creator is the object. 
We do not joy in corn and wincj but in the Lord who be* 
at ows and blesses these:- When ye sit down to meat with 
appetite, and rise from it with satisfapiion, remember, O 
remember, that il is the" goodness of tlve creature, consi- 
dered and enjoyed'ih Christ, as the goodness of the Crea- 
tor, which nourishes and satisfies^ and in which we are 
commanded to rejoice^ To afifect his^ people with thi«^ 
consideration of his go'odftess, convivial institutions were 
bound tipon thcni with pointed solemnity: "Ye shall eat 
♦'before the Lord your God" — ^what?^— "the tithe of thy corn,, 
:"wine, andoilj th^ firstlings of thy herd* aftd flocks, thy 
t^vows, frce-wiH-offerings, and heave.offerihgs,-*-thoii: 
"must cat them before the Lord thy Gbd,-ih thet place- 
"which the Lord thy Gbd shall chQose.**t" 

Sdii/y Serving the Loid our God, in holiness and right- 
eousness, alithe days of our life. Obedience flowing froriv. 
faith in himas the Lord and our God and Redeemer; obe-- 
dience measuned by his law, directed to his glory^ animated 
with his love^ and performed in the Spirit and strength of: 
Christ,-^hi» obedience, Is^.lhe spkit.aiKl essetice of gr^. 

*\ Ckrdn. rx«i. 16; ' ipittt. xU: 7;Af] IB;. 
L,15: 
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tJtud6 and praise. Psalm-surging, which is the fi ait o^iMnr 
lips, is an instituted form oipraiso, and tHe observation of 
it isboand upmi us:by theauthoiity of the Lord our God; 
but he bath no pleasure in it unless it be also ppa^ticat^. 
and sung, or expressed^ in life and manners. Here we are^ 
defective, and with contrition and shame aliould remember 
our faults. Kindness and Calamities, peace and war, sea* 
aons'of ploaly and scaraeness, have not reformed our. man- 
iKfs. These dispensations found us unthankful and unho- 
ly, and we continue Unthankful and unholy still. fivitaAnr 
a»weH as Canaan, is concerned in these-wordsc '^Because 
"thou servedst not the Lord tbf God with joyfulness and. 
^^gladness of heart for tbe abundance of all things; there* 
'*fore shalt thou serve thine enemies, which the Lord sh^U 
"send against thee, in. hunger and in thirst, and in naked^- 
•'ness, and in want of all things."* Let usnut forget looU- 
serve, 

4//i/y, Exercises concerning the persotifland officevand 
beauty, ekGellence, riches, treasures, fulness, andsu&cien- 
ey of the Lord Jesus Christ, are essentially in the: praise 
which gloriiSes the name of the Lord our God. Praise 
which pleascth God is offered by and accepted through - 
Christ. Christ given for us, and with his treasiires given 
imto us, is unspeakably better 'tli>an all that springeth out 
of the earth, and an ass^irance to our faith of every pro- 
mised good. '^He tiiat spared nor his own Son,, but deli- 
<<vered him up for us^alU how shall he n<^t with him also. 
"freely give us all things?"t In trusting, hoping, rejoicing,., 
and glorying in Christ, wed© not deny the Father, nor rob 
him of the glory of hjs name and goodness, "The Father 
"h^th cora^nitted all judgment unto the Son, that all me» 
"should honour him, even^ a* they honour the Father; and 
"he that lionburcth not the Son, honoureth not the Fatbct- 
"which bath sent him.**^ To Christ is given a name which. 
IS above every name. "In this name every knee must 
"bow, and every tongue confess- that Jesus Christ is Lord^ 
*i{o the glory of God the Father." . Prxiwc, O praise the 
name of the Lord for-^Chrisv who is the foundation of all- 
the cot>nsels of salvation'^, for thcftiHiess Which dwelieth in 
t'hriftt; for the revelation and gift of Christ j for the tcsti-^ 
mofiy wl^ch the Spiri^-beautfa, in Scripture to Christy S^ 
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wliat <31irht is majde, and hath doncy and is doing) and wiil 
do for the peopjle of his lovel If Christ had not interposed^ 
pinners would never have enjoyed a good year^ a full ta- 
blet nor even ti dry moraeL The curse> |ri>at holy devour- 
•r, wonld have prevented or destroyed all ehjoyraent. 
From this Christ hath.redee^mecl us, aivi in testkaiony of 
our 4csire» and assurance of t^edemption and acceptance 
through his blood and name, we will begin all our praise 
at Christ* sing it all in Christ,, end it alt with Christ. "Sal- 
ivation to oui' God which sittethon the throne, and unto - 
"the Lamb. , Amen; Blessing,, and gjoty, and v^isdom^ 
^and tlianksgiving, and honor, and power, and miglu, be 
"unto our Gfcod for ever and everl Ainen."* 

v.. , ." ' - ■ 

^ After explaining the promise, we proceed to the consi- 
deration of the motive to humble themselves, and tapraise 
the Lord theif God, something in his dealing that is won- 
di'ous. The tkinbie use of this motive appears in the con* 
text^ and sJ)ould not be overlooked. To that aflBiictcd peo- 
pie it was a motive to present humiiiation,-anrd to futune 
gratitude. When Joel stj tnmoned the nation and the sanc- 
tuary to humiliation, the whole coui^ry wasimpoverished,. 
'and in great distress. In this extremity, wondrous deal r 
ing in mercy, which they had ground to ejcpect, encouv- 
aijed them to obey the summons, and humble themselves 
before the Lord... The wondrous dealing in mercy did not 
jexisl, but this neither enervated the motive nor impeded 
its operation. . Having received promises, believers pro* 
ceed immediately to pbedienee; and, in consideration of 
the omnipotence and faithfulness of the promiser,. find ' 
present Strefigth in future^and distant good things. Look, 
into the context, and behold wondrous dealing toward that 
pepple^ifrhen the Lord performed the promise and bestow--- 
edthebles^ngs^ 

Firsts Calling oflT and destroying the devouring army is 
wondrous^: "I will remove far off from yoii the northern 
^army, and wUI drive him into ^ land barren anddesolatet 
^with his^face toward the e^st sea, and his hinder part to- 
*< wards the outmost sea; and his stink shall come cip> and 
*^his ill-savour shall cpoie up, because he hath done great 
^things.*^ Xhiabody is called the northern ariny> because 

■^ ■ t f'^Bimf. vtiV 10, 1?. . ♦ 
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it came in by th« north wind, upon the northern extremity 
of the country. Its retreat and destruction are pointedly 
expressed. The retreat is not slow and voluntary ^^ but 
sudden and violcmtt I vtill drive him,*saith J*>hovah, with 
his tace, or van, towai*d one sea, and his hinder p^rt, or 
roar, towards andlher; — drive him intoa land barren and 
desolate, where insects which live upon herbage must pe- 
rish. The ill-savour of the corpses is a circumstance 
strongly marked, artd the cause is assigned , he— the devati r* 
ing^ army, Bath done g^eat things, hath Committed great 
devastation, and, by rioting upon the fat and good of' the 
knd, is grown thick, and swelled into monstrous sizes. 
This is wondrouai dealing. To human power th0 devour- 
€rs were invincible; palmer- worinaj canker-worms, Ibcusts, 
caterpillars, would have kughed at bows and arrows, and 
weapons of war. The niiiitary strctigth of the countrjr, 
set against them in battle array, could not have routed a 
single detachment. Vht Lord ofhosts, strohg and miglr* 
ty an battle, was th6 only power to disperse and deslroy 
them. <*Great and marvellous are^thy works, Lord God 
" Ahnightyl"* "Through the greatness of thy power shall 

"thine enemies submit themselves unto thee."t 

Secondl^y After the devastation made by the devou'r'mgf. 
arniy, add a^ burning atmosphere, the apiing of the earth 
is womlrous. In describing the miseries of the country^ 
Joel mentions the perplexity of herds and the desolation of 
flocks, and enriches his description of the succeeding: 
prosperity with aft address unto these: '<B^ not afraid, ye 
"beasts of the field; for the pastures of the wilderness do- 
^'spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the 
"vine do yield their 9trength.'*| After an innumerable 
host of insects had devoured all that was vegetable, an«l 
after the sun, with burning rays, had exhaled the thoisture^ 
scorched the surface, and turned the dust into brimstone, 
ft is wondrous to hear the prophet crying, "The pastures 
"of the wilderncssdb spring, the fijg-tree and'tbe vine d<> 
"yield their strength.*' The country were afraid, lest the 
poisonous teeth of so many monstrous vermin, attended-r 
with the uncommon heats, should have cankered the roots 
of every vegetable; and lest rivers, and springs, ^eing dri-« 
ed up, and the surfaice become powdei^ and dust, the land: 
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would }ic barren and w^aste from generation to generation-. 
But in the name of the Lord^ who is the rcsiirreciion and 
life of vejjetation, the prop^iet cried, <*Pear not, O land; be 
♦*g1ad and rejoice, for the Lord will do great things."^* 

T/iinill^y/Vhc seasonable rain> which cooled the air arid 
moistened the eanh, is Wondrous. "Be glad thenvyc chil- 
"dren of 2^on, and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he 
^*Jialh given you the fornoer rain moderately, and he will 
"cause to comedown for you the rain, the former and the 
**ialter rain in the first month."t Showers of rain and 
clouds of dew were blessings to that people, not only as 
men, bu,t as children of Zion. Temple services in these 
days were maintained from the fiock and the fold, ihe 
herds and the stalls. Meat-offerings and drink-offerings 
came out of the iie^ld, and tithes of corn, and wine, and oil, 
were eaten before the Lord in his sanctuary. If the lan<l 
had continued barren and waste, the sanctuary must have 
been shut up apd deserted. Dews and rain, and fruitful 
seasoDS,^ to people so circumstanced, were not blessings 
which affected merely the wealth and prosperity of the 
nation, fiy a special constitution, these blessings operated 
upon the dispensation of religion, the magniBcence of the 
temple,- Bi)d the worship and gratitude of the Church. 
This consideration of temporalities is frequently unobser- 
ved in reading Hie Old Testament. 

Fowrtidy^ The uncommon fertility of the years which 
succeeded the ravage of the army and the drought is 
wondrous. ^< And the floors," continues the prophet, 
•*shal! be full of wheat, and the fats shall overfjow with 
"wine and oM. And I will restore to you the years- 
"that the locust hath eaten, the canker-worm, and the ca- 
^^terpiilar, and the polmer-worra, my great army which t 
"sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty, and ho sa- 
"tisficd, and praise the name of the Lord your God, that 
^'hath dealt. wondrously with, .you. '*j: In these iiistapces 
tlie Lprd promised, and dealt wondrousJy with that gener- 
ation of his people; and, to the praise of the glory of liis 
goodness, he hath, according to his prornisp, in other in- 
stances dealt wondrously with this generation of his people:- 
For, - : _ . \ - , - 

Ifi/, After a spring of uncommon , rigour, the powers of. 
megetation, uneasy at being so long frost-bound, awaked 

Vvif i*. 31. \Joclii. 23, XJod il. 24^25^ 26b 
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ti^uddenly; and, exerting themselves with vigour, covered, 
in a week OP two, mountains with grass; enriched v a Hies 
yvlih corn; beautified gardens with blossoms; filled every 
eye with charming prosi>ects, and raised in every breast 
pleasing sensations! This was the doing of the Lprd^andtho 
more wondrous, because lie did so for a naiion unthankful 
and unhulvr a nation which had turned against his law, aud 
abused to his dishonor the riches of many pl,enteous years. 

2dli/j The restraints laid, once and. again, on vegetation 
were wondrou^ly removed. December-winds, which blew 
in June and July, and a cold damp cloudy atmosphere, 
which intercepted the rays of the sun, arrested the gro\vth 
of every vegetable, en^biltered the joys of summer^ and 
covered the country with glpomincss. But the Lord, re^ 
membering his covcnantv would not destroy tho hoJ)e of 
man; and, by a warm and sunny day. now and then, reani- 
mated and brought forward th^ growth of hay and cori>in 
a wonderful manner. 

3dli/j Damages in August wero moderated. Hail, hoar- 
frosty and ice, rung a dreadful alarm at that season; filled 
every serious man with anxiety, and raised apprehensions- 
every where, that the hardships of dearth would be fof" 
lowed with the miseries of famine. * But the Lord was 
gracious! Our fears were prevented. Little hurt was 
done, and the fruit of the earth was wondrously preserved> 

4M/y, In a late harvest the weather continued settled 
and dry a length of time unusual in a climate whei^ it is 
so variable, and hath now crowned the year with good- 
wess. This,' all this, is the doing of the Lord, and, in do- 
ing it. Who can deny that he has dealt wondrously! 

VVliat shall we say to these tlungsj The motive in won- 
drous dealing should work u-pon the natives of Britain^ in 
all the vigor and extent in which it operated upon, the in- 
habitants of Canaan. The operations of Providence, which 
have preserved the fruits of the earth, and crowned the 
harvest of the year, though not miraculous, arc wonderful. 
Tiiese invite and encourage us to humble ourselves before 
th6 Lord for the iniquities which provoked him to threat- 
en us with scarcity and deartlv^ and these allure, and dravir 
us to rejoice in this abundance which his power hatli pro- 
duced, and his hand bestowed. «Oh that men would praise 
"the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works 
-Hq the children of men! Let them exalt him also in the 
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«coiigregalion of the people^ and praise him. in the assem- 
<'bly of the elders, lie tuiiieth the rivers into a wiliter- 
«'ness, and the water-springs into dry ground; a fruitful 
"land into barrenness, for the wickedness of theu) that 
"''dwell therein. He tunieth the wilderness into standing 
"water, and the diy ground into water-springs. And there 
"he ma^keth the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a 
"city for habitaiic^n, and sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
"which' may yield fruits of increase. He blesseth them 
*<also, 80 that they are muitiplied greatly, and suffereth 
*<not their cattle to decrease. Again they are minished, 
"aniV brought low, through oppression, aiHictiou, and sor- 
"row. He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth 
"them to wander in the wilderness where there is no way. 
"Yet setteth he the poor on high, and maketh him families 
"like a flock.*' This is wondrous dealing toward men! 
These are ..wonderful conversions: Water-springs turned 
into dry ground, and dry ground into water-springs; vine- 
yards turned into wildernesses, and wildernesses into virie-, 
yards; the hungiy filled with all that the earth, the fold, 
and the stalls, produce; emptied again, and sunk into poV' 
eriy and misery:, Princes loaded with ignominy, and ban- 
ished into deserts: Families of poor men raised in the pub- 
lic eye, and multiplied like a flock of sheep, where bar- 
renness is| unknown, and in which every one beareth twins. 
Unto whom shall we ascribe the diversified glory, in these 
operations of judgment and mercy? Shall it be ascribed 
unto the undefined thing which men call, chance; or shall 
it be o^ered at the senseless altars of good and evil fortune? 
We will ascribe it all unto Jehovah, the God who doth 
livonders, and who exerciseth loving-kindness, judgment, 
and righteousness in the earth; saying, with the writer of 
the psalm in which these operations are described, and in 
■which the operator is acknowledged, "Whoso is wise, 
"and will observe those things, even they shall undei stard 
"the loving-kindness of the Lord.*** Gh that men would 
"mention the loving kimlness of the Lord, and the praises 
"of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed 
"upon them, and the great goodiiess which he haih 
"wrought for us, according to his mercies, and according 
*<to the multitude of his loving-kindness.** 

*Fs<il.cviL 31—43. 
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Before wc conclude we ^hall present an Mdte^ iint% 
the following classes of hearers. Firsts You who are in 
^ casy^, and, in comparison of othera, affluent circumstances, 
attend unto these instructions. Ye are intrusted with pro- 
peny by the Professor of heaven and eaith, and accounta- 
ble to him at an appointed day. For every thing, whether 
inherited by succession, acquired by industry, or received 
from benevolence, account must be given. Riches ure 
gocd, if men use them lawfully. It is not a crime to be 
rich. There is no iniqjuity in »lver and gold. It is nbt mo- 
ney but love of money, that is the root of all evil. Use what 
is committed to your trust lawfully, use it to the honour 
of the proprietor, and according to the instructions given 
in his word. In the day of reckoning or giving in ac- 
counts, it will fill you wiih admiration to hear your con* 
duct approved, and yourselves promoted; "Weil done 
<<good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a 
*'lew thinp^s, I will make thee ruler over many things, en- 
^'ler thou into the joy of thy Lord*'* When favorable sea- 
sons increase your wealth, and raise your name and credit 
higher, take heed lest your heart be lifted up, and lest you 
forget the Lord who gi vet b power to get wealth. It is 
lamentable to observe, and there have been instances of it, 
that a rise in circumstances defaces the beauty of humility; 
and that, as' families climb the mountain of prosperity, they 
become more insolent toward all below them, and less ex- 
emplary in walking humbly with God who is above them. 
"Thou art waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art cpv- 
^^rcd with fatness; then he forsook God that made him^ 
"and lightly esteemed the rock of his salvation."* How 
glorious is the grace of God, in preserving holiness and 
liuniility from being suffocated with prosperity? And of 
tliis too there are instances. "Then Isaac sowed in that 
<*land, and received in the same year an hundred fold, and 
^Hhe Lord blessed him. And the man waxed great, and 
*-went forward, and grew until he became very great: 
"For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds 
"and great store of servants— And he hvilded an altar, 
^*and called upon the name of the Lord."t Sharpers lurk 
in every corner, and some of them among professors. 
Stumble not at religion because men make a cloak of 

^JDetit, x-TXiL 15. ipen, xxvi, 12, 13, 14; 25. 
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viHainy. Here there is danger, and the man who escapes 
is blessed: "Blessed is be> whosoever shall riot be offended 
**in inc." When ye lose by them, consider it as a check 
to dcbircs of earthly things, a call to examine if you be 
using these lawfully, a trial whether you love the Lord 
when the heap is growing less, a motive to depend on him 
for wisdom and discretion, and as a tiecessary caution 
agaijisi setung your heart upon the world. In diet and in 
dress be .examples of plainness and simplicity. Feast 
witli fear, and rejoice with trembling. Bridle ap,petice, 
and keep the body in subjection. This is for your heolih. 
A moralist, who had looked into the higher walks of lif©> 
saith% vepy sensibly, 'When I behold a fashionable table set 
out in ail Its magnificence, I fancy that I See gouts and 
di opsins, fevers and lethargies, with other innumerablo 
disttmpers, lying in ambuscade among the dishes.**— ;• 
\yhen ye eat in plenty and arc satisfied, praise the name 
of the Lord your God, who dealeth wondrously with you.. 
Religion i** the strength and glory of our households. To 
acknowledge, morning and evening, and at every meal, 
our obJigations to God, who giveth us all things richly tcj 
enjoy, is tire duty, the honor, and the interest of every 
family. The burden of the ministry is growing daily hea- 
vier — Under this every honest man is ready to faint, and 
to wish to be in a wilderness. It would be lighter, and 
more easily borne, were landholders and men of property 
to declare themselves for the doctrine which Is according 
to godliness, arid help chllch-en arid servants to the know- 
ledge, and Lith, and practice of it with their example and 
authority. "I kiiow Abraham, that be will command his 
"children, and his household after him, and they shall keej) 
"the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment."t 

Sccojidly^ Poor householders. VVith the sweat of the 
brow, and many sorrows, ye labor Tor food to eat and rai- 
ment to put on. You I exhort to praise the name of th« 
Lord; who hath dealt wondrously with you. The provi- 
sion of the year is good and competent, and affords reason- 
iible hope of living cheaper than in some J ate seasons of 
Scarcity. In your conversation the Lord looketh for hu- 
mility and gratiuide. Provoke him not, with pride and 
Unthank'fulncss, to permit combinations among men <$f 

• 
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business for raising the price of corn, and creating an ar- 
tificial dearth. Be content with your porlion, '!■ hough 
small, il is greater than ye deserve. Why should you set 
your heart upon wealth? Had you been rich, you might 
have behaved yourselves worse than some whom ye arc 
ready to envy. Inconveniences of using little arc ligiitcr 
than the guilt of abusmg much. In years of plenlj;, and 
in years of scarceness, many things are reprehensible in 
the temper, language, and conduct of the poor. Rich 
men you suppose to be the cause of your miseries, 
and look at them with dissatisfaction and envy, while you 
do not obsei^ve the justice of Providence in suffering them 
to bear hard upon you. Where^ dwell the men cf vio- 
lence, whose pride compasseth them as a chain, whose 
eyes stand out with fatness, whose mouths are set against 
the heavens, and whose tongues speak lofiily and wicked- 
ly concerning oppression? The poor point to palaces of 
the nobility and grijat farm-rooms^ where field is added to 
field, and prosperity is spreading like a green bay-tvec. 
But the children of pride do not all live in these. Among 
shepherds and hinds, and ' town and country heritors, 
among tradesmen and day-laborera, among men-servants 
and maid-servants, Lucifcrs appear in great numbers, and 
in full magnitude. *'Hear ye and give ear, be not proud, 
**fcr the Lord hath spoken; Give glory to the Lord your 
♦Kjrod, before he cause darkness, and before your feet 
*<Btumble upon the dark mountains. But if ye will not 
^heav it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your 
^< pride." <'Ood resisteth the proud, but giveth grace un- 
"to the humble." Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall lift you up, and exalt you to honor. — 
That man is a fair Christian, and hath a noble spirit, how 
plain and low soever he be as a man, who, among other 
ornaments of the elect of God, l^ath in Christ Jesus put un 
humbleness of ttnnd. 

T/tirdfy^ You who have not families, and ,serve in dif- 
ferent places, we must not forget. For some years your 
ci^ct^m stances have been favorable. Ye have eaten ia 
plenty, have suffered little from the late scoui'ging sea- 
sons, and have received high wages. Where are the wa- 
ges which ye have earned? This is a fair question. Ser- 
vants as well as masters are accountable to the Lord.— 
Wi)at have ye done for your parents in poverty and old 
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«^, and \vhi(^h of the poor have ye relieved? *ire ye so 
foolish as to put waives into ihc bag with holes, or so li- 
centious as to waste them in adorning the teraple of vani- 
ty, raisincj ahars to pride, and buying in provision for these 
wild devourers, the lusts of the flesh? Sober and good 
men of every denoniinalion observe wiih regret many evi- 
dences, and the shew of your countenances is one, of healtl\ 
and fulness of br^ad liaving spoiled your temper, and rcn* 
dered yo^ rude and haughty, and impaiient of all: rulo aM 
restraint. And I huye been long enough in the country 
lobe acquaiiited v/ith facts which warrant mc to say, that 
among, you rchuivc holiness is ready to die; and that, 
through want of ii.dcliiy, the name and the word of God 
is daily biasplicmed. Soma servants cannot be trusted. 
Some answer agniji, and double tlie fault with uncivil and 
isTamoral language.. Others, wlicn reproved, say, with vg 
stiff neck and a scornful eye, Pay us our wages* and wel 
shall be gone. The temper of Ezekiel's people is. break- 
ing out among ours. ''Tijty are impudent ch'iidren, and 
**sti{r-Ijcartcd«** In places planted and watered with the 
gospel, we lijehold thorns and briars sprin^yiivg up, and 
choking the seed whicl\ the ministry hc^t'n sown. When 
the best is a briar» and the most upright is sharper than a 
thornhedge, the day of visittvtion and perplexity cannot be 
far ofl\ Sons of Belml arc as iht>rns that must be thrust 
away, because they cam\ot be taken v/uh hands,, and xhG 
man that toucheth them must be fenced with iron and the 
fitafF of a spsar. Lilies and thorns grow together in our 
gardens, and wheat ?nd tares in our fields. But things 
accompanying salvation in some, should not, restrain us 
from raising our voice, and crying aloud in the hearing of 
all. Among men of high degree and men of low degree 
godliness is disappearing, and goodness, and righteousness, 
and truth, are perishing. The wrath of God being revj^al- 
ed from heaven against all ungodliness and iinrighteous-- 
ness of mem, our Situation must be alarming; and, if re-' 
form:^tion be not speedily revived .and eagerly pursued,, 
awful consequences will certainly follQW, 

I^icli and poor, master and servant, and all without ex^ 
cepiion, I exhort to acknpwicdge their iniquity; end^ 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, to implofo 
mercy and forgivejiess. Through this precious ^ blood' 
God isfaitUful andjusi to forg^ive us our sins and to cleanse 
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ws from all iimighteonsncss. If this exhorlalion be hUr 
r)5;uved in believing, endeavours will be exerted in holi- 
ness and reformation introduced into the manners and 
fimiiies of men. without deby. To new obedience unto 
lhe,Lord our God and Redeemer wc are bound by his law, 
allargd by his promises, led by his goodness, drawn by his 
love, and furnished and enabled by his Spirit. This obe- 
dience, which is the fruit of faith in. the blood of Christ, 
rnd ilie spii it and essence of gratitude fgr redeeming love, 
io of more account in the sight of God than rivers of oil 
i.nd thousands of rams: >'Cehold, to obey is better Ihao 
*-sacnike, and to hearken ^han the Hit of rams.*' <'I will 
^'praise the name of God with a song, I will magnify him 
Vwith thanksgiving. This aliall please ihc Lord better 
<Hhan an ex, or bullock, that hath horws and hoofs. Tlie 
'^liumblc shall see tl^ij and be gbd, and your heait ^^h^ll 
^'iive that seek God.** 

/•Your heart shall live that seek Godl" — Cpnsidcr these 
gracious words, O sinners.! Though under the curse, and 
<}cad io tin, and w it bout strength, you arc ablxi to rcatl, and 
to hear, and lo ihink; and though scripture doth not speak 
ur.to yen as-samls and as sons, it addresses you as sinncra 
and as men. . Is it not your duly to seek God? Is it not your 
interest to Ss>ek (iod? Are you not commanded to seek 
God? Are you not encouraged |o seek God? Have you 
not time to seek God? And do ycv^u not know ia whom to 
find God? God was, and is, and will be, in Christ reconci- 
ling the wtjrid to himself. We inswuct and exhort you 
to seek him in Christ, to seek him while he may be found,. 
£wd to call upon him w.hiie he is near. In Christ, and in 
i>cne else, God is to be founds BehoW encouragement 
held up tojTJu by Christ: <'Ask and it shiiU be given you, 
?':>cck and ye shall find, knock.and it shall be opened utito 
*you. For every one that asketh recciveth, and he that 
^'seeketii iindeth, and to himthat knocket!^ it shall be 
^opcngd."* 

. U not judgment already passed? True-— «^IVy the. of- 
('fence of o!\eL,judgmtnt came upon all men tocc*ndenma- 
*Kion." Doth not tlie curse hold sinners under "i^uili?— 
True— r*" Cursed is every one who continueth not in all 
^(hings which are written in the book of the law to df> 
^Uiem.** Is nol the law, which we have transgressed, 
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jusl? True — "The law is holy, and the commandment 
*«holy, just, and jjood.*' Are we not disabled for fulfilling 
Ihe righteousness of the law? True — You are "without 
"strength,*' aivl "dead in trespasses and sins.'* The law 
cannot justify the guilty, the ungodly, the unjust. Tru© 
—"By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justifi' 
"cd in the si^ht of God; for by the law is the knowledge of , 
"bin." And is not our State hopeless? 

Now, sit down to the Bible, pray, spell, read, hear, won'- 
der, believe. "For God so loved the world, that he gave 
"his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
"should not perish, but have everlasting life!*** "For what 
"the law could not do, in that it was weal; through the 
•<flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
"ilesh, and for sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
♦'righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.Vf. 
"Whom God bath set forth to be a propitiation through 
"faith in his blood, to declare his rrghteoasness for the re- 
" mission. of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
*'God. To declare at this time his righteousness, that 
"he might be just, and the justifier of him who bclie\^eth 
"in Jesus."! >'For Christ is- the end of the law, for righte- 
"ousness, to every one that bclieveth."§ "Fop he hath 
"made him to be sio for us, who knew no sin, that we 
<*might be made the righteousness of God in him."|i "For 
*'as by one man's- disobedience many were made sinners, 
"so by the obedience of one shall many be made righte- 
"ous. Moreover, the law entered that the offence might 
"abound, but where sin abounded grace did t»iich more 
"abound. That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
«might grace reign, ' through righteousness, unto eternal 
"life by Jesus Christ our Lord."1F "For fhe wages of fein 
"is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
"Christ our Lord/*** "For if by one man's offence death 
"reigned by one, much more they who receive abundance 
"of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in 
"life by one Jesus Christ."tt "For Christ hath once snfi 
"feredfoi* sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
"i^toGod."t^ 



^yohn. w\ 16, -fRom: vUL S, 4. \Rom, tii. 25, 26./ 
§/?om. jr. 4. 112 Cor. v. 21. %Ro7rt, v, 19, 20, 2Ii, 
**Rom. vi. 23.. tt/?om. v. 17. i^l Peter, iik ISS 
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•The state of Uie- f^uihy, the ungodly, the unjust, = is not 
hopeless. Read, Qainners, consider, hear, and believe 
these scriptures. Behold a foundation, a ibundation strong',, 
firm, and broad, sufficient tosuppoit the hope of the world; 
a foundation laid» not on sand^. lj»ut op rock;. not en tlic 
dishonour, but on the glory of the law, displaying 
the holiness and the love, the mercy and the righteous- 
ness of the Sovereij^, in justifying, sanctifying, and sa- 
ving the ungodly who believe in Jesus.. Unto them who. 
are built upon it there is no condemnation;, and to buihl 
iipoait all are hivited^ allare warranted^ all are comfnand- 
cd.. ''^This is his commandment, that we sliould believe^ 
"or tlie name of his Son Jesus Ciirist.'** 

But those sinnera only who were ehosen and ordained- 
t^ eternal life fihall be justified, sanctiiied, and sav^ and 
except we be among them we can never believe. True— — 
All tlie Father hath given to Christ come unto Christ, and 
as many as were ordained to eternal fefe believe/ In believ- 
ing, however, funners, who were elected and rcdeemed^c 
are drawn unto Christ, not by. a revelation of secret pur— 
poseS) but by the truth of open declarations. The book, 
of life and tlve book of scripture arc separate records. — 
God is the author of both^and sees that the open declara* 
lions of'^his word are pei'fectly consistent with the secret 
deterhiinations of his will. Diflkulties^ may appear to m%^ 
in these records; but this is most certain, that the door of 
faith is neilhor shut nor narrowed by election;. that, not* 
withstanding election, the world may enter, and that in en- 
tering, according to scripture, nothing is attempted con- 
trary to election. "As Moses lifted up the serpent- in th© 
"wilderness, so < must the Son of man be lifted^up: that 
(^whosoever bdicveth in him should not perish but have 
"eternal . life. For God so loved the world that - he gave 
^his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth* in him 
u«hould not perish^ but have everlasting life. For Gbd 
<^sent not liistSon into the world to condemn tlie worlds 
«^>ut that the world tbfottgh bite might be saved;**^' In 
testimony of our assurance that die written record which 
God hath given of hh Son is true, and worthy of all V- 
ceptation, we will say, Amen. 

* 1 John. iiu2Z. fJ^hn, iU. 15.-17. 
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Job xxxviii. 22,53. 

Blait thou entered into the treasures^)/ the snonv? or hasi 
thi)u seen the treasure* qfthe hail^ which I have reserv- 
ed against the time qftroutley against the day of hattle 
andvwr?. 

THE speech of which these wor^s area part was 
addressed unto Job. It was spoken by Goci, who is-plciir 
teous in mercy, and great in power; and hia power and 
mercy, mingling their glory, produced corre<ipondei)t de- 
fects on the ear anci^on the he^trt of that diseased and tor*- 
mented man. He heard it, not from the top of Sinai m 
lightning and thunder, nor from bct^vecn the clierubim ia 
aholycS holies, but out of a wliirlwind. A wlurlwind^ 
which leareth >he rooks, which overturneth the cuies, 
wiiich aweepeth the forests, and which breaketh the cedars 
in Lebanon and the ships ofTarshish, is a sensible em- 
blem of the majesty of the I^rd, whose power nothing, 
ean resist, and who out of a whirlwind speaks with the. 
same serenity and ease aa on a mercy-seat. 

The glorious Speaker, seated in whirlwind,; and through ' 
that i^esistless medium uttering his mind, delivereth him- 
self in the atyle and manner of Jehovah. Interrogation 
presses upon interrogation^ and one material wonder ap- 
pears after another, to express and bring under observa- 
tion the secreta of his wisdom, a))d the hiding of his povver;r^ 
the rights of his justice, and the wide and indisputable 
^r^ims of his sovereigiHy. ^^ Where waatthou when I laid 
iHhe foundations of the earth?— Whereupon are jiji foun^ 
<«dadons fastened, and who laid its corner-stone?— Who 

^Preached'Matck .1 TtS^ ^n ^ta^Un (^ ajsevtiff stortn. 
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"ahul Up the sea with doors, when it brake forth as if it 
**had issued out of the womb? — Hast thou commanded 
"the morning, and caused the day-s{>ring to know his 
"place? — Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea^ 
**and walked in search of the depth? — Have the gates of 
'*dcath been opened unto thee, or hast ihou seen the doats \ 

*'oflhe shadow of death? — HasMhou perceived the breadth 
"oflhe earth; declare if thou knowest it all?— Where is 
"ilie way to Ihc dwelling-place of the light; or knowest 
."ihou the paths that lead lo the land of darkness!" 

In some parts of scripture Jehovah is represented de- 
scending in clouds and tempests, and fixing for himself in 
the air a tent orpavilipn, where ihe elementary forces at- 
tend, and receive commissioRs and arms for the service in 
which each meteor, or element, is to be employed. An 
example of whatever is elegant and awful in this species 
of sublime composition, appears in the eighteenth- Psalm. 
The Lard cfthe elements bows the heavens, and, in an 
earthquake and hurricane, comes down iato the air; ancVj * 

seating himsell in dark waters and thick cMikH, dischai** 
gcsin the f;ice of his enemies thunderbolts, and hailstones, 
and coals of fire. In the same majesty and pomp of me- ! 

taphor, the air is the treasure^ or armoury, of Jehovah, I 

where snow and hail are coUeoted and laid up against a 
day of battle and war. "Hast thou entered into the trea- 
«^hail, which I have reserved against the tilnc of trouble, .. 
«^^surcs of the snow, or hast thou seen the treasures of the 
'^against the day of battle and w&rV* 'Since thou never 
wert in my treasures, nor ever saw the snow and haij laid 
up in my armoury, thou art unqualified to give judgment 
on my administration, and oughtest to rest. in this genersd 
principle, that whatever is done by my providence, is done 
wisely and justly, though my reasons and motives be high 
and incompreliensible.* 

Texts which have a special respect lo circumstances of 
an individual in a former age,, are of general use for re- 
proof and instruction to the church in every age. Our 
winter is extending itself into the spring, and its rigour is 
unusual and threatening. To accommodate the doctriqp- 
of the Sanctuary lo the appearances of providence, I have 
ixi^de choice of ,the worcls you have read, and frorti these 
have collecled the following theme of ^scourse: In the 
iUUBoafj of JehDvah ti:eaaures -of siK>w'aDd,hail arc re^ 
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Served against the lime of trouble, and against Ihe day of 
battle and war. We shall speak concerning these trea-» 
surcs which are in the annoiny of Jehovah; — concerning 
the lime of trouble and th« day of battle and war; — con- 
cerningtbe reservationof the treasures against such a time 
and such a day^; andjfinallyy concerning the inferences and 
uses of this text and themp of discourse^ 

We propose to speak of these treasures whitrh are mcn^ 
tioned in our text. ^ Though \^e never entered into them 
nor saw them, the account that Jehovah hath given of 
them will, through his blessing, ^ninisler to our instruct 
lion and comfoi t. Auend to the following observations: — 

/Yr^r, The treasures mentioned in the text are trea- 
sures of snow and hail. Snow is a collection of vapour, 
well known in this country. We often read concerning 
it in scripture; sometimes hear of it from distant places; 
and usually behold it every winter covering our hills and 
filling our vallies. That vapour, ascending from the 
earth and floating over pur heads in the air, descends icr 
ismall white flakes, is a sensible truth; but how the parti- 
cles of vapour condense and adhere, how they assume the 
shape, and the colour^ and the quality of spow, are ques- 
tions too high for us, and must be resolved into the will 
and power of God, "who saith to the. snbw, Be thou on 
<Hhe earth; and who gjveth snow like wool." No account 
is found in scripture of his using snow in administrations 
of justice; but though facts be not recorded, examples 
frequently appear in.tlie course of Proviclence. In falls of 
snow driftVd by strong winds, way- faring iRCn have been- 
lost, shjcpherds buried, and flocks of sbepp smothered. 
Small quantities of srtow are beneficial in many climates. 
But it is easy wilb the Lord, when prov6ked to anger by 
vlie iniquities of jnen, to draw Out ef his treasures, and 
throw down. a quairtiiy' that would .bury a whole kingdom, 
or keep it lying on the ground a length of time that would 
hinder the operations pfhu^iandry, anil bring on universal 
distress.— Hail is a body of cmxlenscd vapour, which is 
also well known. Dreadful is the execution which it hath 
done aiTiong the enemies of the Lord, when precipitated 
and thrown down in a. tempest. By a tempest of hail the- 
land of insolence and oppression was almost destroyed.—* 
^The hail smolcj throughout all the land of E>jypi, all that 
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^wasin tfeeiieM, both man and beast; and the hail smote 
"every herb oT the field, and brake every tree of iho 
•'field,"* In the wars of Joaliua, hailstones killed many 
of the enemies of Israel. <'fhc Lord' cast down great 
"stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they 
"died; they were more which died with Hailstones than 
**they whom the children of Israel slew with the swbrd."ir 
Ordinary hailstones are neither lart^e nor heavy; but it is 
easy with Omnipotence to swell tlie size, and make every 
sionc equal in weight to a talent. "There fell ujwn men 
"a |:;reat hail out of heaven, every stone about the woi|>ht 
"of a talent, and nu;n blasphemed God because of the 
"plague of the hail, for the pljfjue thereof was exceeding 
*'greai.*'4 A quaniity of vapour collected in a cloud, 
rounded and hardened into hail, and shot from the air, will , 
do more execution in a province artiong^ men, and cattle, 
and fruits of the ground, than an army with a train of ar- 
tillery; hence a tempest of hail appears among me'vaplior&"^ 
of an armed and destroying enemy. "Behold the Lonl 
"hath a mighty ami a strong one, which, as a tempest of- 
"hall and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters 
"overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand.**J 
Secondly^ The air is the store-house where snow and 
hail are collected and laid up. This luagmficent fabiic, 
the dimensions, of which are unknown^ is a -glorious effect 
of the wisdom and power of the Great Bntldcr. Story is 
founded upon story, and sphere raised over sphere. "He 
"that buildeth his*€tories in the heaveh, — the Lord is his 
"name."|| The vapour which asoends from the ends of 
the earth collects itself under his eye, and art his appoint- 
ment rests in the lower apartments of this vast fabric. Thi- 
therward the scveVd particles direct their flia;ht, and here 
they all arrive without losing, or even mistaking the way. 
No sooner do they.awive at the. place of their desiinaiionV. 
than tiansfurmatijans . and dispositions are made of which 
we arc able to give noijccount, and which arc known only by 
their effects. The sslf same Substance, exhaled from the 
earth, is moulded into different shapes, and treasured up 
in distinct apartments. One part is powdered into hoar- 
frost, and another wrought into flakes of snow^ a third is 
hardened into bail, while a fourth is beaten into plates of 

*Kxod,ix.25. ^Jo6h,x,\\.' ^Rev.x-ui: 2\. 
^Tsa. xxviii, 2. ||^.72. ice. 6. 
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ke. How variotis rnicl amazing, and worthy of observa- 
jlion, arc the opeiaiioDs of the Cieatorl At his command 
every exhalation appears, and without resisting his will, 
assumes the shape, and iilh the place, which he hath 
appointed. "He sendeth foith liis conimandment upon 
"earth, his word iHinneih very swifijy. He giveth snow 
**like wool, he sgatteroth the hoaf-frost like ashes. He 
"casteth forth his ice like morsels; wliocan stand before 
**hi3cold? He sendeth out his word, and melteth them; 
"he causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow."* 
"Praise the Lord from the earth— Fire and hail, snow and 
"vapour, stormy wind, fulfilling his word/'t 

Thirdhj^ The treasures of snow and hail arc under the 
care and direction of the Lord of heaveband earth. Oxer 
llvese his power is unUmited, and in and by these he doth 
whatsoever plcaseth him. The keys which open and lock 
the store-rooms of vapour are in his hand, as well as the 
keys of hell and of (Jeath. In the air Jehovah is sove- 
reign, and the disposition of the vapour stored in it is a 
jewel of his crown, an essential prerogative, of which he 
cannot divest himself. Prince of the power of the air is 
one of the titles of the god of this woj Id; but Ins juris- 
diction in this, and every other region, is limited and 
dependent. He cannot enter into the stores of vapour, 
nor draw out of these a single nveleor without permis- 
sion and power? from above. Wheil leave was given 
he brought fire from heaven that consumed \\\% sheep 
and the savants of Job, and a whirlwind from the wilder- 
ness which buried his sons and his daughters in their el- 
dest brother's house; but he could neither bring down a 
flash of lightning, nor raise abbst of »'iftd, till the Lord 
said, "Behold, alltbat he hath is in thy power." Were 
his powers absolute and iinlimited, could he enter into the 
treasures of the air-, and draw out -sn^w and hail at his 
pieasuie, wliat devastation would be made x)n earthi or 
were these stores evenin the power of man, we could ex- 
pect. nothing but vexation and misery. The supremacy 
of Jehovah-over the clouds is our faith and our comfort.-— 
In chastising .and reducing rebels and enemies he sohie- 
-times uses vopout' and ;meteors, but he iises these in nxea- 
4Ure, and does not make a full end. 

^F$tlL cxlviu 15—18. t Aa/» cxlviiu 7, 8. 
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Fourthlt/j These treasures are inaccessible to man.'— 
•The questions conceniing them which were put to Job are 
strong assertions of this observation. "Hast thou eniered 
**into the treasures of the snow, or hast thou seen ll>e tr*ca- 
"sures of ihe hail?" Thou never hast. In a momunt of 
Vanity Hezekiah admitted the ambassatlors of Babylo.n in- 
to his treasury, and shewed iJiem all the stores of his king*- 
dom. But Jehovah hath a treasury into which he doth not 
admit the heirs of his kingdom, or rather into which the 
heirs are incapable of entering. Like himself, his trea- 
sures in the air are not visible to the naked eye, nor com- 
prehensible by the created mind. Men of genius and lear- 
liing have speculated concerning these, and written many 
things which may. be naturally true, but, after all the disco- 
^•ei'ics made by investigation and instruments, his aerial 
treasures are unsearchable and inaccessible. Are there 
secrets in the air which we cannot discover, and operailons 
in that istore-house of 'vapour which we are not able to 
explain— Why do men of penetration stumble at myste- 
ries in religion, or reject truths which God hath revealed, 
because these ar^ not Comprehensible by reason? Canst 
thou, presumptuous man, "canst thou by searching find 
"out God? canst thou find out the Alrrughty unto perfec- 
"lion?" His works-are longer than the earth, and broad- 
er than the sea; higher than licaveti, and deeper than hell. 
In the heavens above, in the earth beneath, and in the wa- 
fers under the earth, "he doth great things and tinsearch- 
^<ubiej yea, and wonders without number." 

According to our method of discoursing, we proceed to 
speak concerning the tir»e of trouble, and the day of bat- 
tle and war mentioned in the text. The lime of trouble 
is not a period different from the day of battle and war.— • 
There may indeed be trouble when there is not war^ but a 
day of war is always a time of trouble. Both terms there- 
fore denote one period at which the Lord opens his trea- 
sury in the air, and draws out of it snow and hail to afilict 
inan and beast, and to reduce and punish enemies and re- 
bels against his law and government. In speaking of 
himself, and of the operations of his power and wrath, Je- 
hovah accomniodates expression to the capacities of me# 
unto whom his language is directed. Trouble, battle, and 
waT) are tcrm$ with which we are acquaint^d^ and 4liey . 
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are used in describing the operations of his power and 
wrath, because these operations produce effects updn 
earth similar to the effects of.a time of trouble, and a day 
of battle and war, and because snow^and hail, drawn out 
of his treasury, are weapons of indignation with which his 
providence fights against the foolish, the froward, and the 
rebellious. Concerning these operations of his power and 
wrath, which he describes by the terms trouble, battle, 
and war, the following particulars may be observed and 
illustrated: — 

Firsiy Rebellion is tlie cause of thes^ operations. The 
Lord is king over the earth, and to him subjection and obe- 
dience are due from all its inhabitants. Justice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne, and goodness, mercy, 
and trut^, are displayed through his reign. In the misery 
of liis subjects he hath no pleasure, and doth not proclaim 
war, nor opeabis armoury, until rebellion be found in 
some of the provinces of his kingdom. "They rebelled, 
**.and vexed his Holy Spirit; therefore he was turned to 
"be their enemy, and he fought against them."* ^ In the 
present season, the Lord is appearing as an enemy and a 
tnan of war. His northern treasury, which used at this' 
day of the year to be shut up and sealed, is still wide open, 
covering us with snow and battering us with hail. Of these 
hostilities rebellion is the provoking cause. The existence 
of rebellion in our island against the Lord, the God of the 
whole earth, cannot be denied. Enemies and rebels are^the 
real characters of multitudes in this generation. By some 
his being, and providence arc not acknovrledged, and by 
others the revelation of his will is rejected, while the 
great body of the nation walk after the imagination of their 
own hearts, and trample under their feet every one of his 
righteous and holy commandments. In many families he 
is not worshipped and glorified, and in others hypocritical 
and dead forms of devotion are presented, without spirit 
and truth, without the name of the Lord Jesus, and with* 
opt the exercise of faith, and love, and holy fear. Ordin- 
ances, appointed in his word, and commanded to be re- 
ceived and observed by all, are despised and deserted. His 
great and glorious name is abused in vallies, and blas- 
phemed anu)ng hills, and the day which he has set apart . 

*Isa» Ixiii, 16, 
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for hifnsdfis turned into a clay of private business, ami do- 
mefclic pleasure. Sensualivy, ingraliiude, and pride; lying, 
and deceit, and covetousness, w^ich is idolatry, are stains 
in the national chaA'actcr, and proofs of disobedience and 
rebellion, which are open to all, and can be denied by none. 
When therefore, we ascribe to rebellion, we ascribe to 
their proper cause these hostilities which the Lord of the 
elements is carrying on against cur land, nor should re- 
bellion be deemed a harsh and unsupported charge. Eve- 
ry unbeliever is an enemy to, his Makeq and a rebel a- 
gainst the wilt of his Sovereign. "Hear, O heavens, and 
"give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken: I have nou- 
"rished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
"againt me.'** **For there is no faithfulness in their mouth, 
<Uheir inward part is very wickedness, their throat is an 
<*open sepulchre, they flatter with their tongue. Thou 
"shalt destroy them, O God; thou shalt effuse them to fall 
"by their own counsels, and cast them out in the multitude 
"of their tran9gressions, for they have rebelled against 

«thee."t / 

Secondly^ These operations of the power and wrath of 

God, which he describes by the words trouble, battle, and 
war, are ^penal operations, or punishments of rebellion 
against the kws of his kingdom. If man had continued iti 
subjection and obedience to his Creator and Governor, the 
earth would never have been troubled and barrassed from 
the air, swept with hurricanes and whirlwinds, nor con- 
vulsed and torn by earthquakes. But conspiracy and re- 
bellion being found in him, the curse began immediately 
to operate, and arm^d every element to attack him as an 
enemy. Falls of snow and tempests of hail are undoubted 
consequences of the intemperate and hostile state into 
which the elements are thrown by the curse, and thought 
by adjusting the measure and regulating the season, in the 
ordinary course of his providence, the goodness of God 
turns tfsese material evils into benefits, on other occasions 
his justice converts them into weapons of indignation, and 
uses them in punishing and crushing his enemies. "They in^ 
^'tended evil against thee, they imagined a mischievous de* 
"vice which they are not able to perform. Therefore shaft 
^t^ou make them turn their back, when thou shalt maka 

*f4a. i. 2. fPsaL v. 9, 10^ 
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«iready thine arrows upon thy strings against the Face of 
"theuj."* The penal nature of material evils is a consider- 
ation \7hich unbelievers have removed out of their sight. 
Under this consideration they do not think of these evils at 
all, and never hear it suggested without offence and deri^ 
sion. Among them all such emergencies are supposed ta 
be unfortunate contingencies, that are under the direction 
of no providence^ and have no connexion with the guilt and 
demerit of men. Scripture however uniformly represents 
these as operations of the wrath and power of God, and as 
punishments which he inflicts upon rebellious nations. By 
our iniquities we provoke him to withhold good things, 
and to send upon us evil things. 

Thirdly^ These operations of his wrath and power, io 
describing which he uses the terms trouble, battle, and 
war, are just and holy proceedings against the rebellious. 
When Jehovah enters into war, the motto of his standard, 
like the voice from the altar, is, "Even so, Lord God Al- 
**mighty, true and righteous arc thy judgments." Rebel- 
lion is a complication of wickedness; and rebels, who re- 
ject an indemnity and refuse to listen to overtures of mer- 
cy,^ must be subdued and crushed by war. The punish- 
tneiH of the sword they deserve, and to their stt^bbornness 
the miseries which follow must be charged. Mercy be* 
ing refused, military execution, under the authority of the 
Sovereign, is necessary and just. The plan of pardonin;r 
rebels, and reconciling enemies, to the praise of the glory 
cf the grace ^nd righteousness of God, was moved by his 
wisdom before the foimdation of the world, and in the ful- 
ness of time executed by his only begotten Son. A copy 
of it, with every ingenuous and persuasive motive to sub- 
xnis^on, is laid befoi'e us in holy scripture; and by the 
glprious gospel, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, proclamation is made in the hearing of 
every enemy, that the Lord is good and ready to forgive. 
This plan, with the ministry of reconciliation founded up- 
on it;, is rejected by the unbelieT of the generation; and, in 
resentment of the affront, the Lord is setting the elements 
in battle array against us, and, from his armoury in the 
north, discharging upon our rebellious land heaps of snow 
And moi scls of ice. Is not this war justf Were there no 

^FaaLxxu 11, 12. 
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Other acts of rebellion provable against us, unbelief would 
jusiiFy the Sovereign in having recourse to^rms. Uobe- 
lief, though it may pass without censure or notice in a 
system ol morality, scripture declares to be a capital crinve* 
Unbelief rejects the testimony of God concerning his Ue- 
loved Son, and treats him as a liar. Unbelief despises the 
I'ighteousness and blood of Christ, and affronts him in all 
his offices. Unbelief does despite unto the Spirit of grace, 
and attempts to counteract his gracious operations. Un- 
belief instigates sinners to idolize themselves, and to build 
hope of eternal life upon their own performances. Unbe- 
lief renounces, and scorns, and, turns the back upon the„ on- 
ly way to heaven that the wisdom of God has revealccPf 
and every unbeliever, however civilized and refied in his 
manners, is a rebel, and an object of wrath: ^^He that be* 
"iievcth not is condemned already, and the wrath of God 
*'abideth on him." Upon a signal from Jehovah every 
meteor is ready to attack him, -according to- the sentence 
under which he is lying. 

We proceed now to speak concerning the reservation' of 
the snow and tl>e hail in the treasure^ of the Lord. In 
the expression there is a greatness becoming the majesty 
of the Speaker, and the state and grandeur of the Sove- 
reign. <I who am Lord over all; I who do according to 
my will in heaven, earth and sea; I whose judgments are 
unsearchable, and whose ways are past finding out; I who 
put in commission every element, and speak from the 
whirlwind; I, even I, have reserved.' "Who shall not fear 
**thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name; for thou only att 
"holy; for all nations shall come and worship before thee; 
**for thy judgments are made maiiifest,'** The following 
particulars will help us to understand the subHme ex- 
pression, which the Lord of all usea concerning bis own 
operations:— 

Ftraty The vapour, which fills the treasures of the snov 
and the hail, is raised, collected, condensed, and stored^ by 
the power of God. All that is in tliese treasures ascends 
from the earth and the water below. The ascent of the 
light and volatile particles of matter, called vapour, is not 
tl^e effect of energy in themselves. It is the effect of a 

*i?f II, XV, 4i 
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kiw Which tUe Creator establislied, aad which derives its 
force frotn his efficient concourse. "He causeth the va^ 
^pours to asceinl IVom the ends of the earth.''* Collecting, 
condcMin^, and Coring, or laying'up these vapours, are 
not fortuitous operations, performed among themselves 
without hitention or design. 'According to the philosophy 
^of Scriptu4'e,in which God is all in all, these are the mo- 
tions-ami opeVations of tlie Creator, who hmldeth his sto* 
lies iiv the heavens, and layeth np the depth in store-hous- 
es ovjdr our heads; and these are the expedients and mea* 
aufes of the Sovereign, in filling his armoury, and prepar- 
lag himself fdr crushing rebellion, and for compelling 
lebels and enemies to humble tiiemselves before him, and 
to ackn^bwledge the supremacy of his will, the equity of his 
providence, and the holiness of his law. 

■ Socdindly^ The treasures, which are filled and stored by 
the pow^r of God, ai*e poised and balanced by his wisdom. 
<« Hearken oBto this, O Job, stand still and consider the 
"wortdrous works of God. Dost thou know when God 
"disposed them, and caused the light of his cloud to shine? 
*<Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, tlie won- 
"drous works of him who is perfect in knowletlge?"t 
These wondrous nvorks are executed according to a de- 
termined and precoiH:eived plan. In breadth, and length, 
and height, the store-houses of vapour correspond to the 
dtmetiaions in* the mind of the only-wise and all-compre- 
hending Architect.- God, who set a compass upon the 
fsce of the depth, measures the clouds above, and stretch- 
es out emsr them the line of regularity and the plummit of 
perfection. The quantity of stores laid op in each cloud 
* is^ measured. All thatus useful is coHeoted, and nothing 
unnecessary is fbtind. He weighed' the mountains in 
scales and the hills in a balance, and is equally exact in 
))alancit)g the clouds and ascertaining the weight of the 
treasury that fioats in the air- Upon what pillars is it sup- 
ported? by*what cords is it suspended? with what springs 
and wheels is it lifted up and moved?* Here, and every 
where, God is all. «*^It is tui*ned roundabout by his coun- 
"sels, thtit they may do whatsoever he commandeth them 
*Hipon the face of theworld in the earth. He causeth it to 

^PsaLcxxxv. 7, ^Job, xxxvit, 1 4, 1 5; ^6^ 
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^'comcy whether Geh* correcUoD} or for his land^ or for 

"mewy."* 

Thirdly^ The snovf and thehoil-are detainedni'tho trea'- 
sores until the time of trouble and the^day of batUe and 
war. Princes, who know the rebellious disposition of tlieia* 
subjeclfty provide ihetnselves with arms^andiniiitary stores, 
to disperse insurrections against the^w, and suppress re- 
bellions against the crowiw With the rebeUiotis state of 
his dominions upon the earth the Lord is perfectly ao- 
.^uainted. From the place of his^habitaUon helooketh xxp- 
on all the inhabitants of the earth. He is present every 
^ here, >and beholds the evH «nd the good- The-meeiings 
of the rebels are held tuider. hiseyei. Tiie plots against 
his government are formed in hisr presence.. Hie hard' 
s()eechc8 of ungodly sinners-are spoken in his hearing, and 
before him the lurking-piacea of iniquity are naked and 
open. ''His eyes- behold, his eye-lids try"— behold and 
uy not the laorks only> but ''the heart and reins of the 
Mchildi*en of men." W htte treasenable 'practices' are. go- 
ing on, the Lord doth not leave himself wiihout witness- 
among the rebellious. He gives rain from heaven, and 
jvlls the hearts of enemies withfoodand gladness. In the 
holy scriptures- he places beibre them the covenant of 
peace, and by the ministry of reconciiiation encourages 
tliem to submit to his mercy* Jiut when these gracfeus- 
overtures are rejected and scorned, he changes hi» roea- 
sures,.and« after the manner of men, prepares for war. 
From the endsof tbeearthand the surface of the sea va- 
pours are raised, condensed, laid up^. and detained in hia^ 
treasures-untikthe day* in which Jie hath determined to be- 
gin the battle, and to cause judgment to be heard from 
heaven. 'Our God shall come, and shall not* keep 
''silence; a fire shall devour befove hiB),iAnd it shall be ve» 
^'ry tempestuous round aboHt, him. He shall csfll to the 
"heaven^ from above^ and to the earih^that he m)ay judge 
'<his people* Gather my sainta together uirto me, those 
'^that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And'thft 
'^^ heavens shall declare his^ighteousnesa;. for God is judges 
"himself; Selah."t 

From the text, and the illustration which jxxx have*new 
heard of it, the following inferences are obvious and int^r«- 

-^Jbb. xxxviL 12^ 13. \P8ttl, L 3, 4, 5, Jt 
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ih>g: — \sCy In waF from heaven the inhabitants of the 
earth are the aggressors. Naturally men are haters of 
God; and by enmity and disob^dienee, by oVert acts of 
treason and rebellion^ re|>eated and muhiplied withoot 
-number, and without cause, provolce him to take ap arms, 
and fight '-against u» in the o]9eraiions of* his providence*. 
Ifi distressing^ families of men,atvl starving and burying 
herds'of caitie, the Most High hath no pleasure at all. 
Suspicions of bis taking pleasure ii¥ calamity and desola- 
tion are offensive and di^onorabte to his goodness; and 
when we* behold a war of desolation from heaven begun, 
the causes must be aillowed to originate amongst mir* 
selves. Insurrection against ihe King of kings has been 
made in our island, and rebellion and sedition have been 
found In our cities and villages. We have procured this^ 
distress unto ourselves; and, by the dispensations of provi- 
dence and the ministry of the sanctuary, proclarnation is- 
made in the hearing of every- ear, <*Thine own wickedness 
f^shali cotvect thee^and- thy^ baekstidihga shall reprove 
<(th€e; kno\; therefore and see, that it i» an evil thing and 
<«b»tter that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy G^, and thdt 
^tny fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts**'* 

2dhfi Provoking the* Lord of hosts to battle is the foliar 
of wickedness* Are we - stronger than omnipotence, or 
able to coniend with the Power who^eommands the ar- 
niee of ieaven, and who enlists »k! employs in his ser- 
vice the force of. every, element? Before him, kings, and 
greilt men, and mighty men, thlit canse terror in the land 
of the livings are gra^oppers and worms. Worm may 
challenge worm, and grashopper may fight' grashopper, or 
one potsherd of the earth strive with another^ but woe un- 
to that^man who Btriveth with his Maker. We cannot pre- 
Tail'overhitii.bystrength, nor can we deceive him by strat- 
.agelDf nor soq>ri»e hhn unprovided. He is always pre- 
pared. The treasurea^of his wraih are never empty, ami 
theartnies'bf hb power ar&nevei»dtsbanded. ^Db we pro- 
. **vdke the Lord to jealousy, are we stronger than he?**! 
TiH we be slronger th^n he, it is not simply wickedness, 
bet the folly of wickedness, to provoke him to jealousy;, 
^;f«for by ttrength shall no man prevail.**^ : 

^JcrM. 19. tl Cor. x, 25.. \\ Sam. w. a 
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Hdly^ <<RebelUon is as the siniof wttclicraft.*^ Samuel 
{xfonouiicetl this judginertt concerning the rebellion of n 
prince against the G^d of Israel ^ and hk judgment \9^ ac- 
cording to troth. Bythelawof the God of lieaven ami 
eaKb the former is exprea'sif prohibited as \v^li a« the 
.kttter. Nor doth the whole resemblance lie. ihere. Were • 
not men witched by the deceitful ness of sin, and seduced 
by the father of Hes^ they could not rebel against tlie m\i 
of Gody nor lift arms tox>v«rturnhis throne* Chir rebei* 
Hon is .wholly unprovoked. The Uw of tlvs Lord is hohr^ 
kjst and^^ood, and hath nothing in k to aihenate our heans 
from his govemment; The a<lministratio& of his provi* 
dcnce is without tyranny and oppression, and- full of truth, 
and righteousness, ^and goodness: '^The Lord is goed to 
**alU and his tender i-Bercles arc over aU his works.'* Un- 
der the prinoe9> i>f this world there may be grieyanees^ 
and subjects may have something to say £}r -a change of 
administt*ation; but with respect ta the government of 
God every mouth ia stepped: " What iniquity^liave -yoiir 
**falhers found in me?^** ♦*(> my. people, what h*vc I 
••done unto thee> and wherein have I wearied thee, tealify 
•♦against me?'*t "O house of Israel, is not my way equal, 
"are not your wa)rs unequal?"^ ^Have f been a wilder- 
"ness unto Israel, a land of darkness? wherefbm say my 
"people, We are lords, -we will come no more- amo 
*^thec?'*^ Besides, it ianot a rdx^Hion in one-age, -but. Hie 
rebellion of all ages,* From Uie time in which man.^re- 
voUed in paradise to this* day the world, and particularly 
the enlightened paii of it,'^has been in a slate of rebel)le». 
No measures of goodness and love have ejctingiushed the 
alienation of metr,abd united them in obedieoce.and suIn 
jection to God. Uport the rebela the sun hath dhkied and 
the rain hath descended; but, though etiHghtened and wa- 
tered by heaven, tho^rgh filled, and cfa}t^d,atKfiRraniied, 
with one fruitful season after another, they are ftili in arms 
against the Father and the Sovereign of aii The mission 
df his beloved and oaly begotten. Son, and the kind offices 
in the ministry of reconciliation wbicb follow^ it, are reject- 
ed by the disobedient atKirebelliotts world; and the core- 
/iiaBt of peace through his blood, with all. the beaefiu of 

*Jer. it, 5. f^M, vi. 3. 
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itf though attested by the Spirit of truth, is reviled and 
trodden under foot, as if it were a cunningly devised fable^^ 
Wonderful is the goodneis, and forbeai-aoce, a tul long- 
suffering of God! Why are not the rebels exterminated 
and the world consumed? One reason is, tiie elect's sake^ 
and another is, the Sovereign is God and not num. 

4M/y, Humbling ourselves under the mig-hty hand of 
the Lord, and taking hold of the covenant df peace, Is pre- 
sent duty and true wisdom. This we are invited, encou- 
raged, and commanded to do, by the -Sovereign against 
whom we have rebelled. Hearken unto the voice of his 
word, O enemies, and accept the overtures of his mercy. 
The d';)y of grace is far spent, and the night is at hand, in 
which an endless tempest and an eternal war shall com- 
mence: ^^Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and 
<< brimstone, and an horrible tempest; this shall be the por- 
"tlon of their- cup,"* The «word of the warrior is sheath ] 
ed, and the armies of our enemies are disbanded; but a 
trumpet is sounding in the dispensations of Providence, 
and a war is threatened in a tempestuous season. Sno\y 
and hail, which the Lord reserves against the time of trou- 
ble, against the day of battle and war, are poured upon u^^ 
from his treasures in the north, at a day in which sowers 
used to be casting in the seed, and young men to be har- 
rowing the vallies after them. These are uncommon oc- 
currences, and present to us a gloomy and threatening;^ 
aspect. But let us not despond. There is encourage- 
xnent for intercession, and opportunity for submission.-— 
The Lord of the seasons, and the commander of the ele- 
ments, is a gracious and merciful Sovereign. Who can 
tell if he will sound a retreat, turn and repent, and say. It 
shall not be? We hear that he is a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness, and re^ient- 
eth him of the ev^. 

''Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the house 
''of Israel are merciful kings; let us, I pray thee, j^ut 
"sackcloth upon o\it loins, and ropes upon our heads, and 
"go out to the king of Israel, peradventure he will saye 
<Hhy life. So they girded sackcloth upon their loins, and 
"put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, 
"and saidy Thy servant Benhadad saith, I pray thee let me 
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*^livc." Whatever might be in a report that the kin:^s of 
the house of Israel wei'e merciful kiiii»s^lhe repji't that 
the God of Israel is the merciful God is not uncertain' 
hearsay, but a faithful saying, and wc^ithy of alt accepta-' 
tion. . Before Moses "he passed by, and proclaimed, Tlie 
"Lord, the Lord God merciful an4 gracious, long-suffer- 
"ing, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy^ 
"for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin.!' 
The truth proclaimed in this solemn manner is unqties- 
tionable, and reported to the world by the ministry of re- 
conciliation, with the witness and testimony of the Holy 
Ghost. Upon it ap^plicaiions for mercy are groundedr 
"Thou, O Lord, art a God .full of compas^oa and gra- 
"cious, long-sufFering and plenteous in mercy and truth, 
"O turn unto me, and. have mercy upon me.'** Counsels 
und exhortations to the guilty and rebellious rest on the 
same foundation: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
"the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return un- 
"to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to 
"our God, for he will abundantly pardon."t And, accor- 
ding to the proclamation, mercy hath been shewed to the 
worthless and ill-deserving: "Our fathers dealt proudly, 
"hardened their necks, and refused to obey. But thou 
"art a God ready to pardon, gracious and nverciful, slow 
^*to anger, and of great kindness, and foraookest them not;, 
"-^according to thy manifold mercies thou gavest them 
"saviours; — many times didst thou deliver them, accord- 
"ing to thy mercies,— for thy great mercy's sake tliou 
"didst not utterly consume them npr forsake them, for 
"thou art a gracious and merciful God.**J Why is the 
sound of ra«rcy in this confession of the Levites so clear» 
so loud, so melodious, and repeated so fervently? To as- 
certain a trutli, that the God of Israel is the merciful 
God? More is intended. The glory of his mercy ap- 
pearing in the record of his administration overcomes re- 
sistance, subdues the enmity of the heart, and, through 
the death of Christ, reconciles the enemy to God. 

Do the justice and holiness of God appear against the 
offer of pardon, and the communication of mercy to re- 
bels and enemies? -^No. Through the obedience, death,, 
and intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ, justice and hoh- 

^FaaU Ixxxvl. 1 5^ 1 6^ tit*. Iv^ 7. ^N'ch. tjc.. 
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"^ness not only give way to the exercise of mercy, but go 
along, increase tbe splendour of the triumph, and glorify 
themselves in the highest. "Unto ihe Lord our God 
'^belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have re- 
^'belled ag:ainst him." Some of the mcst stubborn and re- 
bellious have obtained mercy: Paul was apprehended with 
arms in his hands, pardoned, and reconciled. And all have 
access to plead for mercy: "Now is the accepted time, 
"now is the day of salvation." "We pray you, in CJhrist's 
"stead, be ye reconciled to God: For he hath made him 
^<to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be 
"made the righteousness of God in him." "For what the 
<Mavv could not do, in that it was weak through the fiesh, 
'^od,. sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
"and fo;* sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous- 
^'ricss of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not af- 
^<ter Ihe flesh but after .the Spirit." 
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THE KA.ME OF THE LORD A FLEA FOR TfiMFOftAXi 

BLESSINGS. 



Jeremiah xiv. 7* 

O Lordy though our iniquities testify against us^ do thou 

for thy names sake, 

I N the administration of Pfbviclence the work of the 
Lt)rcl is honorable and glorious. Of every operation his 
glory is themotiveand end. '<Ofhini,and {hroughhim,and 
**to him, are all things," Often, however, in this adminis- 
tration, and especially in the material part, where secondary 
causes operate, the glory of the Lord is not beheld and ador- 
ed. The operations are seen and felt by all. The hand 
of the Operator is perceived and regardedby few. To 
renro^^ this grossness of heart, and to manuest the glory 
of the Lord in all his works^ the holy writings represent 
the operations of secondary causes as his operations; and, 
concerning these, furnish facts and observations which suit 
the diversified complexion of his dispensations in every 
age. 

Under the ministry of Jeremiah a drought reduced the 
land of Judah to great distress. From the third cliapter 
of his prophecy it appears to have begun toward the latter 
part of the reign of Josiah; and, after the death of that 
great and good man, to have continyied some years with 
more or less severity. Oftener than once or twice the 
prophet mentions, or alludes to this calamity. In the be- 
ginning of the chapter where our text stands, its severity is 
described in strong and affecting expressions. The no- 
bies were confounded, and covered their heads, because 
there was no water. The plowmen were ashamed, and 
covered their heads, because there was no rain in the earth. 
The .hiods calved in the^fieldf and forsook their youngs 
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because there was. no grass. The wild asses, unable to 
endure the heat, ran to thg hills, and snuffed up the wind 
like dragons. The gates t>f every city languished, and 
became black unto the ground. Judah mourned, and the 
cry of Jerusalem went up to heaven. 

fn this extremity Jeremiah, a sincfere but persecufed 
friend of his country, applied to the Lord in prayer. Con- 
cerning the captivity he had been forbidden again and again 
to make intercession. The Lord had determined to send 
that 'disobedient and rebellious generation to Babylon, and 
prohibited the prophet to interfere with his prayers and 
supplications. But wit^ respect to the drougtat and ih'e 
famine Jeremiah was at liberty, and w«nt' humbly and 
boldly to the tbroQe of grace for turning away these" ca- 
lamities. "O Lord, though our iniquities testify against 
**us, do thou for thylname's sake.'* 

Doctrine. In the f|ce of , iniquity the name of the 
Lord is our plea . for temporal good things. -t-Wfe shall 
spe^ concerning temporal good things; concerning' otit 
ploa for these; concerning our pleading it in thetace of ini* 
quity; and conclude with directions and exhortations. 

We begin with tempocal good things. None indeed arc 
particularised by Jeremiah. AH that he asks is comprised in 
these emphatical words. Do thou. But any one who o|)-. 
serves the context may see what the prophet wouK)>h^ve.' 
He would have dew, and rain, and fruitful seasons, for the 
preservation of man and beast. On this part of our sub- 
ject we shall lay before you the following considerations. 
J^irsty Temporal good things pertain tb the present life. 
Some good things an^e eternal. We enter to the posses- 
sion of them in time, but they follow us into heaven, and 
wilfbe enjoy eiTthroiigh eternity. The good things which 
are temporal are not of this sort. 3^hcse are peculiar^ to 
this life, and will not follow men iQto that which is to come. 
*^Meats for the beily^ and the belly for meats, but God shall 
■<<destroy both it and tiiem.*** Meats were*crcated to bo 
received with thanksgiving, for. the nourishment of the 
animal body, and the animal body is formed for receiving 
and digesting meats. But this constitution is only tem- 
poral, and an end will be put to it by Gcyl who gave ita^ 

f I Cor. vu 13.*- 
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beginning. The relation of meats to the body, and of the 
body to meats, will be soon dissdlved. In heaven we shall 
neither hunger nor thirst, and since we look for a body 
without animal appetites, duty, interest, and honor, cali on 
us to keep' these appetites of o|ir present body under sub- 
jection. ' * . 

Secondly^ In the present life temporal good things are 
necessary. Without a. competent portion of these men 
^nnot live. Meat, and drink, and^ raiment, are necessary 
not only to the comfort, but to the subsistence bf^our lives^ 
The bodyi which is the workmanship of Cxod, must be fed 
and clothed; and bow great is his goodness in providing 
for it things that are needful! Let heaven, and earthy'^and 
«eas, praise the Lord. All creatures in these he b able t6 
sustain. The fowls of the air, from the eagle to the spar- 
row; the fishes of the sea, from the leviathan to the oyster; 
the beasts of the earth, from ttie lion to the lamb; and 
men, from the head which wears a crown to the hand that 
receives an alma, are fed alid clothed at the expense of the 
Father and Lord of the creation. ^^These wait all upon 
<Uhee, that thou mayest give them their meat in due sea- 
«*son. That thou givest ttiem tjhey gatiter. Thou openeat 
"thine hand, they jare ^lled with 'good."* 

Thirdly^ Temporal good things are premised. Till 
the purpose of Goid, according to election, be accomplish- 
ed, the preseiu frame of the world, in the-riches of his 
goodness, forbearance, and long-sufTcring, must be up- 
held; and promises of upholding, and the means of up- 
holding it, are made to Christ, for the sake of his body, the 
elect and redeemed: "I will give thee for a covenant of 
^the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the 
^desolate heritages.*'! Earthly and temporal good tiling 
together with spiritual blessings, are delivered by the Fa- 
ther into his hand: << Air things are delivered unto me of 
<«my Father."! "The Father tevcth the Son, and hath gi- 
^<ven all things into his hand;"§ and "gave him to be head 
^^over all things to the church, which is his body, the ful- 
«<ness of him that iilleth all in all/1| "I will hear, saith the 
*<'Lrord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear'the 
^<earth, and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and 
^Hhe 0)1, and these siiall hear JezreeL*1[ 

♦Ptffl/. civ. 27, ^8« ^Is<t.xlix.%'. \Matt;xi^^7. 
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Jfourthlyy Ten||poral good thii^ are produced by tho 
pow'er and good'ness of God) operating in matei ial and se« 
condary causes^ The heavens and the earth, the aurif rai% 
the de^, and th^ air^ have not th« power of vegetation and 
fertility in /themselves. . They are merely instruments by 
trkicb the pc/^er of God is esterted. In ^ v«i»e below our 
teyt, Jeremiah brings this under our observation. ^'Are 
**there^among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 
*<rai|), or can the heavens of tbemlelves giVe'showers? Art 
<fnqt thou he, O Lord,^''who causeth rayi and giveth show* 
evs? <'Therefor« we wHI wsdt upon thee, for thou hast made 
<<al] these things!*' To this truth men are naturally inatten« 
tiv^nd blind; and scripture, fgreseeing^ our inattention 
%ad blindness, furnishd^ Remedies and antidotes, and sets 
before us. the power of God animating and giving effect 
to the whole process of material operation. 'VThou visit- 
<<est the earth, and vvaterest it, thou greatly enrichest it 
"with the river of €rod," which is full'^of water; thou pre- 
<< pa rest them corn, when thoo hast so provided for it« 
<*Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly, thou set- 
<<tlest the furrows thereof, tliou makest it soft witfi show- 
*<ers, thou blessest the springing thereof. Thou crownest 
•the year with- thy goodness, and thy paths drop fatness. 
<tThey drop ujpon the pastures of the wilderness, and the 
••little hills rejoice on ever^ side. The pastures are cloatb- 
^ed with flocks,'the vallies also are covered with corn^ 
*<they ^out for joy, they also ding."* "Sing unto the 
"Lord, v^ith thanksgivingy sing praises upon the harp unto 
"our God. Who co^ereth the heavens with clouds, who 
"^repareth rain for the earth, yrho maketh grass grow up- 
<^op the mountsans. He giveth to the beast his food, and 
"igeat to the youQg ravens which cry.*'t "O Lord, how 
"manifold are thy works; in wisdom hast thou mf^de them 
"all, the ea^rth-is full of thy richesl"| 

Fifthly^ Temporal good things are turned away by eup 
iniquities: "Thou hast polluted the land with thy whore^ 
•<dom^ and with thy wickedness; therefore the showers 
"have been withholden, and there hath beenno latter 
"rain."§ "Neither say they in their hearl. Let us now 
^^fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former 

'SPaal Ixv. 9—13. ^PaaL cxlviU 8^ 9r 
\P9aL tiv. 34. jvTm iiu 2, % 
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*<and^ the fotter in his season, he i^esfcrveth^ unto us th» 
"pointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have tunii- 
^^ed away these things, ai\d your sins have witbholden good 
"things from you: For among my people are ^ouiidwick- 
«ed mcn/'*^ Our island is defiled with the.wtekcdncssof 
its inhabitants, anti amongst us are found wicked men. By 
these the good things df|he spring are tufrned away,fi3d 
our ears filled vpth thel^wling ^shepherds, instead of the 
tinging of birds. * * 

^Sixthly y Tetnpbral good things are benefits- for which 
intercession and prayer should be made. In the prayer 
whieh our Lor^i taught the disciples a petition for t^ese 
appears: "Give us this 6ay our ijfiily bread.'^f ^nd the 
following supplication stands among the prayej^s of Davidr 
**That our sons may be as plants grown up io their ^uth; 
"that our daughters may be as corher-stonqs^ polished af- 
"ter the ^militudt ^f a palace; - that qixT garners may be 
"full, affording, all manner of store; that our sheep may 
"bring forth thousands, and ten thousands in our streets; 
<f(hat our oxen may he 'strong to labour; that there be no 
*<bt:eakingin norgoingout; that there be no complaining in. 
i'our s^reets,"^ And, in the face ^f many discouragements^ 
Jeremiah prayed, according to Qm* texty ^^t)o. thou for thj 
"name's sake,'** ~ . 

» 

We proceed i)ow to speak concerning the plea wliicb 
appears^in the text fbr temporal good things^ €t is,'you 
observe, the naftie of* the Lord: "O llord,r-do tftpu for 
•*thy name's sake.** This form of supplication^ whJch Je- 
remiah uses, had heen used before him by David: "Da 
"thou for me, O Go^ the Lordf fdrtby name's Bake."$i In 
the prayers and intercos^ons of holy men, the expression 
of this plea is beautifuUy and wonderfully diVersiGied. 
Sometimes it is <thy word's sake:* "For^hy word's sake, 
"and according to thine owj) heart, hast thou done aH these 
"great things. "K Sometimes Hhy merciea sake:* "Save 
"me fgr thy mercies sake^,"! Sometimes Hhy goodness 
sake;* "Remember thou me for thy goodness sake."** 
Sometimes Hhy righteousness sake:* "For thy. righteous^ 

*/<?r v. 24, 25,.26. ^Man/tew. vi. 11. 
|Afl(, cx/iv. 12, 13, 14. §Paal. cix. ?1. 
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«iie8a s^ke bring my iduf out of trpuble."* But the form of 
expression used most frequently is that which appears in 
our texlr-^ Name's sake;* and this is, 
V Fir9tl An ht>norable pica, and worthy of God, before 
whom andxoncerning whoni it is used. The glory of his 
name k the end, atid the motive, and -the teason of his 
woVks; and in doing for it tl^e works like himself, and in- 
dependent ^f considerations of \ii^th in creatures. In the 
name, of the Lord our God every ray of essential and re- 
vealed glory meets, s^nd shines forth; and to make this 
glory the supreme end of his operations and commu^ica* 
ti»ns, is a perfection which he cannot deny nor give away.* 
Tbi* sutwemfe motiv^he avow%, and holds up^ to the ado- 
ration of his people, and jeaVousy for it is his praise and his 
^honour. "Thus saith the Lord, I do not this for your sakes, 
*<0 house of Israel;' but ^for mine holy natne's sakc."t 
*«For my name*s ^ake will I defer mine anger, and for my 
♦upraise will I refrain* for theOf that I cut thee not ofiP— 
•'For mine own sake, e\'en for mine own sake will I do it; 
«frfbr how should my name be polluted, and I will not give 
•*my glory unto another."^ Upder thisr high motive his 
peoi>le bow, and pre^nt Bacrifices of praise. "Not unto 
•*U8, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory^ 
"for thy mercy and for thy truth's sake. *'§^ 

Secondti^yK prevailing plea. For his name'* sake great 
and marvellous works have been wrought When the El- 
ders <Jf Israel canne before Ezekial in Babylon, the Lord 
instructed hith to dwell on the consideration of his^ name^ 
as the motive to mercy iii the face of disobedience and re- 
" bellion, and*. the plea which in former generations his peo- 
ple had used in their supplication?. <^I wrought for my 
"nam€*s sake.'' Referring to another period of hi& admin- 
lijtration, he romes over it again: "I wrought for xt\Y 
<*name's'8afce."" He repeats- it a third lime, retferring still 
to drff^eot periods: "I witbd^w mine hand, and wrought 
"for my nanie'i sake.** And the remonstrance is iihished: 
in tftese solemn words: "Ye shall know that I am tiie Loixi^ 
*'when I have wrought with you for my name'ii sake, pdt 
J^accofding- to your wicked ways, nor-'aecordlng to your 
•^corrupt doiog»> O; ye house of Isiael, sailh^the Ltrxl* 

'^Paah cxHii. 1 1 . ^Ezek. x:x^xiH, 22. 
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«God.*** Pr9ni these^and a multitude of other tes;^^, U apN 
pears that consideraiions of the naine of the Lord ape su- 
preme motives to mercy, and prevailing pleas for olnaia-^ 
ing it, ivhich holy men had been taught to u«e in their sup- 
plications* When th&. motive in the heart of th^^Sove- 
reigaisthe plea iu the mouth of the siipplicant,^ eonfi-' 
deuce of being accepted and heard, confidence modest,, 
humble, revereniial, and subii?issive, impwts joy tp 
.the heart of the petitioner, rabes in his soul the expeota« 
lion of hope^ and makes his face to shine as if it wjei'e stn^ 
jointed with fit^sh oiK * . . « 

Tliirdlyy A, continual plea, and good throughout all" 
.generations, under all dis|)ensations, among all nations, and- 
ih all extremkies. **What one natibn in the. earth is^ like 
"t1>y people Israel, \yliom God went to nKlee-nv to be his 
«own people, to make Ihee a name of greatness, and teni^ 
'^bienessy by driving put nations frpm before t^iiy people 
",whoiB thou hast redeemed out of Egypt."t In this pasr 
sage the king of Israel discovers to us the motive of the^ 
Cod of Israel, a name of greatness and terribleness. liujt 
it is. not a new discovery. Long before his reign this mo- 
tive had been the faith of {^is people^ and^ plea raised up* 
on it in a trying emergency €!urin| the conquest* With 
his clothes rent, his face upon the groqnd, and the £ldei» 
of Israel lytng around .him in dust, Joshua cried, <*VVhar 
;**vvilt thou tk> unto thy great jVame."4 In the Psalm» 
iDa^id pleads it almost on evje^ occasioiK Lo^kin^^aclt 
.10 the wilderness and the Red'Sear Isaiah enteF&iotd. the 
same view; a glorious and ei'eclasting name^ adtting^ 
"Thou, O Lord, art our Fsither, oiir Redeemer; thy name* ' 
•*is from everlasting. ^'f Below our text, Jeremiah crieSr 
. trith^reat fervour and euiiphasis, "Do not 9bhor us for th^ 
"name's sake;'* and Daniel builds bis plea upon "^he-citf 
«<arid the people who are called by thy name.*' OurSa- 
yiom\iptro^ucesintathie pi'ayer which he tattghl^the-dis- 
cipjes this glorroua w^mt-^Hallowe^^ be tkt^ nfime^. uses it 
in his own prayer— /'VAer g^larffy tAy natnei and sets it 
ibrth as the theme of his ujlnistry'^-r hai^ declared unto 
them thy noanet;^ and will declare it, , In those qu<ftationsr 
y«i| see t^iat the name of thcLord is a permanent plea, and 
good in every age, and in alljemergeneies: <'Thy pame, O 

^Ezek,xx/9y 14j a?2, <4, , fl Chron. a^vii. 21^ 
^Jo9li, vH> 9. $/«a. Ixiii, 1 l-^-l^ 






Lordy^eBdureth for ever j "thy mcmoiialf OLord> through- 
fout all genemtioiw,"* 

, Fourthly^ The supreme plea under whicPi every other 
plea is subordinated. In the pray ei*s and intercessioniTol: 
lioly raoji other conaidctations often appejar. ' Poverty, re* 
proach, afHicttooy persecutior>) tiecessity, and other things^ 
have been pied at the ihfone of «^i^ace. But the nanne, or 
glorf^ of the Lord^our Gbd, is the supreme and ruling con* 
sidemtion) into which other pleas are to be resolved, and 
uader which they ought to be all subordinated. In pray-^ 
ing for the fornwr and ktter rain, which the wickedness 
of that j^neratipn had turned away, Jeremiah laid hold- 
ufion this plea, carried it with Itim fo the throne of grace, 
^ild urged it with great fervour and devotion: "Do tliou 
Hfor thy name's sake/' Have you observed that the name 
of \he Lord is-connected with rain, and with every tempo- 
ral good which dur island, our ' climate, and our seasons^ 
.pi^lttce; and that for these the ancient pleas, name's, sake* 
xne^y^s sake, goodness sake« word's sake,r truth's sake, 
slghteousnesis'^ssike, are still pleadable. Though not the 
best, temporal good .things are benefits' necessary in this 
life, and means and occasions at glorifying God, by whom 
they are promised, producetl, blessed, and bestowed. We 
do notdesd^ve good things, and can loolj for none upon 
our own account. But the lionor of his glorious and evcr- 
. lasting name is pledge^ for se^d-time and harvest, while. 
the etrth retnaineth. The prophet knew that $he people 
for whom he ihtercederl^dld not deserve rain; but he knew' 
.what we^jfugbtalso t» know, that the name of the Loi;d' 
was c<meerner^ and with this glorious ofcject before him 
.went to the throne of the Sovereign, and cried, «0 Lord, 
<Hhough our iniquitif^ testify against us,^do thou for thy 
^n^me^s sake.'* 

Accor<^g to our method, we come forward to speaK- 
concerning our pletading Uiename of tlieLord for tempo* 
ral good things m tl)e face of iniquity, or whenjt is testi- ' 
fying against us. In such discouraging circumstances* 
Jeremiah. pleaded. The whole body of national eyil stood 
befbne him; and,- with this txionster appearin^y to liis eye, 
and it8 voice roaring in his ear, he cried^ '^Oo thou ^ 
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^flhy name's sake.'* Concerning this part of his etercfs^ 
the followipg observations may be considered; aticU with? 
the blessing and spirit of the Lord, they will^ be useful in 
our exercise. 

Firsiy A sense of sin strongly affects the heart and cbn* 
science before tlie Loi'd,^ Jeremiah is the mouth of the 
kingdom, and speaks like a man of feeling, fie felt th^ 
weight of the public. guilt, heard it crying for vengeince-^ 
and believed that tf\e Lord was justly offended, becaus(§ 
the land was greatly defiled. This feelinjf is not commoit 
and natural to man. Multitudes live,^ and, for^y thing 
ihat-^ppears, die without a sense of the evil and demerit 
of sin. The Jtrue sense of sin, which is essential to thd 
characters pf iiourners and intercessors in Zion, is t1)^ 
effect of conviction, and the fruit of faith in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the atonement is received. 
There were but few in Jirdah who were suitably affected 
vith'the national iniquities and amon^ ourselves theTnum-, 
ber of mourners is either diminished or else they are hid 
in corners and cbambers, out of the siglit of the public 
eye and the knowledge of one another. 
^ Secondly y The righteousness of the Vord, in turning 
Bway temporal good things because of iniquity, is belrfeved^ 
and >cknowlc!dged. Of thb Jeremiah wsfs persuaded 
himself, and of this no mean' wjvs neglected to persuade 
• th&^friiition.. He declared in the ^puse of Jacobs and pul>- 
, iishedthrough the cities of Judah, and inthe temple, and 
^ in the streets of Jerusalem crieii, paying **your iniquities 
•'have turned away these things, andy ou r $ihs ha^ w^ithhold- 
<*en good things from you,. Righteous art thou^- O Lord, 
««when r plead with ihee;— how long^ shall the Iandmot\rn, 
•*and tiie herbs of every field with^, for the wic^ce^ness of 
"them that dwell therein?" In withering seasons, profes- 
sions of the equity and justice of providence are in every 
^outh; but in the lives of many, who make jHe^e profes« 
sfons, fruit of the lips doth not appear. Fruit of this kind 
fe' found only on a few trees of righte^sness, which are 
grafted in Christ, and raised and' trained up- by the Spirit 
of holipess. • ^ 

Thirdly ^ The iniquities which provoke the Most* High 
to withhold, or turn away, temporal good things are ae- 
knowledged with humiliation and sorrow of heart Coo* 
J^miojg^. these Jeremiah iflcnot silent In hk intercessorjp^ 
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(i'ayev confesdiob hblds a dhtingui&l^ed place: ^Oui im<b 
**quiti^s testiiy against us;— i)ar back.9iidings are many;«<« 
<<we haves sjnned against tliee/' As a believing Israelite, 
he took shaiiie to Himself; anc) as a minister of God he 
dealt faithfully with the public conscience, and. charged- 

* ^very rank with defection Jind»*disobe;dience: "We ac* 
^'knowledge, O X^rd^ our wickefdness, and the iniquity of 

. <?ouf fathers; for we have sinned against thee."* His ex- 
ecjDise is templar y, a|}d in similar circumstances should 
be followed. > Reigning and crying sins breaking out^ 
Wiiether in the higher or lower rank% of society, or in 
both, pijj^ht to be acknowledged to be'^ wiiat they are,-pro- 
vocations of wrath and causes of calamity. But to bring 

. xnen to this i*easonable duty is extremely^ difficult. Con- 
fession gives such a stab to ^elf-righteousness, afbd such a^ 

V blow to natu^' pddc^ (hat nothing can bring us effectual- 
ly to submit to^, except the Spirit of^G^d working by- 
his yfoxd in us mightily. 
* ^«MrM/y, The covenant of grace is apprehended, truly 

^and distinctly, in the light of the Word T6 this covenatit 
temporal good things are annexed, and in its administra- 
tion, jpromis^^f these are p^Vformed".. When -the te^i- 

' mony'in the holy writing^ concerning the covenant, ^nd 
its conditio!), apd promises, suid administratioii,is teo^ived 
and^substantiated by our ikith, y^e wilkgp boldlj^.to the 
. throne of gr'acej and pfead Humbly, ascf fervently, and ac- 
^ ce|^ably»»k>r 'any good* t^n^poral or eternal. By th^ obe- 
dience, sufferings, an^Cife^th bf Christ, the condition Js 

^ fulfilled; jand, in pei|brhiing the promises and bestowing 

.the bl^SingSj'ii^oth of the life which now is and of that 
^ iV^lch is to' come^ the justice and holiness of Grod' glorify 
themselves in the highest, In acceptable and prevailing 
pleaiding the' covenant is truly and distinctly apprehended^ 
the place which teiliporal good things. hold in it is observ- 
ed, and pleas,for these >re raised upon the name and glo- 
ti ry of God in CKrist Jesus. Jeremiah apprehended this 
covenant; and, in making intercessioiv for the land j 
strengthened his faith, and added fervour to his importu- 
Bity, with claihis advanced on covenant-titlesj *^0 the. 
¥Hope of Israel) th^ S'aviour thereof in time of trouble^^^ 
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«Thou,0 Lord^ait iathe midst of jas; and yf% we calhi 
"by thy name, ieav^ Us not.'"* '^ . "" 

Fiftht^y Considerations of the,; obedience, blood, "aiicj 
interoession of Christ, are presented to the l^ord, and opr 
posed to prevailing iniquiiies. The monsfroiw body of , 
tbe public guilt> tcstifyiM; against delivenincc, and cryin^^ , 
for coiitinuation of affliction, stood at the right hand of tbQ 
prophet, to drown his voice, to stager his faith, to rf sisf 
his plea, and to cut off his bope> Btit in CQnsiderati<;^n of 
blood to be shed^ and reconciUati5n to be made, in due 
time, he opposed to this black aqd de&poncftng appearan6e 
the triumph of mbrcy, and the glory of forgivei^ifidBs. Ob-^ 
serve the circufiistances, and admire the. wisdom, and 
love, and fait^ulness, which shine aroun^. - In* midst of 
the .fiUbv city. Adhere* blood was to-^e shetf, and reconcile* 
atipn tobejmadefpr iniq^uity, Ihe prophe|, stood; and, look- 
ing forward, cped for temporal good things* to his couo- 
try, ^e chosen an^ destined spot of these s^pproachin? and 
unparalleled 8oIemnitie8;,^nd with equal Confidence w^majT 
st^d up on our island,, annexed to thb crown of our Re^- 
deemer, and, m eonsiderjatibn of the past solemnities Ipek* 
back,, and.ciy 6>r our^^temporar.gqod.tliji^gsi which afe 
placed under his powder, anfl dispenledby his^band. . *«Hc"/ 
f'tlTat spare4 not his^own Son, bdt delivered hira up for us. 
*'alI,1bow shall ^ not with him also* freely give us all 

«thingi?"t '•, *= , ' ' * 

^ixM/i/,^ Submission t6 the will and good pleasure of 
the Lord of alK Creatures, far less sinners, should ij^ver . 
Hb peremptory in their silpplicati(^i% i^r prescribe to the^ 
Sovereign* In all pleadings, room oughMo b^4eft to hi;^ 
wisdom and sovereignty to exert and glprify themselve^. 
lathis Jer<$miabii6exen)plary: *^Do thou for thy name^ft ^ 
«sake/' He does not say what. Ittiis is left to. th^Sov- " 
peigo.' Hoping in^the :H<^pe .and Saviour of Israel, aft^ 
against hope believing in hope, he perauaded himself that». 
in his administration, the continuance as well ^s. the remn-. 
val of the national distress might glorify bis great name. 
In our intercessions, let us iQiitate the modesty and sub- 
mission of this m^h of God. Pleas for the removal of dis- 
tress are /trrnished to us by the word, and instructions 
giveato use these with r^sverence and importunity. 'BtU * 
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betrare of limiting the Sovereign, who, by Citlamit^i no 
2^ss than by detiverance, can sanctiiy hin^eif| and magniiy 
himself". ' " 



\ These observations, concerning Reading the nam^ of 

I tlife I^ord for temporai benefits, Wb shall tuia4nto exhorta- 

tion and instruction before we ct)nGiude. Unto nFnen o^ 
prayer we address oui selves ^n the hearing of all, and 
fhri^tigh ikG blessing of God and the ^'qrking of his Spirit* 
all will be corii^ted and instructed. 

JFtrsty In your exercise an<l practice' let a true sense of 
Bin appe&r. A sense of theevilof sin, in its contrariety 
to the righteousness «nd holy law of God, ajipears always 
in godfy men, when they behave ih godly men oug^ to be- 
have ti emselves5 Wifli the nature, and nutuber, and ag- 
gravation of )u^ii|l}\iities, David wfts-hurden&d; and under 
the pressure df/the public gfiilt Jerpmiah mourned. 
^VluUUudes, though they speak against sin, heat it^con- 
[ dwnnod on ]u%i grounds, aiid even give jtthe names 

I v^Jiich it' deserves, appear to' have no operative impres- 

I sioffc of its evii and tnajignity* jt fi not caljing sinqame^, 

\ or fixing, upotr tf the' epitl^iets, hute^l and. abominable^ but 

' h^tliag^ADd abhoi rjng it, which the'tord i*fcq'uire8. If lia- 

\ trecl'^and afihibrrence of iniquity be not visible in the con- 

versations of people professing godliness, or if it dis- 
f appear in the latter per^ds, toward the end of tl^ir days; 

\ if indignation against common and reigning e\ils cool in 

I olc* a^, and men under gray hairs venture on familiariiiea 

anil compliances with the world,which in the youth of their 
prcfessioo they abhorred,!! is a symptom, either that they 
pever were what they appeared, or that they are falling; 
from their first love. 

Secondly^' Acknowledge the righteousness of God in 
ivithholding some temporal good things, which in the o£- 
dinary course of his providence we lo( ^ked for at this sea^ 
apn. His ndrthern treasury, which at this day of the year 
used to be shut up, is still wide open. Heaps of snow and 
inors^Is^of ice, hail and hard frost, threaten to famish the 
fold and the stall, and to' sweep along the hope of men.— 
Why doth th§. Sovereign send upon us hai! for rain, and 
. heaps of sndw instead of clouds of dew? Why doth he 
<Iraw out winter to an ur.usual length, and fill our ear with 
the howliog of'ShepilierdBj instead 6f the singing of birdst 
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Why do not applications to his goodness preVaiJ? Hatb 
Iq ftrgotfeh to be gracious? No. Doth his pronnse fail? 
Ku. Is hisicoxeiiant with the seasons dissolved? ^k): Is 
liis tiand shortened, that it eannot saye? No« Is his ear 
beavy, that it caunot^earf No. But our iniquities, let it 
be preached in the Vallles, proclaimed in the mountainiSf 
and sounded ^'m the tiw^lling-places of atheism and irre- 
4igion— '^t>ur iniquities have separated between ys and 
<<our God, and our ;i^ns have hid his face from us, tli^It he 
«*WiU not hear."* *'0 Lord^ righteousness bei<Xtgeth dfito 
«^thteVbiit utilo us. confusion of faces, as at this day — be- 
^cause of our trespasses, which we have trespass(?d against 

t'thee/'t 

Thirdly^) Itonfess unto the Lord tliesc trespasses whick 

4re committed against him in thetfnldst|(^f the land, whith 

Jlovuke him Jto ^withhold good things^ igSd which cause 
\Ki\ tosftnrd dpo^ us *evil ^things. Acknowjedgm«nt of sin,^ 
And* supplication for pardon, are always mixed with the 
praytrs and intercessions of Kis people for^t»mporaf goocT 
tilings. In this interces^ry graye/ of Jcrentiab fbr rain 
you wiir observe- tbesikV in M^e suppJicaU(in vf Dani^ for 
tbf ittXuwio5r^ie capii^itj?; aiidi^^be^ prayers of Ezi'a and. 
Keheraiah, fior^'thc g^o^thin^ of their^^dys, thcSeJmaV 
elso be observed. .Confession, repentance, and pi4y^|r, are 
duties which every sinner is bound by the law of God to 
perform. In the chapter before our ,text, Jeremiah is 
comii'd^idecl to recommend theni to the first pei^onages 
In the stiAte: ^<Say unto the King and lo the Queen^um* 
**ble youiselves, sit down; for your principalities shall 
"come down, even the crown of your glory— And if thou 
"say in thine heart, Wherefore come these tbings upon 
*'me?" the answer for the whole kingdom is, "For tlie 
^greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered; and 
<Hhine heels made bare. Because thou hast forgotten me, 
**8aith the Lord, and trusted in falsehood; therefore will I 
."discover thy skirts upon thy face,*that thy^s^ame may ap- 
^ <^pear. T have seen thine adulteries and thy neighings, the 
"jewdness of Ihy whoredoms and thine abominations, on 
««ihe hills in ;the fit: Ids. O.Jerusalem, wilt thmi not be 
"mttde clean, -wliea shall it once be?**t Cast your eye 
abroad, iook e^asiward and westward, and rpithwdrd and 

. */»a. iix, 2. \Dan, im. 7. ^Jer. xiii. 1 8, 27.- 
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iK>utli\?|ir49 and behold the polbition of the land. Fix it 
6a the secret comer, bring the keart before the la\t of 
holiiYesS) turn it round aini round in the iiglit ^nd spiritu* 
aliiy of every precept, view it on ail sidcsj and, falling on 
your face before the Lawgiver, say, i*0 my God, I am a- 
^^shamed, and blush to lift up my |ace to Ihee, my God; fSr 
:<'our iniquities are increased over, our head, anfl our tres* 
"pass is grown up unto the heavens."* In faith of foj:» 
gheiftss, and redemption through the blood of Christ, pre- 
sent confessions and. supplications to God, and folioAr 
them with repentance and reformation. In all your en* 
deavours after Jiew obedience, keep the hold which you 
have taken of the life, and strength, and acceptance, pro- 
mised in the covenant. 

Fourthly^ In ]|^eading, when iniquities testify against 
you, keep before^ you the covenant of peace, to whidh 
.lemporal'good things are added. Unless jour eye be kept 
upon this covenant, it will be impossible to understand, 
how Clod) who^ right-hand is full of righteousness, glori- 
fies hfmself in' accepting your persons^ sustaining your 
pleas, fulfilling^your.petilions, and blessing you with good 
things. But if the coy,enant7 whh its condition^ promises^ 
and* administration, be' cdnsidered, -and (he place which 
temporal good things possess observed, every seemingly 
inlei .Heriog interest, with respect to the perfections and glo- 
•ly of God, will appear to be adjusted and consolidated op- 
en the clearest and firmest principles. In the pleading 
and intercession of his people, his covenant is always consi- 
dered. When the indignation of the Lord kindled, and 
every Israelite expostulated, "Wilt thou be angry with mm 
"for ever, wilt thou draw out thine anger to all genera* 
«lions,'' a \f ritcr in the psalms, looking upon the covenant, 
and beholding mercy and truth met together, assured him- 
, self and the nation of every good thing: "Truth shall 
."spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look 
**dowh from heaven. Yea the Lord shall give tl^at which 
"is good, and our land shall yield her increase.'*! In an- - 
other .T;)salm, we observe temporal goods standing among 
the blessings of the administration of the covenant, and the . 
pleading laid upon the promises, "Thou shalt judge the 
<<people righteously, and govern the nations upon cajith-^ 

*Ezrtt. iXr 6# tP^aL Ixxsro, 5—1 2 
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"thcrt shali the earth yield her- ipcreasei ^nd Grod, evca 
<<t)ur owjn God, shall bl6ss us; God shall bless us, and all 
<<the ends of the earth shall fear hitn."* 

Fifthly^ With the plea, and every form of the plea, fop 
tbe benefits of ihe' covenant, introduce the name and oHice 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Having fulfilled the condition, 
i in his obedience unto death, he is constituteil, by *^ wisdom 

and grace,' heir, administrator and dispenser of th^bies- 
sings. At the throne of grace his name and office ai'e of 
esseifial Importance; and if these be overlooked by pe- 
titioners, notie of their supplicaiions Will be accepted or 
regarded. The great name, which is our plea, is in him 
and by hin).made known unto us. *'My name," saith Je- 
hovah, ^^is in him;" and to Jehovah he himself saith, "£ 
*<)iave mar^ifested thy name unto the moo whom then gav- 
**est me out of the world — I have deci^ired. unto them thy 
**n^e^ and wiH declare it." Till wcl behold the namo 
of the Father in Christ, we <lo not understand it truly, and 
cannot plead it acceptably; and utiless QUr supplications 
te stamped and recommended with the name of Christ, 
they will not prevail, nor glorify the name of the Father.-^ 
Supplications which honour the tiame of the Son glorify 
the name of the Father^ and are always well received a- 
bove: " Wbatfioever ye «hall ask in my name^ that will I 
^^^o^ that the Father may be glorified in the SDn.'*t 

Sixthly il^t. submissive and modest in pleading fot 
temporal good things. * Though the covenant stood be- 
fore Jeremiah^ though the settlement concerning seed- 
time and summer, vintage and harvest, appeared in his 
eye; though the promises of rain in due season rushed in- 
to his memory, and though the high considerations, word's 
sake, mercy's sake, truth's sake, fi:oodness* sake, name's 
sake, presented themselves to his faith, he is exemplary 
modest: "Do thou for thy name's sake." Of the ways 
of the Lord we are incompetent jiidges; and, in all appli- 
cations ttpon the name, should submit ourselves to his wis- 
dom and righteousness^ and leave to his good pleasure 
what is to be done^ . . 

;.How: shall; we now do? For a seed time and a summer 
' '^we woaUl*go to theHbrone of gi^ce; but over against us 
«tani tesf^irySng a number, without number, of personalji 

* *'■ • , '• 

*P9<xL Ixviu 4 — r. \J0hn xiv, 13.^ 
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eongregatlonaly and national iniquixies. In the face of 
these, be not afraid to plead the nanie of the Father 
through the name of the Son. When disobedience blew 
tiie coal, and kindled the flame which threatened the camp 
of Israel, Moses interposed the fame which the nations 
had heard of the Lord God of Israel; cried for pardon, as( 
they had been pardoned from Egypt to that moment, and 
obtained mercy: "I have pardoned,*' said the Sovereign, 
"according to thy word." The fame of the God of par- 
dons was the word of' Moses; and, according to this word, 
pardon was granted, and confirmed,. and published. When 
pestilence, i*ouscd by rebellion, took hold of the bow, and 
in the face of rebels shot arrows of death, Aaron ran, and 
M'iih the censer, the fire, and the incense, stood between 
the dead and the living, and stayed the plague. When 
fire bad devoured the great deep, and eaten up a part, 
Amos interposed, «0 Lord, cease, I beseech thee;, and 
"the Lord repented, and said> This also shall riot be, saith 
"the Lord God." 

But if applications to the throne do not prevail, and the 
treasures of the north continue open; if summec^ like our 
spring, be a winter^ ond incessant snow raise the hlila of 
Greenland in the vaUies of Britain^ we will live upon the 
all-su€licicncy of God; and, under the covei^nt of peace, 
summer on his faithfulness and mercy. Through this 
rich and boundless paradise there is an eternal spring, and 
St verdure which winter cannot hurt. In the midst of it 
is the broad river, whose streams m^k.e glad the city of 
God; and upon the b^nks of this river stands the tree of 
life, whose leaf is always green, whose blcssoni is always 
blown, and whose fruit is always ripe and good for food. 
'^Rise up my love, my fair one, and coiiie away: For Ip, 
•Hhe winter is past, the rain is over and gone: The flovverp 
"appear on the earth | the time of the singing of birds is 
"come, and the voice of the turtle is beard in our land. 
^The fig tree putteth foilh her green figs, ai^d.tUe vines, 
^with the tender grape, give a good smeH. > Arise, my 
"love, my fajr one, and come away."*j i' ^ , 

When the field withers, and the fQldancLthe stall suffer, 
^there is always a great cry from the ear^h."" Ji'l«<se afe 
tender ps^rts, and when they are bruised, or touehe^y ci'^r 

•* . .•',-♦' 

* Song a. 10, U, 12, I a. 
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ry man who hath his portion in this life feels himself hii^ 
and roars hideously: "Ye have taken jaway my gods which 
"! have made, and what liave I moVej and what is this 
«^*that ye say unto me, What aileth thee?" But is there 
tinrig^hteousne^ with God? Is ihe Lord of all dealing 
ttnjustly, in striking down the idol set up against l.is su- 
premacy over the heart? Arc not iniquities testifying to 
your face; and is not conscience accusing you of procur- 
ing to yourselves, by your iniquities^, these bard things 
vhich the Lord is shewing Jn the course of the season? 
J^tand still, O gyilty man, look Up to heaven above, and 
>?oi«rn to l>ell which is beneath. Cast thine eye upon the 
liook that is lying befoi*c thee. Consider ihe expedient 
which it Tcyealsj to escape the sorrows and torments be- 
low, and to inherit the pleasures and joys above. 

Hast tlmu not read, hast tho«i not heard, that the Seed 
cf the woman hath bruised th^ head of the serpent, and 
€lestroyed the works of the '^vil? That, in the fulness of 
tirpe, the Sob of God was made under the law to redeem 
men who were under the law? That he glorified the Father 
on earth, and finished the work which was given him to 
do? That he made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought 
^in everlasting righteousness? Th^t he died, rose, revived, 
ascended, sat down on the right-hand <>f the Majesty on 
Ligh, and commanded repentance and remission of sins to 
be preached in his name among all nations? . T^^^t he is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
}ieveth? That he^is set forth to be a propitiatioi), through 
faith in hi^ blood, to declare the righteousness of JGod for 
remission of sins, that God might appear just and the Jus- 
tlfier of htm who bclieveth in, Jesus? That there is no sal- 
vation in any other, mt another name through which w a 
tnust be saved, given under heaven among, inen? Tliat 
whosoever believeih on liim hath remission cf sins, ami 
everlasting life? and that every one^ who read& the IJJblc^ 
and heararti)c^. gospel is invited, encouraged, and com- 
manded, to ^3^eve? . . 

These, Q4)^it^hing man, arc words of truth and sober- 
ije8S7-.)T6tds».vftipfeb)ithou, with all thy house, mayest be 
s"4yQ5Ha,n4, By oyr Lord Jesus Christ, w^e pr^ch and ex^ 
hortft/^Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall 
fbcxarcd and thy house." A«ien*,. 
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Amos vii. 2. 3'. 

^ Lord God forgive^ J beseech thee-^The Lord refienU 
edfor this: It shall not be^ saith t/ie Lord. 

AMOS was. a plain^^man, a keeper of caUle, and a 
gatherer of sycamore fruit. Contemporary) or nearly 
coniemporary, with Hosea alKl Isaiah) he is equally bold 
in rebuking sin^ whatever diversity appear in \\n manner 
and style, l^e Lord employs sometimes in his service 
mett of lokW extraction; and, by enabling them to outface 
the hardest and most impudent sinners, glorifies himsdi*} 
and magnifies his woid abote all his name. 

In the lattei" part of the prophecy of Amos, five visi^ms 
ard'distinctly related; three in the seventh Qhapter, one in 
the beginning of the eighth) and the other in the begin- 
ning of the' ninth. The two first visions are emblems uf 
lighter ca}anuiies) by which the state would be weakened 
and impoverishedv The three last are emblems of heavi- 
er calamttiesf by which the kingdom would be dissolved 
and ruined. Upon the interces'sion of the prophet, /the 
lighter calamities were countermanded and removed; but 
no ieformftion following the removal of these, the hea- 
vier calamities came forward—the time of forbearance 
expired, and the Lordwquld not be entreated. 

Grasshpppeirs, with the destructive qualities of 'iocustS) 
appeared to the prophet; and tl/e grass ^f the latter 
growthy after the king's mowings, was eat%n,iip1)y these 
devoarers. This is th» first vision, ^d ts propKecV of the 
-miseries wMch weakened the kingdom after tl^ reign c^ . 
Jeroboam, and before the As^rian invasion. IJpon^t^ 
appearing of this prophetic emblem, Aratos interceded for 
pardon and mercy: '^O Lord God^ forgive^ I beseeck 
Pp2 
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"thee; by whom shall Jacob arisfc,. for he is small?** TV 
this pi'ayer a gracious answer is rdturnedi ^'The Lord re- 
«*p«nted for this: It shall not tie, s%kh'the Lord." 

"Whatever things were wfittefi aforetimewere written * 
^'for our leardbg> that tbraiigh patience and comfopt of 
"the scriptures we might have- hope."* Though vision 
and prophec)j;^be^ sealed up, and oraculsSr and extraordina- 
ry c;(mimunications firem heaven be ceased, instruction 
and comfort may be received frotn th^tecord of thispro* 
phetk vision, which is now iittier«^oiir consideration. — 
With attention join ptay^r for^he teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, while we speak con(jernin|; intercession; ttie pre- 
vailing of this intercession; ancf tlie sovereign manner' ia 
which }ntin>a\ion of ks pretailing is expressed and^com- 
mutiicated. ,. . . , ., 

^ - -. 

Interccsaion is tb be considered and illustrated. Cort* 
ccrningitwe observe, Frrst\ This inteYcession was made 
by Amos alone. Nether Hosea nor Isaiah, who lived and 
prophesied tn tbe same reigns, nof any of the fearers of 
the Loi-d in Judah or Israel, joined iii it with the prophet. 
V/ilhoot doubt, ^dly men of every desaiptibn would b« 
concerned, and would cry for the removal, or the preven- 
titm of miseries which weakened and exhausted the coun- 
try: But none of these would join with Amos. To tifm. 
alone the vision appeared^ and by hiin alone the interces- 
sion wa'iHnader ' «■ 

'^econdly\ Thrlfntercessfcn was made inlhc '-*el)alf of a 
yicked *people. .AtTlt)S*caneth them Jacob, after the 
Tiame of their ancestor,- but they had renounced thte princi- 
ples of that holy man, and sKftned their manners wfth the 
vilest ct>rruptions. ^roboam, of the family of Jtsbu, fil- 
led the throne; and by him the Lord did grcM tfiings for 
Israel. But the Comiptions whicli" bad blighted the 
reigns of tiis predecessors, f^o^n the rise of the monarchy, 
ai^e charged -upon ihfe adtninistratioh of tia^t , Enterprising 
end iuccesgfbl^ warrior: '^ He departed not frotti all the sins 
"of Jerol^oj^TnuJtlie sbn tif Nebat, who m%cle Israel to sin.'*t 
Forn.s, a)sd ^Snks, and places of'»>orsbip, tininstituted antl 
prerfnbite'd by tlie Gad of Jacobs were inventeQ and autho- 
si^ed^by the heads of the^use of Jfacob; and corruptioo 
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its nhinners, the effl^t of corruption in principles, like a 
spreading p^siileilce, infected the whole kingdom. The' 
herd God of Israel k^d'ndt, indeed, yetblotied* out \X\q 
name of IiiFael'fit>m under *w;aven;* and bis covenant with 
Abrabamt Isaac^and Jaoob^ still subshted.t* But they had' 
provoked him to angier witip. their inxqtiities; and a ticne^ 
was at hand w^en^the kigh places of i^aac would be deso- 
loiedy and the sanctuaries of IsraeJ wasted; the house of 
Jeroboam cut off.by the sword, and La-»mmi written H>n 
th« face of the wfiiole iiation4 

Thirdly i The fofntr of this intercession }» a prayer for 
pardon; **0 Lord Gotf, forgive, 1 beseech thec."^ Pardon 
of sin, and deliverance fromr misery ^.wer'e both in the view 
of the propliet. Sin is the cause of mi^ery^ and misery is* 
the effect and punishment of sin. By pardon sin is taken 
away, and when thecauSe is taken away the effect ceases* 
Amos was sensible, tliat tiH tlieriniqurfy of the house of Ja- 
cob was removed by forgivdftessj deliverance fix)m miser j 
codld not be obtained. Impressed with this conviction, 
be expresses to the God of Jacob the fulness of his heart, 
abruptly, but with great fervoun «0 Lord God, forgive^ 
«»I beseech tbee/' In going to tho throne fo^ deliverance 
from miseiy, if we have a true sense of sin, pardon wili» 
be out first chief concern. Are ye longing to be deliter- 
'dd .i¥om the evil ofthoi season, and refreshed ^vjth the 
blessirrg'of the spring? By coritinuiftg the evil, and delat- 
ing the blessing, the Lord is waiUng to hear ftbnr us a[>^ 
pRcatloos for pardon, under a sense of our iniquities, which 
are the causes'of the contimiatiwrof the former, and of the 
•delay of the latter. ' ' ■ -r 

'w^«rM/y, This interccs^on was made in a momept of 
exttetnity. Id the preceding reigns, the kingdom had 
been mtrtally wounded, vand though under Jeroboam 
'6orae*ofeit8 wounJs'were bound up and healed^ others con- 
tinued bHsedfng, an<! tern>idtited in an universal mortifica- 
tion. The horses an^ chariots of Israel w«re departed- 
Elijah was in heaven, 9nd Biishain the grave. Hazael 
had disarmed the country, and left Jehoafaaz, son and suc« 
cessor to Jehu, np more than ten chariots, irfiy hoi*semen, 
and ten tbousand footmen; f6r, afsthe^sacred writer ex- 
presses it, "the kjing of Syria had destroyed them, and 

^ *2\Kin!C8xHK^r^ i^ Xinsr^ aiii. ^B. 
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"made them 4ik€ahQ dust by tbr^hingr"* ThoMoabitea- 
had plundered, andr rpduced.to e^tr€mf» miWy> some of 
the xribes.t '^Xhe Lord savjr yiie afilictioii of Israel ttiat i( 
"was very bluer; for there w^ not any ^ut up, nor any . 
"iefi, nor any helper^for IsraeL'*!- The revival under Je- 
roboam was, no more tAian o^ o£ t^ose intervals (bat fre- 
quently precede: 4)0i^ulslon and d^oiu^on. The. whole « 
head continued* sick, .and. 4he whole heart faint. Short 
as the aiQCOuAt i^ tiiat Amos gites^of histinter cession,, tliis 
IS inserted, "Jacob is ^mall/'and^ath'6oney except tjie. 
God of Jacob, ^ heip-dr raise h^m up| ^ 

Fifthly^ Inip^'tunitjt in' this?^iftt#rcession .i8'l€m|>ered 
with reverence.. For the preservation of the hoiis6 of Is- 
raei,' the man of GodHs ear^^t and fervent lit pcayer. He 
could not think of the breaking down of that |aK:ient*and' 
hpnorable house, and of the misery and dispersion of the 
family, with cok^ies* and^^^indifference. . On .the contrary^ 
the -miseries, which the LorA^had represented under the 
emblems of ^assiio|jt^rs, affected him greaitly; and, with » 
these all before lum in vision, Amps cried importunatelfy 
**0 Lord God, forgive, I beseech Ibec^ by whomshall Ja* ; 
"cob arise,* for he is smaiU'* But this iQEip<ji^unity is tern- ^ 
pered w^tb reve'reiice. Knowing^ that the. house for which • 
he .interceded ^^' guilty^ an' acknowiedgmant <j!f guHt is * 
couched under his address fo^* parddfi; and,^wlth reverehc^ ' 
suitable ta'divikne m^siy^and holiness, . he preaeQted hi^ 
address tlq^liie Lord of tl>at guiHy houses • '**Qo^ is gir^tly^ 
"to be feared in tlvQ: assembly, of vthe;saints,.ilnd Co be bad 
"ln> rcvereihce Qf.all th^m^^iiiat are aboQit Uxofi^ 

Sixthly i This inteft^ion is e^^ekiplary . C4r<^ra«tanceif, • 
singular .^iid eiKiraipji^dinaryj w^$?h arose from' the stsi^ef 
the people for whomt'or (he ofice of ihe pi*ophet by 
whom, it was made^-^do rtot refnove jt'frcmi being ah ev , 
ample and pattern to lifter ages. <- When the ang^r-of the 
Lord i^ ili|\dling in temporal- judgments; whet) iniqiaity - 
is heaping 9n w<w»d, aild^lo^iug'the fire; ar^.wben a con* v' 
flagratidti tha^wpuld, consume all/things is to be appre- 
hendedi wetoay^aftd We ought to copy tjc exercise pf the-*^ 
prophet;' aid say, *»0,lAjrd^5fo4, forgive, I beseeci»'thee; 
^by wjiom. ftl^U? Jafoib &ris^, for ^e*4s small?" AfeouK 

^Wing^^xiH. 7. ..f^ Ki7is9 xiii. 20* 
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vaI1ic» illcd with smw; and our rivers pUttd Vith ice? 
Are ihe bird#Bed^and the soAgsof the air silenced? Are 
the shepherds howIingf<h€ bea^^ o^the fiel^ groaning, ^li'd 
the flocks of sheop famisbii^g^ Are the joys of the spring 
withheld, and th^ sorrows of winter |>roionged and njulti* 
plied; apd isthe^e no bel|>er#aK>nc,sUrrihg pp. himself lb 
take hold of th^ name V t^^e Lord, non^standing in the 
gap before him for the land^ that hf >«shoiiid not destroy 
and make a full efid?,«Seek the Lord, and y^ shall Kvq; 
'•'Jctet he break o.ut'Ukeia fite in" Tiviotaale,«and there 
<*i>e none to quench k in" Britain. ^^Seek liim who mak- 
*^cth t[x& seven stavs an^ Oriop, who turneth the sbacJoW of 
"death into the Ijghtof ^the ^norningi" and the rigour of 
■winter into t&e mildness of-fipring— *"<Thc Loixl is lib 
**iianie.'* . , . \ ^ 

'We proceed to speak concerning tke prevailing of this 
intercession. The account -which Amos gives is in few 
Words: "The -Lord repented for thls^,*** His' meaning is, 
the I^rd accepted his im'pprtuiuty, grametl the desire of 
hisheai:t$ and assured ^limy that tbe miseries, represent- 
ed under the emblem of grassh^ppdrs, would not eat up 
and consume all things* ^Btit thouiib^tM^ fs tli&meMHng't 
it is fiecess^ry t^ojllustrate the |orm of words by^w^hicb it Js 
cjtpresscd, v . *;*■." ^ 

^/'Vr^/jvPie expression which Amo^ tises 4s fwfquently 
\ised pyjhe Jioly writers. . hi. the lyildertiess, vrkm Moses 
besoLigiu^lhe Lord foi* Israel, b^ Qses th^ah«ame word'to^x- 
press4he prevailing ef** his intereesso|i, w^h i*ni^d by 
Amos td^ express the prevailing of h|s:'"THe Lord repent- 
^•cd*«rf*ths^vil whi^ he tbotight to do «nto fels^aojjle;"* 
And al't^ that peopled were in jpanaan, a writef-ob- 
^erv^ .in Jhe Paafm^ that^^the LoiiJ reniereWed >for 
"tne«6 bisxavenanty mid repented, according |o the multi? 
*'tude of b'lakmerp ies.*"T When the band of anWinge! was. 
liretchefV out to destroy Jeriyalem, "lh<^ Lord j'epented 
«iiiip of the evil.'*t Wjlh rcfe^n^e to He^ekiah h iB.ob- 
»&rved^ that "he b^souglit the Lord; ai>d the Lord repente^d 
"him q£ the evil v^Jueh b^J^bad -pnonoimced.-**! To mcnli9nt 
po inor^nstancea, i^od -repented of \hi ev4J tl\at he tmd 
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«*saicl he would doupto Ninerehi and be did it not "f ^Frpiw 
these texts it appeai-s, that the .word^jpf Ajjios.svere .not 
new an,cl sin^iUai* expi^essioi]^. 

Secondly J Changes in the adiriiiustratjiph of provid(?nce| 
according to the pujcposeof God, are expressed by these 
words. \yheR men repei^ ihj^ir conduct ^nd.purposa 
are both altered^:. This is a necessary effect of the. want o| 
foieknowledjjfe, smd^cf lho*4imitation of our capacity. But 
tvhen the Lor^ repents, his purpose U pot altered. ^ 
supposition of aherations in hi* p^r^i(fe wouJd b^, dislion^ 
orable to his im'nutabililyj Against i^dmitting it notJny so-» 
lemn^cautionsdhe givdai.and by all-who.arc faught of God 
it is fejccted with abhorrence. 'AVith tlic Vtabiliiy of |iis 
ptirposc, changes irt his adnojnist ration are pevfeclly con- 
sistent. These changes are tiot unthoiight-of expedients^ 
newljj,' occurring to his mind, and adopted on account of 
iiotowafd continge^ces wt^iich had escaped his penetration 
and wisdom, aod for which no provision had^ been made. 
The^changeswere foreseen and predetermined, anrf by 
their afrpearan^ in bis administration l)is purppse is ac* 
compHshed, and hiK jmm utability is ♦|;{prified.- s WHcn iiii| 
peoi^e walk not in his v^aysf and keept.not >his commands 
tiftents, the Lord peper)ts of the good wherewith he liad s»id 
liQ HrQqld;l)«|iefit^hem; and, in l^i^ displeasure^ drms and 
sends against them, forlc^yeq^tioD* .som^ instrument ^v 
minister 0f hj| proyidenc«i. ' Again^ when the qry of their 
ini&eriea^Come|& u|) tolljeavenf and the ait^ipg ancj groan-' 
ingjof his prisonfi^^ enter \n\p hise^krs, liisbfiweH are'trout 
bjed for.then^^s repeHtiiigsare ki|idlQd togctfiftr,'.judgf 
xnent is stayed^ ex€9cii;^ion ist^qunt^mfiahdedj'andffi^iVatlon 
is wroug^ ^y hi^gloiiot^s 2L£pnv "Ti^e Lord^iTkisedi^iem 
"up^fuc^es-^and del|v^ered then^oul of thfe ha»d^f their 
"ei^emies?^fo« it fepciiited 4t)e Lpid, Ixecause pf tlieis 
<'(2^roanings^ by re^on , of them..thafc o|>pres3ed'tI^m and 
"vexed tUemi"t "Th€> Lo»d saw'the affliction of Ttraef, 
"tl^it it was vexy bitter — and Saved libem' l^y thjp hand c^ 
"Jeroboam tjjeson of |oa^i."J Td exp^ress such alxaugps- 
in the.admiitistratldp of providence, the^ Spirit of, truth and ' 
propriety, in>cqindesi;^!ri&i»^to ottti^apacity; dictated to the 
holy writers the Wordi rdpent: and, ia^»ng it all^r themi 
we should endeavour to obtain right apprehensions oftho 
meaning and design ^itbe Jns^ei'« * 

•Jonah Hi. 10. fJud^. ii, 18. JS Kings xiv. 26, 27. 
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Thirdly^ These changes of ad tniniat ration encourage 
inteidcssioi^y aod furnish ^citenieuts and motives to re- 
pentance. In fraiifing tiis adnaittistration, and cJioosing 
Words to express its peculiarities, liie Lord sets betbre 
men his own example; and, t)y rcpciitinjj, provokes and 
^vaws to repentance, and awes and threatens the disobedi- 
ent andinijinitent. **^At whaHnstam I shall sp«ak concer- 
*Uung a nation and concerning a kin^^dbm, to pluck up, 
^^and to \iuH down, and to ^estrbyj if /that' nation, aj^ainst 
"whom I have iJTol)ounced, turn ftom thei^ evil, 1 will rc- 
**pent ot'the evil tiiat f thought ip do unto them. And at 
<*w'hat instani 1 shall' Speak' concerhing agnation and con- 
'^'cerning a kingdom, ft) build and to plant; if it do evil 
**in my sight, ^hat-it obey/not 'my volcp, then I will repent 
"^^of the good wherewith I. said I would benefit them.*'* 
Fiom these ^rariations, which pyophefs were instructed to 
represent in the administration of the unchangeable God, 
they drew, and urged with great earnestness, motives* to 
obediencye. **' Amend your ways and ypur^doingSj and obey 
^the voice of the Lord your Ctod, and the Lord will repent 
«him of 'the evil that he fiaih pronounced against you."t 
*'Turn nntd tlic Lord your God; for he is gracious and 
^'merciful, slow to' anger, and df luteal kindneSs, and rf- 
.f'pentcth him of the. .evil.. AV ho knowetliif he wiii- return, 
• <^nd repent, and leave a blesaing behind !un^^| Encaii- 
itigefl by such'considft-atidiiet of the grace, and tpeicy, 
.and kincjfress oi the ',Lord Goci of Jsracl, Anios*istood and 
intercedfed for r^moving^ tfie, missiles rep^-eseftitd (iiider 
the embkm df ^asSlwi^eraj* anfl w^er> Ids intercession 
prevailed, saPd, «T"h< Lord reputed for this.*' 



'We proceed to. speak, ifi»the'TUlRD place', coneeriliirg 
the 8oi?eW?ign manpei in which tl»e« Lord was jileascd? tp 
^xpreiJs and, conimi/n?cate the pV^aifti^ h{ t^ie inteptes- 
siorr *^t slwll not, be, saith the L»rd??* 'Firsts This intx- 
mation c«ime ictmiediatcly'fihm t*hf,Holy Onef by- whom 
ulonc pardon of sin andVemisjsibn of ptu»lxsbmcnt is grant- 




god Re tttpban appear«?d in- the sancf uarlts of f a^el.' The 

• * ' * 

*Jcr. xvHt r— ad" t*^**-, jpxvi.]3: \Joel tV 13, 14. 
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winQ of the condemned they drank in the houses of their 
idolS) and by every aitar lau) themselves down upom ^he 
niiirocmof the poor. Judgment' thej^^lurne^ into worm-* 
wood; sold the righteous iov silver, and the needy fbr a 
^air of shoes; and a man and. his. father went in unto the 
jMime maid, to profane the^^ame of the Lord. These, and 
a multitude of other j^ight^sin|t>. stood before Auaos; aix) 
lulled fur punishlTicnt. But the gsao of Godj though hi 
-trembled at the appearance of this black and monstrous 
Ijqdy of guilt,. was nof dismayedr Believing tliat there 
•was forgiveness Svitli God; and that, in pardoning iiiiquity ' 
and passif^§;by transgression, there'>vas none like the God 
of Israel, he nS^ed his voicoi Bay*'>g> **0 Lordj'^pjrgive, I 
^'beseech thee;" and heard icoriV ifie'iiH'one, "It -shall »iot 
*'bc, saith the LorJ.*'* None, except the God of Jacob,, 
could forgive the iniquit]^, andjemit, and turn away the 
punishqneni of the house of Jacob. It should be observed^ 
that the Assyrian captivity ib the object neither of the in- 
tercession of Amos ilor of the answer of G6d< This pun- 
ishment- coirid not^e remitted and turned away: "Thus 
"saitii ti)e Lord, For'thret traiiftgressions qf Israel, and'for 
"four, I will not iuiT\away the punisl^nent thereof.!** The 
grasshoppers, or^the miseyes of Vvhkh these devourera 
*rere prophctfc efjtij)fcms, wef% in tl!e view* of the prophet. 
U ^aS'fejlHtting, or totnipg vsway* this^.pnnis^meDt for 
which he interceded, apd c^iKfriiing^ wlhiclv he ^eard, "It 
«^4ihall B^*bejisaith4he Lord." / ..- ' .' 

Secoii^y^ Thi^ linftnation^as made by. the j&viour of 
IsrjaeUwho alone Jiad power to restrain and counter niaikl 
tbe dcstroyeqs 'of Isracl.^The wastw lathc creature of his 
powe^'ainj. the 'sefvyt^Qf hie provide'nce^ • FVomiiirn this 
savage j-eqdves esti^tenc^, and "by ^n>"ita power an^ ^(i^rath 
at:fe..bounded: "l,'^ aaltfi he, ««ha*ie createcl the 'waster to 
"destroy .*tt i«rtJii$ lif fttnhp '^rat8hop{)ers were repre- 
sented to Ai^oss **Thp3 hath jUie Lt>rd Godihcwcd unto 
«*wc,^rfrKkWhold he forjned grasshoppere;" and> urtder a 
vision of these- l^secls^ fowp^ to'deyoyr'thp Ijerbage, wc 
^ are iitetrOct^tf <o-ackn^wte<Jge^ that, tl^ wasters, of which 
* Ib^/^re imagesjfiprefe creatures of his powfer, And s^*- 
>ants^i^f l^is wUl.* 'Tg^hinoalonej^ho ptii-posed to create- 
and employ the «destrojrf r$, if was tompetent to 8ay9;<(rt 



«*<sl«ili not be;*' nor could the faith of the prophet "have 
rested in a lower and weaker assurance. Jeroboam, at the 
head of the thousands of Israel) would not have been able 
to subdue and disperse a body ot grasshoppers, assembled ^ 
luid commanded by the Qod of Israel; and no more could 
it be expected, that a guilty and exhausted kingdom 
^ould be able to defend or deliver itself from the mise- 
ries of which these devourers were phophetic emblems. 
With respect to these, it was necessary that the Great So- 
«Tereign should speak; because he alone could speak ef- 
fectively this word — "It shall not be." 

Thirdly^ The intimation came to the individual who 
had made intercession.- Interoession was not made by one 
person, and information o£ its acceptance $nd prevalence 
communicated untj3 another. '^ The man who had said un- 
to the Lord,"0 Lord, ft>rgive, I beseech thee,** is the man 
H^ho heard from the mouth of the Lord, **It shall not be, 
^'saith the Lord." What goodness and cor *^escension ap- 
pear, in answering the cry of extrehijty ind importunity 
in this sovereign way! Prophetic intercom fse with heaven 
is ceased. We cannot expect noyir theise extraordinary 
communications, which wj6re /ormerly made to prophetSi 
of the intejiiions fttid purpctftes of his will. But the way 
to the throne is sti*! open^^ and the^ear of the Soverei.i^n 
is always attentive -and gracious. Tlije desire' of all who 
fear the Lord* shall be' accomplished, and that which is 
fisked, according to his -will, shall ngt bge refused: "Tgis is 
"the confidence which we have in him,that,Jf we aslj any 
"thing jkccording to his will, he hear^th. ns. 'And if we 
*<know that he hear- us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
<*we have thp petitions whicji we desired of him."* 

Fourthly^ This intimatioil is effVctive and sovereign. 
*'It shall not I5e" is a word which could be. pronounced by 
none, except him who at th^.begjnning l>ad Said, "Let 
<'thcre be." VVben Amos^rememhercd "Let there be," 
and from t)ie same throne heard, "^tshall^not. be;" vVhen *. 
he called to^mind, that Ihe-Creafor spake and it w»s donej 
and commanded, and it stpod.fast, Ife could doubt. neither 
the possibility nor the certainty of the event which his 
word fotetrld. The power < )f. the g;reat Speaker is not fa- 
tigued nor weakened bj&exenion. Before him the strong- 

* • - 

•1 Johnv. 14, 1^. 
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68t atnd fiercest body of enemies is an heap of chaff, whicli 
is blown away and dispersed by the wind. The savage of 
Syiia, who had set on lire the strong-holds of Israel, dash- 
ed the infant against the stones, ript up the woman with 
child, and made the kingdom like the dust by threshing, 
^va8 himself an handful of animated and bloody dust, which 
the breath of the Lord disperst^d; and he, who by the arm 
of Jeroboam had broken and scattered the power of Syria^ 
would fiod means and instruments to deliver the country 
from the devourer^ of which the grasshoppers were cm* 
blems, according to his word unto Amos. 

Fifthly^ The intimation is solemnly authenticated. A- 
mos heard the word, "It shall not I5p/* distinctly pronoun- 
ced, and "saith the Lord" solemnly added by the glorious 
Speaker. This*encou raged him to continue iirterccding, 
and raised his hope of prevailing. Accordingly, in the 
next vision, when the fire appeared, he said,"0 Lord God) 
^*cease, T beseech thee; by whom shall Jacob arise, for he 
<^is small;'* and be prevailed, and received an answer in 
the same gracious and solemn manner. "The Lord re- 
"pented for this: Tliis also shall not be, saith the Lord 
**God." . intercession li©w«verhaih limits, beyohd which 
it must not go; and when intercessors arrive at these, they 
can proceed no further, and must sit d^n in silence. From 
fifty righteous persons Abraham descended to ten, but he 
was liot permitted to come lower. For blowing away the 
grasshoppers, and "putting out the fire, Amos interceded; 
but when the piumb-liue appeared he became silent be- 
cause the Lord said, "I will not again' pass by them anjr 
'^more." 

■ • * 

From the text, and the illustrations which yott hiive 
fceard', the following inferences are deduced. Firsts In- 
ierceasion for a wicke^. and perverse people is a duty. The 
Lord allows, requires, and commands it, and in accepting 
.it hath glorified himself, hi the days of Amos the house 
of Jacob w^as full of perverseness, and the sanctuaiies of ^ 
Israel were temples of imagery and idolatry. For that 
house he, notwithstanding, made intercession; and the 
Lord beard, accepted, and answered his prayer, and rc- 
^nitted the punishment which he deprecated, and which 
the house deserved. The present ^:eneration is wicked 
4U}d perverse^ and our land Is defiled and filled with iniv 
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qiiity. But intercession is not prohibited, nor is the sea* 
6on for it ended. While patience and forbearance are exr 
ercised toward our land, it is certain that the days of inter-' 
cession are not expired. There is yet hope concerning a 
spring and seed-time to Britain. For this, and other good 
things in the promises, we will present unto the Lord of 
elements and seasons our supplicationS| and deprecate tho 
storms which our iniquities have provoked hipd to raise. 

Secondly y Supplication for pardon is an essential part 
of intercession. **0 Lord God, forgive, I beseech thee," 
which is the account given by Amos of the form of his in- ' 
tercession, n a supplication suited to every age and coun- 
try where the guilty and the perverse live. Supplications, 
formed upon promises of pardon, and in the name and by 
the Spirit of Christ presented unto the God of pardon, are 
sacrifices which he honours with acceptance, and means 
of obtaining remission of these punisiiments which our Ini-' 
quiiies deserve. "Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thv-^ 
"people, thou hast covered all their sin. Thou hast taken 
"away all thy wrathjthou ha&i turncdthyselffi'^m theft^ree- 
^jiess of thine^ anger.*** ••^Who isaGod like unto tfiee,* 
^that pardoneth iniquitf, and passeth by the transgression' 
"of the remnant of his heritage; he letaineth not bis anger 
«ffor ever, because he delighteth in mercy.'*t 

Thirdly y Tht^ugh the forbearance and long-suiTering of 
God some temporal strokes may be mitigated, or remov- 
ed, upon intercession; while the desolation determined, de- 
served, and denounced, is making ready and hastening for- 
ward. Concerning the distress of which the grasshopper*^ 
and the fire were emblems,' the Lord accefKed interces-' 
sion,. remitted punishment, and said, "It shall not be.*' 
But a gale of prosperity, when it is abused, is among the 
eauses and forerunners of a' tempest; By visions of a 
plumb-line, a basket of summer-fruit, and a blow upon 
the lintel of the door, Amos was made to understand that 
the eyes of the Lord were still upon the sinful kingdom, 
to destroy it from off the face of the earth. And so it came 
to pass. The cup of Sfimaria widened and filled, and first 
Tiglathpilneser- swept one pmrt of the kingdom, then 
Shalmaneser ravaged another, and last Esarhaddon com- 
pleted the ruin of the whole, If the Lord, in consideration 

*rs(iL Ixxxv. 2, 3. ^MicyiU 18. 
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of his promise, and in answer to prayer, remove the storm 
in^iiich i« the affliction of ihc season, and send yet a favora- 
ble and healtljy spring, it wiij not follow that his controver- 
sy with us is ended, or that he means never to afflict us wny 
more. 

Fourthly^ Intercessors, though friends to their country, 
are sometimes treated in it as enemies. Toward the re- 
storation of the country, Amos contributed more by pray- 
er than Jeroboanv did by the sword. The victories of that 
conqueror were not only effects of his valour, but answers 
to the prayers of the prophet. A few men who have pow- 
er with God in prayer are better tban chariots of war, and 
stronger than standing armies. When Joash visited Elisha 
on his death-bed, the conviction of this operated powerful- 
ly upon the royal mind, and extorted these words, *'0 my 
•'father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horse- 
"men thereof."* But-men of prayer, though friends to 
the true interests of their country, have been treated as en- 
emies. The priest of Bethel^ informed against Amos as a 
seditious preacher, and an enemy to the peace of the king- 
dom: ^^Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of 
*'the house of Israel, the land is not able to bear all hia 
<*words."t Of all informers, a vindictive priest is the 
most malig:nant and implacable; and, when he has the ear 
of a sovereign, is the most dangerous, and at the same 
time the most despfcable reptile that creeps near the 
throne. Jeremiah, another friend and intercessor, was. 
misrepresented, and thrown into a dungeon: "The princes 
"said unto the king, we beseech thee let tfil- man be put 
"to death; — for this man sceketh not the welfare of this 
"people, but the hurt."| 

We shalt conclude with addresses and exhortations un* 
to several classes of hearers; g^nd, while we speak to the 
ear, may the Spirit of the Lord work by the word in the 
heart. Our exhortation is addressed ^r«Mo men who are 
lively and warm in prayer. Though there be not many, 
there are, we hope, some warm petitioners of the throne, 
who day and night cry, «0 Lord God, fofgive, we be- 
"seech thee *' Do not faint because prayer doth not a!* 
wavs prevail, nor because evidences of acceptance are 
withht^ld for a time. Men ought always to pray, and nc- 

* KinffSj xiiL 14. iAmos^ viu 10. %J€r, xxxviiU 4. 



XNTBaC£SS10N FOR VAKDOy PREVAILINO, 425 

ver to faint. To every thing there is a season; wheat, and 
barley, and rye,i— corn, and grass, and hay not excepted; 
and the good which the Lord hath promised will be given 
and giv^n in the season that he hath appointed. In his 
administration, trials by delay are not unfrequent. Dur 
ring these his people are apt to faint, and sometimes to 
tret. Fainting is weak^ and fretting is worse. We are 
not forbidden to cry,*^How long, O Lord, holy and true;" 
but no extremity will excuse fainting, nor sanctify fretting. 
Under such trials your duty is plahir "Delight thyself 
"in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of thine 
"heart.*** "I waited patiently for the Lord, and he incli- 
"ned unio me, arid heard my Gry.*'t "Yea, in the way of 
**thy judgments, O Lord, have we wailed for thee.'^^—- 
Keep your eye constantly upon the gloi-y of the Interces- 
sor within the vail; This luminous object is among the 
things not seen, at which we are.commanded to look.— ^ 
The vail between Chnst and us is transparent, and the 
clearer our apprefien^ipna^ are of his glory, and of the 
great things doing within the vai), the less our minds 
^ill be ruffed with those little vexations and uneasinesses 
which harass us without^ In all your intercessions, use 
his name. The acceptance of ybur intercessions is for 
the sake of the prevalence of his intercession.— Observe 
the operations and motions of the Intercessor in the heart. 
Christ is intercessor and^ advocate with the Father in hea* 
ven; butr- through his intercession there is sent into the 
hearts of his people from the Father, an Intercessor, even ' 
the Spirit of adoption, by whom they cry Abba, Father; 
and eveiy acceptable and prevailing prayer, conceived 
and uttered by them, is the fruit of this intercessor, "who 
"maketh intercession for the saints,, according to the will 
«of God." 

Our 5<?co«rf exhortation is iddressed unto you who are 
cold and spiritless in prayer, Oeadness of heart in d^v o- 
tion is one of the distempers of our tiroes; and with this 
saints themselves seem to be seized^ Of the few who ap- - 
pear to be alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,, 
some are not in liveliness as they should be, nor what they 
formerly were. Is it not a fact, proveable by practical' 
and incontestible evidence, thatj in the power and life of 
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Immble j-oursctaes in the- sight of tlie Lord; ami, as sinriil, 
gmltfiBndmiserablcctcatures, to draw near unto him with 
true hearifi) by the new and living Way ^vIlich he hath con- 
secrated for sinners through the obedieace, blood, and ifl- 
" n of the Loid Jesus Christ. 

'nev. Hi. 1, 2, 3. iffes. vii. m 
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OiM* /««* exhortation is addressed untb persons who ne-' 
gleet prayer. Ye are enemies to yourselves, your families,- 
your country, your king, abd to your God. When he 
rises up to judge the earth, and stretches the plnmb-lino 
over the isles, his enemies .shall be scattered, and wander 
up and dowp in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, 
and in want of all things: "They shall pass through the 
«*land hardly bestead, and hungry; and it shall come ta 
"pass, that when they shall be hungry they shall fret them- 
"selves, and curse their king and their God, and look up- 
"ward. And they shall look unto the earth, and behold 
"trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall 
"be driven to darkness."* Some, It may 5e, have prayed,- 
but have now left it off." If you had tasted that the LorclF 
is gracious, you would not have left hrs service, and 
engaged yourselves to his enemy. "O Ephraim, what 
"shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? 
"for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early 
"dew it goeth away."t "O my people, what hay« I done 
"unto thee, and wherein have I wearied thee, testify 
"against nic."l: "But thou hast not called upon me, O 
<*Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel,— Thou 
"hast made me to servo with thy sins, thou hast wearied 
"me with tliine iniquities."^ "Yet seek ye me, and ye 
"shall live.^l Oihersj it may be, never prayed at all. If 
ye had known that the Lord is good, and ready to forgive 
you could not haVe lived so long without him in the world; % 
and if you had tasted the pleasures of correspondence with 
hrm in daily prayer, through Jesus Christ, you would have 
sought him from your youth. The world is not worthy 
to be compared with God-^-God in Christ reconciling 
sinners to himself; nor are crowns, kingdoms, sceptres 
and thrones, veins of sapphire and mines of gold, equiva- 
lent to life in his favour. Till a correspondence, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, by the Sph-it of 
grace and supplication, be begun with the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, your souls will never have a 
day to do well, and your houses cannot stand a day in 
safety. The house which is not a house of prayer is not 
half-furnished. Be in it what will, God, who is the salvt- 

*/5a. viiu 21, 22. ^IIos. vi. 4. \Mic. vL 5. 
§/5fl. xliii. 22, 24. [|.^/72. v. 4. 
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